After a two-year hiatus, the Passion Play returned to the campus of Andrews University on Sabbath, March
26, 2016, under the auspices of the Center for Youth Evangelism. Directed by Joshua Stahl, a seminary
student, hundreds of individuals experienced this interactive portrayal of the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Four cast members share their feelings about the transformative ministry of the event.
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Playing the role of Mary, mother of Jesus,
was both physically and emotionally
exhausting. It was also one of the greatest
experiences I’ve had the privilege of being
a part of. For my role I had to cry throughout most of the play. More often than not,
the tears were real. I was so overcome with
emotion for how Mary must have felt to see
her son go through what he did. I will never
forget this experience and am grateful to
have been given the opportunity.
Ashley Neu • senior communication major •
“Mary, mother of Jesus”

I loved playing Mary Magdalene because
her story is so powerful, with themes of
redemption, love and salvation in the story
that make me feel so close to Jesus. I poured
myself into the role, and during the dress
rehearsal I startled the assembled scene
directors with the force of my scream. I understand Mary’s terror, pain, loss, redemption
and joy so much more now that I’ve had the
chance to get so deep into her life and story.
It’s an experience I’ll never forget.
Katharina Burghardt • senior music
education major • “Mary Magdalene”
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I was shaken when I heard the soldiers whipping Jesus.
Several of my friends were playing the role of Jesus and
my heart ached as I heard the cries and groans. It was
then that I could identify personally with Jesus and the
disciples in a way I had never done before. As I saw the
suffering my friends were going through, I was deeply
moved. It became real. I will never forget how ridiculous
the crowd was to follow the priests in wanting Barabbas
released. Sound logic and reasoning would show that the
calm Jesus was innocent and the ravenous Barabbas was
guilty. The difference spoke volumes.
Christina Goosey • senior physical therapy major •
“messenger for Pilate, crowd member at judgment
scene & crucifixion”

After one of the resurrection scenes, I took a wrong turn and
ended up outside the gym. To my left was a young family with
two small girls. Realizing that I was still dressed like Jesus, I
approached them...and asked the older sister Lilly (who was
about 8) what she would like a blessing for.
She squinted her eyes, got very thoughtful, and then looked
troubled. “I’m afraid of death,” she said. “I don’t want to die.”
“Have you ever invited Jesus into your heart?” I asked.
“No, I haven’t.”
So I told her how Jesus died for our sins so that we don’t have
to, and that if she invited Him into her heart, she would never
need to fear death again. I asked her if she would like to invite
Him into her heart, and she said yes.
I held out my hand, and asked if she would like to hold my
hand as we prayed. She paused when she saw the painted
hole from the nail on the cross, but made the choice to hold
my hand anyway.
As we prayed, she sincerely repented for her sins and invited
Jesus to be the Lord of her life. When the prayer was over, her
face shone and the fear was gone. As the unseen angels in
heaven rejoiced, I gave her a hug and then headed back inside,
looking for the right door.
But looking back, I don’t think I’d made a wrong turn after all.
John Weiss • community member • “Jesus”
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