campus update
Commencement ceremonies held for 2008 spring class
During the first weekend of May, 380
undergraduate and graduate students
donned their regalia for commencement
ceremonies at Pioneer Memorial Church.
Friends and family from around the world
gathered on campus to participate in award
and recognition ceremonies held in honor
of the graduates throughout the weekend.
On Friday evening, Pierre Quinn
(BA ’04), coordinator of annual giving,
addressed the graduates at the consecration
service. Quinn challenged the graduates
to strive for excellence in all aspects of
life. “Our motto is plastered on T-shirts
everywhere: Seek, Affirm, Change. Your
tassels and cords say that you have sought
knowledge. The gleam in your eyes says
that you are ready to change the world. But

Bill Knott, editor and executive publisher of
Adventist Review, was the baccalaureate speaker.

as you leave this place, ask yourself: Have
you taken the time to affirm your faith?”
Speaking on Sabbath morning, May
3, Bill Knott (MDiv ’83), editor and
executive publisher of Adventist Review,
gave the graduates of 2008 a spiritual sendoff with his baccalaureate address, “Jericho
in the Mist.” The days to come will be

filled with celebrations
and gifts, followed by job
interviews and relocation
for the soon-to-be
graduates, but the message
Sabbath morning served
as a reminder, “Do not
mistake the crossing of the
river for the taking of the
city.” After the children of
Israel reached the Jordan
River, and by God’s grace
alone made it safely across,
they stumbled upon a stark
The undergraduate commencement speaker was Jeff Fettig, chairman
realization: they still had to and CEO of Whirlpool Corporation.
conquer Jericho. “You’ll find
being on the other side of
Jordan is not all it’s cracked
up to be,” he cautioned.
On Sunday, May 4,
two commencement
services were held at PMC.
Author, consultant and
management educator
Gary Hamel (BS ’75, MBA
‘76) addressed graduate
students on the subject of
“Exceeding Expectations.”
He encouraged Andrews
graduates to think and
For Tadalasomanje Mwase (BS ‘08), who hails from Malawi, graduation
do outside the box. “Not
was a celebration for the whole family.
so long ago, success in
business came from toeing
the company line; today it comes from
need to innovate, to be ahead of the game.
challenging and out-maneuvering the old
Looking toward the future, it is not enough
guard.” Hamel also received an honorary
to let things happen but rather to make
Doctor of Business Administration degree.
things happen. Technological evolution is
Jeff Fettig, chairman and CEO of
not enough, doing what we do better is not
Whirlpool Corporation, spoke at the
enough; creative thinking and making it
undergraduate commencement ceremony.
happen is what makes the difference.”
His address, “Innovation: Your Career
For biophysics major Daniel Greene,
Lifeblood,” spoke about the importance of
the event marked the start of an exciting
innovation, having worked with a company
new chapter in his life. “Graduation was a
that went from good to great through
momentous occasion that signals both the
creative ideas, people and products.
end of a journey and the beginning of a
“Both presentations were so very relevant
new one,” said Greene. “As I move forward
to higher education today, and in particular
from Andrews I am confident in my
to Andrews University and its graduates,”
preparation to handle life’s challenges with
said Allen Stembridge, dean of the School
the aid of Christ. I look forward to the
of Business Administration. “We are all
future and its exciting opportunities.”
challenged by constant change and the
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Brick Boys win Adventist Robotics League Challenge

Up to speed with Gymnics

On May 12, elementary and high school
Robotics challenge for the last three years,
students from all over North America met
but each year were unable to compete in
at the Howard Performing Arts Center
the national challenge because it conflicted
to compete in the Super Bowl of science
with an annual mission trip.
competitions in Adventist education:
Ed Stuckey, a mechanic for McKee
the North American Division Adventist
Foods, had some experience with Lego
Robotics League Challenge. Teams with
Robotics, so when Andrew Donesky asked
creative names, like the Green Electrifiers,
him to coach the Brick Boys, Stuckey
Cloud Nine and the Biobots, traveled
said yes. “The Robotics League is a great
from California, Washington, Virginia,
challenge,” said Stuckey. “It encourages
Tennessee and Michigan to put their skills
anyone who is interested to take part.”
to the test for this
year’s challenge
theme: Power Puzzle.
The overall
champions of the
competition and
the new owners of a
Lego-inspired trophy
were the Brick Boys
of Cleveland, Tenn.
All members of
the team—Bradley
Chesnut, David
Hensel, Andrew
Donesky and
Christina Donesky—
are homeschooled.
Nine enthusiastic teams from across the U.S. participated in the 2008 NAD
Adventist Robotics League Challenge at the Howard Performing Arts Center
Each team
designed and built
battery-powered
robots with miniature computer modules,
The Brick Boys went out on a high
programmed to navigate a table-top
note as their 2008 national title marks
obstacle course complete with canisters
the end of their collaboration in robotics.
of uranium, power lines, windmills, corn,
Some members are moving and others are
coal, a dam and river, and a satellite. Judges
heading to different schools. “I’m going to
evaluated the teams on their performance
miss them.” said Stuckey. “This is it!”
on the obstacle course, as well as for
“This event exemplifies the North
teamwork and the technical design of their
American Division Office of Education
robots.
philosophy of ‘Journey to Excellence’ in
This year, the Power Puzzle obstacle
that it creatively inspires students to grow
course featured a particularly relevant
and learn in an authentic environment,”
theme for the budding engineers: energy.
said Larry Blackmer, vice-president for
In one challenge, each team had to
education for the North American Division
engineer their robots to move a power line
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
so that it would provide power for three
“We’re so proud of the nine teams and
communities on the board; in another
their dedicated coaches and sponsors who
challenge, robots were required to push
made this memorable opportunity happen
a bucket of uranium into contact with a
for them here at Andrews University.”
power generator.
The Brick Boys have won their regional

Over spring break, from March 13–23, the
Gymnics took their show on the road to
San Francisco, where they volunteered with
Habitat for Humanity in helping to build
homes for underprivileged families and fed
the homeless in downtown shelters.
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The Gymnics execute a final move during one of
their Homeshow performances.

Not long after they returned, the team
performed their annual Homeshow to
packed audiences at the Johnson Gym on
April 13 & 14. The electrifying performances featured old favorites such as the
teeter-board and power tumbling, as well
as new acts including silk acrobatics and
power cheerleading.
“I have a passion for Christ-centered
sports,” says Coach Christian Lighthall of
the Gymnics. “Gymnastics is a great way
to flex my creative muscle and it’s a great
way for a group of students to influence
others in a positive way through sports in a
Christ-focused environment.”
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Earth Day events raise environmental awareness
Two major events took place on Tuesday,
April 22, turning the focus on campus
to Earth Day. An Eco Concert hosted
by the University Senate, Student
Senate, ACTION and the Village Green
Preservation Society was followed by an
Eco Rally in Seminary Chapel.
Musicians, students, staff and faculty
from across campus came together on
the lawn in front of the James White
Library steps for a concert in celebration of
Earth Day. Before playing, Bruce Pearson
of Garage Voice drew attention to the
Christian responsibility of taking care of
the earth. “God has entrusted us with the
stewardship of his creation,” said Pearson.
During the Eco Rally, Heather Knight,
provost, gave an overview of the green
movement on college campuses across the
country, including LEED Certification for
Green Building.
Tom Goodwin led a 30-second time of
thankfulness for what God provides to us
on Earth—and then described what the
human impact is during those 30 seconds.
“In just 30-seconds time, 14,000 plastic

water bottles are thrown away
in North America, equaling 467
plastic water bottles in just one
second,” said Goodwin.
Leeor Schweitzer, a student
leader from EnvOrg at Kalamazoo
College, shared the student-led
award winning environmental
activities on his campus.
Ben Chilson gave an update
of environmental impact
improvements which will be
achieved through the new Dining
Services, including a proposal
At the Eco Rally, students, staff and community signed a
to significantly reduce the use
covenant document in support of environmental issues.
of nonbiodegradable take-away
containers by: 1. choosing to
Recycling in 1989. It has successfully
dine-in with friends in the newly renovated
provided employment for individuals with
spaces; 2. providing green take-away
disabilities ever since. In 2007, Gateway
containers for a slight surcharge.
collected 1.4 million pounds of paper.
A representative from Gateway
The event also included an opportunity
Recycling Services in Berrien Springs
to sign a covenant document for those
complimented university students for their
wishing to express personal commitment
initiatives that improve the community.
to forwarding environmental issues at
School of Business Administration students
Andrews University.
presented a business proposal for Gateway

Hundreds participate in electronics recycling event
Specialist, this was the second
A steady stream of cars, trucks
and vans—as many as 30 at a
largest recycling collection event
time—lined up in the Transportation
ever for electronics in Berrien
Department warehouse parking
County. “We estimate there were
lot as they waited for their turn
over 265 participants. We counted
to recycle unused electronics at a
each resident, business, school and
recycling event hosted by Andrews
Andrews University (as a whole)
University on Wednesday, April 9.
as one participant each. We filled
The recycling event, sponsored
two 53-foot semi-trucks and two
24-foot trucks full of equipment,”
by Berrien County, brought
she said. In total, 56,709 pounds of
together staff and student volunteers
electronics were collected.
from across campus to meet with
This event was successful, in part,
hundreds of area residents wishing
thanks
to the volunteers who helped
to do their part to help protect the
More
than
28
tons
of
electronics
were
collected
at
a
Berrien
County
direct
traffic,
record information
environment—one electronic device
recycling
event
held
at
the
Andrews
transportation
department.
and
unload
equipment.
“We really
at a time. As the unused equipment
appreciate
all
the
people
at Andrews
was dropped off—TVs, computers,
University
who
helped
organize,
promote,
set-up
and
execute
this
monitors, even an old overhead projector—volunteers sorted and
collection
event.
The
volunteers
were
fantastic.
We
couldn’t
have
stacked the items onto pallets. Once the loaded pallets were shrinkdone it without them,” said Adams.
wrapped, the recyclables were loaded onto four trucks.
According to Jill Adams, Berrien County Environmental
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Spring meeting of General Conference held at Andrews
aspect of his work that brings him
More than 150 administrators of
great personal joy.
the world church of Seventh-day
“As I relate to the global family—
Adventists visited the Andrews
including
children, there are some
University campus April 4–7 for
25
million
Adventists around the
the 2008 Spring Meeting of the
world—I
am
amazed at the dynamGeneral Conference of Seventh-day
ics
which
binds
this family together,”
Adventists, a semi-annual business
said
Paulsen.
meeting. The committee members
Committee members spent four
included officers from the 13 world
days
on campus. During their
divisions and administrators from the
stay,
some
were able to meet with
church headquarters, who together
members
of
their division and many
serve the 15 million members of the
guests—some
of whom had never
Adventist Church worldwide.
before
visited
Andrews
University—
Jan Paulsen (BA ’57, MA ’58,
Jan Paulsen (left) was interviewed by Dwight K. Nelson, senior pastor,
took
advantage
of
the
things
the
BD ’62, MA ’83), president of the
during the church service at Pioneer Memorial Church.
campus
has
to
offer,
including
the
General Conference of Seventh-day
Horn Archaeological Museum, the
Adventists, was interviewed by Dwight
during services on Sabbath. Paulsen invited
Natural History Museum, and the Center
K. Nelson (MDiv ’76, DMin ’86), senior
members of the community to watch the
for Adventist Research.
pastor of Pioneer Memorial Church,
church business in action and shared one

$7,000 Korean book donation to James White Library
Korean language holdings by 380
The Andrews Seminary Korean
percent.
Association has donated 268
Refreshments were served in the
books in the Korean language
Bibliographic
Services Department.
to the James White Library.
Denis
Fortin,
dean
of the Seminary,
The donation consists of two
offered
a
dedicatory
prayer, and
sets of 134 Adventist books.
President
Niels-Erik
Andreasen
The donation includes books
expressed
words
of
appreciation
for
by Ellen G. White, the SDA
the
gift.
Bible commentary, and other
“The James White Library
Adventist works.
of
Andrews University recently
The idea for obtaining
received
a most generous gift of
the books was developed by
some
400
volumes of religious
Choong Hwan (Richard) Lee.
books
in
Korean,”
said Andreasen.
Mr. Lee is a Master of Divinity
“The
gift
was
made
by the Adventist
student in the Seminary and
Publishing
House
in
Korea. This
president of the Andrews
L–R: Terry Robertson, Richard Choi, Larry Onsager, Richard Lee, Ju Hyun Kim, Da
collection
is
particularly
welcome
Seminary Korean Association.
Eun Kwak, Niels-Erik Andreasen, Sun Hee Cho, Denis Fortin and Sang Hae Kim
here
at
Andrews
given
our
many
Richard also works in the
international
students,
including
a
Wednesday,
March
28.
P.
Richard
Choi
interlibrary loan department of
significant
group
from
Korea.”
(MDiv
’86),
chair
of
the
New
Testament
the James White Library.
“It is altogether fitting that our
department, welcomed the audience and
Checking out the Library holdings, he
university library extend its collection of
realized that Ellen G. White’s writings in
made some opening remarks. Choong
foreign language works of special interest
Korean are dated. Mr. Lee approached the
Hwan Lee made a formal presentation of
to our international students. Andrews
West Central Korean Conference and the
the books to Lawrence W. Onsager, dean
University is grateful for this gift and for
Sijosa Korean Publishing House for the
of libraries, and Terry Robertson, Seminary
the important contribution it makes to our
donation.
librarian.
Lawrence Onsager, dean of libraries,
library collection.”
A reception celebrating the donation
pointed out that this gift increases our
was held in the James White Library on
SPRING 2008
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5th annual Music & Worship Conference features The Ambassadors and Roger Ryan

Pianist Roger Ryan accompanies the Deliverance Choir (above left) at the fifth annual Andrews
University Music and Worship Conference, sponsored by Andrews University’s Department of
Music, Center for Youth Evangelism and Department of Christian Ministry and the North American
Division Church Resource Center. The conference was held March 27–29 as a training event for
pastors, worship leaders, church musicians and lay leaders involved in worship ministry.
The Nigerian a cappella group, The Ambassadors, also sang at the concert held Friday at the Howard Center (above right). The Ambassadors first became familiar to
Andrews University in 1998 during the Net ‘98 satellite evangelism series, before going on to receive international acclaim in the Christian music community.

Birding authority conducts seminar and workshop
Part scientist, part poet and philosopher:
it’s hard to compartmentalize Donald
Kroodsma’s life and career. His love of birds
and their varied songs goes beyond the
science of understanding their communications to an appreciation of their music and
songs.
Kroodsma is a professor emeritus at the
University of Massachusetts-Amherst, is the
author of The Singing Life of Birds and has
won several awards. He spoke at Price Hall
on April 19 and led a workshop at Love
Creek Nature Center the following day.
“It’s always a pleasure to be among people celebrating spring,” he told audience
members. “I heard two cardinals singing
today. I live for hearing bird songs ... For
me, a bird walk often becomes a bird stand
as I stop to listen to the different birds.”
“For me, birds are my fellow creatures
on the planet who are speaking their minds
as they sing,” he said. “They’re telling so
much about themselves, about their age,
whether they’re male or female.”
“For me, it’s not so much about identifying birds by song or sound,” he said. “I
tell people to slow down, you have to slow
down and listen.”

Parabolic microphones were used to amplify bird
songs at the workshop held at Love Creek

“I liken it to how you’d treat a human
friend. Do you identify them through
binoculars or by a voice in the crowd? No,
you want to get to know the person well.
With birds, you want to get to know them
so you don’t mistake one bird for another.”
“It’s not just about pinning a label on
a bird and moving on,” he said. “I believe
you can truly appreciate a bird and his
song without even knowing what kind of
bird it is ... We need to listen with our eyes
together with our ears.”
He called song sparrows “priceless singers” where the males each know eight to
10 different songs and said robins with
their caroled songs “are just wonderful to

listen to.” “They’re among the most common birds and we don’t know much about
them,” he said.
“With every bird that sings, my goal is to
crawl inside the bird’s mind and figure out
what it’s doing,” he said. “A mockingbird
can have 150 songs and a thrasher 2,000
songs ... Listen to the most common birds
around you and listen in a whole new way.”
During his visit to Andrews, he showed
people the importance and meaning of birdsongs first through sonograms and audio
recordings at the lecture and then the next
day with actual experience out in the field.
“You learn the little things,” he said. “The
yellow-bellied sapsucker has a loud sound
followed by a light one,” he said. “There’s
beauty in the harmonies and whistles.”
“With black-capped chickadees, I hang
on every little sound,” he said. “Their song
of ‘hey sweeties’ is the biggest single dialect
on record. The only different dialects are
found on the east coast and west of the
Cascades. These birds learn songs and sing
the same song across 3,000 miles of the
country.”
By Debra Haight, freelance writer.
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Crisis panel discussion

Piano competition attracts world-class talent

Nearly one year after the massacre at
Virginia Tech that claimed 32 lives, a panel
of professional communicators, media and
law enforcement participated in a panel
discussion, “What Have We Learned from
Virginia Tech?” at Chan Shun Hall.

On March 30, the Howard Performing Arts Center once again attracted world-class talent to its concert hall. Five finalists competed in the final round of the first International
Piano Competition sponsored by the Andrews University Department of Music.
Former Andrews
University student Ellen
Hwangbo won first place,
taking home $1,000 plus
a solo performance with
the Andrews University
Orchestra. Wen-Ting
Ong and Timothy
Rangtung tied for second
place; Roy Treiyer won
third place; and Olga
Sharapa came in fourth.
“The first International
Piano Competition at
Andrews University
opens an opportunity for International Piano Competition finalists, left–right: Olga Sharapa,
Timothy Rangtung, Ellen Hwangbo, Wen-Ting Ong and Roy Treiyer.
Seventh-day Adventist
musicians around the
world to engage in a serious, fair and highly-contested piano event,” says Carlos Flores,
chair of the Department of Music. The goal of this competition is to promote and acknowledge artistry and excellence in music performance as well as to bring together young
musicians from all over the world in an atmosphere of technical challenges, professional
development, and artistic recognition.”
For musicians wishing to enter in future competitions, plans are to hold a competition
for strings in 2009, and for voice in 2010, before returning to piano in 2011.

Richard Aguirre, director of public relations,
Goshen College, comments during the discussion

The panel included representatives
from Andrews University, Goshen
College, Indiana University South Bend,
the University of Notre Dame, South
Bend Police and WNDU-TV, the NBC
affiliate in South Bend, Ind. Pamela
Harris, a professor who teaches crisis
communication at Andrews University,
served as the discussion moderator.
On April 16, 2007, a Virginia Tech
student turned gunman killed 32
people and wounded many more before
committing suicide, making it the deadliest
school shooting in United States history.
This panel of respected communicators
engaged in public dialog to discuss
crisis communication, crisis plans and
the Virginia Tech case. The discussion
is based on an article that appeared in
Strategist Magazine by Larry Hincker, chief
spokesperson for Virginia Tech, who wrote
about his experience during that time of
crisis on his campus.
The event marked the first publicly
invited meeting of the new Public
Relations Student Society of America
(PRSSA) campus chapter at Andrews
University, which was officially formed in
November 2007.
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Ten-time Grammy winners “Take 6,” March 29, 2008
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