Expanding
Seventh-day
Adventist
Education
in Perú

In the fall of 2018,
the School of Architecture & Interior Design prepared plans for
the expansion of Seventh-day Adventist education in and around
Juliaca, Perú. Working with
administrators and students of
the growing Colegio Adventista
Túpac Amaru (CATA), 16 graduate architecture students traveled
to the Puno region to collaborate
on designs for four sites: a new
educational campus for up to
5,000 students, an urban health
ministry center, a rural agricul-

tural learning center, and a new
spiritual retreat center overlooking majestic Lake Titicaca.
The history of this region
provides a powerful testimony
for what God can do to fulfill the
mission of preaching the gospel
through Adventist education.
Besides working on the design
and planning project, the students were able to visit historic
towns such as Plateria, where
early Adventist missionaries were
the first in the nation to educate
indigenous people in the face of

oppression by the ruling oligarchy. Their persecution eventually
inspired a constitutional amendment to protect religious liberty
for all, and today Perú recognizes
the contributions of Seventh-day
Adventist education with annual
parades and festivities. The Andrews University team was honored to march in the 2018 parade
in Puno, together with 15,000
Adventist students, teachers
and parents. They carried flags
representing their 12 countries
of origin. To see how proud and

by Andrew von Maur
Visit andrews.edu/focus to view an expanded
version of this article with additional images.

Andrews University team and CATA leaders
at floating Adventist barge church in Uros
Facing page top: Andrews University
students Rafael Gonzalez (center), Gerald
Wasmer, Harrison Moxey, Corey Shaw
and Jeanelle Robinson meet with CATA
board members about the design
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confident local Seventh-day Adventists are in their faith, unity and
mission was inspiring.
As CATA is following in the footsteps of these Adventist pioneers, our
graduate architecture students contributed by preparing comprehensive
schematic plans for needed facilities.
While visiting Juliaca, our students
conducted a design workshop with
CATA students, worked with the
CATA board of trustees, documented sites, studied local projects, and
preached in five Sabbath services at
Villa Hermosa Adventist church, including one service in Quechua and
one in Aymara—the two local indigenous languages. Led by Professors
Andrew von Maur, Christopher Perry
and Troy Homenchuk, the Andrews
University team was supported in
Perú by Andrews alumni who are
now practicing in the field: Jeff Gallardo, Carlos Monsalve, Cesar Rojas,
Caleb Soto and Alexia Derma. The
project’s final plans and report were
recently completed.
Andrew von Maur is a professor of
architecture in the School of Architecture
& Interior Design. He has taught at
Andrews University since 2003.

Mission & Service

Architects are often perceived as snobbish designers who
suffer from a god complex. This might be the case for some
architects in the world. Architects have the privilege to design
and create buildings and structures on empty land, creating
something where there is nothing. Then the questions rise. How
does a Seventh-day Adventist practice architecture? How does a
Seventh-day Adventist university teach architecture? How do we
serve our God through architecture rather than trying to be him?
These were all questions I had throughout my education.
These were all answered by the amazing experience we had in
Perú. Our job as a class was to design four properties for the
CATA school in Juliaca, Perú. I was one of the seven students
designing the biggest of the four properties. This piece of land
was purchased to become the new campus for this Adventist
school. When we visited Juliaca, the school board told us that
this new campus would be a physical manifestation of what we
believe Adventist education is as a church, based on the Bible
and through the Spirit of Prophecy.
This campus will become a model for future Adventist schools
in South America. At the same time, this new campus would celebrate and elevate the culture of the indigenous people who have
been suppressed and discriminated against throughout history.
Lastly, this campus would be a model for the city of Juliaca on
how to manage its own sewage and stormwater and improve
their current approach to city planning and design.
As you might have noticed, this was more than an architecture
project. This project was a fusion of evangelism, missionary work,
community service, urban design and architecture. This project
was above my human abilities and talents. Ultimately, this wasn’t
a project for a human client.
Although the board of CATA asked us to design this new campus for them, the real client was God. He entrusted us as a class,
like Bezalel in the book of Exodus, to complete this task that will
evangelize thousands of students every year until the day he
returns. Therefore, this project was different than any other for
me. Every line I drew or erased, every sketch I made, every client
meeting, and every presentation was for a greater purpose than
an academic grade. This project taught me how to serve God
through architecture rather than attempting to be him.

Rafael Gonzalez

It has always been a dream of mine to participate in some
form of mission work across the world. I would often hear
stories about other Andrews students who took time away from
their studies to travel and serve in foreign places. This project
not only granted me that opportunity, but it redefined for me
what true mission work is all about.
The CATA board presented us with a total of four sites, one
of which included the location of the new campus. The campus was expected to include kindergarten through secondary
school, a technical school, dormitory, medical clinic, etc. To our
advantage, similar conditions exist at Andrews University, so our
graduate class was able to contribute our three-plus years of
experience at the university.
Visiting Juliaca has been one of my best travel experiences to
date. Despite high altitude conditions, our Adventist brethren
were very warm and cheerful and their positive energy motivated me throughout the entire semester. During the trip we
presented our work to board members and neighboring people
of the CATA community. This not only allowed them to critique
the initial proposal but also enabled us to interact directly
with the students, working toward solutions efficiently. The
workshop we held with the secondary students was invaluable.
Having the kids work directly with us really got them thinking
and communicating what they envisioned for their new campus.
Despite the language barrier for many of us, we learned more
using our hands that day than words could ever describe. The
hands-on interaction also demonstrated to the students simple
ways to problem solve and how to think of the use for spaces
within their communities.
The proposed school site presented unique challenges, such
as the lack of a proper sewage and storm water system that
extends throughout the city of Juliaca. Solving some of these
challenges would allow the campus to serve as a template for
nearby communities, improving the quality of life for others. Our
Adventist family in Perú plans to capitalize on the solutions we
have provided so they can continue to share the love of God in
every aspect of their work. The initiative taken by the people of
CATA demonstrated to me what it means to do true mission work.
I pray the Lord continues to use us all to serve in any way we can.

Harrison Moxey

Andrews University

ANNUAL REPORT

25

