The Gift of a Lifetime
by Katie Shaw

Close your eyes for a moment.

The realization of a 40-year dream at Andrews
University was more than just cause to cele-

Imagine the soft light of dusk,

brate; it was cause to give thanks to God

stars just beginning to twinkle.

and to the generous donors, John and

Now imagine a crowd of

Dede Howard, who made this exqui-

men looking distinguished

site facility a reality.

in dark suits and rented
The weekend of October 18-20,

tuxedos, and women in

2003, was a long and busy one for

the fancy dresses they

the hundreds of Andrews

never thought they

University students, faculty, and

would have occasion to

staff members, as well as commu-

wear again. Imagine

nity volunteers, who performed
and helped everything to run

young children in bright
costumes, excitement palpable. Imagine volunteers
and violinists, singers and
stagehands, all with one
thought: perfection. Welcome
to opening night at the Howard
Performing Arts Center.
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smoothly. But amid the warm-ups
The finale featured the University Choral
Union and Orchestra, conducted by Stephen
Zork with Peter Cooper, pianist, performing
Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy, Opus 80.

and attention to detail, the weekend
was also magical. Four hundred
Ruth Murdoch Elementary, Village
Elementary, Andrews Academy, and
Andrews University students gave stirring performances at the two identical
Inaugural Concerts Saturday and Sunday
nights at 8:00 p.m. Two community ensembles
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also performed, Quintessence Brass from
South Bend and the Renaissance String
Quartet from St. Joseph. Both concerts were
followed by gala receptions complete with
mini empanadas, bruschetta, fresh green and
red grapes, an assortment of mini pastries,
and glasses of sparkling white grape juice.
Sunday’s open house from 2-6 p.m. attracted nearly 400 campus and community members. Children and adults were invited to try
out different instruments at a musical petting
Spectators filled the lobby during Saturday night’s intermission.

zoo; music professor Julia Lindsay gave a

The AU Symphony Orchestra and

demonstration on better singing in the
shower; librarian Katherine Smith from the
Berrien Springs Community Library displayed children’s books; and local community groups performed in the hall free of charge.
Students were invited to a special opening
concert just for them on Monday, October 20.
Peers performed piano, vocal, string, and
other selections. A hot beverage bar and biscotti were provided following the concert,
Dave Wilber, project supervisor, left, chats with Mike
Hohnstein , Fiskars foreman for the project.

and fireworks officially ended the weekend.
"One of the most important aspects of this
facility,” said Tami Martinez, director of
University Relations, “is that it literally opens

Dr. Andreasen presented John & De
which included signatures of

up our campus to the community. We are providing something of value—through this
venue, and its programming—to our
Southwest Michigan community and beyond.”
The community began responding to the
Howard Performing Arts Center several
months ago, signing up as volunteer ushers,
greeters, ticket takers, and box office staff.
Nearly 60 campus and community volunteers worked to make the weekend as seamless as possible. "Volunteers are a crucial part
of the whole process," said Derek Bradfield,
manager of the Howard Center. "They proJulia Lindsay, soprano, performed three operatic pieces accompanied
by the University Orchestra, Lawrence Golan, guest conductor.
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vide a critical link to the outside world as
they

The University Wind Sympho
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involve their families, friends, and communities at large."
Niels-Erik Andreasen, Andrews
University president, reflected on the
acoustical experience of the performance
hall. "Before the opening concert began,
the performance hall was completely
silent—not a sound was heard through
its massive walls from the lights bulbs
above or the air handlers beneath. And
then the sound of music began, clean and
pure, rolling out from the instruments

d guest conductor, Lawrence Golan.

and voices, filling the entire hall and stopping by every single seat. That is what our
many guests from near and far, town and
gown, church and community expressed.
The Howard Performing Arts Center is a
marvelous musical instrument."

The community open house, held Sunday, Oct. 19,
included a musical “petting zoo” in the lobby.

Nicol Robinson, senior music education
major, gave a short student response during the Saturday and Sunday evening concerts, thanking the Howards and all of the
other donors for their gifts. She said, "We
[the music students] were the inspiration
for the design of this building that now
inspires us. The generosity with which this

ede Howard with a photo by David Sherwin,
Andrews music students and faculty.

home was given to me, to us, to all future
musicians here at Andrews, makes it
impossible not to strive for a higher quality
and beauty in our music-making."

Berrien Springs Children’s Chorus performed Agnus Dei by
Ron Kean; Stephen Zork, conductor; Lisa Jardine, pianist.

John and Dede Howard, generous benefactors and the buildings’ namesake, feel
they are the fortunate ones. "Many have
expressed their gratitude, but we express
our gratitude for being able to provide the
impetus for this project."
More pictures of the weekend are available at www.andrews.edu/hpac.

ony conducted by Alan Mitchell.
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Katie Shaw (BA ‘00) is a contributing
editor for Focus.

John & Dede Howard pose with excited members of the Andrews
University Symphony Orchestra.
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