FACULTY & STAFF
W

hat do card games, the first-ever Siegfried
H. Horn Excellence in Research and Creative
Scholarship Awards, the tubing hill and Dave
Ferguson playing a game show host have in
common? Survey says…All were a very memorable part of
the 2011 Andrews Family Game Night & Awards Presentation,
held on Sunday, Feb. 27, in the Howard Performing Arts
Center. Each year at this annual event, awards and
recognition are given to faculty and staff members for Yearsof-Service, Excellence in Service, Spiritual Life and Daniel
Augsburger Awards for Excellence in Teaching. This was
the inaugural year for the Siegfried H. Horn Excellence in
Research and Creative Scholarship Award.
The evening began
at 4:30 p.m. with table
and card games, such
as Rook and Scrabble,
in the lobby of Chan
Shun Hall. At 6 p.m.,
game night-themed
snacks, including PBJ
sandwiches, mac-andcheese and corn dogs,
were served in the
Howard lobby.
The entertaining
highlight of the
evening was Family
Fusion, an Andrewsspin on the popular
game show, Family
Feud. Dave Ferguson,
director of the
Undergraduate
Leadership Program,
served as the host.
Host Dave Ferguson kept the participants and
There were four
audience entertained for Family Fusion segments,
which included an actual clip from 1979 with Dave
rounds of Family
Faehner, vice president for University Advancement
Fusion, with teams
representing the
Seminary, College of Technology, Administration, School
of Architecture, College of Arts & Sciences, School of
Education, School of Business Administration and Staff. Each
team of three players had a team name, for example, the
Administration team was called “Big Cheese” and the School
of Business Administration team was called the “Balancers.”
Ferguson read fictitious survey questions, such as, “Name
a frequent Saturday night destination” and “Name a part of
campus that’s most difficult to keep clean.”

24

FOCUS

David Faehner, vice-president for University Advancement
and a member of the “Big Cheese” team, held the distinction
of being the only Family Fusion participant to have actually
appeared on the real Family Feud. Much to the amusement of
the audience, a clip of Faehner’s 1979 appearance on Family
Feud was shown.
Throughout the program, rounds of Family Fusion were
interspersed with the presentations of the awards.

Excellence in Service Award Recipients
Steve Nash, assistant to the deans for financial and strategic
planning at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary,
has become a valuable and indispensible member of the
Andrews community. Through the years, Steve’s philosophy
of service has been to provide superior service to further the
Seminary’s mission while using the talents God has given
him. One colleague comments, “Steve’s a wonderful asset to
the seminary family, and is a genuinely likable Christian. He
is not limited to the performance of his responsibilities; he
serves with dedication.”

L–R: Steve Nash, Michelle Wallis, Sharon Dudgeon

For more than 25 years, Sharon Dudgeon has been a part
of Andrews University through its affiliate organization,
WAUS 90.7 FM. Most of this time has been in service as the
manager of WAUS. Sharon’s employees have identified her
as a great person to work for, a motivator, affirming, willing
to help and a strong leader. She has provided capable,
meaningful direction in the outreach of classical music to the
Southwestern/Michiana area.

SERVICE AWARDS
In only four years, Michelle Wallis, employee benefits
specialist, has become very competent and knowledgeable
in handling the many facets of benefits management with
efficiency, poise and grace. She is a vital part of the team that
touches the most sensitive nerve in the body—the pocketbook
nerve. Michelle always seems to deal with her customers in
a kind, Christ-like manner, specializing in making the rough
places smooth and hard challenges easy.

Daniel A. Augsburger Excellence in
Teaching Award Recipients
Kim (Sam) Chuah, professor of economics, is appreciated by
his students evidenced by comments ranging from “Dr. Chuah
makes me understand material by giving real world examples”
to “Dr. Chuah rocks.” An excellent teacher and researcher,
Sam has also committed time and energy to being a sponsor of
the Andrews University Chinese Student Association, assisting
the president with regional alumni meetings, representing the
School of Business Administration at international forums,
and serving as a Sam Walton Fellow. In a few months, he will
complete his service at Andrews and take on another role:
president of Hong Kong Adventist College.
James Doran, assistant professor of aeronautical technology,
has been an inspiration to his students in the classroom as
well as one-on-one. He is well known for being a wealth
of knowledge, a great pilot and a highly respected chief
flight instructor. Under his leadership, the aviation flight
program has developed a true “safety culture.”His honesty
and spiritual encouragement for others is a blessing. One
of his students commented, “Jim Doran is one of the most
respectable people I have ever met. His influence has helped
shape a change in my life. He is very much appreciated.”
Ann-Marie Jones, assistant professor of social work,has
transformed her teaching from extraordinary to excellent
through a combination of hard work and extra training. After
her dissertation, she completed a course on cooperative
classroom techniques and joined a faculty learning group
to improve teaching performance. Her evaluations are now
among the highest in the department. Students enjoy group
discussions, debates, interactive role plays and frequent
laughter in her classes, saying “Dr. Jones is committed to
teaching and expects a lot from her students.” As the BSW
program director she moved forward several long-dormant
initiatives. Additionally, she serves as co-president of the
International Association of Adventist Social Workers.

Front Row L–R: Sam Chuah, Darah Regal, Dianne Staples, Barbara Reid Back
Row L–R: James Doran, Peter Swanson, Mark Moreno, Rob Zdor Not pictured:
Ann-Marie Jones

Mark Moreno, associate professor of architecture, always
goes the extra mile to make his classes interesting,
meaningful and practical for his students. When you see
a different architecture student in a wheelchair every day
it is because he or she is on assignment to understand the
common obstacles faced by people who have various physical
challenges. This scene, and other similar practical methods
of teaching, are the results of the dedication and investment
in teaching by Mark in his unique classes: Placemaking
Studio, Person Environment Theory, and Renaissance Kids.
Darah Regal, assistant professor of audiology, joined the
Department of Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology
over a decade ago and has consistently demonstrated
an optimistic and enthusiastic attitude with regard to
her students’ ability to learn. She has acquired new
teaching strategies to assist students in mastering difficult
audiological concepts and is willing to go to the second,
third or even hundredth mile to ensure their success. As a
teacher, she is also intentional about integrating faith in
the classroom through meaningful devotionals and earnest
prayers. It is no wonder students describe her as “genuine,
caring, compassionate!”
Barbara Reid, associate professor of teacher education,
joined the faculty at Andrews in 2006. Since her arrival,
she has successfully achieved her objective to “teach
science education courses at the university level, mentor
pre-service teachers and continue to pursue research in
WINTER 2011
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science instruction.” Barbara negotiates classrooms for
student teaching experience and assists pre-professional
candidates in their transition from student to student teacher
to professional teacher. She keeps a watchful “mothering”
eye out for those who may be struggling and provides the
necessary mentoring and support to launch them on the path
towards successful teaching careers at both the elementary
and secondary levels.
Dianne Staples, associate professor of English, has
distinguished herself on campus as capable and innovative
in the classroom. She has developed a unique Englishlanguage-and-cultural-immersion-program in her classes
to meet the needs of students and professionals. One of
Dianne’s colleagues attests, “Dianne’s approach to classroom
teaching is, in a word, elegant.” Students in her courses—
whether English majors in linguistics class, grad students in
Language and Culture, or international students in grammar
and writing—all agree as one student notes, “Ms. Staples is
an exceptional teacher. I learned so much about the close
connection…between language and culture.”
H. Peter Swanson, assistant professor of pastoral care,
has given 22 years of exemplary dedication to the Seminary
community. Not only as an accomplished educator, but also
consistently rendering service as a professional counselor,
director of assessment for the Seminary and chair of the
Department of Christian Ministry. His research and reporting
has contributed much to understanding the essential
dimensions of the work of a professional pastor. He is a source
of wisdom for colleagues and students alike. Many from both
groups have been molded spiritually and professionally as
a consequence of the gentle but effective mentoring that
characterizes his approach to guidance and learning.
Robert Zdor, professor of biology, arrived at Andrews 20
years ago with enthusiasm and high expectations. Students
comment on his open spirit towards others and faith that
has obvious priority in his life. Their evaluations routinely
use words such as “phenomenal,” “awesome,” “incredible,”
“favorite instructor,” “always available,” “passionate,”
“makes an effort to relate to each of his student’s individual
needs,” and “makes me work so hard but I enjoyed it and
learned so much.” Rob has led the department for years
in his assessments to improve student learning. He has
enhanced his own teaching through research with 28
professional contributions to date.

Siegfried H. Horn Excellence in Research
& Creative Scholarship Award Recipients
This inaugural award was established to recognize lifetime
scholarship achievement of Andrews University faculty
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L–R: Shandelle Henson, Karen Allen, Larry Burton Not pictured: Richard
Davidson

members. The chair of the Scholarly Research Council
accepted nominations in four separate categories: Arts,
Humanities and Education; Pure and Applied Sciences;
Professional Programs; and Religion and Theology. Award
recipients, who must be associate or full professors and fulltime employees for a minimum of five years, were selected by
the membership of the Scholarly Research Council.
Karen Allen, professor of nursing, was the recipient for
the area of Professional Programs. Karen has shown an
outstanding commitment to scholarly endeavors. She is the
author of two academic books and one monograph and also
serves as an editor for four academic journals. As a procurer
of grants, Karen has been the principal investigator for one
received from the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration and two received from the Center for
Substance Abuse Treatment. She is also an active presenter at
professional conferences and meetings of government health
departments across the country.
Larry Burton, professor of teacher education, received the
award for the area of Arts, Humanities and Education. Larry
has led out in Profiles, a major research initiative for the North
American Division Office of Education. In the last four years
he has led a study of the university’s biology program funded
by a National Science Foundation grant. Each of these projects
involves students with hands-on research opportunities.
Larry has chaired 15 dissertations to completion and been on
countless other dissertation committees. He is also the editor
of the Journal of Research on Christian Education.
Richard Davidson, J.N. Andrews Professor of Old Testament
Interpretation, was the recipient for the area of Religion and
Theology. Richard’s most elaborate, scholarly publication is
Flame of Yahweh: Sexuality in the Old Testament. His other
academic and professional books are Typology in Scripture,

In the Footsteps of Joshua and A Love Song for the Sabbath.
He has contributed 36 chapters to various book projects, 25
articles for refereed scholarly journals, and 47 articles in
professional journals. He is also a renowned speaker and has
presented lectures and sermons around the world.
Shandelle Henson, professor of mathematics, received the
award for the area of Pure and Applied Science. Shandelle’s
specialty is mathematical ecology in which she has produced
groundbreaking mathematical models that describe the
behavior of flour beetles, seabirds and harbor seals. Much of
her work has been done with the Seabird Ecology Team, an
interdisciplinary group of biologists and mathematicians.
Shandelle’s scholarly productivity includes a coauthored
book and 53 referred publications. She also serves as editor of
three research journals. Since coming to Andrews, Shandelle
and her collaborators have garnered five National Science
Foundation grants totaling approximately $1,000,000.
Students have benefitted from her mentorship as participants
in all aspects of research.

40 Years-of-Service Award Recipient
Alan Anderson has taught
physical education, technology
and drivers’ education at Andrews
Academy since 1970. He graduated
from Andrews University with
a Bachelor of Arts in industrial
education and received a Master
of Arts in industrial education
from Western Michigan University
in 1974. Alan quietly works
behind the scenes doing what
needs to be done without anyone
knowing, understanding or
even sympathizing with him
regarding his extremely heavy
Alan Anderson
responsibilities. He is often seen
riding his bicycle to class or
running with his students down by Lemon Creek. Alan is also
known for his willingness to calmly set aside what he is doing
to give verbal advice or practical assistance.

35 Years-of-Service Award Recipients
Dean Snow has served as manager of Custodial Services
since 2007, and has dedicated all of his service at Andrews
entirely to that area. He earned a certificate in auto
mechanics from Andrews University in 1974. Always willing
to respond to a need or request with helpful suggestions
and work force, he continues to elicit responses like: “Wow!

Dean Snow has been so helpful and expedient in meeting our
request. He is such a pleasure to work with. His whole team is
so friendly and helpful. They work so hard and Dean Snow is
there leading the way.”
Jeannie Wolfer
is certification
registrar for the
Department of
Teaching, Learning
& Curriculum. Her
colleagues remark
that she is pleasant
to all whom she
meets, cares for the
students, and helps
them plan just the
right schedules. One
colleague says, “I
L–R: Dean Snow, Jeannie Wolfer
suspect she knows
more about certification than anyone else, and probably does
more comprehensive advising than anyone on campus.” She
also goes the extra mile for her colleagues, and many cite her
incredible support, both as a colleague and as a friend.

30 Years-of-Service Award Recipients
Douglas Jones is professor of English and chair of the
Department of English. He received a Bachelor of Arts in
English in 1972 from Walla Walla College, a Master of Arts in
English from Andrews University in 1980, and his doctorate
in English from
Michigan State
University in
1990. Jones has
acted as director
of the Writing
Center, director
of University
Relations and
editor of Focus,
professor of
teacher education,
and co-director
of numerous
on-location study
L–R: Douglas Jones, Øystein LaBianca Not pictured:
programs in Europe. Valerie Phillips
Øystein LaBianca is professor of anthropology and the
“father” of the modern Department of Behavioral Sciences. He
graduated from Andrews University in 1971 with a Bachelor
of Arts with honors in behavioral sciences and religion. He
earned a Master of Arts in anthropology from Loma Linda
WINTER 2011
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University in 1976, and completed his PhD in anthropology
at Brandeis University in 1987. LaBianca is a member of
numerous professional societies including the American
Schools of Oriental Research, of which he is vice-president
for archaeological research. His work in Jordan has received
grants from the National Geographic Society, the National
Endowment for the Humanities, and other foundations.
Valerie Phillips is an associate dean of the women’s
residence hall. She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in
behavioral science and a minor in English from Atlantic
Union College in 1978, and continued her graduate studies
at Andrews University. Before coming to Andrews, she
was an aide at Worchester Memorial Hospital in 1978
and an assistant chaplain at Battle Creek Sanitarium and
Hospital from 1978–1980. She is known for her warm and
compassionate spirit, her quick wit and exceptional wisdom,
and countless acts of unexpected kindness for her students.

25 Years-of-Service Award Recipients

Front row, L–R: Christine Carlson, Nancy Carter, Frances Faehner
Back row, L–R: Werner Pressnitz, Randall Younker, David Faehner, Glenn
Russell
Not pictured: Fernando Canale, James Hayward, Cynthia Helms,
Christine Robbins
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20 Years-of-Service Award Recipients

Left–Right: Jimmy Kijai, David Nowack, Alice Williams, Dixie Scott
Not pictured: Ruth Abbott, Edelmira Guzman, Ronald Knott, John
Markovic, Lauren Matacio, Avani Pinheiro, Claudia Sowler, Thomas
Straman, Socorro Terrero

15 Years-of-Service Award Recipients

Front row, L–R: Kristine Knutson, Anna Piskozub, Wanda Cantrell,
Shelly Perry, Katherine Koudele
Back row, L–R: Timothy Trine, Allen Stembridge, Lester Birney, Charles
Tidwell, R Clifford Jones
Not pictured: Larry Burton, John Carlos Jr, Bryan Clayton, Josip
Horonic, Rhonda Peak, John Reeve, David Sherwin, Erling Snorrason,
Reginald Swensen

10 Years-of-Service Award Recipients

Front row, L–R: Roberta Colwell, Dina Simmons, L Monique Pittman,
Darah Regal, Delyse Steyn
Back row, L–R: Rodrick Snow, Jon (Michael) Harris, Rita Pusey, Deby
Andvik, David Susens
Not pictured: Larry Adams, Skip Bell, James Doran, Cheryl Doss, Todd
Freeman, Phillip Giddings, Vida Giddings, Alvin Glassford, José Goris,
Enid Harris, Magaly Hernandez, Joon Hyuk Kang, S Joseph Kidder,
Trevor O’Reggio, Sheila Prillwitz, June Scott-Grzybowski, Stephen
Thorman, David VanDenburgh

5 Years-of-Service Award Recipients

Spiritual Life Award Recipient
Lael Caesar, professor of
religion, has been a member
of the Andrews University
faculty since 1996. Comments
from colleagues and students
attest to his spiritual impact on
campus. “Lael Caesar is a man
of the Word, passionate about
the words, the phrases, the
nuances, the chapters and verses
of God’s Holy Word. He reads it,
memorizes it, meditates upon
it, and shares it with whomever
he can and wherever he can.” A
student noted, “Dr. Caesar gave
me the impression, since the first
day of class, of a man seeking
Lael Caesar
to follow God’s principles.
Through his teaching of the
Old Testament, he led me to consider God’s love and mercy
with a passion coming directly from his own experience.”
Throughout the years Lael and his wife, Lena, have opened
their hearts and home to dozens of students who have gone
on to become leaders in nations around the world.

Front row, L–R: Galina Dyman, Graciela Gaytan, Vicki Thompson
Back row, L–R: Felipe Tan, Erno Gyeresi, Glenn (Chip) Meekma,
Wilfredo Diaz
Not pictured: Marjorie Bates, Daniel Bortz, Duane Covrig, Stefanie
Elkins, Alan Kirkpatrick, R Andrej Kis, Laren Kurtz, Hyung Kwon,
Anne Oyerly, Evelyn Perez, Armand Poblete, Keila Sanchez, Vicki
Wiley, Richard Wright

Visit www.andrews.edu/news for
further details and audio files of
the recorded tributes.
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