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The dream of a prominent entrance to Andrews University was realized on June 2, 2008, as hundreds of
local supporters and dignitaries celebrated the beginning of a New Andrews for a New Century. Today
staff, students and guests enter the campus with a renewed sense of who we are and where we’re going.
by Keri Suarez

“This is the day.” The day Andrews
University officially rolled out the welcome mat and invited the community
to step in, said President Niels-Erik
Andreasen. The grand opening of the
new entrance to campus marked nearly
30 years of planning and culminated
with faculty, staff, students, community
friends and local officials taking part
in the celebration on Monday, June 2,
2008.
Up until the early morning hours of
June 2, crews were busy with the finishing touches on the new J.N. Andrews
Boulevard and its gateway off of M-139
in Berrien Springs. Draped in blue
and gold ribbon, the new entrance
stood ready and waiting to be officially
opened as a crowd of more than 700
gathered to witness the momentous
occasion.
Andreasen began the ceremony by
sharing a personal reflection. “This new
entrance represents the fulfillment of a
personal dream for me. Ever since I first
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arrived here, I cringed at the cumbersome, unattractive, unsafe way this
university welcomed its faculty, staff,
students and guests through the back
door, or the kitchen door as it were. But
no more. We have a proper front door
and you are invited to come in.”
Thanking the donors who made the
dream of a new entrance become a
reality, David Faehner, vice president
for University Advancement, took a
moment to focus on three families
in a special way. David Cromwell

(BA ‘63), and two families who aren’t
Andrews alumni, yet strong believers
of Seventh-day Adventist education:
John and Dede Howard, and the late
William Colson and his wife, Bonnie,
who provided the lead gift for the new
entrance. Faehner shared the series of
events leading to the Colson family
making the largest personal gift in
school history, ending with a quote by
William Colson, “‘God has given me
so much. How can I refuse any worthy
project?’”

Opposite: President Niels-Erik Andreasen
wields a large pair of scissors as Gerry Karst,
Dede Howard, Dick Scott, Heather Knight and
Bill Dustin look on.
Above: Richard Scott, director of facilities
management, thanked the many companies
and individuals involved with the planning
and construction of the entrance.
Right: Student volunteers Carissa LoyAndrews, Aaron Moushon, Rebecca Turk,
Amanda MacGuire and Sarah Tyman enjoyed
the opportunity to celebrate with the crowd
who attended.
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Left top: Board of Trustees members Garland Dulan and Gerry Karst
board the Andrews bus for the first official ride down the new entrance.
Left middle: Donors John and Dede Howard enjoy President
Andreasen’s commentary on the bus.
Left bottom: A historical parade of cars, including a horse and wagon,
followed the bus.
Above: Groups of international students also participated in the
ribbon cutting ceremony.

Richard Scott, director of facilities
management, thanked the many
individuals who were involved in the
planning, design and construction of
the new entrance. A special thank you
was given to Wightman Associates
Inc. of Benton Harbor, Mich., the
lead contractor and project manager of
the project, for bringing together the
vast array of contractor resources in
Southwest Michigan.
Berrien Springs Village President
Bill Dustin said he was glad to have
Andrews University in his community
and offered congratulations on the new
entrance. “For your donor, who gave to
this project, you have done him right.”
Al Pscholka, district representative for
Congressman Fred Upton, said the new
entrance is a great front door. “Twenty
years ago, when I came out here, I drove
right past this place. I didn’t know all the
great stuff that was happening right here.”
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Ernest Hildebrand, supervisor of
Oronoko Charter Township, said, “I
can remember many years ago [getting
updates on the project.] I kept thinking,
‘I hope it happens in my lifetime yet.’”
He added, “It certainly adds a lot of
beauty to your campus.”
Heather Knight, provost for Andrews
University, shared why the new boulevard was named in honor of J.N.
Andrews, for whom Andrews University
is named. A noted scholar and early
church leader, J.N. Andrews also has the
distinction of being the first missionary
to go overseas on behalf of the Seventhday Adventist church in 1874, the same
year Andrews University (then Battle
Creek College) was born.
Knight also pointed out the new
globe photo opportunity feature
complete with adequate parking, a
much-needed asset for a university with
a global mission and vision. “This is the

place to take pictures to say, ‘I was at
Andrews. I have arrived.’”
A prayer of blessing was offered
by Gerry Karst, chair of the Andrews
University Board of Trustees and vice
president of the General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists, followed
by James North, professor of pastoral
care and chaplaincy, who led the crowd
in singing the school song, “Our Dear
A.U.”
Following the ribbon-cutting, the
crowd spilled out onto J.N. Andrews
Boulevard and began putting the new
globe photo-op to use. The Andrews
University bus, carrying university administration and local officials, was the
first vehicle to drive on the newly open
boulevard. A historical parade of classic cars, including a horse and wagon,
circled the boulevard representing the
vast timeline of Andrews University.
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Above: The parade of historical cars
drove through the pull-out photo-op and
information area, which includes a brass globe
signifying the international component of
Andrews. The globe’s base highlights part
of the university’s mission statement: “Seek
Knowledge. Affirm Faith. Change the World.”
Right: Transportation crews didn’t waste any
time taking down the previous university
entrance sign located at the end of University
Blvd. It currently resides in the backyard of the
former University Relations building, which
now houses the Office of Integrated Marketing
& Communication.
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by Keri Suarez

Their all-vegetarian menu may not be
new, but Dining Services is celebrating
the complete renovation of their
kitchen, servery and dining rooms. The
major milestone was celebrated with
an open house held Sunday, Aug. 17.
Hundreds of guests toured the new
facilities and enjoyed hors d’oeuvres. A
ceremonial sautéing of the first stir-fry
was held in the new World Market at
4 p.m.
The old facility was officially closed
in March of 2008 to begin renovations.
During construction, all food
preparation and serving for Andrews
University, Andrews Academy and Ruth
Murdoch Elementary School moved
into a 2,000-sq. ft. area previously used
by the Gazebo, the campus snack shop.
Much of the food prep and cooking
was done in a rented mobile kitchen
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trailer parked next to the Gazebo
entrance.
The new Dining Services menu is
true to a longstanding all-vegetarian
tradition and will feature familiar
favorites combined with new, exotic
dining options scattered across several
new food stations. The all-new “World
Market” brings food prep out of the
kitchen and into the servery with a chef
preparing customized omelets and stirfries. New pizza ovens are sure to make
made-to-order whole grain crust pizzas
a popular choice.
The “Campus Grill” will serve hot
pancakes and waffles in the morning
and hot sandwiches during the lunch
and dinner hours. Customers can
make their own paninis at the “Harbor
Deli” and the “Breakfast Zone” will
feature, among other new choices,

bulk cereal—just one way Dining
Services is striving to become more
environmentally friendly. Classic menu
options, like the campus favorite Sam’s
Chicken (vegetarian, of course), will be
central at the “Andrews Classics” and
“Andrews Classics Too” food stations.
The new “Salad Bar” will have a wide
variety of fresh salad ingredients, fruits,
veggies and cold salads.
From the kitchen to the servery to
the dining rooms, everything is new,
including four new dining rooms.
Named with Midwest pride in mind,
the new rooms are aptly known as the
Lincoln Room (Illinois), the Badger
Room (Wisconsin), the Hoosier Room
(Indiana) and the Great Lakes Room
(Michigan).
The transition toward bulk food
options—a way to reduce packaging
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Students and guests who attended the open house for the new Dining Services expressed their enthusiasm
and delight at the extreme makeover of the Campus Center’s top floor. This transformation begins with
a contemporary stairwell leading into the modern servery which includes several specialized food stations
and an after-hours pizza window. Updated seating offers booths, tables and spacious banquet halls.

waste—is just one way Dining Services
hopes to become, over time, more
environmentally friendly. Dining
Services also hopes the new facility
will encourage more dine-in traffic and
less carry-outs, reducing Styrofoam
waste. “Carry-out containers will still
be available, but we want to encourage
eating in our new dining rooms on our
new dinnerware. We not only want to
be environmentally friendly: we also
want to promote our campus culture
in a social atmosphere,” says Dianne
Wilson, assistant director of Dining
Services.
Dining Services will be fully
operational within the first month of
the 2008–2009 school year.
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Above: The sparkling
new areas were shown
off in an open house
held on Sunday, Aug. 17.
Hundreds of guests came
to tour the facilities and
enjoy hors d’oeuvres.
Left: An architectural
overview of the floor plan
for Dining Services.
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The university’s largest donation included funds that helped establish a new milking parlor for the
Andrews Dairy. This expansion has decreased milking time and produced profits that have already
exceeded expectations. Advanced technology has elevated the agriculture program to a higher level.
The Dairy’s new milking parlor allows
the university to milk 40 cows at a time
(20 per side) so the time spent milking has been reduced by one-third. It
also contains the “bells and whistles”
necessary to help facilitate research for
the herd management program. Each
cow wears an “ankle bracelet” containing her electronic identification. When
she enters the milking parlor, the ID is
read and information about that cow at
that milking is sent electronically to the
herdsmen’s office.
Data collected includes the quantity
of milk produced as well as the temperature and electric conductivity. The
combination of this information helps
the herdsmen decide if this cow is in
the early stages of sickness in which case
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she can be treated promptly. The Dairy
plans to use this data to compare milk
production among groups of cows on a
future research trial with the Michigan
State University College of Veterinary
Medicine Dairy Group.
Interactive educational displays
will soon be available in the spacious
Visitor’s Center.
Above: Milking began in the new parlor on
Wednesday, May 21, 2008.
Right top: Larger milk storage tanks each hold
6,500 gallons of milk.
Right bottom: Improvements in the new
facility include offices, employee locker rooms,
larger milk storage tanks, detailed data on
each cow, and the space for an educational
Visitor’s Center.
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Other current Projects
New PT Laboratory

The Department of Physical Therapy has a new hospital style Inpatient Laboratory,
adding approximately 1600 sq. feet to the current space. The ceiling height is 11
feet to accommodate an overhead unweighting harness system which allows students
to train patients to walk while preventing them from falling. Main features include
four hospital beds, four large mat tables, a portable stairway and a built-in set of
parallel bars. This lab will be utilized to teach basic patient handling skills along with
specialized techniques such as pediatrics, neurology, acute care and geriatrics. Physical
Therapy students learn how to do patient-related activities such as bed mobility
activities, transfers, gait improvement, balance and motor control techniques. The lab
will be an essential component of the Doctor of Physical Therapy program and will
compliment the Outpatient Orthopedic lab already in existence.
Ad Building Parking Lot

The Administration Building parking lot expanded 20 feet south towards James
White Library in order to accommodate two green islands that will hold trees, grass
and new lighting. Irrigation for the green areas has been installed and eight lamp
posts similar to the ones used at the new university entrance will be in place shortly.
Parking spaces have been increased in size by 3–6 inches. Trees will be planted near
the beginning of October to complete the project.
Addition to the School of architecture

Because of the growth in the School of Architecture the temporary architecture
building and temporary modular classroom trailers were no longer adequate to house
the architecture studios. A 4,600 square foot addition is being constructed on the
north end of the architecture building. In 1998, the program had 68 students, and
in 2008, with registration still in progress, there are 156 students. The temporary
modular unit on the north end of the building was demolished and the addition,
double in size, will now house all but one of the architecture studios under one roof.
The School of Architecture continues to seek funding for a new building.
Landscaping in front of campus center

Restricted fund donations allowed re-landscaping to take place in front of the
Campus Center. Pavers, flower beds, Dogwood trees and a bicycle rack were installed.
Additional seating will also be provided.

Future Developments
Upcoming projects include the long-anticipated Buller Hall, which will house the
Departments of Behavioral Sciences, Religion & Biblical Languages and History &
Political Science, plus seven new classrooms.
Preliminary work is also taking place on conceptual plans for a new women’s
residence hall and the renovation of Meier Hall.
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