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Dominique Wakefield returns to Andrews
In new position as Director of Health & Wellness

Dominique Wakefield, assistant professor
of health and exercise science at La Sierra
University, is the new director of Health &
Wellness at Andrews University.
Wakefield holds a BA in physical education with a health emphasis and an MA
in teaching international languages from
California State University. In addition to
working as a personal trainer, corporate
wellness program coordinator, and physical
education instructor, she has taught physical
education at Southern Adventist University
and tutored German both in Germany and in
California. “Having worked in the corporate,
clinical and academic settings thus far, I
have had many different types of rewarding
experiences,” she says. “All of these have had
their own challenges, but I believe that ‘if it
doesn’t challenge you, it doesn’t change you!’
and ‘change’ is what we need, especially as it
pertains to health, wellness and fitness.”

Wakefield first served at Andrews
University as director of Fitness & Exercise
Studies from 2008 to 2012. She is very excited
about returning to Andrews, citing the opportunity to affect long-term change as a primary
motivation. “I had the privilege,” she notes,
“of being part of a great wellness team that
participated in laying the groundwork for the
new health and wellness initiatives on this
campus. I believe that there is a tremendous
potential to further transform this campus.”
Provost Andrea Luxton says, “Dominique
Wakefield is an exciting choice for this position. She brings energy and passion for health
and wellness, along with excellent credentials. I have no doubt that she will energize
the campus community to make wellness part
of the fabric of the University.”
Wakefield considers her upcoming work
not only academic and administrative, but
spiritual as well. “I believe that God has made
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us humans ‘very good’ and he wants us to
live extraordinary lives,” she says, “which is
possible through optimal levels of the different dimensions of wellness. When you see the
power of wellness transform lives and even
save lives, it truly is an inspiration!”

Bonnie Proctor retires as dissertation secretary
After 24 years of working with graduate students to perfect their publications

Bonnie Proctor has retired from the School of
Graduate Studies & Research as the dissertation secretary after 24 years of service to the
University. She joined the University in 1991.
Proctor was born in Baltimore, Maryland,
and graduated from Columbia Union College
in 1966 with a BA in English. She worked for
two years at the General Conference in public
relations, before taking time to raise her three
children. During that time, she also worked
part-time at Library and Educational Services,
which is a business owned by her husband.
The family moved to Berrien Springs in 1970
when her husband Derrick was hired by the
Department of Behavioral Sciences.
In July 1991, Proctor took over the position
of dissertation secretary from Joyce Jones, who
was one of the first dissertation secretaries for
Andrews University. This position was created
soon after Emmanuel Missionary College
became a university and began granting
doctoral degrees.
The position includes myriad responsibilities, such as reading all doctoral dissertations
and master’s theses, checking for grammar,
syntax and punctuation, and checking to see
that the writings are correctly documented
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according to a plethora of professional writing
styles, such as APA and SBL. Proctor was also
adept at dealing with administrative duties,
including guiding students as they wrote
their documents and making sure they were
on the right track with regard to format and
style. For many years, she also read the DMin
dissertations, but when their program became
too large, she willingly turned this over to
someone else. Due to her meticulous editing,
she was nicknamed “ruler lady” at first, and
then later the “gatekeeper.”
Proctor says that “all in all, it has been
a great experience” and she was “greatly
blessed” by the 24 years she worked at
Andrews. She declares that the “best parts
of working at [my] job were getting to know
some very special students, and the feeling of
accomplishment in knowing that the dissertation or thesis was now ready for publication
and was just about error-free!”
She did have challenges, however, such as
explaining things via email for those students
from almost every continent who were
distance education students. It was especially
difficult when she first began, as she had
to communicate with students from China,

Bonnie Proctor at her retirement reception on
Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Korea, the Philippines, Africa or Europe, via
telephone or mail.
Proctor has been married for 47 years this
summer. She and her husband have three
married children, all of whom attended
Andrews, and ten grandchildren, four of
whom were adopted from Russia and Ukraine.
Because all of her children and grandchildren
live in the Berrien Springs area, she plans
to see them often, and do “fun things.” She
plans to use her extra free time for hobbies
and some volunteer work.
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George Knight receives Festschrift

In honor of his distinguished teaching, research, editorial and publishing career

The chapel of the Andrews University
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary
was packed with guests, faculty, staff and
students on Tuesday, April 21, 2015, for the
presentation of a Festschrift to George Knight,
emeritus professor of church history. The
recently released book, “Adventist Maverick:
A Celebration of George Knight’s Contribution
to Adventist Thought,” was presented to
Knight in honor of his distinguished teaching,
research, editorial and publishing career.
The volume, published by Pacific Press
Publishing Association, is a collection of writings by 19 colleagues and students, edited by
Woodrow W. Whidden and Gilbert Valentine.
Reflecting on the methodology Knight
used, President Niels-Erik Andreasen said,
“He [Knight] has written a good many books
about early Adventist history, and he told me
once that he wrote these books the same way
the pioneers wrote their books, using pen and
paper… That is a mark of distinction!”
Festschrift tributes were given by
Gilbert Valentine, chair of the Department
of Administration and Leadership, La
Sierra University; Jerry Moon, chair of the
Department of Church History, Andrews
University; and Woodrow Whidden, professor
of religion, emeritus, Andrews University.
Brian Strayer, professor of history, also gave a
tribute to the late Gary Land, whose scholarly
contributions in the area of Adventist church
history are notable.
Valentine began by noting the impact of
Knight’s scholarship, “It’s not an exaggeration
to say that apart from Ellen White, Professor
George Knight is probably the most prolific
author the Adventist church has seen... [he]
has become one of the most influential voices
in the contemporary Adventist church... Dr.
Knight is certainly the most prolific author
that Andrews University has produced, and is
its most widely read scholar.”
Knight’s ability to address theological
issues in a way that engages the whole church
is a particular gift. He has addressed the
issues of philosophy of education, Adventist
history, Adventist theology, ecclesiology and
mission, and biblical exposition.
Jane Thayer, associate professor of
religious education, emerita, shared Jerry
Moon’s tribute, which focused on Knight’s
role as a teacher. Moon wrote, “Forty-plus

years of distinguished
teaching and publishing
have made George Knight
a magisterial figure in
Seventh-day Adventist
education. He has taught
in Adventist colleges and
seminaries all over North
America and literally from
Australia to Zimbabwe.”
That means thousands of
pastors and teachers took
his classes, exerting an enormous influence
on the thought leaders of Adventism.
In 2003 Knight was the first recipient of the
Daniel A. Augsburger Excellence in Teaching
Award, as well as the Teacher of the Year
Award.
Woodrow Whidden spoke of Knight’s
role as an editorial impresario—someone
who conceives, directs and casts “operatic
dramas.” In this category of literary productivity are doctoral dissertations he directed
(13 listed), the Bible Amplifier Commentary
Series, the Adventist Pioneer Series of biographies, and the Ellen White Encyclopedia,
which he launched. There were also countless informal manuscript reviews. Knight’s
rigorous attention to detail has resulted in, as
Whidden put it, “a body of literature that has
made lasting, often path-breaking contributions to the fields of Adventist history,
biography, biblical commentary, educational
philosophy, devotional uplift and theological
discourse (both historical and systematic).”
Before the formal Festschrift presentation
took place, Valentine explained, “This is a
distinctive kind of Festschrift. Nineteen colleagues or former students of George Knight
have contributed, reflecting and critiquing
on the wide array of topics that Knight has
written on. We then asked Knight to respond
to those reflections/critiques, thus getting
both sides of the conversation in this really
enjoyable volume.”
In his response, George Knight spoke of
the need for perspective and humility. Knight
quickly put the focus on Jesus Christ, stating,
“That’s why we’re here today.” He said that
his life has been a “search for meaning.” He
learned that servanthood in every area was
what Jesus’ life was all about, and his death
was about our salvation. During a particularly

Top: Woody Whidden and Gilbert Valentine present
the Festschrift to George Knight
Above: George Knight praised his former secretary
Bonnie Beres (left) for her role in typing up his
handwritten manuscripts through the years.
“Without her there would be no books,” he said.

difficult time period of his life, Knight shared
how his first Bible teacher, Robert Olson, was
invited to his house. Olson knew of Knight’s
struggle, but he didn’t say anything about it.
He spent a day “just exuding the sweet love of
Jesus,” and when he left the house, Knight told
his wife, “I met Jesus today, in Robert Olson.”
Knight continued by stating, “I was an
Adventist for 14 years before I became a
Christian. My life since that day has been
dedicated to helping other people understand
who Jesus is… Let’s never forget who we are
in relationship to Jesus Christ and what he
has done for us.”
The entire presentation may be viewed at
andrews.edu/go/youtube.
SPRING 2015
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Bailey honored at annual awards ceremony
For advising, teaching and supervising research

At the May 21 Recognition & Awards
Forum, Karl Bailey, associate professor of
psychology and coordinator of the Behavioral
Neuroscience program, won an impressive
triumvirate of awards: Research Supervisor
of the Year, Academic Advisor of the Year,
and Teacher of the Year. The research and
academic advising awards were selected due to
feedback from academic advisees and student
researchers; the designation of Teacher of the
Year came from the campus-wide popular vote
organized by the AUSA (Andrews University
Student Association).
Bailey came to Andrews in 2004 after
earning an MA in psychology and PhD in
cognitive psychology from Michigan State
University. He is a member of Phi Kappa Phi,
Psi Chi National Honor Society in Psychology,
and Beta Beta Beta Biological Society. He
has received the Michigan State University
Distinguished Fellowship and the Andrews
University Faculty Development Grant, and

has contributed chapters
to volumes and articles to
many scholarly publications,
including “Journal of Memory
and Language” and “Trends
in Cognitive Science.”
“Dr. Bailey is incredibly
intelligent, approachable, and
is a great instructor,” wrote
one student in the Teacher
of the Year nomination form.
Karl Bailey receives Teacher of the Year award from AUSA representatives
“He challenges me to think
critically, apply what I’ve
learned, and makes learning fun.” Another
a mentoring process that started when I was
added, “Dr. Bailey always goes above and
an undergraduate student at Andrews, and
beyond. He’s passionate about his field and
has continued throughout my entire teachthe students. Andrews is lucky to have him!”
ing career. I am glad that I can invest in my
“I am thankful that the students saw fit to
students in the same way.”
recognize my service in these three areas,”
says Bailey, “and
I see my successes as part of

“He challenges me to think critically, apply
what I’ve learned, and makes learning fun.”

Garcia-Marenko awarded with J.N. Andrews Medallion
At the final commencement service of spring graduation

Emilio Garcia-Marenko, who recently retired
as registrar and associate provost, was
awarded the J.N. Andrews Medallion during
the 2 p.m. Commencement Service on May
3, 2015. The J.N. Andrews Medallion is the
highest honor given by the University.

become associate provost. He also helpfully
stepped in and served in senior administrative
positions during leadership transitions, as
well as acting as interim dean of the School of
Graduate Studies & Research for the two years
before Christon Arthur was appointed dean.
In addition to his
work as a teacher,
pastor, evangelist
and university
administrator in
Nicaragua, Costa
Rica and Mexico, one of Emilio’s proudest
accomplishments was the overhaul of
Andrews University’s registration system.
During his tenure as registrar he helped
redesign the process to be more user-friendly
and moved it online. He also implemented
a philosophy of continuous improvement
in the Office of Academic Records. He has
published in various journals, and conducted
workshops and training sessions in the areas
of family life, educational administration and
curriculum development.
According to the citation accompanying

“This award challenges me to dedicate
the rest of my life to put my best quality
efforts in serving God and blessing others.”
Emilio has associate and bachelor’s
degrees in theology from Central American
Adventist University in Costa Rica, and an
MA and EdD from Andrews University. Before
retiring in December 2014, Emilio worked
for Andrews in various capacities for more
than 30 years, beginning to teach at an
extension of the Seminary in Puerto Rico in
1983 and eventually accepting an invitation
to serve at Andrews as registrar in 1997. In
2004 he became associate vice president
for Academic Administration, and in 2007
new provost Andrea Luxton invited him to
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President Andreasen presented Emilio GarciaMarenko with The John Nevins Andrews Medallion

the award, Emilio received the award “for
his contributions to the field of theology and
education, and for his influence as registrar.”
“While I have endeavored to provide
my best possible efforts and quality to the
Church, the University and God’s children,”
says Emilio, “this award challenges me to dedicate the rest of my life to put my best quality
efforts in serving God and blessing others.”
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Jeffery retires as School of Education dean
After a 42-year career in Adventist education

James Jeffery, dean of the School of Education,
is retiring after a 42-year career in Adventist
education, 16 years of which were spent at
Andrews University. Jeffery came to Andrews
in 1999 from Canadian University College
(now Burman University) in Lacombe,
Alberta, where he was dean of professional
studies and chair of the education
department. He taught in the graduate K–12
leadership program for three years before
becoming dean, a position which he has held
for 13 years, making him the longest-serving
dean in the history of the School of Education.
Jeffery has led the School of Education
through two NCATE accreditation visits,
in 2004 and 2011. “The last accreditation
visit was especially meaningful,” he says,
“because the accrediting team…wrote in their
findings that they could not find any areas
for improvement. This only happens to about
10% of the 1,700 colleges and universities
that are accredited by NCATE.” In the last six
years, Jeffery also had the opportunity to serve
on the Board of Examination for NCATE, visiting colleges and universities across the U.S.

“Some of my best memories,” Jeffery
says, “have been working with staff and
faculty who are professionals and extremely
talented.” He has been thrilled to work in “a
strong and respected academic program,”
one that—for four years straight—ranked as
the top teacher preparation program in the
state of Michigan.
“Dr. Jeffery was a good leader,” says
Annabelle Lopez, a professor in the School
of Education. “He gives us the freedom to
explore what would work to get results.” She
recalls how he always took coworkers’ ideas
seriously and spent time with them individually to help them realize their goals.
Jeffery says that more than anything, his
experience at Andrews has taught him to be
patient and slow to judge. “God is in control,”
he says, “and I should not run ahead of his
leading.”
While he will miss spending time with his
coworkers and innovating new ways for the
School of Education to improve, Jeffery is
excited for his retirement plans. He and his
wife plan to spend their summers at a cottage

James Jeffery

on Prince Edward Island, Canada, and their
winters visiting their sons, daughters-in-law,
and grandchildren in Alberta, Tennessee and
California. More immediately, Jeffery is looking
forward to sailing his 35-ft sailboat down the St.
Lawrence River to Eastern Canada this August.
“This has been a dream for a long time,” he
says, “and now I finally have the time to do it.”

Laren & Averil Kurtz retire

As head cashier for Financial Records and office manager for the Department of Music

Husband and wife team Averil and Laren
Kurtz are both retiring after a joint total
of 20 years of service to the University.
Averil served as the office manager for the
Department of Music for 10 years and Laren
is retiring as the head cashier for Financial
Records.
Laren graduated from La Sierra University
in 1968 with majors in French and theology.
He then matriculated through Andrews
University for a Master of Divinity in 1971, and
a Master of Arts in missions in 1972. He would
eventually complete a Master of Arts in Near
Eastern studies in 1991, and a PhD in biblical
Hebrew language and literature in 2007, both
from the University of Toronto.
Originally from Sri Lanka, Averil Juriansz
moved to Canada at age 10. Averil is proud
to say, “we are now in the fourth generation
of that family attending an Andrews school;
from Uncle Ralph Juriansz, to my siblings
and many cousins, our children, and now my

grandchildren at Ruth Murdoch.” Including
extended relatives, there are more than 30
Andrews school alumni in her family. Averil
obtained a BA in French in 1969 and an MA in
education in 1972 from Andrews University.
She was introduced to Laren Kurtz in 1970
by her French teacher Pietro Copiz, who
noticed that they both spoke French and were
interested in mission work.
Together they embarked on a cross-continental career. They taught at Broadview
Academy, worked as missionaries in Zaire
(now Congo), and pastored and taught
in Ontario, Canada. They also served in
Mexico: Laren as a missionary Old Testament
teacher at the University of Montemorelos,
and Averil continuing to teach English as a
Second Language and French through 2003.
From Mexico they decided to set their sights
on Berrien Springs, where their daughter
Camille, and son-in-law Bryan Clayton lived
with their children. They started working at

Andrews University in 2004. Laren worked
first as a contract Greek teacher in the
Department of Religion & Biblical Languages,
then as the head cashier for Financial
Records until his retirement. Averil worked as
a contract English teacher in CIEP, then as the
office manager for the Department of Music.
Both Laren and Averil agree that their
favorite part of the job was the personal
connections they were able to create with the
people they came in contact with.
After retirement, Laren and Averil plan to
travel a little with their son Llewellyn. They
will continue to live in Berrien Springs. When
in town, Laren plans on writing, doing some
copyediting for the School of Graduate Studies
& Research and the Inter-American Division
Publishing Association, and restoring his
prized 1940 Chevy. Averil says she will work in
her garden, sew, get back to quilting, and also
do some translation and editing for the InterAmerican Division Publishing Association.
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