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“Classic Pat”

A retirement tribute evening for Patricia Mutch

“Welcome to a festival of the life of Dr.
Patricia Mutch, extraordinary scholar,
teacher, administrator, colleague, community
leader and friend.” And so began “Classic
Pat,” the Oct. 4, 2009, retirement tribute
concert for Patricia Mutch. Friends,
colleagues, guest artists and University
musical talent honored her contribution to
the campus and community with an evening
full of memories and music in the Howard
Performing Arts Center.
The event was in honor of Pat, joined by
her husband Bill, both long-time familiar
faces at Andrews, having each dedicated
40 years of their careers to the service of
Andrews University and the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
The evening was full of narrative vignettes
of Pat intertwined with musical selections
reminiscent of various periods of her life.
To the sounds of Carolina in the Morning, a
narrator shared how Pat began her academic
career as a student at Southern Missionary
University. But when a favorite professor of
nutrition accepted a position at Andrews,
she persuaded Pat, along with several other
students, to come along. At Andrews, Pat
took part in a study on teenage girls’ dietary
habits. A young chemistry major by the

name of Bill Mutch was responsible for the
chemical analyses. It was in the Department
of Chemistry where Bill and Pat became
better acquainted while packing vitamin
capsules and the urinalysis reports. And their
chemistry was just right. With a little Route
66 rhythm, the audience heard the story of
their courtship followed by their West Coast
engagement, marriage and honeymoon
during the 60s.
After earning their PhDs on the West Coast,
the Mutchs were asked to return to Andrews,
this time as faculty members. Against the
backdrop of Our Dear AU, the story continued
with Pat beginning as an assistant professor
in the Department of Home Economics. Loved
for her keen interest in the wellbeing and
success of her students both in and outside
the classroom, students and faculty remember
with pleasure the mountains of paper
generated by her coursework along with the
stimulating conversation and tasty meals at
the Mutch home.
Setting the mood for her years in
academia and administration were the
tunes of Scarborough Fair and Ebony &
Ivory. The audience learned about the
multitude of campus roles Pat has held:
director of the coordinated undergraduate

program in dietetics, director of the Office
of Scholarly Research, director of the
Institute of Prevention of Addictions, dean
of the College of Arts & Sciences and vice
president for Academic Administration. In
the last three years Mutch returned to the
classroom; worked around the world with
the University’s Community & International
Development master’s program; and updated
and upgraded the University’s emergency
preparedness plans. She is the recipient of
several distinguished Andrews University
awards including the John Nevins Andrews
Medallion in 2008 for excellence in teaching.
Her story concluded with a little California
Dreamin’: a hint of the Mutch’s retirement
plans. Over the years, Pat and Bill turned
their eyes to creatures of the skies when they
needed time to refocus. In a fitting tribute
to both her love of birding and tireless
dedication to Andrews University, Mutch
was presented with a stained glass window
featuring two cardinals, the Andrews’
mascot, as a retirement gift.
In a proper conclusion to the night’s
journey, President Niels-Erik ended with,
“That’s it. That’s Classic Pat.”

Top left: Bill and Pat Mutch
enjoyed a meal with invited guests
before the program began
Top right: The presentation
included a narrative script
accompanied by images of Pat’s
life and musical interludes by
guest artists and University
musical talent
Bottom left: President Niels-Erik
Andreasen was the final narrator
Bottom right: Pat Mutch shared
gracious words of appreciation for
the evening
fall 2 0 0 9

13

»

faculty & staff

Constantine publishes new children’s book
“When Big Artists Were Little Kids”

Edgecliff Press released artist and writer
Greg Constantine’s new children’s book in
November of 2009. The book, When Big Artists
Were Little Kids, is inspired by Constantine’s
own beginnings as an artist.
“I actually had it finished over a year
ago, but publishing has changed since I
published my other books. Then I just went to
a publisher and they snapped it up. But those
were Cinderella stories. So I was really happy
to get this publisher.”
Constantine’s new book is for middle
readers (ages 7–12). It depicts 17 famous
artists, from Leonardo to Warhol, as little
kids. Constantine uses a combination of
the artists’ real biographical incidents and
his own imagination to tell the stories. On
one side of the spread, the book depicts an
incident from the artist’s childhood, and on
the facing page it shows how that may have
influenced their adult work.
“It’s good to be somewhat informed about
what the artist ultimately achieved, and if
not, you will learn even if you don’t realize
it,” said Constantine. “So there’s a certain
amount of education involved.” The book
includes simple questions on each page for
children to answer by looking at the pictures,
promoting the learning experience.

Constantine crafted all of the watercolor
illustrations in the 36-page book himself
and then wrote the stories to go with them.
He already has ideas for sequels to the new
book, even envisioning how it might become
a series. His publisher believes the book is
a perfect kid’s item for museum and gallery
shops around the world.
Constantine, research professor of art
and artist-in-residence, emeritus, taught
painting, drawing and art history at Andrews
University for 46 years. He has published
three books containing his drawings and
paintings infused with sophisticated humor.
Constantine exhibited this artwork in over
62 shows, many in New York, and some
internationally. He earned his BA at Andrews
and MFA at Michigan State University.
The book is Constantine’s attempt to recall
his own childhood and journey as an artist.
“When the idea struck me, I was like a faucet
turned wide open and the artwork was just
pouring out of me, he said. “That’s the way it
happened with all my other books too.”
Constantine was born in Windsor, Ontario,
Canada to parents who emigrated from
Romania. As a child, he remembers filling
all his workbooks with more drawings than
schoolwork. This became such a problem that

Ten year old Vincent van Gogh asking his uncle to paint with bright colors
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order to focus
his attention on the necessary
academic subjects.
Eventually, however, art survived and
prospered in his life as he boldly broke into
gallery exhibiting in New York and beyond.
The 8.5” x 11” book can be previewed
and purchased online from the publisher’s
website: http://edgecliffpress.com/wba.html.

Hyveth Williams joins faculty at Seminary
As professor of Christian ministry

After spending 20 years as a senior pastor,
including the past 13 years at the Campus
Hill Church in Loma Linda, Calif., Hyveth
Williams is transitioning from the pulpit
to the podium. Her faculty appointment as
professor of Christian ministry at the Andrews
University Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary begins January 2010. Williams is
a minister first and foremost, but humbly
brings a wealth of experience as an educator,
author and public speaker to her new role.
“This appointment is an unexpected
opportunity to exercise my two professional
passions—preaching and teaching. I pray that
God will use me to inspire students as I was
by my homiletics professors,” says Williams.
Since 1996, Williams was the senior
pastor at Campus Hill Church; prior to that,
she served in the Southern New England
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Conference as both a senior pastor and
campus chaplain. During that time, she
developed campus ministries for Adventist
students on college campuses in the Greater
Boston area. In the late 80s, Williams was
an associate pastor responsible for public

evangelism at the Sligo Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Takoma Park, Md.
Denis Fortin, dean of the Seminary, says,
“She brings to the Seminary many years
of pastoral experience, a keen interest in
communicating the gospel message with
power and strength, and a desire to mentor
young men and women for ministry.”
But Williams also has a variety of
experience outside of ministry as a director of
Human Resources, an executive assistant to
the mayor of Hartford, Conn., and women’s
editor/talk show host for a radio station. Add
to that her 10 years of teaching experience
as an adjunct professor at Loma Linda
University and the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary, and as a field school
supervisor for the Boston University School of
Theology.

She is a sought-after public speaker, which has brought her before
audiences small and large—as many as 25,000—in dozens of locations
both in the United States and around the world. This past summer,
she was the keynote speaker for the Women’s Ministry Congress
on HIV/AIDS Self-worth and Relationship Building in Botswana. In
2008, Williams had the unique opportunity to serve as a counseling
consultant for the National Football League (NFL) in New York. Her
spiritual journey has been chronicled in the 2005 Damascus Road:
Hyveth Williams’ Conversion Story which continues to be aired on the
Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN).
Williams is the author of several books including Secrets of a Happy
Heart: A Fresh Look at the Beatitudes and Will I Ever Learn? One Woman’s
Life of Miracles and Ministry (both Review & Herald Publishing). She is a
chapter contributor to numerous other books, including two devotional
volumes. Her work has also appeared in many journals and magazines
including her monthly column in the Adventist Review, Women of Spirit,
African American Lectionary, Insight Magazine, Signs of the Times and
Ministry: International Journal for Pastors.
Williams holds a DMin from Boston University School of Theology,
Boston, Mass.; an MDiv from the Andrews University Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary; a BA in theology from Columbia
Union College in Takoma Park, Md.; and a General Certificate of
Education from the London Polytechnic Institute, England.
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Stefanovic moves to Seminary
As professor of New Testament Interpretation

Ranko Stefanovic has been
a member of the faculty of
the Department of Religion &
Biblical Languages since 1999.
In fall 2009 he was appointed
to teach in the Seventhday Adventist Theological
Seminary as a professor of
New Testament Interpretation.
Stefanovic holds a PhD
in religion from Andrews
University and has received
numerous awards for his
excellence in teaching. He
has served as a pastor in
the Yugoslav Conferences of
Serbia, Bosnia and Croatia
and has also worked in Turkey,
Israel and at Canadian University College.

Hot off the press!
Leona Running, the first woman to hold a regular teaching position in the
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary, and who taught there for 46
years, has written her autobiography.
A secretary and linguist who worked her way through a doctorate from
Johns Hopkins University partly by typing dissertations, Running composed
this manuscript at age 93 on her trusty portable manual typewriter, despite
recovering from a broken wrist.
The book covers her early years in Michigan, later college graduation
from EMC, academy language teaching in the West, her marriage and early
widowhood, her work at the Voice of Prophecy in California and then at the
GC Ministerial Association in Takoma Park, Md., where she helped produce
Ministry magazine. Seminary teaching followed, intermingled with work for
her former major professor, William Foxwell Albright, whose biography she
later coauthored with renowned David Noel Freedman.
During her seminary years there were also numerous trips to Europe
and the Middle East. And then there were the issues of salary inequities for
women, and women’s ordination, both of which are part of her story but not
recounted with rancor.
My Journey is now available at the Andrews University Bookstore and the
ABC Christian Bookstore in Berrien Springs, Mich. It may also be ordered
from the publisher, the General Conference Ministerial Association, for $10
(including postage) at the following address: GC Ministerial Resource Center,
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring MD 20904.

Look for a feature article on Leona Running in the winter 2010 Focus.
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