LIVING THE NEW

DISPENSATION
YEAR ONE IN THE
UNDERGRADUATE LEARNING CENTER
lark Kent could go into a phone booth and
come out as Superman. And for years,
professors in Nethery and Griggs Halls went
into their phone booth-sized offices and
came out trying to be super teachers. This last year it
got a lot easier: they changed the phone booths. Griggs
Hall (opened in 1938) was torn down, Nethery Hall
(opened in 1942) was significantly remodeled, and
Buller Hall was completed. We have just finished year
one of the new dispensation, an appropriate time to
reflect back on how the new quarters have affected our
lives and the lives of the learning community. n
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What Buller means to me—space—beautiful, human space. I absolutely
love the large, well appointed public areas where students continually
congregate to relax, visit and more often than not do serious studying.
It happens right outside my door and I love it. The esthetic space of
Buller is wonderful and well used.
And in my own little world—well, for the last year or so that my office
was in the old Griggs Hall there was a permanent addition strategically
placed on my reader’s desk. It was a 40-gallon trashcan that regularly
filled and needed to be emptied of dirty water that ran off the roof and
down through the ceiling in a steady stream any time it rained. It rains
plenty in Michigan, but now it stays outside where it is needed and I
only hear its distant drum through the grand window beside my desk.

SUSAN ZORK

Religion & Biblical Languages Faculty, BUL120
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by Scott Moncrieff with contributions from Undergraduate Learning Center
faculty, staff and students

We are really thankful to have had such a tremendous change
from Griggs into Buller. It feels like from “under the bridge” into
Buckingham Palace.

ERHARD GALLOS

Religion & Biblical Languages Faculty, BUL121
In Buller we enjoy the departmental lounge where students are able
to study quietly in an environment conducive to reflection. We utilize
the space for hot chocolate Sabbath activities with singing from the
hymnbooks and playing biblical games during the winter. With our
new grand piano we look forward to singing together even more.

PAUL PETERSEN

Religion & Biblical Languages Chair, BUL124

A grand piano was recently donated to the Department of Religion & Biblical
Languages. It fits nicely in the back corner of the spacious lobby area.
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What I particularly enjoy about Buller Hall, aside from its newness
and its attractive architecture, is the comfortable atmosphere. On
any given day, one can see students of all academic levels with their
laptops set up and their books out, using the new whiteboards or
simply enjoying a quiet atmosphere in which to work. Buller Hall’s
classrooms, amphitheater, and even restrooms, benches and lounges
created a professional looking, yet comfortable environment that aided
my studying and learning as a new undergraduate.

GIVAN HINDS

Sophomore Pre-PT Major
One thing I will never forget from Andrews is the two Honors plays that
I was able to perform in Buller Hall’s Newbold Auditorium. I‘ve had
the opportunity to perform on various stages throughout seven years
of drama involvement in high school and middle school, and although
Newbold was not designed to be a drama theater, it was still robust
enough to allow for two very entertaining productions.

ARCHIE WHEELER

Sophomore Physics Major

We are experiencing the dream. The students love to come here, and
they stay in the chairs close to the fireplace, drinking hot tea and
studying. Groups of prospective students arrive and we have plenty of
room for them to gather around the tables and talk to the faculty. We
have had social events on Saturday nights for the students in our office
suite. At the end of the day, the research center remains open until
11 p.m. and there are always students in there studying until the last
minute. They love the windows that make such a great study area. It is
a welcome change to have a controlled temperature environment and
plenty of room in our workroom for printing and making copies. Our
enrollment is also considerably higher this year than it has ever been.
Everyone loves it here!

BEV PECK

Behavioral Sciences Administrative Assistant, BUL212
My old office was a very small corner office and if you were
claustrophobic, a panic attack would ensue. Personal space issues
were out the door. There was not enough room to share space with my
student worker. Imaging trying to seat a prospective student and their
family in a room that only seats two comfortably. Now I have room to
talk with prospective students and their families comfortably. In fact,
many share how nice my office is and seem more relaxed when visiting.
God blessed. Space, glorious space!

HARVEY BURNETT

Behavioral Sciences Faculty, BUL221
The common space outside my office is a popular student area for
studying, relaxing, small group meetings and even an occasional
drama rehearsal. Students take advantage of the space mornings,
afternoons and evenings. This allows me to interact on a more informal
basis. I will often strike up a conversation with questions like what are
you working on? How are things going? Que pasa (what’s happening)?
And so forth. This has led to further discussions and sometimes prayer
for something a student is dealing with or is concerned about. I can
also offer words of encouragement, advice and merriment.

LARRY ULERY

Behavioral Sciences Faculty, BUL234
In the Department of Behavioral Sciences we have more than 130
undergraduate majors and about 20 graduate students. In Nethery we
had no space to work with our students. Some offices were the size of
toilet stalls and others had no windows. Well-designed space creates
community. Our space in Buller has helped create a great sense of
community. Students and faculty work together on research projects
in our lab as well as in the space outside our faculty offices. Students
work together on projects in our space. In the winter they gather by the
fire to discuss their work, great theories and ideas from their classes.
In many ways our space has created a classic academic environment
where students gather to interact with professors and each other to
explore ideas, data and their developing understanding of their majors.

DUANE MCBRIDE

Behavioral Sciences Chair, BUL224
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In Buller, all the classroom furniture is on wheels, so it’s easy to
rearrange. For smaller, discussion-based classes like the Honors
elective I took this spring, Cognitive Science & Faith, having the ability
to push the desks out of their rows and into a large square contributes
quite a bit to better discussions. Practically, it’s nice—you can respond
to your friend’s thoughts about free will without contorting around to
see him. Situationally, you’re sitting as if on a panel, which means you
feel your opinion is a legitimate part of the discussion. And you’re on
the same level as the professor, which makes all their thinking more
accessible. It’s a small thing, but being able to move the furniture to a
more egalitarian level represents the kind of learning that Buller Hall
was designed to foster.

SAMANTHA SNIVELY
Senior English Major

We no longer
have to listen
to thunking,
squealing
radiators
during class.
DIANNE STAPLES
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Center for Intensive English, NH200

Opposite: Duane McBride and Beverly Peck in the
reception area of the Department of Behavioral
Sciences Above: The Newbold Auditorium is used
for classes, lectures, plays, church and more
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This past year, I spent most of my time in Buller and Nethery, either in
class or studying. The bridge makes it so much easier to move between
the buildings without being exposed to the heat, cold, snow or rain.
The huge windows and artwork on the walls also add a nice touch. I am
really glad the bridge is there!

PARIS ROLLINS

Sophomore Behavioral Neuroscience Major
I’m glad they decided to remodel Nethery Hall and not tear it down. It
has a lot of character and history in it. We turned it back to its former
glory, the way it looked in the 1940s, but better. It’s updated, easier to
get around in, and students have more space to study.

KEVIN WEIN

Custodial Supervisor
Since we’ve moved to our new location right next to the stairs on the
main floor, Student Success has been busier than ever. Students find it
easy to stop by on their way to or from their general education classes,
and we are able to welcome them more graciously with a much larger
reception area. We also appreciate our dedicated student workspaces
and testing room.
Last fall a student toured the new and old buildings and described
her delight in the linking of new, modern architecture with old, classic
academia.

CARLETTA WITZEL

Student Success Center, NH100

Paris Rollins appreciated the bridge between Buller
Hall and Nethery Hall as she traveled back and forth
between classes during all kinds of weather

Our previous location in Nethery Hall was not inviting. There was
not much space for visitors to sit down. Everything seemed cramped
together. Now we finally have a gathering space for colloquiums and
other gatherings. Our faculty also has more office space.

It’s so fulfilling to have space in the department for students to
congregate and interact. The meeting room is an added benefit.
It’s really a multi-purpose room. In addition to being a venue for
faculty meetings, it serves as a quiet place for students and faculty to
fellowship as they eat their meals.
I’ve heard very favorable and grateful comments from students for
the almost-smart classrooms that facilitate a better learning context.
Yes, it’s a hundred times better than the old Nethery. I am also grateful
for the much improved and efficient HVAC system that provides cleaner
heat and air circulation. Thank you to the donors!

BRADLEY SICA

2012 Graduate, History & Political Science
With two huge tables, comfortable arm chairs and table chairs, a long
food deck, a fireplace, and a 60” flat screen HD TV, we can easily gather
together 20 or more students and faculty for parties and colloquiums…
and generally have the opportunity to interact with our majors outside
the classroom in ways that were practically impossible in Nethery Hall.

BRIAN E. STRAYER

History & Political Science Faculty, BUL127
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Left–right: Carletta Witzel, Erling Snorrason, Darla
Smothers-Morant and Kris Knutson in the new and
improved space for the Student Success Center

MELCHIZEDEK M. PONNIAH
Communication Faculty, NH228

After decades of sharing and enjoying the company of the religion
department faculty, listening to the joyful voices and steps of hundreds
of students going up and down the stairs every day, and receiving
unexpected visits from mice, it was difficult to move out of Griggs Hall.
On the other hand, it has been great to move into a remodeled building
in which all our faculty now share the same space in very comfortable
office suites which also allow for more conversation and interaction
with student workers and language tutors.
Another plus is working in a place with a good (and quiet) heating
and cooling system that provides a better environment in offices and
classrooms. So far the move has been a benefit for both students and
faculty.

PEDRO NAVIA

International Languages Chair, NH211

I miss the
mice in
Griggs Hall.
Not really.
ELAINE NAVIA

International Languages, NH213

I’ve been surprised at how much architecture aids function. Before,
my assistant’s desk was too close to mine. I could hear all that was
going on as she received students. Now she has a better area to receive
students, we have a nice place for students to sit and wait, more like
Barnes and Noble and less like Meijer. Our workspace is efficient,
productive and service oriented.

DONALD MAY

CAS Deans’ Suite, NH135

Left–right: Caryl-Lynn Ferguson, Keith Mattingly, Donald May and Evelyn
Perez in the College of Arts & Sciences Deans’ Suite lobby area
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I love my new office window view—quite an improvement over the
dented and dusty air-conditioner unit I used to see blocking my view.
I love seeing the maples and oaks between me and Bell Hall and the
play of their leafy shadows on the brick walls in the late afternoon.
Really, our new office area has made a big difference. I feel like I’m
accomplishing much more than before, probably because I have
adequate space in which to navigate. And more than one electric
outlet.

DOUGLAS JONES
English Chair, NH129

Edith Stone (former professor) used to say that our offices were so small
you had to go out into the hallway to change your mind. It’s lovely
to have an office large enough to conference with students without
invading their personal space.

BRUCE CLOSSER

English Faculty, NH130

My old office had the same footprint area as a 2012 Prius: 72 square
feet. Fine car, but would you want to fit three bookcases and a desk in
there and meet with students? The only functional layout was to have
your desk facing the wall, your bookcases up against your back, and
space for one student visitor chair to your left or right, depending on
which wall you faced. Hello Bartleby the Scrivener.
The nadir came, one day, when a prospective student was visiting
with her parents. With a little knocking of legs I was able to get two
“guest” chairs into the office, and suggested Parent B could sit in
another chair, “second row,” just outside my door. “No problem,”
responded Parent B. “I’ll sit on [Parent A’s] lap,” which she did for a
few surreal minutes.
With the redesign, my space doubled. I have enough shelves for
books, two student chairs, with room for five or six visitors at a time, if
need be. It’s lovely to have a wall 30 inches from my nose. My thoughts
have a little more room to expand. I thank God every day for these new
quarters.
I also love to see students enjoying the extra couches, armchairs,
window seats and tables that have made our buildings more userfriendly. I’ll bet even Bartleby would enjoy sitting at one of our plush
alcove chairs and browsing the latest issue of Books and Culture. n

SCOTT MONCRIEFF
English Faculty, NH123

Scott Moncrieff (MA ’84), professor
of English, truly does enjoy making
use of the plush alcove chairs in the
Department of English.

Beverly Matiko’s office now has room for showcasing art and books, and
welcoming students and guests

One of Virginia Woolf’s most remembered proclamations is that a
woman needs her own income and “a room of one’s own.” For my first
two decades of employment at Andrews University, I was grateful for
half of that equation, a regular paycheck. But my office was, at best,
a demi-room, a space where I could store my book bag, a thermos of
chamomile tea, and several folders of student essays.
This new space makes it much easier to try on ideas. I can swivel
around in my desk chair without having to tuck in my elbows. I’ve
upgraded from a subcompact car to a comfortable midsize. I can
welcome a prospective student and even a parent or two into my office
without that too-many-people-in-this-elevator feeling. Hemingway
extolled the benefits of “a clean, well-lighted place.” I think my present
office space in Nethery 121 would make the cut—even for that exacting
prose master.

BEVERLY MATIKO

English Faculty, NH121
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