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Spring graduation 2011

All in the family

444 students become alumni of Andrews University

“Measure your success by the lives you
change for the better,” was just one tidbit
of wisdom imparted to the graduating class
of 2011 by John R. Nay, U.S. Ambassador to
the Republic of Suriname, at the graduate
Commencement on Sunday, May 1, 2011,
in Pioneer Memorial Church. Just a short
while later, Pardon K. Mwansa, vice
president for the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists, addressed the
undergraduate graduating class. Mwansa
encouraged young people to be wise with
their finances with a simple three-part
piece of advice: “Be content with what you
have. Spend only what you have. Save for
the day that you don’t know.” On that day,
444 students became alumni of Andrews
University.
Commencement weekend began
Thursday evening with a picnic for
graduating students hosted by the Office
of Alumni Services. L. Monique Pittman,
professor of English and director of the
J.N. Andrews Honors Program at Andrews
University, presented “The Work of Love”
for Consecration on Friday evening.

Fourth-generation student graduates

Sabbath morning, Ángel M. Rodríguez,
director, Biblical Research Institute,
General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists, presented both the graduate
and undergraduate Baccalaureate
addresses at Pioneer Memorial Church.
His sermon was entitled, “All You Need is a
Biosuit.”
Later that day, several departmental
certification and dedication services were
held across campus including a teacher
dedication, Department of Nursing pinning,
Seminary dedication service, Department
of Religion senior dedication, Department
of Nutrition & Wellness dedication service
and recognition, Department of Social
Work recognition service and School of
Architecture graduation reception.
During Commencement on Sunday,
May 1, John R. Nay, the Graduate
Commencement speaker, was presented
with an honorary Doctor of Laws and Ángel
M. Rodríguez, the Baccalaureate speaker,
was presented with an honorary Doctor of
Divinity.

Clockwise from top left: Monique Pittman, Consecration speaker; President Andreasen and Provost
Luxton hood Ángel M. Rodríguez, Baccalaureate speaker; John R. Nay, Graduate Commencement speaker,
was presented with an honorary Doctor of Laws; Pardon Mwansa, Undergraduate Commencement
speaker
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It’s not uncommon for a student to attend
their parent’s alma mater. Members of the
Johnston family have been graduating
from Andrews University since its early
days in Battle Creek. At the spring 2011
Commencement, Laura Johnston, who
graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor
of Business Administration, represented the
fourth generation of Johnstons to graduate
from Andrews University.

L–R: Robert T. Johnston, Laura Johnston, James
Johnston, Kathy Johnston, Robert M. Johnston,
Madeline Steele Johnston

Laura’s great-grandmother, Ena Aldrich
Thomason, graduated from Battle Creek
College in 1898 and later married George
Thomason, who served as John Harvey
Kellogg’s secretary. The couple served
as missionaries in South Africa. Their
grandchildren, Madeline (MA ’77) and
Robert (PhD ’55) Johnston, both graduated
from Andrews. Robert earned not one but
two degrees from the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary. All four of their
children are Andrews alumni, and Robert
Johnston Jr. (BS ’81), was the first Andrews
student to be accepted at Dow Chemical in
Midland, Mich., where he has remained as a
research chemist. Laura’s older brother went
to a different Adventist institution, but “I
suspect some others will come this way over
the next few years,” says their grandmother,
Madeline Johnston.
Additionally, Laura’s relatives on her
mother’s side are no strangers to Andrews.
Her mother, Kathy Chapin Johnston, and
three aunts all received degrees from
Andrews. And Laura’s grandparents, Paul
Chapin (BS ’61) and Laura (Penrod), also met
at Andrews.

»

campus update
7th Annual Ellen G. White & Current Issues Symposium
Unique Story of Captain Norman shared by James Nix, director of the Ellen G. White Estate

Held at the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary on Monday, March
28, 2011, guest speakers included Dwight K.
Nelson, senior pastor of Pioneer Memorial
Church and James Nix, director of the Ellen
G. White Estate at the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists.
Merlin Burt, director of the Center for
Adventist Research, has been the primary
organizer for this event since it began in
2004. “Since its inception, the purpose
of the Ellen G. White and Current Issues
Symposium is to break new ground in
research on Ellen G. White and issues related
to her from a scholarly, but respectful,
context,” says Burt.
The symposium opened with Nelson’s
presentation entitled, “The Gift.” Then Nix
shared “The Story of Captain Norman,” a
narrative about a man who was introduced
to Seventh-day Adventism around the time
of the 33rd session of the General Conference
in February of 1899 in South Lancaster,
Mass. After spending time with some of his
new Adventist friends, and upon learning
there was great financial need in the church,
Norman pledged more than $400,000
(approximately $36.5 million today) of his
inheritance money, a yacht and access to his
ships for the work of the General Conference
and other missions.
The unexpected and generous donations
caused quite a stir in the Church. As the story
of Captain Norman continued to unfold,
it took more than a few twists and turns.

James Nix, director of the Ellen G. White Estate

When after a few months, Captain Norman’s
generous donation was never received
by the Church, some began to suspect he
was a fraud. Not long
after announcing his
engagement following
a rather whirlwind
courtship, Norman
claimed he had to take
care of urgent business
in New York. Borrowing
money from his betrothed, he left the Battle
Creek area in late April of 1899 never to be
heard from again.
At the conclusion of the story of Captain
Norman, Nix shared several “lessons to be
learned,” including how a person reacts to
disappointments and embarrassments in life
demonstrates much about the individual.
“God does not reveal everything to his
messengers,” said Nix. “Ellen White knew

nothing more regarding Captain Norman
than that God had showed her or that Church
leaders had told her. The fact that God did
not reveal Captain Norman’s true intentions
to Mrs. White apparently caused some to
question her prophetic calling…Apparently
God wanted church leaders and members to
learn important lessons from this situation
that could not have been learned had
Ellen White been shown ahead of time the
Captain’s true character and intentions.”
Three more presentations followed Nix’s,
including “Gift of Prophecy and the Church:
A Biblical Perspective” by Ranko Stefanovic;
“The Early Translation of Ellen G. White
Books into Spanish” by Gluder Quispe; and
“The Phenomenon of Prophecy and Role of

“The fact that God did not reveal
Captain Norman’s true intentions to
Mrs. White apparently caused some
to question her prophetic calling.”
Prophets in the Old Testament Compared
with the Ministry of Ellen G. White” by Jiri
Moskala. Each lecture was followed by a
response and question-and-answer period.
The symposium was sponsored by
Andrews University, the Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary, the
Department of Church History, the Center for
Adventist Research and the Ellen G. White
Estate, Inc.

President surprised with new regalia
Graduation weekend held more than one surprise for President NielsErik Andreasen. On April 30, at the graduation vespers, Andreasen was
presented with Vanderbilt University regalia and a garment bag to use
when carrying the regalia to the many commencement ceremonies he
attends around the world. It was some time ago during a conversation
with Chaplain Tim Nixon when Andreasen shared that he didn’t
participate in his graduation from Vanderbilt University and never
bought Vanderbilt regalia. Nixon worked with Demetra Andreasen
and the president’s administrative assistant, Dalry Payne, to obtain
measurements and degree information for the president. Then he
collaborated with a few student organizations to raise the necessary
funds to purchase the regalia. Nixon shared this story at the Sabbath
vesper program and student representatives presented the regalia to
Andreasen. The congregation gave Andreasen a standing ovation.
SPRING 2011
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Spring 2011 at the Howard Center
Calendar
Visit howard.andrews.edu for an
updated schedule of upcoming events.
Schedule is subject to change.

Sneak Peek at 2011–12 Season
The Howard Performing Arts Center
proudly presents its 2011–2012
season which includes headliners
Canadian Brass; Committed,
winners of NBC’s The Sing Off;
Elisabeth von Trapp, granddaughter
of Maria and Baron von Trapp
of The Sound of Music; charttopping Christian artist Francesca
Battistelli; and the timeless
southern gospel quartet Ernie
Haase & Signature Sound.
Lake Effect Jazz Big Band will be
welcomed back to perform in half
of the Opening Night! 2011 event on
Sunday, August 29, at 7 p.m. This
annual free event is the kick-off to
each season and also a gift of an
exceptional concert experience for
the community. In addition to Lake
Effect Jazz Big Band is classical
guitarist Petar Jankovic of Indiana
University Jacobs School of Music.
His repertoire reflects Spanish,
Argentine and Brazilian musical
influences.
Tickets are available for purchase
on Monday, August 1, 2011, by
calling the Box Office at 888-4676442. Summer Box Office hours
are Monday–Thursday, 1:30–5
p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. For
more information on the upcoming
season, visit howard.andrews.edu.
Flex series tickets are also available
for a $5 discount off each ticket
when you purchase a ticket to four
or more concerts.

Clockwise from top left: Violinist Aaron Berofsky and pianist Phillip Bush performed a guest artist
recital, Saturday, March 26  University Forum speaker John Lee, a counseling psychologist at
Michigan State University, Tuesday, April 5  Cristina Piccardi performed Die Tote Stadt by Erich
Korngold during the Opera Arias and Songs, Sunday, April 10  Seventh-day Adventist Schools Band
Festival, Monday, April 11  Kris Knutson presents Ann-Marie Jones with the 2010–11 Advisor of
the Year Award, Thursday, April 14  Claudio Gonzalez conducts the University Symphony Orchestra
in their spring concert, Saturday, April 16  Guest alto saxophone soloist Henning Schroeder
performed with the University Wind Symphony, Sunday, April 17  The annual Easter Choral Concert
featuring the University Singers, Saturday, April 23
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BEST Organization hosts first research symposium
Providing opportunities for high school students to participate in hands-on research

High school seniors in the BEST Early
Research Program presented their research
projects on Wednesday, April 27, 2011, at the
first BEST Organization Research Symposium.
With complete confidence, the students
described their projects in the field of organic
chemistry—a subject not usually covered
until the second or third year of college.
This first symposium was “a milestone
on the path to universal adoption of early
research participation,” says Desmond
Murray, assistant professor of chemistry
and the founder and CEO of the Building
Excellence in Science and Technology (BEST)
Organization. These students attended
the Math and Science Center at Andrews
University for four years and participated in
an independent research period (IRP) their
senior year.
In 1998, Desmond Murray began
incorporating independent research periods
into organic chemistry classes. In 2001, two
high school students joined him to perform
research over the summer. Six years later, 12th
graders were regularly involved in research
and BEST officially became a nonprofit

organization. To date over 650
students have been involved in
early research projects through
the BEST Organization.
Murray and the students
participating in BEST Early
Research have garnered national
recognition, in the form of over
$370,000 in grant monies from
the National Science Foundation,
American Chemical Society, the
State of Michigan, and other
foundations. Earlier graduates
from the BEST program who
continued in scientific disciplines
have discovered the advantage of
participating in early research.
Look for a complete story
of this event in the upcoming
research insert in the summer
2011 issue of Focus.

Right: Students from the Math &
Science Center demonstrate their
research projects at the first BEST
Organization Research Symposium

Andrews hosts Hispanic College Day
Edwin I. Hernández delivered the keynote speech

Hundreds of local Hispanic students gathered
at Andrews University for Hispanic College
Day on Friday, May 6. The event brought
together Hispanic students from four area
counties to explore college options, register
for college, attend career seminars, and hear
a keynote speaker.
The students attending represented
schools in Berrien, Cass, Kalamazoo and Van
Buren Counties. William Navalon, director of
recruitment services and coordinator of this
year’s event, says, “This was a wonderful
opportunity for students to get exposure to
careers and mentors they would otherwise
never meet. They got to see other Latinos who
have walked in their shoes, yet have made it
through college and have successful careers.”
The day began with a college fair at the
Howard Performing Arts Center, followed
by the keynote speech delivered by Edwin
I. Hernández, a senior program officer for

research, education and congregational
initiatives at the DeVos Family Foundation.
Hernández is a research fellow with the
Center for the Study of Latino Religion
at the Institute for Latino Studies at the
University of Notre Dame and a published
author. His research has focused on
Latino religious experience, theological
education, congregational studies, and the
role of religious leaders in sustaining the
life and commitment of socially-engaged
congregations.
Following the keynote, students attended
seminars geared to their age group, including
career options and how to pay for college.
Hispanic College Day began in 1984, and
grew from a need to ensure Hispanic students,
who are traditionally most at risk for not
being able to attend college, had access to a
source of information regarding college and
career options. It was first hosted by the Van

Buren Technology Center. Due to increased
participation and an interest for more
exposure to a college campus, local colleges
and universities now do the hosting. Last year
it was held at Western Michigan University.
SPRING 2011
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Summer study tours underway

During the summer months of 2011, there are 12 international and one domestic Andrews University-sponsored study tours

Study tours are more than just trips to exotic
places around the world—they broaden the
life experience and cultural knowledge of
everyone who participates. This summer
hundreds of Andrews students and
faculty are seeking knowledge on distant
mountaintops, ancient ruins and savannahs.

May 5–June 1
Study tour to Jordan (field school) sponsored by the
Department of Behavioral Sciences and directed by
Øystein LaBianca, professor of anthropology

May 15–31
Study tour to Israel, Turkey and Greece sponsored
by the Department of New Testament and directed
by Thomas Shepherd, professor of New Testament

May 5–June 6
Study tour to Hong Kong sponsored by the
Department of Accounting, Economics & Finance
and directed by Kim L. Chuah, professor of
economics

May 16–June 9
Study tour to Namibia sponsored by the
Department of Behavioral Sciences and directed
by Miora Diaconu, assistant professor of physical
therapy

May 1–June 2
Study tour to Europe sponsored by the School of
Architecture and directed by Andrew von Maur,
associate professor of architecture

May 5–June 15
Study tour to Jordan sponsored by the Institute
for Archaeology and directed by Randall Younker,
professor of Old Testament and biblical archaeology

June 1–10
Study tour to Italy sponsored by the School of
Architecture and directed by Kathy Dempsky,
associate professor of library science

May 2–27
Study tour to Spain, Italy and Greece sponsored by
the Department of International Language Studies
and directed by Pedro Navia, professor of Spanish

May 9–31
Study tour to Lebanon and Jordan sponsored by the
Department of Religion & Biblical Languages and
directed by Glenn Russell, assistant professor of
religion

July 28–August 15
Study tour to Bolivia sponsored by the School
of Architecture and directed by Martin Smith,
assistant professor of architecture

May 5–20
Study tour to Hong Kong sponsored by the
Department of Educational Counseling &
Psychology and directed by Carole Woolford-Hunt,
associate professor of counseling psychology

May 12–31
General education study tour to Tanzania, directed
by Donald May, associate dean for the College of
Arts & Sciences

August 7–14
Study tour to New England sponsored by the
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary and
directed by Merlin Burt, associate professor of
church history

Natanya Behrmann, a communication major (middle) and Samantha Blake, a
journalism major (far right) are part of an intercultural communication class
taking place at the Jordan Field School. (Photo contributed by Patrice Jones,
assistant professor of communication)

Participants of the Tanzania Program three-week general educaton interdisciplinary study tour pose for a photo while out on safari. (Photo contributed by
Don May, associate dean, College of Arts & Sciences)

Rebecca Fernandez, Autumn Osterman and Anne-Claire Ballais enjoy their
new friends at the Bouchrieh Adventist Secondary School in Beirut, Lebanon.
This was part of the Department of Religion & Biblical Languages study tour to
Lebanon. (Photo contributed by Glenn Russell, assistant professor of religion)

Students hear a class lecture from Pedro Navia at the remains of the Citadel
(Castell). Part of the Department of International Languages Studies study tour
to Spain, Italy and Greece. (Photo contributed by Ruben Perez-Schulz, assistant
professor of Spanish)
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Summer 2011 board report

Updates on transfer of Griggs University and sales of Andrews Study Bible; beginning discussion of forming two new schools

The Andrews University Board of Trustees
convened for their summer meetings June
5–6, using, for the first time, the boardroom
of the Lake Union Conference building.
Andrews is purchasing the building and
according to President Niels-Erik Andreasen,
it will be the new headquarters for the Board
of Trustees meetings.
The first Board action taken was the
reelection of officers of the University and
the Board of Trustees. Bylaws require the
elections take place within 90 days following
the meeting of the constituency; the
constituency met in March 2011.
The Board also voted a capital request of
$150,000 for windows in Lamson Hall, which
is included in the University’s capital budget
plan.
Larry Schalk, vice president for Financial
Administration, reported on operations. The
Griggs University transfer is coming along
nicely. There has been $1.25 million allocated
to cover the cost of the transition. To date,
approximately $500,000 of those funds has
either been spent or allocated.
Andreasen said, “So far, it looks to be
going well and we aren’t draining University
resources to bring Griggs here.”
The budget for the past fiscal year, which
ended April 30, was scheduled to end with
an increase in net assets of $3.1 million; the
preliminary draft is $1.2 million, a shortfall
of approximately $1.9 million. “There is still
a gain, but a smaller gain than what was
budgeted,” said Andreasen. Undergraduate
tuition was stable while graduate tuition
fell behind. Other expenses ran ahead in
certain areas including Student Life, plant
operations, Human Resources—legal support
for incoming international faculty, interest
and depreciation.
The line of credit the University uses is $2.5
million less than last year in part because
revenue-generating sales and services were
up. A large portion of the increased revenue
is attributed to the Andrews University Press
sales of the Andrews Study Bible, which
has exceeded $1 million. Less than a year
following its release, a second printing of
25,000 copies of the Bible has been procured.
A third printing of an inexpensive edition, to
be distributed widely by evangelists, is also
underway. Andreasen said contracts have

been signed to translate the
Andrews Study Bible into
Spanish and Portuguese;
another contract has
been signed to turn the
Andrews Study Bible into a
digital medium for use on
Smart phones and iPads.
Andreasen concluded by
saying, “The Andrews
Study Bible has done very
well and is blessing many
people.”
Andreasen shared a
report on construction and
fund-raising with the Board.
The fund-raising initiative
for the Undergraduate
Learning Center has raised
$8.2 million; there is still
about $400,000 needed to
reach the goal. Donations
Landscaping has begun around the newly named Frank and Anna Damazo
Hall. See page 12 for their story.
for Buller Hall, part of the
Undergraduate Learning
Center, received during this
past fiscal year total $570,000. Those monies
The second recommendation was in
will be used to buy back bonds that were
regards to the engineering program. The
issued to borrow money to pay for Buller’s
President’s Council felt engineering should
construction. University administration
hold a strong place in the University’s
expects to have Nethery Hall, the second
strategic plan and that consideration
half of construction for the Undergraduate
should be given to establishing a School of
Learning Center, ready in time for classes
Engineering.
resuming in August 2011.
Andreasen shared encouraging news from
Andreasen shared a report on enrollment
North Central Association. They have given
projections from Stephen Payne, vicea recommendation to the Higher Learning
president for Enrollment Management. Some
Commission Board to authorize Andrews to
highlights include freshmen admissions
assume ownership of Griggs at the HLC’s June
are up 7% and overall, applications are up
meeting.
34%. Andreasen noted that these numbers
The Board also discussed the five health
could be deceiving because electronic
professions in the College of Arts & Sciences:
applications make it easier to apply to
medical laboratory sciences, nursing,
multiple institutions. Transfers are down
nutrition & wellness, physical therapy and
slightly and first-time graduate applications
speech-language pathology & audiology.
are up 29%. Overall, the net for next fall is a
Each department is doing well, reported
6% enrollment increase.
Andreasen, but the challenge is each one
There was a report from the President’s
is working very independently. The Board
Council. They voted on two items to bring
discussed the possibility of forming a School
to the Board of Trustees. The first was a
of Health Professions, which would initially
recommendation to not ignore the branding
house these five departments. Additional
value of the Griggs name. Andreasen shared
consultation and consideration will take
that heavy consideration is being given
place, and the Board will revisit the issue at a
to renaming the Lake Union Conference
future meeting.
building “Griggs Hall.”
SPRING 2011
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Meeting Jesus at the Easter Passion Play

Damazo Hall named

A life-changing experience for a little girl named Claire and the volunteers who met her

Frank and Anna Damazo believe in giving back

As the annual Andrews
University Easter Passion
Play rotations drew to a close,
hospitality tent volunteers
had been watching lives
change all morning. Late
that afternoon, a six-year-old
girl named Claire visited the
Easter Passion Play with her
family. She smiled at the baby
goats jumping around in the
marketplace and stared in
awe at the Roman soldiers
Claire (on the shoulders of “Jesus”) with the entire resurrection cast
with their large spears. But
most of all, she wanted
to meet Jesus. Her request was about to
Justin said that when Jesus came again, he
remind the entire 700-member volunteer
would take her but leave her illness behind.
cast why they had signed up.
“She was really excited about that,” says
Claire watched the reenactment of Jesus’
McAuliffe, “and I got to hear her laugh for
death on the cross and his resurrection.
the first time.” Justin was amazed by her
When she arrived in the hospitality tent,
faith and resilience. “She didn’t expect
she asked volunteer Naomi Best if she
instant gratification,” he says, but she
could meet Jesus. She wanted to ask him
knew in her heart that Jesus would heal her
in person the prayer she’d been praying
someday.
every night—if he could take away her
Reflecting on the experience later,
(inoperable) brain tumor.
Justin realized that although his role was
But Jesus was nowhere to be found.
unique—not many people have the chance
In fact, all of the eight actors
portraying Jesus were in another
rotation. While volunteers looked
for a Jesus, Claire met an angel
and a Roman soldier. Hearing of
her request, Best and the cast of
the resurrection scene decided to stage
to play Jesus—“it’s an experience that
a special performance for her. Justin
we should have, as Christians, every day.
McAuliffe, one of two students portraying
When you take on the title of ‘Christian,’
Gabriel in the scene, volunteered to fill in
you take on the ‘Christ’ part too.”
for Jesus. At first, Claire sat on Naomi’s lap,
Claire illustrated childlike faith to
but then she asked to get closer to Jesus.
Naomi: “To see a little girl who was in that
From on stage where she held an angel’s
stage and was so vibrant and had so much
hand, Claire watched the disciples put
faith…meeting her made me believe in God
Jesus in the tomb. She saw the struggle
ten times more than I did before. I see why
between the good and bad angels, ending
our faith is to be childlike.”
in Gabriel rolling away the stone to reveal
Every Easter Passion Play has its own
the risen Jesus, who walked out and
stories and its own miracles. But to the
hoisted Claire onto his shoulders. The
volunteers that interacted with Claire, this
entire resurrection cast then assembled for
one stands out. “Each year impacts your
a photo with Claire, who was gleefully still
life in some way,” says Best, “but this year
sitting on Jesus’ shoulders.
was truly life-changing.”
As the cast dispersed after the photo,
Claire pulled Jesus aside—she wanted
to ask him her question now. Claire and
Justin talked one-on-one, and at one point

Frank Damazo (DIP ’44, BS ’47) and his
wife Anna believe that “everyone has the
responsibility to support to their maximum
for God’s glory and everyone’s blessing.”
Their support has led to a generous gift for
the new graduate women’s residence hall at
University Towers. In recognition of their gift,
the new tower will be named Frank and Anna
Damazo Hall.

“When you take on the title
of ‘Christian,” you take on the
‘Christ’ part, too.”
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After graduating from Andrews, Frank went
on to become a medical doctor and practiced
in Ohio, Maine and Michigan. He also spent
two years in Korea and Japan as a surgeon in
the U.S. Army with the rank of captain.
During the Vietnam War Frank was
involved with the Whitecoats Operation
at Fort Dietrich, Md. Both he and his wife
were honored for their contributions at
an Appreciation Sabbath at the Whitecoat
Veterans Foundation Reunion in 1998.
The philosophy of higher education and
philanthropy was instilled in the Damazo
family at an early age. Frank and his nine
siblings were born and raised during the
Great Depression by uneducated but very
wise parents who taught each to develop an
honest work ethic and to obtain education in
the Adventist school system.
Frank was an honored alumnus of
Andrews University in 1984 and also received
that honor from Loma Linda University
in 1998. Both Frank and Anna were the
recipients of the Humanitarian Award from
Loma Linda University in 1990.
“All that we have done has been simply to
glorify God, and not us, and to also pay back
to those who sacrificially gave to establish
these institutions, plus to establish a broader
financial base for the recipient organizations
and most importantly to set an example that
everyone can follow. The amounts may be
different but not the blessings.”
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Five finalists awarded at International Music Competition
Winners’ home countries include Venezuela, Canada, U.S. and Mexico

The fourth annual International Music
Competition at Andrews University took place
on Sunday, March 27, 2011, in the Howard
Performing Arts Center. The event was
sponsored and organized by the Andrews
University Department of Music and features a
different area each year (piano, strings, voice
or winds).
This year’s focus areas were wind, brass
and percussion. A group of five musicians
selected from a pool of national and
international applicants were chosen to
perform for the event based on submissions
of recorded performance. Finalists in this
year’s competition, including their instrument,
home country and current university, were:
Ricardo Flores, trumpet, United States/Mexico,
Andrews University alum; Daniel Mendoza,
clarinet, Venezuela, Andrews University; Tyler
Rand, oboe, United States, Southern Adventist
University; Debra Rosengren, flute, Canada,
Andrews University; and Paige Wright, flute,
United States, Southern Adventist University.
Participants performed two movements
of contrasting styles at the competition
and were awarded based on decisions by
the judge’s panel. First prize ($1,000 plus a

solo performance with
the Andrews University
Orchestra or Wind
Symphony) was shared
between Daniel Mendoza
and Tyler Rand. Third prize
($300) was awarded to
Debra Rosengren. Fourth
prize ($200) was awarded
to Ricardo Flores, and fifth
prize ($100) was awarded
to Paige Wright.
“It is good to have
Andrews moving through
the musical world as an
institution that promotes
Finalists for the 2011 International Music Competition, L–R: Ricardo Flores,
students’ excellence
Tyler Rand, Paige Wright, Debra Rosengren and Daniel Mendoza
and competitiveness,”
says Claudio Gonzalez,
conductor of the
The 2011–2012 International Music
Andrews University Orchestra and Sinfonietta.
Competition will feature performers from the
“Considering previous experiences, we have
area of piano. To request application forms
had higher ranked artists playing concerts
or additional information, contact Carlos
as winners with the Andrews University
A. Flores, Andrews University International
Orchestra... In my opinion, that is one of the
Music Competition director at +1-269-471-3555
benefits for our music department and for
or via email at cflores@andrews.edu.
Andrews at large.”

Safety & Security Conference held at Andrews
First meeting of what is planned to be an annual event

The first Seventh-day Adventist Safety
& Security Conference was held on the
campus of Andrews University, May 23–24,
2011. Safety and security officers from
several sister institutions and the General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
joined together to discuss a variety of
topics impacting their work including
policies, citation and vehicle registrations,
and campus access control to name a few.
First row, L-R: Karen Banner, General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists; Milton Montague,
Atlantic Union College; Dale Hodges, Andrews
University; Lewis Eakins, Oakwood University;
Rojelio Castillo, Andrews University
Second row L-R: Steve Filkowski, General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists; Kevin
Penrod, Southern Adventist University; James
Vines, General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists; Jerrett Pate, Andrews University; Ben
Panigot, Andrews University; Bob Brand, Atlantic
Union College
SPRING 2011
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Andrews students lead evangelism in Michigan City, Ind.
For the first time in more than 25 years, students conduct evangelistic series

During spring semester, a group of
undergraduate religion students under
the direction of Paul Petersen, chair of the
Department of Religion & Biblical Languages,
conducted two evangelistic series in Michigan
City, Ind. These evangelistic series were the
first held in Michigan City in over 25 years,
and were largely student-run.
Nate Skaife was one of these students.
Since arriving at Andrews three years ago,
Skaife has been very involved in all of the
evangelistic programs the department has
sponsored. “After each year is over, Pastors
Skip McCarty, Glenn Russell, and Dr. Petersen
have talked about what we would do for
evangelism the following school year,” says
Skaife.
His first year, they did a Mark Finley series;
the following year, the religion students
were instrumental in the spring Week of
Spiritual Emphasis. This year, Skip McCarty
met Bill Payne, the pastor of the Ohio Street
Church, and “that led to the beginning of the
Michigan City initiative,” says Skaife. “We
wanted to build community between the two
churches [Ohio Street and Voice of Hope] as
we tried to reach the people of Michigan City.”
The project began in April of 2010, when
a group met with the Ohio Street Church
and the Voice of Hope Church to discuss the
approach they would take. Skaife worked
at the Ohio Street Church over the summer
doing Bible studies and Flag Camp. That fall,
Bill Payne conducted a set of evangelistic

Phi Kappa Phi induction

58 students inducted into national honor society

Juniors, seniors and graduates from various
fields of study were inducted into the Phi
Kappa Phi National Honor Society on
Thursday. Inductees enjoyed a special dinner
and program, including a presentation
by Gary Burdick, professor of physics and
associate dean for research. Burdick spoke
about the friendship between science and
religion, teaching initiates that “Reason
and faith are entwined within all forms of
knowledge about reality.” At the end of the
event, 58 initiates were inducted into the
society.
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meetings, and the Andrews group decided
to follow this initiative with a series of
Daniel and Revelation meetings.
Jacob Gibbs led the evangelistic meetings
at the Voice of Hope Church, and Nate led
the Ohio Street Church group. After the
services, the groups went door-to-door to
pray for individuals and offer Bible studies.
Some followed up on previous Bible studies
while others canvassed for new interests.
“The students worked very hard,” says
Skaife. Other students that participated
in the evangelistic series were Nathaniel
Gibbs, Tala Uta, Douglas Hill, Jirhony Mele,
Eduardo Carreras, Orville Bulgin and Etser
Edouard, all of whom took a Daniel and
Revelation class with Paul Petersen, chair
of the department of religion.
“I got involved in this project because I
believe in evangelism and have seen how
God has changed lives through it,” says
Skaife. “Everyone was able to help in some
way regardless of their skills, ability or
experience. It is awesome to see how God
uses people and how he transforms lives,
including our own.”
In a report to Indiana pastors, Skaife
related that attendance at the meetings
increased as the week drew to a close,
and that church members were more
enthusiastic about long-term evangelism in
their community.

Top: Eduardo Carreras participated in the evangelistic
meetings in Michigan City, Ind.
Above: Paul Petersen (left) and Nathaniel Gibbs

