A Gift of Music

by Heidi Kilmer
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t a February 22, 2001, press
conference, Andrews University
President Niels-Erik Andreasen
announced a gift to the university that
brings the dream of a campus performingarts center very close to reality. The largest
single contribution ever made to Andrews
University includes funds for a substantial
portion of construction costs, estimated at
10.5 million dollars, and a maintenance
endowment.
"Thanks to a most generous gift from
John and Dede Howard of St. Joseph,
Michigan, Andrews University is happy to
announce the projected development of a
performing arts center on its Berrien
Springs campus," Andreasen said in his
opening statement. "We are delighted with
this partnership between Andrews
University and the Howard family.
Andrews University has always been
committed to musical presentations of the
highest quality in keeping with the
cultural, ethical and spiritual values of the
university, and we are excited about the
opportunity to further enrich the
Southwest Michigan community by
providing a venue for musical
presentations consistent with these
principles."
President Andreasen added, "Andrews
University’s historic mission has been built
on a long-standing commitment to
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excellence in music and the fine arts both
on campus, in the community, and through
WAUS, our classical radio station. The
donors, Mr. and Mrs. Howard, identify
with our values of quality music, the
development of young musicians, and the
many aesthetic benefits that music brings
to our community. The Howards have been
generous people and have helped many
people through their time and monetary
support. It is evident that this gift to
Andrews falls within their pattern of
philanthropic donations to both music and
young people."
The proposed center seats 850 people
and provides performance space for 230
musicians. It will stand at the front of
Andrews’ 1,600-acre campus, across from
the Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary and adjacent to the Horn
Archaeological Museum. A planned new
campus entry, which has been
contemplated for some time, will give the
community easy access to the facility. The
Howard Performing Arts Center, which
will also house WAUS, may include an art
gallery and recital hall. It is scheduled to
be completed by Fall 2003.

CONTINUING A TRADITION
OF EXCELLENCE

Listeners from the community and
beyond exclaim over the music that
Andrews University brings to their lives.
For this important role in the cultural life
of Michiana, Andrews University’s
Department of Music abounds with energy
and talent. It offers 5 majors, 3 minors and
3 graduate degrees. Currently it enrolls 56
majors, 18 of whom are graduate students.
Ten full-time and 18 adjunct professors
provide the instruction. During spring
semester of the present school year over
170 music lessons will be taught, 141 to AU
students and 38 to community residents.
AU’s music department oversees seven
performing groups: Andrews University
Singers, Men’s and Women’s Chorus, Wind
Symphony, Trombone Ensemble, Brass
Quintet, and Choral and Symphony
Orchestra. Numerous student-led music
groups further enrich the music scene. In
the 2001-2002 school year the department
of music will feature over 60 performances
with more than 200 student musicians.
Amy Jo Reese, a junior music major,
describes her experience in the department:
"Music has always been an important pillar
in my spiritual and emotional health. In
the several years before attending Andrews
University, I participated in many musical
church ensembles and conducted several
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estimate of $6,000. "I told Walter,"
WAUS
Griggs recalled, "that the students
could raise the money in three
nd what about Andrews’ radio stamonths by soliciting friends from
tion? In 1920 John Fetzer went on
those whose names they could secure
the air with amateur radio equipment from
far and near. As I talked, I grew
his home in Lafayette, Ind. Then, in 1921,
enthusiastic and told him I was sure
Fetzer transferred his wireless equipment
they could raise the money in two
to Berrien Springs, Mich., where he went
months. I got more enthusiastic and
on the air with the callsign 8AZ, which
eventually became WEMC. For eight years
told him I knew they could raise it in
people knew the station as "The Radio
thirty days! Then I told him he
Lighthouse." Publications at the time listed
should lead in the campaign . . . I
it as one of the ten best radio stations in the
suggested that the evening worship
U.S. But during the financial difficulties of
two days later could be taken by the
the Great Depression John Fetzer reacfaculty for a concert, and that he
quired WEMC and transferred it to
should give a speech on the necessity
Kalamazoo.
of the music building and propose
Broadcasting at the college did not cease,
that the students build it."
however. For over 30 years student-operated local stations served the campus and
Griggs continued, "All this made
vicinity. In 1967 Andrews University began
poor Walter groan. He strongly
planning for a new noncommercial FM staquestioned the ability of the students
tion, and Robert E. Upton of the Whirlpool
to raise $6,000 in thirty days, and
Corporation headed a capital campaign. In
more seriously questioned his ability
1971 radio station WAUS was established.
to lead in such a movement. Believe it
Rachel Cabanilla, senior music education major, is
or not, in twenty-eight days Walter
a concert violinist with the Symphony Orchestra
Murray
and I stood on the rostrum and
Andrews is confident that the goal will
and will be graduating in December 2001. Future
had
our
picture taken while being
indeed be achievable."
plans may include a Masters of Music in Violin
handed a certified check for $6,000!"
Performance.
Thanks to human exertions and God’s
blessings, the original music building
A DREAM FULFILLED
church choirs and instrumental ensembles.
was erected in 1920. President Percy W.
A church founder had also said
I have always hoped that the musical
Christian oversaw completion of the
something else: "We might receive far more
expressions and the camaraderie of these
current music building in 1953.
favors than we do in many ways if we
small groups would strengthen the faith
But, alas, the department of music and
would approach men in
and resolve of both the performers and the
the radio station have
wisdom, and acquaint
hearers. I am very grateful for the
outgrown their small,
them with our work . . . "
opportunity to enhance my own skill as a
structurally inferior, and
That is exactly what
performer and conductor/ teacher
technologically
happened when
through formal music training at Andrews
inadequate studio and
accountant Glenn Poole
University. After graduating, it is my
performance spaces.
(‘67), stepped out in faith.
desire to continue music ministries in the
Already in 1978 President
Glenn says, "We have
church and to teach privately in fine arts
Joseph G. Smoot was
known John and Dede
schools."
developing a campus
Howard for many years
master plan that included
and have great
a new performance hall.
appreciation for their high
"Andrews is taking
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moral values and sincere
seriously
the
counsel
of
desire to support the
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Ellen
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at
Battle
Glenn
and
Margaret
Poole
their principles. When
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for
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University.
higher
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that
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intellectual
and
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culture
than
any
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for
the
local community in the
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other
institution
of
the
kind
in
our
land.’
way
of
promoting
fine arts, I asked them if
sole building, the sounds of instruments
To
ensure
that
AU
musical
entities
they
had
ever
considered
a gift to Andrews
and voices filled the entire campus. But the
continue
to
provide
excellent
University.
I
mentioned
that
Andrews had
school needed a music building! One day
programming
and
are
prepared
to
meet
long-standing
plans
to
build
a performing
President Fredrick Griggs called senior
the
demands
of
the
21st
century,
the
arts
center,
but
that,
due
to
the
lack of funds,
class president Walter Murray to his office
Alumni
and
friends
of
Andrews
University
it
had
never
become
a
real
possibility."
to tell him he had talked with John
have undertaken an ambitious campaign
Poole immediately detected an interest.
Sampson, a local builder, about a music
to
establish
a
brand
new
performance
hall.
"I
offered to make arrangements for them
building. Sampson provided plans and an
With the support and generosity of all,
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to meet with President Andreasen. Within
a few days Andreasen and David Faehner
met with us to present the University’s
master plan and initial concepts of the
performing arts center. They came wellprepared and inspired John and Dede to
begin making definite plans for a
substantial gift to the University."
The Howards have resided in St. Joseph
for many years. Mr. Howard is widely
known as the conductor of the St. Joseph
Municipal Band and the St. Joseph High
School Band. Mrs. Howard has focused
volunteer efforts on behalf of battered
women and children. Together they have
endowed music scholarships through
various local colleges and foundations.
Both are members of the First
Congregational Church in St. Joseph.
They recall that "Years ago when
musicians from Emmanuel Missionary
Gregory Lindquist, senior music education major, plays the trumpet in a recent performance
College came to be a part of the St. Joseph
with the University Symphony Orchestra.
Municipal band, sing in the choir and play
the organ at our church, we became aware
optimistic that the remaining funds can be
TOGETHER, WE CAN BUILD
of the quality music the college provided.
raised over the next two years." A
A SOUND FUTURE
We have enjoyed attending concerts at the
development council has been created to
"The Andrews University Department of
Johnson Gym, Burman Hall, and the
encourage contributions from civic leaders
Music has been blessed with talented and
church, but we feel both the school and the
and philanthropic sources. A broad-based
committed musicians who excel at
community need a performing-arts center."
approach to alumni and friends of the
teaching and performing and who value
When asked how music became his
university, and local as well as national
representing our
passion John replied,
foundations and corporations, is
university to the
"Since the seventh or
underway.
community," stated
eighth grade I have
Friends and alumni of Andrews
Peter Cooper,
known I wanted to be
University who are deeply committed to
department chair.
a musician. I always
continuing the University’s heritage of
"This generous gift
listened to music and
excellence can support the campaign with
from the Howards
felt a part of it; I
their gifts.
will enable us to
would pick up an
President Andreasen makes this appeal:
broaden our
instrument and have
"Nothing matters more than the human
influence and share
a propensity for it.
spirit. All else is temporal and fragile,
our talents with an
How we think and
whether our economy, our cities, our
even wider audience,
what we read and
transportation system, our health, but the
and will provide our
listen to all affect our
spirit conquers all. It represents God’s
music students with
lives. I knew I wanted
most precious gift to the human family.
a professional
to give young people
The Howard Performing Arts Center on
performance venue."
quality music."
the campus of Andrews University will be
Cooper applauds
He continued, "Dede
dedicated to that human spirit. Music and
the Howard
and I are pleased that
joy, beauty in sound and sight, will fill that
John and Dede Howard
Performing Arts
we are in a position to
splendid center and lift our spirit as
Center’s potential for
support Andrews
individuals and as community. I invite
providing a world-class facility for music
University with this contribution. We are
you to join the Howards and Andrews
performance, strengthening the
both looking forward to working with the
University by helping us make this center
community’s appreciation for artistic
university in the development of this new
a reality soon."
expression, and at the same time preparing
facility and hope before long to invite music
young musicians for careers in musical
lovers in the community and at the
performance.
university to attend the opening concert."
David Faehner shares the enthusiasm.
"Many of our friends in the community
and our alumni are very excited about the
Heidi Kilmer is the development officer for
new performing-arts center, and we are
the Howard Performing Arts Center project
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