A nd r ews L ife

gregory offenback
(BS ‘78, Heavy Equipment Operator, Department of Transportation)
When did you start riding a motorcycle?
I started riding my younger brother’s Honda CB100 when I was
about 18 years old, but didn’t get serious about it until 2004 when
my brother bought a Suzuki 1400 Intruder. He persuaded me to
take it for a spin, and I was hooked.
WHat do you enjoy most about the experience?
Finding a lonely country road on a warm summer day, with the
wind in my face, so to speak (I wear a full-face helmet), the sound
of the engine, and maybe a few curves in the road. Riding is
even more enjoyable when some friends or family can go along.
Frequently I get up early in the morning and go for a ride while the
sun comes up. It gives me time to talk to God while enjoying the
early morning before heading in to work.
Is owning a motorcycle one of the “expected criteria”
when hiring a new employee at the Department of
Transportation?
No, but it seems like it’s becoming that way.

where is your favorite place to travel?
I have traveled about 300 miles on the Blue Ridge Parkway in North
Carolina and Virginia, as well as U.S. route 129, known by bikers
as “The Tail of the Dragon.” Last summer my son, my brother and
some friends of his, my nephew and I rode around Lake Superior, a
total of 2250 miles roundtrip from my house. Both trips were great
rides—I can’t really pick a favorite.
Are you saving money by using this mode of
transportation?
I guess that depends on how you figure it. Maybe if I lived 15 miles
from work, instead of two miles. Not really when I figure in the cost
of keeping the bike maintained, insurance, etc. Fuel economy isn’t
a whole lot better than an economy car, 38 to 45 mpg depending
on how fast I ride. I tend to take many rides just for pleasure that I
wouldn’t take in a car.
How long have you worked at Andrews University?
30 years.

HAve you ever gone on a road trip together as a group
of fellow employees?
Several day trips, such as to a former student employee’s wedding
at Great Lakes Adventist Academy in Cedar Lake, Mich. We
frequently ride somewhere for lunch.

Left–right: Dennis Grzybowski (motor pool foreman), Bruce MacDougall (student
bus driver), Greg Offenback, and Ryan Gooden (mechanic).
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