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Lyndon (Jerry) G. Furst (BA ’61, MA ’65) is
dean emeritus of the School of Graduate
Studies and professor emeritus of educational administration at Andrews University.
He worked for 21 years in the Seventh-day
Adventist school system as an elementary
teacher and principal, academy principal,
and conference educational superintendent. The remainder of his career was spent
teaching in the Andrews University School of
Education. He holds an EdD in educational
administration from the University of the Pacific. After 25 years, Jerry continues to write
a regular column on current events in “The
Journal Era,” a weekly newspaper published
in Berrien Springs, Michigan. He recently authored “The Table’s Story,” published by Teach
Services, a collection of engaging and short
stories from his life aimed to help people
recognize the value of life’s challenges.

Marian (Spohr) and John (BA ’61, MA ’66)
Mendel of Berrien Springs, Michigan, were
married on Sept. 25, 1949, in Western
Springs, Illinois. They met at Broadview Academy and began dating their senior year.
They were fortunate to spend John's term
of military service together in Virginia, Texas,
New Jersey and New York where John served
as an x-ray technician and Marian found
employment as a secretary in each location.
After the service, John entered Emmanuel
Missionary College (now Andrews University),
earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
history, and began his teaching career in Eau
Claire. Marian typed five doctoral dissertations for Andrews professors during that time.
The couple adopted their first daughter in
1961: Michelle (CERT ’81) who lives in Berrien
Springs with her husband, Winston Nwoke,
the Rite Aid pharmacist, and their son Christopher, who is a third year pre-med student at
Andrews. Two years later they were blessed
with another adopted daughter, Leanne,
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who lives in Indianapolis with her husband,
Micheal Sauers, who works at Amazon.
When the girls were small, the family
moved to Pennsylvania where John taught
at Blue Mountain Academy. From there they
moved to Tennessee and Indiana, finally returning to Berrien Springs. When John retired,
they lived in and managed Teresa’s Country
Home, an adult foster care home.
They have traveled in all 50 states, except
Alaska. They praise the Lord for keeping them
safe in their travels and are grateful that God
has kept them together for 70 years.
Albert (BA ’65, MA ’67) & Karl (BA ’63) Konrad
wrote and published a book titled “Waiting
for Eddie,” a love story about their mother
and her efforts as a single parent to get her
two boys educated at Andrews University.
Karl graduated in 1963 with a BA in chemistry
and then went on to get a PhD in that field
and teach at Southwestern Adventist University for more than 45 years. Al graduated
with a BA in theology in 1965 and an MA in
1967 and became a pastor for 26 years and
nursing home administrator for another 20
years. Their mother worked at College Wood
Products and then as a housekeeper at Meier
Hall from 1961 until her retirement in 1972.
Al says, “Our years spent at Andrews getting
an education were absolutely the very best
foundation that we could have had in preparing us to succeed in our chosen fields... We
both were able to attend Andrews back then
and graduate without any debt to the school
or any lending institution. May God continue
to bless Andrews in the years to come!”

1980s
Melvin Tolson (BS ’84) currently works as
director of finance and operations at Dole
Foods of Canada. His job looks at moving
products around the world and how to make
new and current ideas profitable. This year
he spent a few weeks in France, working on
change management. He is married to
Pamela and they have one daughter, Kymberly.

1990s
Darren Godsoe (MDiv ’93) served as a pastor
in Saskatchewan, Canada, for almost 20 years
after his graduation from the Seminary. For
the last nine years he has served as the head
pastor of the Willowdale Church in Toronto. He
and his wife Sandra adopted their son Dallon
from the country of Georgia and daughter
Lavelle from California. Sandra works at
Crawford Adventist Academy.

2000s
After graduating from Andrews University,
Donna Norman (BS ’00) completed graduate
studies at Howard University in Washington, D.C. She obtained a Master of Science
in communication science and disorders.
For the past 15 years Donna has worked for
the District of Columbia Public Schools as a
speech and language pathologist. She says,
“I value the educational and spiritual guidance I received at Andrews.”
Josué Manigot (MDiv ’09) is pastoring in
Toronto, Canada.

2010s
Samuel Motamarry (MDiv ’13) currently
works as a voluntary chaplain in Maryland.
Dario Gabriel Ferreira (MDiv ’13) worked as
a pastor at the Brazilian Adventist church in
Chicago for 15 months after graduation. He
then received a call to be the senior pastor at
Luso-Brazilian Adventist Church in Toronto.
From 2015 on, he has also been a speaker for
“Está Escrito Canada” (It is Written Canada
in Portuguese). He recently was chosen to
be the president of the Greater Toronto Area
Ministerial Association. He and his wife Elsira
have a son, Andrew, and a daughter, Náthalie.
Elsira de Moura Ferreira (MA ’14) graduated
with an MA in religious education with emphasis in family life education and discipleship. She has been using her education in
seminars, small groups and discipling others
at the church where her husband pastors.
She is also in the process of writing a book.
Elsira writes, “I really appreciate my time
at Andrews. I learned a lot and experienced
spiritual growth in my life.”
Sheldon Imperio (MDiv ’18) is currently serving as an ordained associate pastor at the
Mt. Zion Filipino Adventist Church. He and his
wife Beryl had their first son, Ezra, in January.
Vivian Laughlin (PhD ’19) received a prestigious Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program award
from the U.S. Department of State and the J.
William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board in
September 2019. She is one of eight Fulbright
post-doctoral fellows in Israel. For the next
two years, she will study the cultural appropriation of the ancient Egyptian cults of Serapis
and Isis and its impact on Judea and Palestine. Laughlin is the first African-American
PhD graduate from Andrews’ archaeology department and the only one to get a Fulbright.

Ruby V. Snell (att.), 95, died
Nov. 25, 2019, in Berrien Springs,
Michigan.
She was born Aug. 23, 1924, in
Hinsdale, Illinois, the daughter of Naaman and Mary Eva
(Worrell) Brown. She met John
G. Snell at Broadview Academy
and they were married in 1942.
They moved to Berrien Springs
in 1952 for Ruby to complete her
education at Andrews University
and Western Michigan University
where she earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees with emphases
in education and counseling.
She taught for Edith B. Garrett
School in Benton Harbor, Niles
Public Schools and was a teacher
and reading specialist for Benton
Harbor Public Schools. Her
teaching career spanned 41 years
before retirement.
Ruby loved her family and
her Fairplain Seventh-day
Adventist Church family. She
was a vegetable and flower
gardener, cook, baker, camper, birdwatcher, artist (oil and
watercolor) and seamstress. She
played piano and organ, enjoyed
antique collecting and operated
several antique shops, and loved
nature and rock collecting. She
was co-president (with John) of
Blossomland Gem and Mineral
Society.
Surviving are her children:
Dennis (Judy) Snell, Lynnece
and her husband Gerald Abel
(BA ’55), Joanne (Tim) King and
Douglas and his wife Rena (att.)
Snell; seven grandchildren; six
great-grandchildren; and five
great-great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by
John, her husband of 71 years;
parents; brothers, Alan and
Norman Brown; and sister, Irma
Brown.
Kimberly Suzanne Orr (BSELED
’10), 31, of Miamisburg, Ohio,
passed away on Nov. 19, 2019.
Kimberly was born on May 2,
1988, in Lithia Springs, Georgia.
She was the daughter of Roger
and Terri (Philo) Geach.
On June 7, 2016, she married
Cameron Stewart Orr in Miamisburg, Ohio. Together they gave
birth to a beautiful little girl,
Scarlett Lynn. Kimberly was so
excited to become a mom and

always dreamed of having a big
family.
Kimberly was a schoolteacher
for Spring Valley Academy and
she loved every one of her students. She also loved Jesus and
relied on her faith to guide her
through life. She was a member
of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Kettering, Ohio. Her
smile and infectious personality
lit up a room and brightened the
lives of all those who she came
in contact with. She was known
for her wonderful and playful
sense of humor, telling jokes and
making people laugh.
The holidays, especially
Christmas, were a happy and
joyous time for Kimberly. She
and Scarlett would spend time
singing songs, baking bread,
doing crafts and watching Christmas movies on The Hallmark
Channel. She was an avid reader,
enjoyed “bargain” shopping and
Bill’s Donuts.
Along with her loving husband, Cameron, and daughter,
Scarlett, Kimberly is survived by
her parents, Roger and Terri (Philo) Geach of Centerville, Ohio;
sister Holly Jean (David) Spindler
of Centerville, Ohio; parents-inlaw, Stewart T. and Pamela Lee
Orr of Bowling Green, Ohio; and
sisters-in-law, Heather (Chad)
Whyte of Columbus, Ohio, and
Sheena Orr of Columbus, Ohio.

Robert J. Kloosterhuis (BA ’54,
MA ’65), 87, Adventist leader and
Andrews alumnus who served as
chair of the Andrews University
Board for a number of years,
died on Nov. 3, 2019.
Robert was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, in 1932. Ordained
in 1966, he served the Seventh-

day Adventist Church in a variety
of roles: president of the FrancoHaitian Seminary; secretary/
treasurer of the Franco-Haitian
Union; pastor in the Illinois
Conference; departmental director for the Illinois Conference;
president of the Franco-Haitian
Union, and finally president of
the Africa-Indian Ocean Division
from 1980–85.
He also served as a general
vice president for the General
Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists from 1985–2000.
Kloosterhuis is survived by his
wife, Ruth (DIP2YR), and sons,
David (BS ’79) and Robert
(BET ’81).
Della “Delbe” Beatrice Byers
(MA ’97) died Nov. 1, 2019.
Born Sept. 22, 1936, in Brunswick, Georgia, she was one of
five children of Lowell Herbert
and Willie Kate (Jones) Byers.
She was introduced to H.
George Denda (BA ’61) by a close
friend, Jacque Kunau, at Indiana
Academy in Cicero, Indiana.
They were wed at the Academy
chapel on July 15, 1956. Within
two months of their marriage,
Delbe and George moved to
Berrien Springs to allow Delbe to
pursue her BSN (RN) at Emmanuel Missionary College, and they
remained in Berrien Springs after
her graduation. Their son Christopher Todd was born in 1967.
Delbe loved working as a
nurse and also as a community
counselor after she obtained her
master’s degree in community
counseling later in life. Delbe
loved her family and family gatherings, and she hosted as many
as she could each year.
She is survived by her husband, George, son and daughterin-law, granddaughter, brothers,
sisters, nieces and nephews.
Charles Peter Rasmussen (former staff) died Sept. 23, 2019, in
Berrien Springs, Michigan.
He was born May 19, 1932,
in Rawlins, Wyoming. Charles
was drafted into the Army in
1953 during the Korean conflict.
Although Charles was willing
to serve overseas, his assignment was to drive ambulance
stateside. He was honorably
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discharged in 1954. He graduated
from Campion Academy in Loveland, Colorado, and then took
some college classes at the University of Wyoming and at Union
College in Lincoln, Nebraska.
Charles moved to Michigan to
be near his mother in the 1950s
and 60s. He lived in Ypsilanti and
bought a big truck to haul mobile

homes for Morgan Drive-Away.
He came to Berrien Springs in the
mid-1960s and was hired at University Printers, where he worked
as a pressman for 22 years.
Charles also took flying lessons
and became a private pilot.
In 1966 he met Alice Call (BS
’71), who worked at the printers
when she came to Andrews
to study nursing. They were
married on April 16, 1972, in the
Petoskey, Michigan, Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Several
months after settling in Berrien
Springs, Alice took a job teaching part-time at Lake Michigan
College (LMC) in Benton Harbor,
Michigan. The job became
full-time after a year and a half.
She retired from LMC in 2003 as
director of nursing.
Although they did not have
children, Charles and Alice lived
a full life of travel, time with
friends, and active involvement
in the life of Pioneer Memorial
Church. Charles was an avid
photographer, a singer and lover
of music, a collector of clocks
and a garage sale junkie. He was
known perhaps worldwide for
his chocolate chip cookies and
was an accomplished cook.
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After 22 years at University
Printers, the business closed,
which left Charles without
a job. He tried his hand at a
truss-building factory, but his
allergy to wood dust cut that
opportunity short. Then Richard
Rideout asked him if he would
like to be the printer at Your
Story Hour (YSH). The Board
accepted him, and this ministry
became his passion for the rest
of his life. He promoted YSH everywhere he went. He retired at
age 65 from YSH but continued
to work there part-time until his
stroke in 2018 at the age of 86.
He was known by many as
Charles, Charlie, Chuck and even
“Charlie Brown.” But he will always be known as a kind-hearted
friend who will be deeply missed
by all who knew him.
Charles was preceded in death
by both of his parents, his sister
at age 55 of breast cancer, and
his brother at 92. He is survived
by Alice, his wife of 47 years, and
several nieces and nephews.
Dayton Chong (MA ’71, MA ’74,
EdD ’81) died Aug. 19, 2019, in
Fresno, California.
Dayton was born on June 26,
1947, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Though he was born prematurely
with a small body, God put in it a
“big” heart and a wonderful plan
for his life. As he grew up, he enjoyed memorizing scripture and
mimicking his father in “preaching” to his family. At the age of 7,
he received a call from God. He
preached his first sermon and
conducted his first evangelistic
series at the ages of 11 and 13,
respectively.
In 1967, he left for the U.S. to
further his education, receiving his bachelor’s degree from

Atlantic Union College and his
master’s and doctoral degrees
from Andrews University.
Dayton always counted it
a great privilege to begin his
ministry in Malaysia, where he
was born and where he married
Penna, one of his converts in
1973. Penna died from stomach
cancer in 1981.
Two years later, Yvette Siu and
Dayton were married. Dayton
had a compassionate, tender and
loving character and was a very
sentimental husband.
Dayton and Yvette made a
very good team for ministry.
After their marriage, they served
in the Michigan Conference,
where Dayton was the personal
evangelism director, and in the
Central California Conference in
such capacities as director for
the Greater Bay Area Health Ministries in San Francisco, director
for Asian/Pacific Ministries and
senior pastor of the Los Altos
and Fresno Asian churches.
Dayton’s health began failing
in 2003, causing him to retire
early. He continued to witness
for Christ while having dialysis
treatments. His unfailing love for
Christ amidst pain and suffering
reflected Job’s experience.
He was a man of prayer who
used to pray for everyone he
met wherever he was. He would
make friendly remarks first and
then offer a prayer of blessing
for the stranger’s family. No one
refused that kind of prayer.
Dayton also played the piano
and spoke over nine languages.
Mary Ellen Hall (former staff)
died from ovarian cancer on July
24, 2019.
Mary was born Sept. 14, 1929,
in Chicago, the daughter of Frank
and Gertrude (Bransky) Quedens.
In addition to caring for her
family, Mary worked at Andrews
University for more than 30 years,
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beginning in 1969 as the office
manager for the Department
of Music before becoming the
administrative assistant to the
dean of the School of Business
Administration.
Mary enjoyed her garden
and living in the country. She
volunteered at Neighbor To
Neighbor putting together
layettes for distribution to area
moms. She traveled often to visit
her children scattered across the
country. She was a committed,
passionate Christian.
She was preceded in death
by her husband, Charles J. Hall
(BA ’52).
Survivors include two sons:
Stephen (BMus ’73, MMus
’80) (Gail) and Thomas (att.)
(Sue); two daughters: Deborah
Hall (BSMT ’82) and Linda
(att.) (Loren) Taber; eight
grandchildren; and four greatgrandchildren.
Mylas (Bobby) Walter Martin Jr.
(BA ’53) died Aug. 21, 2018.
He was the firstborn son of
Mylas Walter Martin and Louise
Helen Greener of Bessemer,
Alabama.
In 1936, his parents moved to
Cleveland, Ohio, where Mylas
attended elementary school and
fell in love with books. He graduated from Pine Forge Academy
in Pennsylvania as the valedictorian of his 1948 class. He briefly
attended Oakwood College (now
Oakwood University) in Huntsville, Alabama, transferred to
Adelbert College at Case Reserve
Western University in Cleveland,
Ohio, then to Andrews University, where he earned a BA with
majors in English and history.
In 1954, Mylas earned an MA
with a fellowship in 19th century
American history from Rackham
School of Graduate Studies at
the University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, Michigan.

In the fall of 1954, Mylas
became an instructor of English
and speech, then dean of men
at Oakwood College in 1955. He
embarked on a never-ending
journey to show that if you
develop “real” faith in the God
of the Universe and demand
excellence in whatever you do,
you can rise above, handle and
level the playing field of injustice
and ignorance that comes your
way, and soar to the “top” to gain
your “freedom.”
Mylas spent years as a general
assignment reporter and feature
writer for Scripps-Howard
Newspapers in the Midwest and
for the New York Herald Tribune.
He also worked as a radio and
television announcer and briefly
was a Shakespearian actor.
In 1966, Mylas entered business and industry, working for
IBM. In 1981, he started his own
business with numerous Fortune
500 company executives as clients, coaching top executives in
speaking and business presentation.
Mylas never abandoned his
righteous anger about injustice,
inequality and lack of voice
for those not in a position to
respond. In the 1960s Mylas
prepared issues for upcoming
General Conference sessions and
joined Frank Hale and Jesse Jackson to organize Civil Rights Movement protests in Los Angeles,
California. He worked tirelessly
investigating issues and preparing legal briefs in support of
regional conferences, Pine Forge
Academy, the Columbia Union
and the North American Division
of Seventh-day Adventists.
Mylas, like Paul, fought a good
fight, kept the faith and now
awaits his reward. He is survived
by one brother, Larry Leon
Martin of Peekskill, New York;
seven nephews, three nieces and
one cousin.
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Harold Harvey Lang (professor emeritus),
87, passed away peacefully on Sept. 6,
2019, in Portland, Oregon, at the home of
his daughter, Sharon Lang Howard.
Harold was born in Harvey, North Dakota, on Jan. 4, 1932, to Gottlieb and Emma
(Specht) Lang. Harold spent his early years
growing up on the campus of Sheyenne
River Academy where both his parents
were teachers. In 1943 the family moved to
Caldwell, Idaho, where Harold completed elementary school and attended his
freshman year of high school at Gem State
Academy. In 1947, the family moved to
Medford, Oregon, where Harold graduated
from Rogue River Academy.
Harold attended Walla Walla College in
Walla Walla, Washington, graduating with
a Bachelor of Arts in physics and, a year
later, a Bachelor of Science of Engineering
in mechanical engineering. Harold started
his career as a research engineer with the
Rocketdyne Division of North American
Aviation Inc. in Chatsworth, California,
testing rocket engines, developing technology that would later be used by the space
shuttle program. This career was interrupted by a stint in the U.S. Army from 1956–58
where he served as a physical science
assistant in the Radioisotope Laboratory
at Brooke Army Hospital in San Antonio,
Texas. Harold resumed his engineering
career at the Bettis Atomic Power Laboratory operated by Westinghouse Electric Company in West Mifflin, Pennsylvania, where
he worked on the second core for the first
full-scale commercial nuclear power plant,
the Shippingport Atomic Power Station.

In 1963 Harold joined the faculty of
Andrews University in Berrien Springs,
Michigan. Harold was initially the only
engineering teacher and had to dive into
teaching classes right away. The next year a
second engineering teacher was added.
Harold started taking summer classes
and he received an MSE in mechanical engineering from the University of Michigan
on August 18, 1967. In the summer of 1968
the family moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, for two years so that Harold could
complete his PhD classwork. The family
moved back to Berrien Springs and Harold
resumed his teaching while working on his
research in developing a computer model
of an automobile shock absorber.
On Aug. 21, 1977, Harold received a PhD
in mechanical engineering from the Horace
H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies at
the University of Michigan. His dissertation
was titled “A Study of the Characteristics
of Automotive Hydraulic Dampers at
High-Stroking Frequencies.”
Andrews University planned to develop
a 4-year engineering program by starting
out teaching the first two years of classes
and then having the students transfer
to the University of Michigan. Over time
Andrews intended to add the remaining
classes that would result in Andrews offering a Bachelor of Science in Engineering
on campus. However, Andrews would not
be able to implement the full engineering
program until about 2003.
In the meantime, Harold chaired the
Engineering and Engineering Technology
department, which continued to offer the
first two years of engineering courses,
along with 2- and 4-year engineering technology degrees.
Harold received his Professional Engineer’s license on Nov. 10, 1966. He then
joined the Michigan Society of Professional Engineers and became active in the
Blossomland Chapter. On May 19, 1990, he
was presented with the 1990 Engineer of
the Year Award for the state of Michigan in
recognition of his many varied contributions to the profession, the Blossomland
Chapter, Andrews University and his
inspirational leadership in encouraging
engineering careers among high school
students.
Harold served on numerous committees
at Andrews University. He chaired the
Undergraduate Council and was heavily
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involved in the Academic Policies and
Programs Review and Development committees, as well as sitting on the Strategic
Planning Committee. Most significantly,
twice Harold chaired the North Central
Accrediting Association (NCA) Self-Study
Steering Committee for Andrews University. He worked tirelessly to identify issues
to be addressed; to establish, direct and
coordinate the activities of numerous
subcommittees; and to gather subcommittee written reports and rewrite them into
coherent final reports. His final self-study
report in 1999 contributed to Andrews
University receiving the best accreditation
they could receive.
On Sept. 15, 1998, Andrews University
awarded Harold its highest honor, a J.N.
Andrews Medallion. The University’s vice
president for Academic Administration
said “without the contributions of Harold
Lang, a whole generation of our students
would not have had opportunity to pursue
engineering as an academic career. He has
been a valued teacher, respected colleague
and a loyal friend to this University.”
Harold taught at Andrews University for
36 years, retiring on June 30, 1999, with the
rank of full professor. He was then given
the rank of professor emeritus.
Harold was a long-time member of the
Pioneer Memorial Church. Early on he
became a deacon and over the years he
increased his level of responsibility culminating in serving as head deacon from
1990–2004.
In 2004, Harold and his wife, Violet,
moved to Portland, Oregon, to live near
their daughter. There he enjoyed hobbies
of home improvement, gardening and
family genealogy. He became active in
the local chapter of the Germans from
Russia Historical Society and served on
the board of directors. He also enjoyed his
grandchildren.
Harold is survived by son, Robert
(att.) (Debbie) of Boise, Idaho; daughter,
Sharon Howard (att.) of Portland, Oregon;
son, Jerry (CERT ’83, AS ’84) of Winter
Park, Florida; nine grandchildren; and 11
great-grandchildren. Harold was preceded
in death by his wife, Violet Stewart Lang.
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