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INTER-AMERTCAN DIVISION: DECADAL GROWTH RATES
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1960-1970 1970-1980 1980-1990

1960 1970 (DGR) 1980 (DGR) 1990 (DGR)
1,254 1,819 (45%) 2,684 (47%) 4,168 (55%)

2,668 4,003 (50%) 6,739 (68%) 10,431 (55%)

SOURCE: General Conference, Anmual Statistical Report.
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other hand, the members utilize their own houses as centers of
evangelism, or if the congregation opens new centers for preaching,
the growth will occur in a "centrifugal" manner, that is, each meeting

place could eventually transform itself into a new congregation.

The Sabbath School as a Strategic FElement
for Congregational Multiplication

In the graphs on previous pages there has been made a comparison
between the levels of growth in the number of major congregations
(organized churches) and smaller congregations (Sabbath schools). The
statistics show a tendency towards a more rapid growth of the lesser
congregations, especially in the first two decades of our study. We
have made an analysis of this theme in the study of the Church in
Mexico (see pp. 26,27).

The establishment of a Sabbath school is the natural result of a
lay movement. A group of lay people or a family can initiate the
activities of a Sabbath school in their own home and invite their
friends and neighbors, without the need of a chapel, or the help of a
pastor or the ecclesiastic administration. The only required
condition is the will to share their faith by witnessing. That’s why,
in the territories where the leaders motivate the laity to multiply the
establishment of Sabbath schools, the multiplication of congregations
becomes the natural end result of that lay witnessing movement.

The establishment of an organized church, on the other hand, is
the result of an administrative decision. It is the Conference or
Mission board commissioned to analyze whether a Sabbath school or a

company of believers has reached the necessary maturity, and has the
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leadership to become established as a church. This process is much
slower and can, unwittingly, slow down the multiplication of
congregations.

The statistical analysis shows a tendency towards "centripetal®
growth of the congregations within themselves. Even though the
multiplication of congregations has been important, the percentages
stayed far below the membership growth. One strategy for
mattiplication of congregations, would require an analysis of both
aspects: the missiclogical and the administrative. The missiological
point of view would require an incentive of evangelizing programs which
encourage the pastors and the laity to extend themselves outside the
limits of the church or chapel. The administrative point of view,
would require a streamliining of the process“ in church organization,
considering this as an essential part of the mission strategy of the

Church.

Tendencies in the Ecclesiastic Ieadership

Another conclusion that we can draw from this analysis has to do
with the tendencies in the leadership of the Church. The statistics on
percentage of growth in mumber of pastors shows us ratios that are far
below the membership growth (see p. 95). While the membership grew in
percentages near 100% per decade, the pastoral staff only increased
around 50%. While in 1960 there was a pastor for every 260 members, in
1990 this comparison had changed substantially to 1 pastor for every
671 members.

A similar tendency can be seen in comparing the mumber of pastors
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with that of the congregations. If we take as a basis the comparison
of the total number of large and small congregations, namely, the
Sabbath schools (see pp. 95,97), we will note that in 1960 there were
548 pastors and 2668 Sabbath schools, which indicates that a little
more than 2000 congregations have a lay person each Sabbath as their
leader. 1In 1990, these figures had increased in a substantial manner,
since the congregations had already increased to close to 10,500, and
there were only a few more than 1800 pastors to attend them, which
leaves in the hands of the laity more than 8500 Adventist
congregations, large and small.

We already have made reference on variocus occasions to the fact
that this slower growth of pastoral staff to that of membership growth,
could indicate a tendency of the Church towards lay leadership. This
tendency could have 'various reasons, among them stands out the
financial incapacity of the conferences and missions to employ full-
time pastors at the same rate as the membership growth. However, also
the fact could stand out that in various regions of the Inter-American
Division, there has been produced a lay movement of important
proportions, that has spontanecusly moved the Church toward Ilay
leadership. This tendency, as we have said before is considered
pesitive and favorable by various missiologists (see p. 56), whom
consider that the lay leadership promotes a more rapid growth and a
more comprehensive expansion of the Church, since it is considered as a

key element within a model easily reproducible in ecclesiastic growth.
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Conclusion
The Seventh—-day Adventist Church in the Inter-American Division
has shown important levels of growth in the last three decades, and
above all has seen the development of a vast lay movement in various
regions of its territory. If this easily reproducible model of
leadership is promoted and encouraged, the Church could have its best

years of growth yet in the future.




SECTICN TWO:

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS IN
THE SOUTH AMERTCAN DIVSION TERRITORY




CHAPTER 6

ORIGINS, ESTABLTSHMENT AND EXPANSION OF
THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTTIST CHURCH IN THE ANDEAN COUNTRIES

The territory of the so-called Scuth American Division of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church includes all the South American countries
except for Colombia, Venezuela and the Guianas which are integrated
with the Inter-American Division, and have already been analyzed in the
first section of our study.

This statistical study of the South American Division begins with
the Andean countries that, as their name indicates, share
gebgraphically the Andes Mountain Range, that— runs from north to south
in the western sector of the continent. We will begin the study in

Ecuador, and proceed south, with Peru, Bolivia and finally Chile.

The Adventist Church in Fcuador

The activities of the Adventists in Ecuador started in the first
years of the 20th century, when a self-supporting missionary, a
colporteur, settled in Guayaquil toward the end of 1904. One year
later the first ordained minister arrived and organized the Fcuadorian
Mission. The beginnings, however, were slow and difficult. It was in
1911 that the Mission church orgaﬁized with less than ten baptized
members, and this congregation included all the members in the
Ecuadorian territory.
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In the second decade of the 20th century new missionaries arrived
from the United States and Argentina but, like those before, passed
through tribulations of tropical diseases, adverse climatic conditions,
and the loss of their loved ones. By the year 1916 there were 23
baptized members; but this figure had decreased to 20 members five
years later, and continued in decline to 17 by the year 1924 (Neufeld
1976:409).

Although pioneers 1like Davis, Casebeer, Wheeler, Osborne and
Mangold could not directly see the results of their infatigable
missionary labors, they were sowing the seed of the gospel that began
to bear fruit some years later. The evangelistic activities of Orley
Ford and G. A. Schwerin at the beginning of the 1930s, and especially
the evangelistic crusades of Walter Schubert- at the beginning of the
1950s, helped to strengthen the activities of the Adventist Church in

Ecuador.

The Growth in the ILast Three Decades
In these last three decades the Adventist Church had experienced
important ratios of growth. Especially in the last decade, with a 186%
DGR of membership, Ecuador reached one of the most outstanding levels
of growth of the South American Division. The 1300 members that there
were in 1960, multiplied until the 16,000 mark was surpassed toward

the end of 1990. Iet us look at the statistics on the followings

rages:
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FIGURE 42

ECUADCR: DECADAL GROWTH RATES FOR
ACTIVE MEMBERS (] ), CHURCHES ( \\\\), AND PASTORS ().
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The Adventist Church in Peru

The beginning of the Adventist work in Peru is intimately
comnected to two important social and religious aspects. The first has
to do with religious likerty, and the second with the advancement and
cultural development of the indigenous peoples. Regarding the first
issue, that of religious liberty, Eduardo Forga, a Peruvian Adventist
from the end of the past century and the begimning of the present,
appears as a knight of religious liberty in his country, and is cited
by Kessler in his book about the Protestant missions and churches in
Peru and Chile (1967), as a pioneer of the fight for religious liberty
of his people. When his life was threatened, and the soldiers,
completing an ecclesiastical order, went out in search of him, the
governor himself of his region saved him from a sure death and urged
him to leave the country (Del Pozo 1977:16). Forga related the history
of his fights for the freedom of worship and of conscience for his
people, in two published articles in the Review and Herald during the
year 1907, and in one of them declared: "I resolved to do whatever I
could for the liberty [religious] of my country and the good of South
America" (1907:10,11). And in truth, this pioneer attained in great

measure that to which he was committed.

The Fight for Alphabetization and
Recoonition for the Indigenous Peoples

The second issue for which the Adventist pioneers in Peru
attained a wide recognition, and are cited by variocus analysts of the

church, has to do with the fight for a better standard of living for




108
the indigenous peoples. A Catholic analyst stated it well in
describing the Adventists in Latin America:

The missionary work of Adventism is not be limited to
preaching, albeit this supercedes everything else. Because

in reality Adventism preaches with its schools of different

levels, with its agricultural industry, its hospitals and

schools of medicine. and all of that is spread around the
world. Tt is the practical and positive work of one church

that while awaiting the end of time, does not do so, at

least, with folded hands (Diaz de Ledn 1984:101,102).

And they were, actually, the elementary and secondary schools
established among the indigenous peoples of Iake Titicaca, that
started a work of multiple dimensions in favor of the native peoples of
Peru. And in this aspect of the mission of the Church, the pioneers
best known were Fernando and Ana Stahl, who dedicated 29 years of their
lives to the labor for the indigenous peoples .of Peru and Bolivia.

No sooner had they arrived at the Peruvian shores of Lake Titicaca
in 1911, ‘the Stahls determined to establish elementary schools among
the indigencus peoples, and to prepare national teachers for teaching.
These two aspects——the establishment of schools and the preparation of
national teachers—are mentioned by Kessler (1967), as the key factors
for the growth of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Peru. Truly, the
growth of the Church followed the path of the elementary schools, and
ten years after the arrival of Fernando Stahl, there were ten organized
churches and numerous smaller congregations along the lake’s shoreline,
with more that 3000 church members. In the year 1922 alone there were
680 baptisms in this region (Neufeld 1976:1105).

The teaching of the natives to read and write, and their
acceptance of the Adventist lifestyle, initiated a process of upward

social mobility that was analyzed by Kessler (1967) and David Martin
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(1990} in their respective work about protestantism in Latin America.

Adventist Urban Growth in Peru

The activities of the Adventist pioneers in Peru were not limited
to work for the indigenous peoples of the highlands and the jungle.
Already by 1898 there were various families of Chilean origin who came
to Lima and Mollendo as self-supporting missionaries, and were
dedicated to the distribution of Adventist publications. As we saw
earlier, in those years, religious freedom was practically non-existent
in Peru and these missionaries suffered persecution, privation, and
many of them were expelled from Peruvian territory back to their
country of origin.

The first ordained pastor from Chile arrived in Lima and had the
first baptisms in secret in the year 1904. His report emphasizes that
the meetings also were behind closed doors (Ketring 1905:15). The
. following year the Peruvian Mission organized, and in 1907 the first
church in Lima was organized with 20 members. Since the second decade
of the 20th century the Adventist Church began to grow at an

accelerated rate in all of Peru.

Growth in Recent Decades

The growth in the last three decades has really been important.
Especially in the last decade, Peru reached the highest growth index of
the South American Division, with almost a 200% increase in church
membership. This brought the Church to close to 250,000 members by the

end of 1990. Let us look at the figures:
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FIGURE 43

PERU: ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP GROWTH
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FIGURE 44

PERU: DECADAL GROWTH RATES FCR
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The Adventist Church in Bolivig

In one of the most recent and most complete studies of Adventists
in Bolivia, the German anthropologist, Juliana Strobele-Gregor analyzes
the social, religious and cultural impact of the Adventists among the
native populations in Bolivia (1988,1989). In her historical and
contemporary analysis Strobele concludes that the mission concept of
Adventists has not suffered great variations since its beginnings to
the present:

Since the times of the first Adventist missionaries in

Bolivia the mission concept of the Adventists has not

changed, but the "praxis" was adapted to changing

circumstances . . . the "praxis" of the Adventist mission was
since the beginning and at all times something more than the
realization of the gospel mandate. Together with the
expansion of the Biblical word were the "acts of mercy" that

were manifested through the medical attentlon and in the

scholastic education (1989:190).

Actually, the first missionaries that arrived in Bolivian lands,
t0 urban areas as well as to rural populations, had a defined
missionary vision of the Church, which included not only preaching the
gospel, but also the practice of the same, especially in the healing
and teaching, as Jesus Christ did in His ministry (Matt. 9:35,36). And
the Adventist missionaries found, especially in the native populations,

an ample field of action for philanthropic and educational activities.

Difficult Beginnings of the Bolivian Adventist Mission
In the distribution of Adventist publications among the educated

population, as well as in the establishment of schools among the
natives, there was produced varying levels of violence and persecution

toward the pioneers of Adventism. 1In the case of the publications, the
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first colporteur that came to Bolivia in 1898, after having been
condemned to death, had his life miraculously saved by the
intervention of a judge who was interested in the Adventist teachings
(Neufeld 1976:168).

In relation to the establishment of schools among the indigenous
peoples, we turn to the history described by non-Adventist
anthropologists such as W. Carter and M. Mamani (1982), and J.
Strobele (198%9), whom concluded that the Ilandholders used the
indigenous peoples in free labor, and were not interested in their
education. Strobele cited Carter and Mamani to recall some sayings
that the landholders circulated among the natives: "The first who
learns to read shall have his tongue cut out. Any peasants who desire
to have or lock at a book shall have his eyes poked out; fingers will
be cut off of those who try to write with a pen" (Strobele 1989:127).
It is not shocking, then, that the first missionaries, like Fernando
Stahl and Pedro Kalbermatter, suffered persecution and violence on the
part of those who were interested in keeping the natives ignorant, nor
is it strange that Adventist schools became famous in the region and
were "extraordinarily appreciated by the peasant farmers" (Carter and
Mamani 1982:376).

As happened in Peru (see p.109), the growth of the Adventist
Church in Bolivia followed the path of the elementary and secondary
schools. By the year 1929, there were 1350 2Adventists and 30
elementary schools. Thirty years later, in 1960, the mmber of members
had grown to more than 8000, and the elementary schools had reached

226. By 1990 there were almost 80,000 members.
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FIGURA 46

BOLIVIA: DECADAL GROWIH RATES FOR
ACTIVE MEMBERS (il ), CHURCHES (\\\ )/ AND PASTORS ( fEE).

SOURCE:  General Conference, Ammual Statistical Report.




117
The Adventist Church in Chile

Adventist publications seem to have made the great impact in the
beginnings of the Adventist mission in Chile. It was by means of
publications in French received in northern Africa, that various
families accepted the Adventist doctrines before immigrating to Chile
toward the end of the 1880s (Spicer 1892:152). In the following decade
various colporteurs that came from the United States and Argentina,
were successful in the distribution of Adventist publications, and
prepared the way for the first baptisms in this territory. 1In 1895,
when G. H. Baber, the first ordained minister, arrived at Valparaiso to
be in charge of the mission in Chile, there already were various
baptized members as a result of the work of the self-supporting
missionaries dedicated to the distribution of publications. Baber also
reported in 1897 that on a trip through Santiago, Angol and ILos
Angeles, following the route used by the colporteurs, he had baptized

25 new members (Baber 1897:235).

The Production of Spanish Publications
It was also in Chile where the production of publications in

Spanish began in the South American territory, and due to that, the
impact of publications in this country, went beyond its own borders,
and was an important element in the beginnings of the Adventist mission
in the rest of the Andean countries, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. In
this aspect, the outstanding figure was Eduardo Thomann, an immigrant
of Swiss origin who accepted the Adventist faith together with his

brother Victor, around the year 1895, as a result of work by the
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colporteurs Davis and Bishop. Seeing the need to prepare Spanish
publications, and counting on the help of Pastor Baber, in charge of
the Chilean Mission, Thomann began the printing work around the year
1898, and at the begimning of the 20th century he initiated the
publication of a magazine, Las Sefiales de los Tiempos (The Signs of
the Times), which turned out to be an important factor for sowing the

Adventist doctrines the whole length of the Southern Pacific.

The Growth of the Church

Toward the end of 1896 there already were some 70 church members
in Chile (Neufeld 1976:262). Ten years later this number had grown to
237 members that met in seven organized churches. By the year 1930,
the number of churches had grown to 29, and 1770 members.

During the first years of the 20th centu;:'y, Chile was a territory
that could be called "base field"; the West Coast Mission with its
headquarters in Chile, included the rest of the Andean countries.
Various families of self-supporting missionaries moved from Chile to
various cities of Peru and Bolivia, and were important elements in the
expansion of the Church in these territories. Since the year 1907 and
onward, each Andean country had its own mission.

Chile had its most important percentages of growth of active
members during the decade of the 1960s, when they reached a 146% DGR.
As to the growth of the congregations, the highest percentages were
reached in the last decade, with a 116% growth for the larger churches
and 124% for the smaller congregations. Let us see in detail the

 statistics on the following pages.
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FIGURE 48

CHILE: DECADAI, GROWIH RATES FOR
ACTIVE MEMBERS (i), CHURCHES (\\N), AND PASTORS ().

240%
200%
75 ]
£ 160%
&
2
&)
=2
3 120%
=
=
80%
40%
DECADE: 1960~1970 1970-1980 1980-1990
YEAR: 1960 1970 (DGR) 1980 (DGR} 1990 (DGR)
MEMBERS: 7,120 17,560 (146%) 37,048 (110%) 67,890 (83%)
CHURCHES : 62 95 (53%) 148 (55%) 320 (116%)
PASTORS: 30 63 (110%) 103 (63%) 130 (26%)

SOURCE:  General Conference, Annual Statistical Report.




121
Conclusion

In the Andean countries of the South American Division, the
pioneers of Adventism prepared the way for an important expansion of
the Church. Especially in Bolivia and Peru; their efforts were
outstanding in establishing better living conditions and educating of
the native populations, even though not everyone shared and accepted
their religious beliefs. Today the Church in South America has reached
its highest percentages of growth precisely in those countries where
the pioneers not only preached the gospel, but in a marked way
practiced it by means of their works of mercy in favor of the peoples

less fortunate of the territory.




CHAPTER 7

ORIGINS, ESTABLISHMENT AND EXPANSICN OF
THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH IN ERAZIL

Brazil is the largest country in Latin America, not only because
of the immense dimensions of its territory, but alsoc for the numbers of
inhabitants that it has. Within the Adventist Church it is the second
country in the world in quantity of church members, only superseded by
the United States. Brazil has more than 50% of the Adventist
membership in the South American Division territory, and from the
administrative point of view, it has more ecclesiastical unions than
exist in the rest of the South American territory. One administrative
union of the Church includes several conferences and missions, which
in turn are integrated by all of the churches and institutions of a
determined territory. The South American Division has seven
administrative unions, of which four are in Brazilian territory. Only
two countries in Latin America have more than one union in their
territory: Mexico and Brazil. For that reason we have dedicated a

complete chapter for each one of these countries.

The Beginnings of the Adventist Mission in Brazil
In the edition of the Review and Herald, March 6, 1888, is found

the first written report relative to the Adventist work in Brazil. It
is the publication of a letter written by two Brazilians of German
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origin, Dressel and Verwiebe, whom requested new Adventist publications
in German, Portuguese and ITtalian (Dressel 1888:157).

Through this letter we know that Dressel had earlier received
publications in German, and that he had distributed them among three
hundred German families that formed the Brusque Colony of Santa
Catarina.

Following the modern principle of homogeneous units of population,
Dressel and his friends, yet non-Adventists, continued expanding the
Adventist doctrine in German colonies situated within their sphere of
influence. When F. H. Westphal, who had come to Argentina in 1894 to
be in charge of the administrative work of the Adventists in South
America, visited Brazil in 1895 and made a tour of the German colonies
of the interior of Santa Catarina, he found dozens of persons
interested in the Adventist message, and in the colonies of Bruscque
and Gaspar Alto fifteen of them were baptized. By the end of 1895
there were thirty-five converts in Brazil, all of them of Germanic
origin (Neufeld 1976:184-186).

In accordance with what was said in the previous paragraph, it
would not be unusual that the first administrators of the Church also
were of German origin. Missionaries like Graf, Hedrich and Spies were
sent in the last years of the 19th century from Germany to take charge
of the Adventist activity in Brazil. Also it is not surprising that
the descendants of those first Germanic families continue supporting
with their human and financial resources the advancement of the Church

in Brazil, and many of them occupy leadership positions.




124

In the year 1906 an important administrative restructuring of the
Church took place which brought about the formation of four regions
with their respective conferences or missions. Two self-supporting
conferences were organized in the southern part of the country, in the
regions of Rio Grande Do Sul, Santa Catarina and Parana. The two
missions that were organized in the central and northern parts of the
country, were named Sao Paulo Mission and North Mission. With the
passing of years the North Mission became the North Brazil Union with
one of the greatest challenges for evangelization: the Amazon Basin.
The Sac Paulo Mission, on the other hand, received the great challenge
of urban evangelization: the immense metropolis of Sao Paulo. Of both
challenges, and about the mamner in which the Church confronted them,

we will refer to further on.

The First Publications in Portuguese
The necessity of having publications in Portuguese to distribute

among the native population, had already been felt by Dressel in his
letter of 1888. However, twelve years passed until the printing of
publications in Portuguese had been initiated. Coinciding with the
first publication in Spanish printed in the South American territory
{see p. 118), Guilherme Stein started to publish O Arauto da Verdade
(Herald of Truth) in July of 1900. Since those humble beginnings, the
production of Adventist publications in Brazil has had an impressive
growth. Even though our statistical analysis does not include a growth

study of the Adventist publications, it could be of interest to the
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reader to know, that according to the statistics of 1990, the
Brazilian Publishing House, the Adventist publishing house for all of
Brazil and some of the other Portuguese-speaking regions, is the third
largest publisher in the world field in volume of sales only superseded
by the two publishing houses in the United States. Nevertheless, if
you take into consideration the purchase power in both countries, the
$14,000,000 in sales of the Brazilian Publishing House, far exceeds the
sales of the Review and Herald and the Pacific Press publishing houses
which produced $19,000,000 and $18,000,000 respectively in publications

during this same year (General Conference 1990:40).

Church Growth in the Tast Decades

In 1960 the membership in Brazil was approaching 60,000 members,
who met in 280 organized churches, and more than 1000 smaller
congregations. Already in that year the Brazilian membership
represented a little more than 50% of the total membership of the South
American Division. Ten years later, the membership had increased
almost 170% and the nmumber of organized churches had doubled. This was
the most important decade in percentages of growth of Adventists in
Brazil. In the last two decades the DGR has remained around 80%, and
the greatest percentages of growth have shifted, as we have seen in the
previocus chapter, to the Andean countries. However, the total number
of members contimue to be impressive. The Church surpassed the half
million mark in membership in Brazil by the end of 1990, and the

organized churches were nearing 2000. Let us look at the statistics:
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FIGURE 50

BRAZIL: DECADAL GROWIH RATES FOR '
ACTIVE MEMBERS (il ), CHURCHES ( ¥\ ), AND PASTORS (i,

240%
200%
wn
E
< 160%
;
==
2
=
S 1
A

80%

40%

DECADE: 1960-1970 1970-1980 1980-1990
YEAR: 1960 1970 (DGR) 1980 (DGR) 1990 (DGR)
MEMBERS: 59,759 161,187 (169%) 298,433 (85%) 541,182 (81%)
CHURCHES : 279 584 (109%) 851 (45%) 1,883 (121%)
PASTORS: 279 395 (41%) 572 (44%) 1,072 (87%)

SOURCE: General Conference, Annual Statistical Report.




128
The Amazon: A Challenge to Evangelization

The Amazon River Basin, with its millions of hectares of virgin
jungle, represents one of the biggest ecological challenges of the
planet. For the Church, all of northern Brazil represents an immense
challenge for evangelization. When the North Brazil Mission was
organized in 1906, there were 5 churches with 176 members and only 1
ordained minister to attend . . . almost half of the continent!

In 1928, American missionaries, Leo and Jessie Halliwell came to
northern Brazil. They had already worked a number of years in other
regions of Brazil. Halliwell had been named president of the Lower
Amazon Mission, and in the first travels of introduction to his new
territory, this nmissionary was impressed with two great needs: the
first was on the sociological order, as he ‘witnessed the tremendous
needs of the peoples and indigenous tribes living on the Amazon’s edge
and its tributaries. The second great need was in relation to the
means of transport to reach these peoples and tribes: the only
possible way was aquatic transport. |

Motivated by the moral and financial support from some of their
North American friends, and prepared in a limited way with some short
courses on tropical illnesses, on July 4, 1931 the Halliwells launched
into a medical-missionary project that would extend far and wide during
the next thirty years. The launch "Luzeiro", with the missionaries and
an accompanying pilot, began its first medical-missionary trip on the
waters of the Amazon and its tributaries.

These missionary launches that travel the various rivers of Brazil

today--taking health, food and education to thousands of indigenous
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Brazilians—-have opened the way for an acceptance of the gospel in an
ever growing manner.

In a similar manner as occurred in the highlands of Peru and
Bolivia, the practical gospel through acts of mercy along the shores of
the Amazon, awakened the appreciation and respect of the native
peoples, and prepared hearts for the reception of the Christian
message.

Not only the indigenous peoples appreciated this work; the
government of Brazil recognized this missionary, as a pioneer of the
Christian social work highly appreciated, and honored Halliwell with
the order of the Southern Cross, the highest award given by the
Brazilian govermment to a foreigner that has given valued service to

the country.

Church Growth in Northern Brazil

As we said before, the gospel preached and practiced in a joint
manner, produced positive results for the Church and its growth. The
North Brazil Union has had, in the last three decades, the greatest
index of growth in all the Brazilian territory. In the decade of the
1960s the members multiplied from 5000 to 20,000, reaching a 280% DGR,
and the Sabbath schools multiplied 218% during the same period. In the
following decades the percentages of membership growth also grew to
supersede 150% per decade. It is also worth emphasizing that the North
Brazil Union was the only territory of the South American Division

where the percentage of multiplication of churches superseded the
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multiplication of members. In the last decade there was a 230% growth
of organized churches and a 176% membership growth.

But the northern region of the Brazilian territory not onily
represents a challenge in the area of evangelism, it continues to be a
great challenge in the social area. The theme of the social
responsibility of the Church in face of the acute problems of Latin
America has produced heated debates in varied religious and theological
circles. Even though the Adventist Church did not participate in the
majority of these discussions, with its performance and practice it is
really taking a clear position in reference to the Christian attitude
in a world tragically affected by sin and its consequences. The
importance of the theme of social responsibility of the Christian in
Latin America, causes us to dedicate a complete section of ocur study to

this issue.

challenges of the Urban Mission in Brazil
Urban mission, due to its impressive challenges and intricate

problems, has become a specialized area of study of modern missiology.
The evangelization of the large cities, like the sclution of their
social problems, are motives for profound missiological reflexion.
Latin America has some of the biggest urban challenges in the world.
The cities of Mexico, Sao Paulo, Buenos Aires, Santiago, Lima and many
others could be interesting and important elements for study as special
cases in urban mission. Due to the limitations of our analysis, it is

not our intention to study this theme in depth. However, the specific




131
case of Sao Paulo, should be briefly considered relating to Adventism

in Brazil.

The Kev to Success of the Adventists in Sac Paulo

The statistics of the last thirty years seem to clearly indicated
successful approximation of the Adventists to the evangelization of Sao
Paulo. In 1960 the Adventist Conference of Sao Paulo, which included
the city and the state with the same name, had 14,437 active members
that met in a few more than 200 Adventist congregations, of which 52
were organized churches. Thirty years later, the membership of the
Church has increased to almost 100,000 members in the same territory
and the congregations large and small have reached 800. Taking into
consideration only the city of Sao Paulo and its suburbs, in 1990 there
were more than 70,000 church members meeting in nearly 500
congregations, of which 246 already were organized churches (General
Conference 1990:18,19).

Almost all of the returned surveys from the Adventist leaders from
the area of Sao Paulo, coincided in indicating two basic elements to
explain the constant growth of the Adventist in this metropolis: 1) a
lay movement of large proportions in the urban and suburban areas of
this territory, 2) the use of family homes as the initial location for
new Adventist congregations.

Without a doubt, the multiplication of congregations has been the
key element in the urban evangelization of the city of Sao Paulo. And
the lay element or volunteerism has been the practical tool in reaching

this multiplication. Using a type of centrifugal mission, the laymen
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have been ready to leave their congregations and chapels to start a
small, new congregation, most often in their own home and neighborhood.
This spontaneous movement extended the Adventist faith to almost every

suburb and area of the city.

Conclusion

In studying the growth of the Adventist Church in Brazil, one can
sketch certain guidelines that the Church followed, whether it be in
spontaneous or plamned form. In the first stage the strategy was to
work in homogeneous units of population, principally in the southern
part of the country among the German colonies. A well-defined, second
stage was accepting the challenge represented by the Amazon Basin. In
this stage, the social and philanthropic action directed toward the
indigenous tribes along the length of the large rivers of Brazil,
brought not only the gospel and social relief to these peoples, but
also gained the recognition and respect for the Church on the part of
the authorities and the general population. The third stage, even at
present active and growing, has been the awakening of the spontaneous
lay movement of great proportion, which has been the basic element for

the multiplication of congregations in urban and suburban areas of the

country.




CHAPTER 8
ORIGINS, ESTABLISHMENT AND EXPANSION OF

THE ADVENTIST CHURCH IN THE COUNTRIES OF
THE RIVER PLATE BASIN: ARGENTINA, PARAGUAY AND URUGUAY

The three republics of Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay, have lbeen
known traditionally as the "River Plate Republics", or "the countries
of the River Plate Basin". The Paraguay River empties its waters into
the Parand, and this, along with the Uruguay River, forms the River
Plate, that in turn changes into a wide estuary with outlet to the
Atlantic Ocean. Across those same rivers, various international
bridges join these peoples in symbolism of ﬁe bonds of friendship,
race and language that united them historically.

From the Seventh-day Adventist point of wview, these three
countries are also united in one administrative jurisdiction called the
Austral Union of Seventh-day Adventists, with headquarters in Buenos
Aires. Therefore following the historical and dencminational
tradition, we will study these countries together.

This is the territory where the author of this study was born,
raised, and served the Church as minister and administrator for more
than thirty years. Of all the Latin American nations, these three are,
then, the best known and analyzed. In a previous work carried out by
the author, he made a study of the Adventist Church in these

republics, analyzing the growth of the Chwurch up to the year 1985
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(Viera 1988). Let us begin the present analysis with Argentina, and we

will continue in alphabetical order with Paraguay and Uruguay.

The Adventist Church in Argentina

At the beginning of the 19th century there was produced in
Argentina a sprout of national Adventism under Francisco Ramos Mejia,
who in 1811 was a member of the city council of Buenos Aires. Ramos
Mejia had read theological reflections published by a Chilean Jesuit,
Manuel Lacunza, in his book la Venida del Mesias en Gloria v Majestad
{(The Coming of the Messiah in Glory and Majesty), and the same as José
Maria Gutiérrez de Rosas in Mexico (see p. 21), Ramos Mejia ended up
cénvinced of the imminence of Christ’s return, and started to ammounce
it among his fellow citizens. When a few years later, this Argentine
patrict was in charge of relations between the central govehmmt and
the indigenous peoples of the southern part of the country, he began to
teach the indigenous peoples his religious beliefs, including the
imminent return of Christ and the Sabbath as a sacred day. This
provoked problems with the leaders of the Catholic Church and the
goverrment, whom finally asked him to present his religious views in
writing. In 1820 Ramos Mejia wrote a small paper entitled: Evangelio

de que Responde a la Nacidn el Ciudadano Francisco Ramos Mejia. One

year later, on December 11, 1821, a document preserved until now in the
General Archives of the Nation, declared that effectively Ramos Mejia
not only observed the Sakbath, but also influenced others to do so
{Neufeld 1976:1181).

Of course, this bud of national Adventism in Argentina was not
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related to the Adventist movement initiated by William Miller, nor with
the Sabbath observers whose movement started in New England in 1844.
However it can be considered as a pioneer movement of the Adventist

ideas along the River Plate.

Beginnings of the Adventist Mission in Argentina
Almost seventy years went by since the disappearance of Ramos

Mejia until the Adventist believers again had an echo in Argentina.
This occurred almost simultanecusly in two provinces of the central
region of the country: Santa Fe and Entre Rios. In the first, some
families of Swiss-French origin belonging to two different colonies of
immigrants started to observe Saturday as the day of worship, as a
result of reading publications in French- sent by Adventists in
Switzerland. This occurred between 1885 and 1890. At the same time,
four Adventist families, dedicated to agriculture, moved from Kansas in
the United States to the province of Entre Rios, Argentina, and
immediately started to share their faith among those who spoke their
same mother tongue: German. It is not surprising, then, that the
first congregations of Adventist believers were formed among
homogeneos units of population, in the French and German colonies of
the Santa Fe and Entre Rios provinces.

The Adventist work in the capital of the nation, Buenos Aires,
began as a result of the work of three self-supporting missiocnaries,
sent by the Foreign Missions Board of the General Conference in 1891.
These colporteurs dedicated themselves to distribute Adventist

publications mainly among the English-speaking inhabitants. For that
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reason also, in Buenos Aires, the first converts produced were from
homogeneous units of population.

The first ordained pastor arrived in Argentina in August of 1894,
and in a little more than two months had organized the first three
churches, precisely in the sectors of populations formerly mentioned:
the first church was organized among the Germans of Entre Rics, the
second among the French in Santa Fe and the third with English-speaking
members in Buenos Aires. By the year 1900 there were already eleven

organized churches with 367 active members (Neufeld 1976:68,69).

Administrative Organization of the Church
The first two decades of the 20th century were a period of

administrative organization for the Adventist Church, not only for
Argentina, but also for the rest of the South American countries. 1In
the year 1901 the South American Mission was formed with three
missionary fields: Brazil Mission, Chile Mission, later called the
West Coast Mission, and Argentina Mission, later called River Plate
Mission. Five years later, the South American Mission attained "union
status", as a self-supporting territory. It was also in 1906, that the
Uruguay Mission and the Upper Parand Mission (which included Paraguay
and the northern region of Argentina) were organized.

In the year 1916 an important administrative reorganization of the
Church took place, which with minor changes, has remained in place
until the presemt. 1In this year the South American Division was
formed, in charge of the Adventist activities in all of this territory,

with headquarters in the city of Buenos Aires. After several years the
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headquarters was moved to Montevideo, and recently to Brasilia. Also,
in 1916 the Austral Union was organized, with headquarters in Buenos
Aires, for attending to the activities of the Church in Argentina,
Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay. This administrative structure continued
until 1966, when chile formed a separate Union.

Even though the city of Buenos Aires was for many years the
administrative headquarters of the Church for a vast territory, and
still is for all of the region of the River Plate Basin, the federal
capital of Argentina has been a city relatively resistant to the
gospel. The organized churches inside the radius of the capital still
does not surpass a dozen. However, the Church has grown much more in
the suburbs of the city called Greater Buenos Aires, where the
membership is close to 10,000 believers who meet in some 50 organized

churches and many other smaller congregations.

Growth in Recent Decades

The percentages of growth of members and churches in Argentina has
not been as impressive as other ILatin American regions, however
progress has been continmuous. In the year 1960 the Church had 12,000
members who met in 77 organized churches. |‘Thirty years later the
membership had grown to 57,000, and the churches to 286, which
represents approximately a 60% DGR. The only ‘decade in which they
surpassed these percentages was the decade between 1970 and 1980, when
church membership grew 81%, but again declined to 60% in the last

decade.
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FIGURE 51
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The answered surveys from Argentina indicate in general two
factors explaining why the growth of the Church has not been as
significant as in other Iatin American territories: 1) a people
resistant to the gospel, and 2) lackluster participation of laymen in
evangelization duties. With reference to the first factor, actually
the people of Argentina, especially in the central region of the
country that is more populated and with a higher standard of living, is
highly secularized in spite of considering themselves religious by
tradition. The secularization of thought and lifestyle of the people,
is more visible in the large cities like Buenos Aires, Rosario,
Cérdoba, Mendoza and the other cities of the central region. But also
highly secularized populations are found in the northern and southern
regions of the country. The secularization of the urban populations is

a big challenge to evangelization, and will be considered later on in

our study.

The Adventist Church in Paraguay

As in various countries of Iatin America, the Adventist mission in
Paraguay began among the colonies of immigrants. Between 1892 and
1893, Lionel Brooking, a colporteur, visited the Paraguayan Chaco and
distributed Adventist publications among the foreign colonies (Snyder
1895:462). 1In 1901 another colporteur, E. W. Snyder, visited a German
colony, the National Colony, and found various believers of Adventist
ideas. Five of them were baptized (Snyder 1901:382). By the year

1912, there were seven organiZed churches with 198 members, the greater
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part of whom belonged to the colonies of immigrants (Neufeld
1976:1081).

This relatively promissory beginning of Adventist mission in
Paraguay was, however, stalled by external and internal factors.

Among the internal factors that could be considered important is
the fact that the Church did not immediately organize a mission in
Paraguay, but the mission was directed, for many decades, from
Argentina where the headquarters of the Upper Parand Mission was.
Among the external factors, the religious prejudice of the peoples,
which included the use of violence, dissuaded not only the interest of
perspective believers, but also diminished the activity of the
missionary forces of the Church. Another external factor that had its
influence in the decline of the Paraguayan -membership in the first
decades of the 20th century, was the Chaco War. At the end of the war
it was declared that "The war between Paraguay and Bolivia . .
reduced the mmber of our believers. However, we still have one
hundred faithful brethren in that republic [Paraguay]" (Revista
Adventista 1937:11).

Growth in Recent Decades

Until the year 1947, when the Paraguayan Mission was organized,
the membership had decreased instead of increased. However, with an
administration established in the territory itself, the situation
reversed. By 1960 there were 500 members and 5 organized churches.
The best decade for growth of the Church was experienced in the 1970s,
when it reached an impressive 277% membership growth, and 100% in the

muitiplication of churches.
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