by Samantha Snively

when you first walk into the Honors office. It’s
tucked away in the back room, down a hallway past the cheery administrative assistant,
Maria, and Dr. Pittman’s office. It’s small,
round, unassuming, and on a good day can
seat four people, but usually two when it’s
being used as a study spot—which is often.
Chances are you’ll find someone at the
table at any given time throughout the day.
Whether it’s a group of freshmen studying for
Western Heritage, seniors discussing Miroslav
Volf, or professors chatting in between classes, there’s bound to be something interesting
going on, and someone interesting to talk to.
The table also has its regular occupants.
Once the semester settles into a rhythm, a
consistent group of students will gather to
study at the table, chat over a cup of tea, or
just stop in to say hi. They change with the
passing years, and as some graduate, others
take up their place. For the past few years,
the scholars who convene around the table
have also spent time away from it, working as
student missionaries, interns or researchers,
or teachers in other countries.
More than just a social and academic meeting place, the Honors table connects a series
of stories that extend across the world. Some
missions were first hatched at the table; others were the subject of many conversations
around it. All of them embody what the table
stands for: a commitment to service, to learning, and to creating one big community of the
followers of God.

•
Steve Erich pops into the office regularly
with a cheery smile, usually with a report on
the latest book he’s read or service project
he’s promoting. For the past five years—except one he spent as a student missionary
in Thailand—he’s been working at Harbor
of Hope, a church in Benton Harbor, Mich.
(www.harborofhopesda.org). He first heard
about the church his freshman year, through
a poster advertising “urban ministry.” “It
sounded edgy and cool,” he says, “and I
was looking for something that would push
me out a little.” Since then, he’s grown ever
more involved. For the last year and a half,
he’s worked as the administrative assistant to
the lead pastor, first Walter Rogers and now
Taurus Montgomery. He also teaches

Stephen Erich poses with Briana
Tumangkeng and some of the Benton
Harbor children who gather every week for
KidsZone. During the school year, Harbor
of Hope reaches between 100 and 150
children of all ages each week.
Lindsey Weigley stands by a poster displaying
her Honors thesis, “A Visual Exploration
of Christological Pacifism.” Lindsey’s
thesis combined a multimedia installation
meditating on the Beatitudes with an
examination of modern Christian pacifist
thinkers such as Miroslav Volf.

Kindergarten Sabbath School and helps out
with Kids’ Zone, an outreach project in the
Benton Harbor neighborhoods. Between
Sabbath School and the afternoon programs,
Harbor of Hope reaches 100–150 kids each
week. Last spring, the Harbor of Hope teens
organized and performed a youth concert.
“That concert showed me a side of the teens I
hadn’t seen before,” Steve says, “and it’s simply one more example of the many ways they
keep proving to me their passion for Christ.”
Steve traces his desire to serve wherever he
is to his time in Western Heritage, the freshman Honors history and philosophy course.
“The class and the discussions with classmates that accompanied it, stirred up an urge
to live unimpeded by convention and to build
something of value with my life,” he says.
“Those friends have stayed with me through
my entire college experience and have been
a source of strength and growth beyond
compare—they are always ready to inspire me
with a fresh perspective, and equally as important, I always feel welcome to share what
I’m learning as well.” He continues to look for
ways to serve—his time in Thailand introduced him to the terrible consequences of
human trafficking, and he and several friends
started The Stoplight Project as a result
(www.thestoplightproject.org). Over the next
several years, they will be building a safe
house for trafficked women in Cambodia.

•
Going along on the Stoplight Project will be
Lindsey Weigley, recent BFA graduate and
freelance graphic and web designer. A deep
thinker and avid tea drinker, Lindsey interned
at Thesis Inc., a design studio in Three Oaks,

Mich., assisting on projects for clients like
Herman Miller, Johnson & Johnson, Long
Haul Productions, and others. Lindsey’s also
put her talents to good use designing for
various churches, charities and nonprofit
organizations, including The One Place, the
Stoplight Project, and many of her friends’
volunteer or fundraising efforts. In August,
she’ll be accompanying Steve Erich and Tyler
Cantrell, founders of the Stoplight Project, to
Cambodia as a photographer. As the Stoplight
Project coordinators fundraise, gather support, and scope out locations, Lindsey will
document their travels as she prepares to
create their website. “Strong design gives
presence, voice and credibility to these
worthy causes,” she says. “A well-designed,
well-crafted message can move the masses—
directing attention and resources toward
places in the world that need it most.”

•
Everyone knows Camden Bowman for his
love of knowledge for knowledge’s sake and
his determination to live in as many countries as possible. He was a constant fixture
in the Honors Office his last two years, and
took an interest in everyone’s story, usually
finding ways to help. His passion for people
and travel took him to Sao Tome three years
ago, although he had planned to go to Peru.
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Far Left: Camden Bowman sits at the
Honors table with L. Monique Pittman,
director of Honors. Camden spent a
year as an administrative assistant and
project director for ADRA in Sao Tome,
off the coast of West Africa.
Left: Christine Lairson (on right) poses
with Accessories Intern Amanda Topits
(on left) and Brooke Ely Danielson,
Accessories Editorial Assistant, now
Associate Accessories Editor (center) at
the Glamour offices.

During his first year at Andrews, he decided
to act on his longtime wish to be a student
missionary as well as a place to practice his
Spanish, and started looking for posts in Latin America. He’d already signed up for a post
in Peru when Campus Ministries chaplain
Japhet De Oliveira told him about an opening
with ADRA in Sao Tome, a small island off the
coast of West Africa. “I’d never heard of the
place,” he says, “but the position was with
ADRA and related to my major (International
Development), so I went for it.”
After brushing up on his Portuguese,
Camden started working as an administrative assistant in the main ADRA office in Sao
Tome, the capital city. “I started out doing
small tasks, such as writing project concept
papers and grant proposals and translating
internal memos and manuals,” he says. Later
on, he was made project director for several
small projects, including a benefit marathon
and several building projects. “I didn’t have
a lot of expectations about the internship,
but I certainly hadn’t expected to be a project
director,” he says. “I felt like I was in over
my head—which is a good place to be as far
as learning is concerned.” One memorable
mentor was the finance director, Ugo, an Igbo
entrepreneur. “I’m not sure we saw eye-to-eye
on anything, or at least not very much,” says
Camden, “but despite our differences we got
along quite well. His pride in his people, his
faith, and his work ethic inspired me and
held me up to a higher standard.”
Camden will be starting a master’s in
international development at the University
of Denver this fall, and he credits the Honors
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program with fostering the skills necessary
to his career. “Honors helped prepare me to
look at life through other people’s perspectives, and living in Sao Tome really tested that
knowledge,” he says. “Working as a project
director made me work independently and
attempt things I had never done before and
had little knowledge about, a skill that came
in handy for my Honors research.”

•
A similar love of knowledge for its own sake
and new experiences led junior and newspaper editor Melodie Roschman to try out
for Jeopardy. It’s always been one of her
bucket-list goals, and when she mentioned it
to the English professor she worked for, her
professor suggested she take the qualifying
test—which just so happened to be the following week. Melodie figured she was off to a
good start when the first question on the test
was about a favorite book by Jane Austen. But
since more than 10,000 people tried out that
evening and only 300 would be randomly selected for an audition, Melodie let her dream
slip to the back of her mind. About a month
later however, in April 2013, an email appeared in her inbox announcing “Congratulations! You have been selected to audition for
the Jeopardy University Tournament!”
Scheduled to audition in Nashville in
May, Melodie began preparing and studying.
Already known in the office for lively literary
discussions, Melodie used the back table as a
training resource to prepare for her audition. “Everyone pitched in,” Melodie says.

“My friends read to me from trivia books, my
bosses quizzed me on Ivy League colleges
and American history, and people would
text me interesting facts.” At the audition,
Melodie flew through the written test and
mock game—which included a Bible category,
which she laughs, “I immediately cleaned
up in.” The 15 individuals chosen of the 300
that auditioned won’t be announced until this
December, and then it’s (hopefully) off to taping and a top-secret silence about the results
until May 2014. Melodie is hopeful, however:
top prize is $100,000 and a scholarship in her
name at Andrews.
Whatever the results, Melodie is “excited
about the chance to represent Andrews on
national television. My hope would be that
I would represent us both as an academic
institution and as Christians, by simply and
subtly demonstrating that Christians can be
just as intelligent as non-Christians, and that
Adventist education really does prepare you
in many different ways.” After all, she says,
“Paul instructs us to ‘do all to the glory of
God.’”

•
Christine Lairson embraced the same philosophy about doing all for the glory of God
when she had the opportunity to work as an
intern in a well-known fashion magazine’s
offices. When Christine stops by the Honors
office, it’s usually only for a few minutes of
conversation before running off to another
of her many projects. She’s an English and
journalism double major, as well as one of
the first Leadership Program graduates and a
member of Gymnics for three years. She graduated in three years instead of four, has been
working as a substitute teacher since January,
and will begin a fully funded master’s in English literature this fall at Villanova University.
During her sophomore year at Andrews, she
applied for several internships in the fashion

industry, to explore a possible career as an
editor. Glamour magazine responded, “and
within 48 hours I was interviewed, hired and
moving to New York City,” she says. She started working as an accessories editorial intern,
which meant running around the city picking
up samples, going to Fashion Week, assisting on photo shoots, and helping editors
create story boards—“a lot of filing, emailing,
packing trunks and cleaning,” she says. She
was quickly promoted to Fine Jewelry Intern,
becoming the only intern allowed to handle
the pieces in the safe room.
Her commitment to her faith meant living a
slightly different lifestyle than her colleagues,
who quickly noticed. “My editor noticed
something different in me just due to my
character and lifestyle,” Christine says. “They
began to trust me more and increase my
responsibilities.” The other interns noticed,
too: “They asked questions when I politely
declined to go out for drinks; they’d ask about
the way I ate, and they were curious when I’d
leave early on Friday nights or skip opportunities to go to shoots on Saturdays.” Christine’s faith gave her opportunities to witness,
fostering a dialogue of perspectives as she
developed relationships with her coworkers.

•
Theron Calkins and Arianna Lashley,
both finishing up their senior year in 2012,
weren’t quite sure of the next step in their
careers. The two friends both loved to travel,
and considered taking “an extraordinary
hiatus,” in Arianna’s words, before going on
to graduate school or a job. Arianna’s brother
had been working in South Korea as an ESL
teacher for three years, and she had heard
him singing its praises. Theron’s cousin had
also spent time in South Korea, and at family
visits he heard stories of living in Seoul. Both
began looking into teaching English in South
Korea, “since one of the best ways to find a
job overseas is to teach English,” Theron says.
The demand for English speakers willing to
teach abroad is high, especially in the Asian
countries. Theron and Arianna independently
came to the decision to teach in Korea, and
“we decided to embark on our adventure together,” says Theron. The two friends applied
through Greenheart Travel and were placed
through EPIK, English Programs in Korea.
Ariana Lashley stands by a temple in
Daegu in a traditional garment on Queen
Day. She worked as a conversational
English teacher to elementary students in
Daegu, South Korea.

Arianna was placed in a small urban
elementary school in Daegu, South Korea.
She thought she’d be helping their English
pronunciation, fluency, and articulation,
but quickly realized her skills were needed
elsewhere: many of her students had lost a
mother and father, and were several grades
behind. “After encountering the fifth and
sixth graders who couldn’t write, spell, or
read, my focus shifted to building a foundation of the basics,” she said. “It took a lot
of creativity and effort to positively portray
a subject that my subjects had been failing
at for years.” Her efforts paid off, however:
she describes one lesson in adjectives where
her students used “all the adjectives they’d
learned to describe me: ‘Ari teacher is long,
and beautiful, and pretty and very kind and…
umm…handsome?”
Arianna’s interdisciplinary experience in
Honors helped prepare her for the students
and fellow teachers she’d encounter over the
next year. “I’ve met a lot of Buddhists, and I
was able to put a face to the belief system I had
read, discussed, and written papers about in
Western Heritage,” she says. “I cherished our
talks about faith and hope and doing good
in the world, and my friends seemed pleasantly surprised by what I knew of their faith.”
Arianna wasn’t the only one learning from
others—her students were learning from her as
well. One second-grader named Daisy wrote
her a note for Teachers’ Day: “When I saw you
the first time, I felt surprised because we have
different colours of skin. But now I know that
you are kind and pretty and we have the same
heart. Thank you for teaching me English. I
wish you health and happiness. I love you.”
Two hours away in a rural part of Korea,
Theron had been placed at a middle school
(7th to 9th graders, in the Korean system) to
help improve his students’ fluency and speak-

ing ability. After one semester, he was hired
by a nearby school as well, and he divided his
time between the two schools and more than
110 students. He planned English-language
activities in classes, after-school programs,
and vacation camps, “but in reality, I was
there to put a real face on the English subject,” he says. Theron’s days started early, as
he’d arrive at school to chat with his students
before classes. “They come to my office during lunch to tell me about their day, or just
hang out,” he says.
More than just a teacher, Theron’s daily
interactions with his students made him a
cultural ambassador, to “teach them a little
bit more about the English-speaking world:
our customs, our habits, and our worldview,”
says Theron. “I’m one of a handful of foreigners my students will meet and certainly one
of the few they’ll spend a significant time
getting to know. So it’s always encouraging
when I see them trying to engage English because it reaffirms I’m playing a part in educating these kids to be curious, global citizens.”
One of his students, Ahn Si On, was an
influential part of Theron’s decision to stay
in Korea for a second year. Si On attends the
same local Adventist church as Theron, and
the two have become friends outside of the
classroom as well. One day in April, after
church potluck, Si On asked Theron if he
could walk home with him. The two talked
the whole way, and kept going on a hiking
trail up a nearby mountain. “It’s hard to pinpoint exactly what about that afternoon made
me want to stay, but that was when I made
up my mind,” says Theron. He’s renewed his
contract for another year, and will continue
to work at the same two schools—“and learn
Korean,” he says. In addition to an interest
in other cultures and philosophies that the
Honors program helped cultivate, Theron

Ivan Ruiz spent the winter and spring of
2013 with his family in Mexico, filming
the documentary Descent, exploring his
Mexican-American heritage.

also credits the program with developing “an
appreciation for different intelligences,” a
knowledge that has improved his teaching.
“When communication is difficult, it’s important to be able to keep your cool and push
for understanding and harmony with all the
tools at your disposal.”

•
Ivan Ruiz collects stories almost instinctively,
and the Honors office has been a good place
for him to not only find them, but also tell
them. Despite his store of others’ narratives,
one big story he didn’t know was his parents’.
The Ruizes are both from the same village in
southern Mexico, and they immigrated to the
United States nearly 25 years ago. “Growing
up as a Mexican-American and experiencing
some of the cultural disconnect that comes
from being an immigrant’s child, I became
very interested in the story of my parents. I
wanted to know where they came from—what
they left behind—and try to see if I could
recover any of it,” says Ivan. The pursuit of his
story took him to that village in southern Mexico last semester, as Ivan, a documentary film
major, created a film seeking his roots called
Descent (www.lovethisink.com/descent).
Ivan’s maternal grandparents live in the
same village where his parents came from,
and so during fall semester 2012, he began
planning his exploration of origins. “I called
my grandfather one day and asked if I could
come live with them for a few months. He said
yes,” says Ivan. “And I didn’t really know what
exactly I was hoping to find, or how to find
it, but I knew I wanted to spend time with my
extended family, just getting to know them.”
After five months with la familia in El Once
de Febrero, Mexico, learning their stories and
the story of their towns affected against their
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will by drug violence, Ivan returned home
to begin creating the documentary. He’s currently in post-production, beginning to edit
and construct the film. He hopes to have it
completed by spring 2014, when it will debut
as his BFA thesis project and Honors project.
“The guidance and the structure and the rigor
of the Honors thesis process was invaluable in
defining the scope of the project,” Ivan says,
“and has taught me to think very critically. In
deciding to make a film about my own family,
it was and is very important to analyze the
value this story could have for others.”

•
Kylynda Bauer is often in the office, leading
a Western Heritage study group or stopping by for a moment to say hello. She loves
research, and joined the Honors program
partially because it offered many research
opportunities. For the past two summers,
she has pursued her own research interests
in a virology lab at the U.S. Army Medical
Research Institute of Infectious Diseases in
Fort Detrick, Md. A portion of the project from
USAMRIID became her Honors Project; this
summer, she wanted to “try out research in
different fields of biology.” Kylynda applied
and was accepted to the Systems Biology
Internship at Harvard University. She’s
spending her summer at the Turnbaugh Lab
at the Faculty of Arts and Sciences Center for
Systems Biology at Harvard. Turnbaugh, as
it’s commonly called, studies the digestive
microbiome—the world of 10–100 trillion
bacteria living in your gut. Her particular
research focuses on the effects of antibiotics and diet in bacteria in the digestive tract,
and could provide much-needed information
for nutritional guidelines and the development of drugs with less negative side effects.

Every day in the lab is different—she has
learned a slew of new skills including dissection, fluorescent staining and DNA extraction,
and attended the Boston Bacterial Meeting,
where she attended presentations and built
networks. As a dedicated Adventist researcher
in a largely non-Adventist scientific community, Kylynda sees her role as a unique opportunity: “My goal is to represent Christ through
my interactions with others and in my research
endeavors. I want to break the stereotype of
a Christian afraid to engage in science,” she
says. “Ellen White wrote that ‘Everyone who
names the name of Christ should work so that
others, by seeing his good works, may be led
to glorify their Creator and Redeemer,’ and I
guess that is what I am trying to accomplish,
daily good works in the name of Christ.”

•
Last summer, John Ahn also worked in
Boston, at the Harvard-affiliated Angiogenesis Laboratory at Massachusetts Eye and Ear
Infirmary. He, like Kylynda, aspires to a career
in medicine and research. Having finished

Far Left: Kylynda Bauer hard
at work in the Turnbaugh
Lab at the Faculty of Arts &
Sciences Center for Systems
Biology at Harvard University.
Kylynda worked as an intern
at Turnbaugh in the summer of
2013, researching the effects of
diet and antibiotics on digestive
bacteria.
Left: Matthew Chacko poses
with a group of Zambian
children he befriended while
working at Mwami Adventist
Hospital and School of Nursing
in Chipata, Zambia.

most of his Honors project during his sophomore year—which he spent many hours at the
back table typing up—the summer after his
sophomore year “represented the perfect time
to try out other fields of research.” During the
three-month internship at the Infirmary, Ahn
worked with another student from Boston
University on a project involving cell cultures
and scratch assays, which Ahn describes as
“basic experiments in medical research.” He
also got to observe more advanced research
being conducted by the researching ophthalmologists around him.
John’s love of tennis led him to a unique
witnessing opportunity, the Volley Against Violence program (www.sportsmenstennisclub.
org). When he first arrived in Boston, John
began searching for a tennis partner, but no
one in his lab or at the local Adventist church
played tennis. Johnny posted on a local
forum and Officer Frank Williams responded.
Williams is the founder of Volley Against
Violence, a program that allows more than
100 underprivileged children from housing
projects in the inner city to play tennis at one
of the nicest tennis clubs in the city—guiding
the children away from street life and providing them with good role models. Williams,
who himself grew up in government housing projects, was able to escape street life
through the influence of people who invested
their time and concern into showing him an
alternate way. Now a police officer in Boston,
Williams convinced the Sportsman’s Tennis
and Enrichment Center to provide their best
courts for two hours each Friday so the kids
can play tennis. “After helping out for the first
time, I was hooked, and I subsequently spent
every Friday evening and Sunday afternoon
playing tennis with a group of energetic
kids,” Johnny said. “Frank often mentioned
how important it is for young adults my age to

be involved in programs like these to provide
role models for younger kids.”

•
Matthew Chacko is Dr. Pittman’s reader and
research assistant, and can always be counted on for a cheery greeting and an interest
in everyone who stops in. He combined his
love of travel with a humanitarian drive and
spent a year in Zambia, at Mwami Adventist
Hospital and School of Nursing in Chipata.
“The prospect of living abroad in a developing country was exciting and offered a chance
for me to explore new cultures, create friendships, help in whatever capacity I could, and
consider my future career,” he says. Over
the year, he did a little bit of everything: he
taught Anatomy & Physiology and Nursing,
worked as an office assistant for the medical
director, created the hospital website, and
taught piano lessons and Sabbath School.
The Honors program was a large influence
on Matt’s decision to spend a year abroad, he
says. “Being a part of a faith community that
serves through scholarship helped motivate
me to do student missions, and the things I
learned as part of the program were invaluable in my year abroad.”

•
Matthew’s sister Allie Chacko and two other
Honors scholars, Seth Stacey and Ariana
Cunningham, are continuing the tradition
of service this year. The three pre-medical
students will spend between a semester and
a year at Ambassadors Medical Outreach
and Relief Projects (AMOR) in Peru. AMOR
provides medical services, spiritual support
and education to underserved communities
in the jungles of eastern Peru. “Although I

am extremely fortunate for the opportunity
to develop my language and medical skills, I
am also excited to create new friendships and
investigate how people in the Amazon Basin
see life,” Allie says. “The Honors program has
taught me the importance of striving to understand how others think and live in order to
grow meaningful relationships and cultivate
a rich and dynamic worldview.”

•••
For each of the travelers whose stories trace
back to the table, Honors and service are
inextricably linked. “An important part of the
Honors experience is service and fostering a
love for others. While it may seem indirect,
the role of a scholar is to supply society with
new insights into the world. These insights
have profound potential to shape and aid culture,” says Matthew. “True scholarship, then,
is a humanitarian endeavor. The advances we
make in the sciences are of extreme importance to humanity and humanities challenge
us to live more equitable and compassionate
lives as new insights contest societal norms,
shift mindsets, and promote equality of people. The Honors program seeks to instill this
love of scholarship into its students, fostering
compassion and understanding.”
William Blake once penned the lines, “And
we are put on earth a little space, / That we
may learn to bear the beams of love.” The
Honors table provides such a little space for
many students as they begin their journeys of
service, bearing the beams of love to whatever
corner of the world they happen to visit. n
Samantha Snively (BA ’13) was a graduate writer
for Integrated Marketing & Communication and is
now pursuing doctorate studies in English literature
at the University of California-Davis. She received
her BA in English Literature (summa cum laude) and
graduated as a J.N. Andrews Honors Scholar.
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