Robert Moore

I started keeping honey bees because I thought they would be interesting, and they have been absolutely fascinating and entertaining,
though challenging at times. Beekeeping nicely complements my
interest in growing fruits and vegetables.
How long have you been a beekeeper?
About 25 years. I started beekeeping in 1982 but was without bees for
a couple of years in the 90s. I must say, though, that I have never had
more than two hives at a time, and I certainly don’t consider myself to
be an expert.
Do you sell the honey produced?
Yes, I have sold some honey through the years. In the 80s I sold
enough to pay for my equipment. But in recent years I have sold very
little, mainly because I have not been able to harvest much honey.
I had a good honey crop this past summer, so I’ve sold some of it to
recoup expenses.
Do you have a favorite use for the honey?
Due to a mild allergy, I eat very little honey.
Instead, my favorite use of honey by far is to
package it nicely with my own label and
give it to family and friends. A couple of
weeks ago I bought a kit to make lip
balm with bees wax, sweet almond
oil, and shea butter, so that should
be fun. My wife, Lois, likes to
sweeten her tea with honey, and
she loves to chew the wax when we
extract honey from the combs.
What advice do you have for aspiring
beekeepers?
Attend a bee school, talk to experienced
beekeepers, join a local beekeepers’ club, and
subscribe to Bee Culture magazine. Start small, say two
hives. Honey bees suffer from diseases, pests and pesticides,
so learn all you can and take good care of them. Have fun—it’s a
honey of a hobby!
What do you enjoy about honey bees?
I enjoy—
The beauty of a worker bee on an apple blossom.
The soothing hum of a contented colony on a summer evening.
The dance of worker bees on the comb, telling the way to sweet
nectar.
The site of field bees returning to the hive with their colorful pellets
of pollen.
The tessellating geometry of honeycomb and its efficient design.
The beauty of sunlight shining through pure white wax and golden
honey.
Spiritual parables about honey bees and the kingdom of heaven.
The flavors of fresh fruits and vegetables, pollinated by my own bees.
...And let’s not forget honey drizzled over warm biscuits!
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How did your interest in beekeeping begin?
When I was a boy, there was an apple orchard across the field from
my house. One spring day a friend and I were walking through the
orchard and noticed a couple of honey bee hives. We watched the
bees flying in and out for a while before daring each other to sit
on a hive, which we then proceeded to do. Neither of us got stung,
fortunately. The memory of that incident came back to me many years
later when I was walking through a mall and came upon a beekeeping
booth where I picked up a flyer about a free bee school. I attended
the bee school, bought two hives from a neighbor, and have been a
beekeeper ever since.
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