T

he theme for the 2017 Andrews
University Faculty & Staff
Awards Celebration was “Keep
Calm and Carry On,” honoring
the British heritage of President Andrea
Luxton as a continuation of her inaugural year events.
On Sunday, March 5, hundreds
of faculty and staff gathered in the
Howard Performing Arts Center for the
event recognizing their coworkers and
colleagues. The evening’s entertainment
was a collection of British-themed acts
and events, including the evening’s famous hosts, Queen Victoria and Prince
Albert, portrayed by Susan Zork, assistant professor of religion, and Stephen
Zork, professor of music.
In “A Nod to the Isles,” David Ortiz,
tenor, performed “Danny Boy,” the wellknown Irish tune by Frederic Weatherly.
Carole Woolford-Hunt, chair of the
Department of Graduate Psychology &
Counseling, delivered an oration from
the London Academy of Music & Dramatic Art (LAMDA) Anthology of Verse
and Prose.
"A little known fact about Dr. Luxton
is that early in her career she was an English teacher and a speech and dramatic
arts coach at Stanborough Park School
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in England," explains Woolford-Hunt.
"There she trained many students for
the national speech exams through
LAMDA. As one of President Luxton's
former students, I was honored to present my oration at the awards ceremony."
Continuing the program, Stephen
Payne, vice president for Integrated
Marketing & Communication, performed
a William Wilberforce monologue.
C3LLOS, a student group which won
AUSA's talent show this year, comprised
of Brandon Shin, Andrew Gagiu and
Jeremy Ahn, presented a fun medley of
The Beatles tunes. Additionally, Scott
Moncrieff, professor of English, and Peter Lyons, assistant professor of biology,
performed a modernized excerpt from
Shakespeare titled, “Hamlet 2017.”
A special feature of the evening was
the pre-recorded Andrews University
version of “The Great British Bake Off,”
featuring “chefs” Dominique Wakefield,
director for University Health & Wellness, Oliver Glanz, associate professor
of Old Testament in the Seminary, and

Myrna Constantine, office manager for
the Department of Music. The three
competed for the judges’ votes by crafting a classic British culinary item. The
winning dish was Constantine’s English
berry trifle. All three desserts were
served as Tea & Afters at the conclusion
of the evening’s program.
"What a wonderful trip down memory
lane," says President Luxton of the
event. "It was a great mix of celebration, good humor, wonderful food and
collegiality."
Each year at this event faculty and
staff are given recognition through the
Years of Service Awards, Excellence
in Service Awards, Faith Development
Leadership Award, Daniel A. Augsburger
Excellence in Teaching Awards, and
Siegfried H. Horn Excellence in Research
& Creative Scholarship Awards.
At the end of the ceremony, Artur Stele, chair of the Board of Trustees, gave
the closing remarks and prayer.
"I'd like to add my congratulations
to those who received awards this
evening," he said. "It is especially
heartwarming to see how much you
all continue to express fondness for
your president. It means a lot to the
Board of Trustees."

25 YEARS OF SERVICE • FRONT ROW, L–R: Jim Ford, Terry Robertson,
Carla Trynchuk, Susan Zork • BACK ROW, L–R: Steve Nash, Rob Zdor, Dianne
Staples, Stephen Zork, Sharon Dudgeon • NOT PICTURED: Richard Choi

25 YEARS OF SERVICE
Since 2007, Richard Choi has served as
chair of the New Testament department
at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary. He promotes research and
teaching excellence for each of the faculty
within his department and is appreciated
for the depth of knowledge he brings to
the classroom, and his dedication to his
students.

30 YEARS OF SERVICE • L–R: Mari Aker, Loretta Nave,
Duane McBride, Allen Wellborn

ital Commons @ Andrews. The scholarship
of Andrews’ faculty and students has been
shared over 350,000 times in 224 countries.
Whether teaching English majors in her
Linguistics class, graduate students in
Language and Culture, or ESL students,
Dianne Staples, associate professor of
English, brings understanding and compassion to her classroom, balanced with
academic rigor and high standards.

Sharon Dudgeon, manager of WAUS
90.7FM, not only directs but participates in
music as a member of the PMC Choir and
the Andrews University Chorale. Sharon also
earned an MA in community counseling in
2009. She practices at a local counseling
agency and spearheads a GROW group at
PMC for female survivors of abuse.

Carla Trynchuk, professor of music, is
dedicated to her teaching and craft, which
is also borne out in her commitment to
service. She has grown a thriving violin
studio at Andrews. Her students are regular
competition winners, earn scholarships to
prestigious performance schools, and develop successful musical careers of their own.

James Ford, associate director of the Center
for Adventist Research, is the curator of Adventist materials housed in CAR. Jim is also
one of the planners and a driving force in
digitizing materials for the Adventist Digital
Library, a collaborative project to make Adventist resources available to the academic
world and the worldwide church.

Robert Zdor, professor of biology, is known
as “thoughtful, thorough, industrious,
conscientious, insightful, committed.” Rob
serves as chair of the Professional Recommendation Committee, is on the editorial
board of two journals, is a publishing scientist and careful student of current scientific
literature and serves as pre-dental advisor.

Since 2004, Steve Nash has served as the
assistant to the Seminary deans for finance
and strategic planning. Prior to joining
the Seminary, he worked for College Wood
Products and Apple Valley Market. Steve’s
title does not do justice to all the support
he gives to students, faculty and staff.

Consistently active as a performer,
conductor, composer and guest clinician,
Stephen Zork’s work as a professor of music
encompasses acclaimed on-campus choral
concerts and collaborations as well as national and international tours. Stephen has
also developed a unique and highly effective
graduate conducting studio.

Terry Robertson, professor of library
science, serves Andrews as the Seminary
librarian and associate dean of Libraries.
One of many areas where Terry provides
leadership is in the implementation of Dig-

Susan Zork, assistant professor of religion,
began working at Andrews and held a variety of positions before joining the Department of Religion & Biblical Languages in

2003. Students often express their appreciation for her. One states, “Mrs. Zork…trusts
the Lord unreservedly, and is always willing
to pray for you or with you.”

30 YEARS OF SERVICE
Mari Aker’s history as an Andrews’ employee goes back to 1986 at the Village Inn
Motel. She soon became a housekeeper for
University Apartments, and did some office
duties. Because of Mari’s attention to detail
and dedication to her work she was hired
as an administrative assistant—
a position she has held since 1987.
Duane McBride, research professor of
sociology, began working as a professor of
sociology in the Department of Behavioral
Sciences in 1986. He was appointed chair
of the department in 1992 and remained
in that position for 23 years. He led the
department to become “one of the most
scholarly productive departments on
campus.”
Loretta Nave, executive assistant to the
vice president for Financial Administration,
excels at planning and executing special
events. Added to her load recently is handling most of the insurance issues for the
University. She collects the data for annual
renewal requirements and information for
tours and special insurance requests.
Allen Wellborn, manager of Custodial
Services, began working at College Wood
Products (CWP) in 1977. After 10 years at
CWP, Allen moved away but returned after
a few years to work at Apple Valley Market,
then Dining Services and in 2003 at Custodial Services. He provides excellent service
and leadership.
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35 YEARS OF SERVICE • L–R:
Tari Popp. Ruth Gardner

SIEGFRIED H. HORN AWARD • L–R: Denis Fortin, Tiffany
Summerscales, Herbert Helm Jr. • NOT PICTURED: Kathleen Demsky

35 YEARS OF SERVICE
Ruth Gardner is currently the postal
supervisor. Earlier in her career she worked
in the Administration Building, processing
health insurance claims. Ruth goes out of
her way to help customers send their mail
in the most cost effective way possible and
no matter who may be missing on her team,
the mail is delivered each day.
Tari Popp, director of Planned Giving & Trust
Services (PGTS), began her tenure at Andrews as
a student assistant. After obtaining a degree in
accounting she became a trust accountant. Tari
has been the director of PGTS since 2004. Due to
Tari’s expertise, she was asked in 2015 to also be
the corporate secretary for the University.

Professional Programs: Kathleen
Demsky, associate professor of library
science and director of the Architecture
Resource Center, has conducted research
in Waldensian beliefs and the literature
of environmental design research. From
1987–2016, she produced an annual book
display and bibliography for the EDRA
Conference.
Religion and Theology: Denis Fortin,
professor of theology, has authored numerous publications on Adventist history
and theology. He co-edited “The Ellen G.
White Encyclopedia” published in 2014.
Recently, he edited a 125th anniversary
annotated version of “Steps to Christ.”
He is writing a biography of Adventist
pioneer G.I. Butler.

DANIEL A. AUGSBURGER AWARD •
L–R: Hyveth Williams, Rahel Schafer

FAITH DEVELOPMENT
LEADERSHIP
Ryan Hayes, associate professor of chemistry, has a living and personal relationship
with God that is evident in his daily life.
His colleagues say: “Dr. Hayes connects the
material to the immaterial, spiritual reality
in compelling and personal ways. Those
connections enable students to see their
world with fresh eyes.”

EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE

EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH
& CREATIVE SCHOLARSHIP

DANIEL A. AUGSBURGER
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING

As the Andrews University Research Integrity and Compliance Officer, Mordekai
Ongo’s responsibilities include making sure
that all research involving human subjects
done by faculty and students is in compliance with federal, state and University regulations. He does so with courtesy, compassion and grace, in a spirit of cooperation.

Arts, Humanities and Education: Herbert
Helm Jr., professor of psychology, has published in 29 peer-reviewed journals, contributed to book chapters, presented at conferences,
mentored 15 student poster presentations,
advised 39 student research studies, and
co-authored undergraduate students to publication in peer-reviewed journals.

Rahel Schafer, assistant professor of religion and biblical languages, exemplifies
academic rigor, spiritual inspiration and
personal compassion for her students.
She is highly respected by her colleagues,
a vigorous researcher, and a faithful contributor to her department, her church
and her community.

Glenda Patterson, administrative assistant
for the MA in religion, took a program with
a huge, intractable backlog of old cases that
went back for years and brought order to
it. Glenda does not bend the rules and tells
the honest truth to students and administrators; always looking for a way to redeem
both the student and institution.

Pure and Applied Sciences: Tiffany Summerscales, associate professor of physics,
has been active in the LIGO Scientific Collaboration studying gravitational waves and has
included 19 students. In February and June
2016 the LIGO team announced that indeed
gravitational waves had finally been observed.
It was the “discovery of a lifetime,” made
possible by joint effort.

Hyveth Williams, professor of Christian ministry, was the first black female
pastor and the first female senior pastor
in the Adventist denomination. Hyveth
is a master teacher. Seminarians love
her classes, and even though they are
challenging, they fill quickly. She motivates them to strive for excellence and be
effective preachers.

Dalry Payne, executive assistant to the
president, accomplishes every job professionally and well, keeping multiple balls
in the air with apparent ease. She handles
difficult people and situations with diplomacy, and always with a calm, pleasant
demeanor. Dalry also exerts quiet, personal
influence amongst her colleagues, modeling a healthy, balanced lifestyle.

SIEGFRIED H. HORN
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Visit andrews.edu and
choose the “Keep Calm
& Carry On” feature to
access video links of
individual tributes and
the “Great Andrews
Bake Off,” view more
images from the
evening, and learn
about award criteria.
FAITH DEVELOPMENT
LEADERSHIP • Ryan Hayes

EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE • L–R: Dalry Payne,
Mordekai Ongo, Glenda Patterson

5 YEARS-OF-SERVICE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

10 YEARS-OF-SERVICE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

FRONT ROW, L–R: Kevin Wooldridge, Linette Escarfullery, Kaoru Theile, Laura
Carroll, Joel Raveloharimisy, Rhoena Bearce, David Iwasa, Abdias Vence, Jan
Pickett, Gabriela Melgar, Steve Fox • MIDDLE ROW, L–R: Patricia Costa, Lucile
Sabas, Suzanne Young, Rahel Schafer, Nancy Penno, Fernando Ortiz, Julie Furst,
Jose Gomez, Randy Carroll • BACK ROW, L–R: Darren Heslop, Beth Baxter, Sheila
Penrod, Daniel Johnson, Byron Graves, Desiree Davis, Dominique Wakefield,
Heidi Magesa • NOT PICTURED: Lisa Ahlberg, Dora Bowen, Heather Ferguson,
Hector Flores, LaRonda Forsey, M Carolina Gomez-Jones, Luana Greulich, Winona
Hays, Steven Huset, Kathleen Iwasa, Sheila Jones, Ethan Jones, Rachel Keele,
Matthew Kent, Jason Kidder, Derill Legoh, Janine Lim, Rolund Lockwood, Terrance
Mann, David Mason, Jeannie Montagano, Lamar Nangle, Sumeeta Raj, Stephen
Rivers, Mersha Rowley, Mark Sater, Caleb Sigua, Alayne Thorpe, John Turon,
Amanda Umlauf, Seth Wiedemann, Garth Woodruff, Katrina Wright-Rayhill

FRONT ROW, L–R: Angelica Munoz, June Price, Elise Damron, Robson
Marinho, Brnya Davis, Dalry Payne, Tiffany Summerscales, Amy Maydole,
Bonnie Steele, Lilly Williams, Suzanne White-Wein, Kimberly Coleman-Ferreira
• BACK ROW, L–R: Ruben Munoz-Larrondo, Larry Schalk, Ante Jeroncic,
Fares Magesa, Jeff Smith, Kevin Wein, Patricia Hinman, Bud Chapman,
Robert Moore • NOT PICTURED: Glynis Bradfield, Arthur Burke, Nathan
Carroll, Tevni Grajales Guerra, Kathryn Hickerson, Natalie Johnson, Corry
Lane, Randal Mack, Anton Pellegrini, Ruben Perez-Schulz, Gary Wood

20 YEARS-OF-SERVICE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

15 YEARS-OF-SERVICE
AWARD RECIPIENTS

FRONT ROW, L–R: Arlene Bailey, Jennifer Burrill, Duane Habenicht,
Dan Agnetta • BACK ROW, L–R: Rudolph Bailey, Judith Fisher,
Shandelle Henson, Stephen Payne • NOT PICTURED: George
Agoki, David Mbungu, Marlene Murray, Lawrence Onsager

FRONT ROW, L–R: Randall Graves, Rodrick Church, Lionel Matthews,
Thomas Lowing, Carletta Witzel, Pedro Navia • BACK ROW, L–R: Kenneth
Logan, Michael Carpenter, Marc Ullom, Mark Moreno • NOT PICTURED:
Marvin Budd, Leigh Everhart, Ricardo Norton, Ronald Whitehead
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