SOW Safari
with Andrews
Academy—
An Adventure
with God
by Steven Atkins

While most families in
Berrien County woke up early
Christmas morning to open gifts
and celebrate Christmas, 63
Andrews Academy students and
sponsors woke up very early to
begin an “Adventure with God,”
AA’s SOW Safari mission trip to
Cuba. Some of the young people
going on the trip had never been
out of the country, and for some
it was the first time to be on an
airplane.
SOW Safari, Andrews Academy’s biennial two-week mission
trip, has been an important part
of Andrews Academy’s mission
since 1986. The name, SOW Safari, speaks to the reason for these
trips: Service through construc-
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tion of a church or school building, Outreach through Vacation
Bible School, and Witness
through evangelistic efforts. To
date, several hundred people
have been baptized through the
evangelistic component of these
trips, including some of the
students themselves!
The SOW Safari group worked
at three different sites. One site
was the conference office in
the city center where they were
building a kitchen and cafeteria
facility. Another group helped
build some buildings at Cuba’s
first SDA youth camp where land
was recently acquired. The third
group built a home church building at one of the church member’s

homes. Academy students
helped build the two-story
structure which will be a
place of worship for this
growing congregation.
Students worked incredibly hard, and SOW sponsors
were so proud of them because they did it with a smile
on their face and a hungry
spirit to serve. They discovered so much in a short period of time! Within two days
of working at the conference
office site, they dug the
ground, prepared the rebar
reinforcements, and poured
the concrete for the footings.
Students were encouraged
to place their names in the
setting concrete.

The young people both put
on an evangelistic series for the
adults and conducted VBS for
the children. As some students
summoned up the courage to
tell Bible stories for the first time
for groups of children, others
preached their first-ever sermon.
Vacation Bible School programs
included singing, Bible stories,
crafts and playing games with
the children. The supplies for the
VBS program were created by the
students during fall semester and
were left with the children there
so they can continue to participate in the VBS experience.
The people were incredibly
warm and hospitable, and
the SOW participants had an
amazing experience. God blessed

“Students worked
incredibly hard, and
SOW sponsors were so
proud of them because
they did it with a smile
on their face and a
hungry spirit to serve.”
Sixty-three Andrews Academy students
and sponsors spent two weeks on a mission trip to Cuba during Christmas break.

during this trip. We thank Him for
the life-changing experiences of
this trip not only on the children in
Cuba but also in the changed lives
of those who served.
Sophomore Brooke Scott fondly
recalls her time in Cuba:
“The people in Cuba were absolutely amazing. I made friendships
there that I will never forget. Going
to Cuba showed me how much I
take for granted. You realize how
hard they work to get stuff and
how they worship God and thank
Him for each and every thing that
comes their way. I was so blessed
to be able to go on this trip, and
I would go back in a heartbeat. If
you ever get the chance to go on
a mission trip, don’t think twice;
go where God is calling you. You
won’t regret it.”
Sebastian Wade, also a sophomore, shared:
“The most fascinating thing was
how the locals interacted with me
and others. I can say they were
more outgoing and excited than we
were. They had so much enthusi-
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asm even though they had so little.
I think personally my greatest time
over in Cuba was meeting and
spending time with them—I got to
practice my Spanish and all. I was
the host of the nightly VBS and it
did get me nervous at first, but day
by day we all got more comfortable
being up front. We had Bible stories and games/crafts for them. It
was a good experience and I hope
to go back to Cuba.”
Junior Logan Robbins said:
“My favorite part of the trip was
the relationships that I formed
while in Cuba. Not only with the
islanders but also with my own
classmates. Even though I didn’t
speak the same language as well as
the islanders, I was able to form a
bond with them anyways. With my
classmates, I was able to strengthen and form new relationships
with them.”
Ivonne Segui-Weiss, one of the
sponsors, also reflected on the trip.
“One thing that kept being repeated
from the kids at all the different sites
was how impressed and impacted
they were by seeing how passionate the Cuban people were about
church. Everything they do is with
so much passion. They sing with
passion, they preach with passion.
They are so friendly. They seem to be
truly happy. Our first Sabbath there,
just being part of the service brought
me to tears. It is so true; the Adventist people in Cuba are so passionate
about their faith. They sing with
their hearts, they listen to every word
that is preached from the Bible with
so much passion. I was thrilled to

see our students just taking it all
in. The Cubans may have little, but
they radiated love, compassion and
happiness. They were always looking
for ways to make sure we were okay.
As I sat there soaking it all in, many
times with tears rolling down my
face, I couldn’t help but think I was
once that passionate, too; could it
be that I might have been fortunate
to be able to leave that system and
come to a country where I would
be free to have, to be, but in the
process I forgot who the true Giver is,
who my Maker is, and who my true
Deliverer is?
“I pray that as we all return to our
daily lives, and our daily routines,
that the experience we had in Cuba
stays with each one of us. Not just
the experience of making connections with the people of Cuba and
being able to provide some materials and service to them but truly
seeing what a difference and what
passion having a focused relationship with Jesus can do in our lives.”
We are caught in between two
worlds. The world of our comfort
and a world filled with great need.
There are so many people who need
to hear of God or just receive a helping hand. I encourage you to follow
these young people’s example and
go! Take the adventure of a lifetime
with God and while you are doing it,
remember Jesus’ words in Matthew
25:40, “Inasmuch as you have done
it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me.”
Steven Atkins teaches biology and earth
science at Andrews Academy.

Care for Cuba leads to
full-time missionaries
In 2013, the Seminary made history as Fernando
Ortiz, MDiv program director, led the first Care for Cuba
study tour to Havana, Cuba, with 26 MDiv students and
their sponsors. Since the first tour, more than 1,300 new
believers have been baptized, hundreds of Cuban pastors
have been equipped to do more effective ministry, and
more than 150 MDiv students
have caught the flame of
evangelism that burns in
Cuba, empowering them to
do more effective evangelism
in their home territories!
In 2017, for the first time in
60 years, full-time missionaries were sent to this
Communist country. To the
amazement of all involved,
Care for Cuba’s proposal to
send long-term missionaries
to Cuba was approved by
local, state and national
Communist leaders. Christian Guana-Jarrin and Joseph
Capeles were chosen to be
the first Adventist long-term missionaries to Cuba since
the 1950s. During the third week of September 2017, they
arrived in Santiago de Cuba—the second-largest city in the
country—to engage in creative evangelism utilizing sports,
English classes and interest-based small groups, among
other, more traditional methods, such as evangelism meetings and Bible studies.
For Ortiz, who has pioneered North American Adventist
ministry to Cuba since he led the first mission trip in 1998,
sending these two long-term missionaries was the fulfillment of a decades-long dream.
In 2018 a new missionary, MDiv student David Clark,
was sent to the city of Holguin to keep the flame burning
for another year. He is there now doing creative evangelism
and reaching that community for Christ.
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