“Well Done,
Good and Faithful Servant”
Daniel Augsburger reflects on 60 years at Andrews University
by Katie Shaw

“If the Lord delights in a man’s way, he
makes his steps firm” (Ps. 37:23, NIV). As
Daniel Andre Augsburger stepped firmly onto
the pavement of the Niles train station, August
15, 1942, he knew the Lord had guided him
here, to teach at Emmanuel Missionary College
in Berrien Springs, Michigan, for one year. His
ultimate goal was to advance his theological
studies, not teach French to missionaries-intraining, but he agreed to serve temporarily on
the faculty of EMC.
October 22, 2001, Dr. Daniel Augsburger’s
steps guided him into a room full of 200 people, on their feet, applauding this kind, generous, loving patriarch for his years of service to
EMC and Andrews University. Sixty years of
service, teaching longer than anyone else in the
history of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
has ever taught in one place. Augsburger
decided after that first year that he belonged at
EMC and dedicated his life to serving God
through Christian education. “I have often felt
it is necessary to stay in one place to make a
mark in life,” he said. “I wanted to make my
mark with Andrews University.”
Daniel Augsburger was born in Lausanne,
Switzerland, in 1920, and moved to Paris,
France, with his family when he was three
years old. His father was a Seventh-day
Adventist pastor and served as president of the
Leman, North and South France Conferences.
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At that point in France, children were expected
day, where a check would be waiting to cover
to attend school all week long, but
his entire first year.
Augsburger’s father made a deal with the
His next step in getting to America was to
French government. In exchange for their
obtain passage on a ship bound for the United
cooperation in letting his
children stay out of
school on the Sabbath,
he spent one day each
week in jail.
When Augsburger was
nineteen years old, a
friend he had grown up
with contacted him from
Columbia Union College
in Maryland to persuade
him to study in America
the following year. “I
had never thought about
going to America
before,” Augsburger
recalled. He got a job
canvassing in Geneva,
John Markovic, professor of history, congratulates Dr. Augsburger at
Switzerland, to earn
money for his first year’s the open house reception
tuition and passage to
the States. While canvassing, he met a man who showed interest in
States. The government officials assured him
his wish to study abroad. The man asked him
that his visa should have no problem coming
how much money he would need for the first
through and to check back in several days to
year, and, after Augsburger gave him an estipick it up. With this assurance, he went to the
mate, was told to stop by again the following
docks and bought a modest passage on the
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Athenia. Several days passed, and Augsburger
went back to inquire about his visa. He was
told it hadn’t come through yet, but to check
again in several more days. This went on for
weeks and soon it became apparent that
Augsburger would need to cancel his reservation on the Athenia to obtain a full refund.
Wondering why God would lead him this far
and then close the door, Augsburger got his
refund and continued to wait for his visa.
Shortly after the Athenia set sail, World War II
began, and she went down in history as the
first passenger liner sunk in the war. Very few
people aboard the ship lived. When looking
back on this incident, Augsburger reflected
that “God leads by opening and closing doors.
He leads just as much by saying ‘no’ as by saying ‘yes.’”
When Augsburger came to Emmanuel
Missionary College in 1942, he served as an
informant for those soon to embark on mission
service in French-speaking countries.
“Informant was the lowest possible position in
the college at that time,” he remembered with
a laugh. “I was paid $22 per week to help people practice their French. The goal was to
speak like a native so the missionaries would
be taken seriously in the countries they were
going to work in.” That one year as an informant led to sixty more in which he served in
the Modern Languages and Religion departments before beginning his teaching career in
the seminary.

tively. Niels-Erik Andreasen, president of
returned to her office several hours later to
Andrews University, commented that it is comfind three roses from Augsburger’s garden
mon to observe faith in God diminishing as
with a little note of encouragement.
one’s knowledge increases; however, “the more
While attending the University of Michigan,
Dr. Augsburger learned, the stronger his faith
Augsburger taught several French classes,
became.” Augsburger’s major area of expertise
which is where he met his wife, Joyce Pammel,
is the Reformation and, more specifically, John
a native of Niles, Mich. “On the second story
Calvin.
of the
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ed me so
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well.”
rework the
Augsburger
SA into a place where the students could go to
married Joyce in 1947 in Switzerland during a
voice their concerns. At one point, lights out in
double wedding, his sister and brother-in-law
the dorms were set for 9:30 p.m. “It was not
being the other couple. They have three chiluncommon,” Augsburger remembered, “to see
dren, Lydie Augsburger Regazzi, and Daniel,
students in the dormitory hallways crouched
Jr., both of Berrien Springs; and Michel, of
on the floor, studying by the dim night lights.”
Santa Rosa, Calif.
He asked each of the students to talk to their
That October night was dedicated to celefavorite teacher on campus and get them
brating Dr. Daniel Augsburger and the impact
behind their campaign for a later lightshe has made on this campus. It was evident by
out time. It worked and the Student
the diversity of race and religion of those who
Association gained recognition as a
attended that he has touched countless lives of
medium for change on campus. Dan, Jr.,
students, faculty and community members
recalls his father saying repeatedly,
over the years. Elaine Giddings, professor
“There is no limit to what you can do, as
emerita of communication at Andrews
long as you don’t care who gets the
University, related to the audience that she had
credit.”
been invited to share a Friday evening meal
Augsburger received several awards
with Augsburger and his wife while they were
while on the faculty of EMC and
living in Ann Arbor and going to school there.
Andrews University. He was voted
After the meal, they had worship together and
Teacher of the Year by the Student
then prayed. “When Dan prayed, I knew two
Association in 1970, was given the
things,” Giddings said. “First, there was
Andrews Faculty Award in 1979, and was
Someone on the other end of the line, and secthe first recipient of the J. N. Andrews
ond, they were good friends. Dan enjoys God’s
Medallion for Excellence in Teaching in
friendship.” Augsburger continues to be
1979. At his reception on October 22, he
amazed at how God leads in his life and is
was also awarded the General Conference
convinced that the Christian life can be a
of Seventh-day Adventists Award of
happy life, full of smiles and laughter. “I look
Excellence
by
Dr.
Garland
Duland,
associat each day as a miracle, a gift from God,” he
Seated, Daniel and Joyce Augsburger. Standing, L-R,
ate director of the Department of
said. During the final sentences of his speech,
Dan Ausburger Jr., and Lydie (Augsburger) Regazzi.
Education for the General Conference.
Augsburger told his friends that he couldn’t
Although Augsburger is a knowledgewait to go home to Heaven. With tears of joy in
Daniel Augsburger, a scholar by nature, has
able person, he is also very much interested in
his voice, he said, “I hope to hear, someday
earned five higher education degrees in the
the lives of the students and professors around
soon, the Lord say to me, ‘Well done, good and
United States and France: a bachelor’s degree
him. He prays for his pupils daily and enthusifaithful servant.’”
in history and religion from Columbia Union
astically stated, “I love the students!” Ann
College, Takoma Park, Md.; a master’s degree
Gibson, dean of the School of Business at
in German from the University of Michigan,
Andrews University, remembers a time she
Ann Arbor; a master of divinity degree from
was having an unusually tough day. She met
Katie Shaw (BA ‘00) is office manager for
Andrews University; and two doctorate
Augsburger on the sidewalk and put on a
the Office of University Relations at
degrees from the University of Michigan and
smile, but “he always knew how you were
Andrews University
the University of Strasbourg, France, respecdoing under the surface,” she said. She
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