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Book by Constantine published in Romania

“Jesus of New York: Premonitions of a New York Teenager” imagines Jesus in the modern age

During his 43-year tenure at Andrews, Greg
Constantine taught a class titled “The Life
of Christ in Great Art” for 22 years of that
time. In the class he revealed to his students
works by famous artists like Rembrandt
and Michelangelo, showing how they had
portrayed incidents from the life of Christ.
“Some of these artists brought Jesus to
their own time instead of transporting them
2,000 years back so audiences could relate
better,” explains Constantine. “I liked that
and I think my students appreciated it, too.”
In 1990, Constantine wanted to do something in his own art dealing with the life of
Jesus that his 18- to 21-year-old students could
relate to.
“I didn’t know exactly how I was going
to create a book about it,” he says. “But my
book of drawings titled ‘Vincent van Gogh
Visits New York’ published in 1983, showing
a kind of innocent artist in this sophisticated
and unforgiving city, constituted a precedent
and an inspiration for what I titled ‘Jesus
of New York: Premonitions of a New York
Teenager.’ I took many things we know about
Jesus during his ministry and approached the
events as if he had premonitions of them, or
like he would use the memories of his experiences as a 19-year-old observing hypocrisy
and injustice later in one of his sermons.”
For example, one of the 43 drawings
includes a 12-year-old Jesus—abandoned by
his parents in Manhattan—as a contestant
on a quiz show. This drawing is based on the
banter we know happened between the boy
and the theologians in the synagogue. In

another, he drew Jesus as a young man
choosing a despised tax collector as a
friend, and eating a meal in a tavern
with what some considered questionable characters. Everything was based
on biblical accounts, cleverly modernized to our time.
Constantine was unable to publish
this particular story in the U.S., but 14
years ago he was interviewed for an
article in Dialog magazine, which was
published along with seven of his drawings. A year later, Adrian Bocaneanu,
president of the Romanian Union of
Seventh-day Adventists, saw the article.
He had it translated and republished it
in his union magazine.
In 2014, a pastor who had witnessed
the exhibition of the book’s drawings
in Bucharest emailed Constantine. He
wanted to publish the entire book for
Top: Jesus portrayed as a contestant on a modern quiz show
his prison ministries there. Constantine drawing a comparison with the biblical story in Luke 2 when
he was quizzed by the temple teachers
agreed, and after several meetings
Above: Constantine traveled to Romania for the launch of the
among church officials in Romania it
book at a recent conference of AMiCUS, or Adventist Ministry
was decided they would instead use
to College and University Students, in the city of Braçov
it for youth ministries as the main
missionary tool for 2015, focusing on
students attending public universities.
better relate to. Though it hasn’t yet been
Late in 2014, the Romanian version of the
published here, I’m so glad my work is being
90-page book was published. They invited
used to further the Gospel in my parents’
Constantine to Romania for the book launchhomeland of Romania. I really take very little
ing, and to present his material and host
credit, because all of this was due to God’s
three exhibitions of the book’s artwork.
inspiration and an answer to my prayers.
“I created ‘Jesus of New York’ for my stuIt’s a project I very much enjoyed putting
dents,” says Constantine. “My mission was to
together, and I’m excited to see what else God
bring Jesus to them at a new level they could
has in store for me.”

Honoring George R. Knight
Please join Andrews University for the presentation of a Festschrift to George Knight in
honor of his distinguished teaching, research, editorial and publishing career.
The recently released book, “Adventist Maverick: A Celebration of George Knight’s
Contribution to Adventist Thought,” is a collection of writings by colleagues and students
who have come to highly respect Knight and his scholarship.
The event will take place on Tuesday, April 21, at 11:30 a.m. in the Seminary Chapel at
Andrews University and will feature tributes by the editors and a response from Knight. A
reception will follow in the Seminary Commons. All are welcome.
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Richard Scott retires after total of 35 years of service
Facilitating and supervising many important physical plant initiatives at Andrews University

Dozens of people came to wish Dick Scott
well at his retirement reception held Dec. 1,
2014, in the Howard Performing Arts Center
lobby. Messages were shared from Niels-Erik
Andreasen, Andrea Luxton, Larry Schalk and
Paul Elder. Appropriate gifts included a golf
club as well as two cement blocks to signify his
involvement with many construction projects.
Richard Lee Scott most recently served
Andrews University as manager of Plant
Services and director of facilities management. He oversaw many important building
and improvement projects on campus
throughout his tenure.
Born in St. Louis, Michigan, Dick obtained
a Bachelor of Arts in physical education
from Andrews in 1967, and went on to serve
the Seventh-day Adventist denomination for
almost five decades.
While a student at Andrews University,
Dick began dating Dixie Lee Beardsley, a
former classmate from Cedar Lake Academy.
They were married in 1964. Reflecting back
on their relationship he fondly recalls: “We
were classmates at Cedar Lake, so we met
there. We didn’t begin dating until we were
in college, but we married during my second
year. We saved the best for last.”
Shortly after graduating he moved to Cedar
Lake, where he taught physical education at
the church school there and served as dean of
boys at Cedar Lake Academy until 1971.
After his experience as dean at Cedar Lake,
he was called to return to Andrews. He served
his first year as assistant dean in Burman
Hall, followed by his promotion to dean of
men at Meier Hall and director of residence
halls. Dixie and he dedicated themselves to
mentoring and improving the lives of young
men on campus for the next 12 years.

“Building relationships
with contractors and
associates, those were
the best memories.”
In 1984, both Dick and his wife were
offered positions at Camp Au Sable in
Grayling, Michigan. They accepted the offers,
and he left Andrews to work as an assistant
manager of the Michigan Conference’s flagship summer camp.

However, he returned to Andrews
for a final time in 1991, when he
was offered the position of manager
of Plant Services, a position that
allowed him to manage some of the
biggest construction and renovation
projects of recent time, including
the new university entrance,
renovations of Dining Services and
Nethery Hall, and construction of
Buller and Damazo Halls, among
others.
Top: Dick Scott (center) approves of a farewell gift presented
Dick became director of facilities
by Paul Elder (left), who was promoted to director of facilities
management upon Dick’s retirement. Larry Schalk, vice president
management in 2005, a position
for financial administration, applauds Dick’s reaction
he held until retirement. Over the
Above: Retirement cakes were decorated appropriately with
course of his tenure at Andrews
themes of fishing and golfing, Dick’s two favorite hobbies
University, he particularly appreciated the lasting relationships he
built as a result of the 35 years he
and with various organizations. And then I
served Andrews University and the Berrien
left for Florida, and I’ve been down here three
Springs community.
weeks and I’ll be here another three weeks.
“I enjoyed getting to know colleagues,
I’m golfing, fishing and resting, and then I’ll
students and staff,” Dick recalls of his time
be active again on campus volunteering.”
at Andrews. “Building relationships with
Also a grandfather, Dick is looking forward
contractors and associates, those were the
to seeing his eldest granddaughter starting at
best memories.”
Andrews University. “I have four grandchilAn avid golfer and fishing enthusiast, Dick
dren. My eldest will be at Andrews this fall,
is currently taking advantage of the warmer
she’s already been accepted.”
weather down South, and is enjoying a
Dick Scott will likely remain a familiar face
respite in Florida. He promises to come back
at Andrews due to his volunteering during the
and continue volunteering: “I’ve been voluncoming years, as he lives a life of continual
teering at Transportation and Architecture,
service and dedication to the University.
WINTER 2015
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Andrew von Maur receives The J.N. Andrews Medallion
At annual Faculty & Staff Awards Celebration

Andrew von Maur, professor of architecture,
was awarded The John Nevins Andrews
Medallion during an unexpected presentation at the annual Faculty & Staff Awards
Celebration held Sunday, March 1, 2015.
Immediately following his acceptance of
another surprise award, the Siegfried H. Horn
Excellence in Research & Creative Scholarship
Award (see page 24), President Andreasen
asked Andrew to remain on the platform.

possible without the blessings of God, my
family, students and peers. It certainly was
a surprise, as I do not feel deserving, but it
reminds me to be a faithful steward of my
position. To borrow the words of our colleague William ‘Doc’ Davidson: ‘Don’t forget
who you work for.’”
Andrew received a Bachelor of Architecture
from Andrews University in 1999, and his
Master of Architectural Design and Urbanism
from the University of
Notre Dame in 2003,
and began teaching at
Andrews that fall. He
is a gifted teacher and
designer, diligent in
everything he takes on, whether it is in the
design studio, the analytical summer abroad,
his lecture courses, or his responsibilities
with the lecture series.
Evidence of this diligence can be seen
in the numerous Charter Awards from the
Congress for the New Urbanism given to his
Urban Design Studio. Together they produced
the 2013 Campus Master Plan for Andrews
University, “A Campus for Health & Wellness.”
In addition to his regular teaching load, he
directs the architecture program’s European
Study tour. He studies architecture throughout
Europe and the U.S., and as a freelance professional has extensive charrette experience as a
lead designer of traditional urban places.

“...It certainly was a surprise, as I do
not feel deserving, but it reminds me to
be a faithful steward of my position...”

President Andreasen presented Andrew von Maur
with The John Nevins Andrews Medallion

Ordinarily, The J.N. Andrews Medallion is
presented during one of the commencement
services. Andrew is usually abroad on study
tours with architecture students during that
time so it was decided to use this occasion to
honor him publicly.
President Andreasen said, “This award is
the highest honor that Andrews University
bestows,” before congratulating Andrew for
his achievements.
Andrew stated, “Those who know me
well know that I am uneasy about honors
in Christian education, for the reasons
described by E.A. Sutherland. But I am also
grateful for the trust that others have placed
in my work—a work which would not be

Andrew is the winner of the Ferguson &
Shamamian Prize for Excellence in Classical
Design, the Michael Barranco Award from The
New Urban Guild, among others, and also
received the Daniel A. Augsburger Excellence
in Teaching Award in 2014.
Carey Carscallen, dean and associate professor, School of Architecture, Art & Design,
says, “The professional recognition Andrew
has received is well deserved, however, it
is his commitment and passion to teach
his students to connect their faith to their
professional life (a principle that he lives out
in his own professional life) that makes him
an outstanding professor.”

Onsager presents on history of Adventism in China
At Hong Kong Adventist College

A first-of-its-kind conference reflecting on
Adventism in China and Asia was held at
Hong Kong Adventist College (HKAC) at the
end of October 2014.
Lawrence W. Onsager, dean of libraries,
had the opportunity to attend this conference,
which was jointly sponsored by Adventism in
China (AIC) and the Association of Seventhday Adventist Historians (ASDAH).
Onsager represented Andrews University at
the official opening of the Center for Chinese
Adventist Heritage located in the Hong Kong
Adventist College library.
“The purpose of this conference was to
renew the interest in studying the history
of Adventism in China—the early days and
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currently as well,” stated Onsager when discussing the topic of the paper he presented,
“On Fire for China, the Story of Erik Pilquist,
Pioneer Adventist Missionary to China.”
Onsager’s paper is a preliminary study on
the influence that Erik Pilquist had on the
early training of the initial group of Adventist
inland China missionaries and their methods
for bringing the Gospel to the non-Christian
Chinese.
“HKAC has made a request for the Center
of Adventist Research to share historical
resources between our center and theirs,”
claimed Onsager. “That of course is not an
official thing at this point, just a request. This
will be quite easy from our part because our

Larry Onsager

Center of Adventist Research is working to
develop an Adventist digital library.”
For more information on Adventist mission
work in China visit www.adventisminchina.org.
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Emilio Garcia-Marenko retires as registrar/associate provost
Major accomplishment during his tenure was the overhaul of the registration process

Emilio Garcia-Marenko recently retired from
Andrews University, where he served with
distinction in various academic and administrative positions. Now enjoying retirement, he
reflects on his association with Andrews for
three decades, including short-term involvement on various occasions as a visiting
professor in various Latin American countries
plus 17.5 years of full-time employment.
Referring to his main function as
University registrar, he views himself as
involved in “building and mentoring a group
of truly committed Christians in the Office
of Academic Records, who aim to do quality
work and be positive, resourceful, creative,
and exhibit team spirit, a service-focused
outlook and high productivity.”

faculty and staff as they shared their experience with me during that transformational
period.”
In 2004, his duties expanded when he
assumed the responsibilities of associate
vice president for Academic Administration
in addition to his position as registrar and
professorial obligations. The following year,
his appointment as professor of education
was replaced with that of professor of family
ministry. When Andrews University replaced
the position of vice president for Academic
Administration with a new provost in 2007,
the new provost invited him to become
associate provost.
On two separate occasions during his
tenure at Andrews, Emilio was also called to

“It was exciting to watch the progress in our
registration quality improvement project that moved
us from manual to online registration...”
Emilio’s journey with Andrews began when
he was invited to teach a course on Marriage
and the Family at the Seminary’s extension
in Puerto Rico in 1983. Shortly after, he
received an official appointment as visiting
professor of Church Ministry to teach Pastoral
Counseling, and Marriage and the Family at
seminary extensions in the Latin American
region.
Having served as teacher, pastor, evangelist and university administrator for 30
years in Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Mexico,
he received an invitation to serve as registrar at Andrews in 1997, where he was also
appointed as professor of education. It was
during his time as registrar that he helped to
redesign the registration process, eventually
making the transition from an outdated
manual to online model. Some of Emilio’s
fondest memories include his participation in
this project.
“It was exciting to watch the progress in
our registration quality improvement project
that moved us from manual to online registration, and keeping the campus involved
through my ‘Registration Musings,’ which I
published for several terms. The ‘Musings’
served to share my dreams, the challenges,
the progress and the many positive stories
that came my way from students, advisors,

serve in senior administrative responsibilities
to assist during leadership transitions in the
office of the vice president for Enrollment
Management. On a third occasion, he served
as interim dean of the School of Graduate
Studies & Research for a two-year period after
Lyndon Furst’s retirement, until Christon
Arthur was appointed dean.
He considers among his major accomplishments the successful overhaul of the registration system he orchestrated, and establishing
a philosophy of continuous improvement in
the Office of Academic Records.
“We created a strategic focus and built a
culture of planning, assessment and continuous improvement in Academic Records…
More recently, the decision to revamp
Registration Central to make it more userfriendly by taking it to new levels of ease and
intuitiveness became another fond memory,
as it related to the ongoing aim to increase
student satisfaction in the services provided
by the University,” Emilio says.
During retirement he is planning to
continue to work with doctoral dissertation
students, as well as engage in academic
research and writing. Two invitations received
before his retirement to provide consulting
to other institutions make him believe that
consulting services will also be part of his

A retirement reception was held for Emilio GarciaMarenko on December 8, 2015

retirement activities. His leisure will include
traveling and enjoying nature with his wife,
and visiting their children more frequently.
He is keen on serving the church in various
ways—including seminars and speaking
appointments.
“I am open to the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. My initial retirement months have
been busier than I expected, and I am excited
about serving others and being used by God
in new and exciting ways. It is my hope He
will continue to bless me with health, passion
and zest to serve well. My wife is also excited
about the dreams and possibilities, and many
of her professional dreams are in the same
line with mine, so we see ourselves becoming
a team to serve God, His church and God’s
children in the years ahead.
“Just in February my wife and I attended
the annual Emotional Intelligence Summit in
Dallas, Texas, and we both are enthusiastic
about leading Depression Recovery programs,
for which training was provided during
the summit, and help people dealing with
these and other challenges in their lives,”
Emilio adds.
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