Faculty & Staff Awards Event

A multi-sensory experience of
Michigan Wonders greeted those
who attended the annual Faculty
& Staff Awards Celebration held
March 4, 2018, in the Howard
Performing Arts Center. As
guests entered the building,
they were greeted by an antique
automobile, paying tribute to the
world-renowned auto industry
headquartered in Detroit. A buffet
of made-in-Michigan food was
served in a Michigan woodland,
complete with woodland
animals among the trees and
flying overhead. Four local
photographers also displayed a
mini gallery of photographs of
Michigan Wonders.
The program began with a warm welcome and blessing by President Andrea
Luxton. The host for the event was
Duane Covrig, chair of the Department
of Leadership in the School of Education. Duane portrayed Michigan-born
former president Gerald Ford, a Michigan woodsman, and Edson White, son
of Ellen & James White, at intervals
during the evening. He also shared
details about the historical, cultural
and natural wonders of Michigan
against a stage backdrop portraying the
four seasons. Throughout the evening,
the audience enjoyed various prizes of
made-in-Michigan items and participated in electronic polls that tested
their knowledge of the state.
At the conclusion of the night, Artur
Stele, board chair and General Conference vice president, expressed his
appreciation for the people of Andrews
and the beauties of Michigan, closing
the evening with a prayer of blessing.
The real Michigan Wonders are
the faculty and staff who were
honored for their years of service
to Andrews University as well as
for excellence in service, teaching, faith development, research
and creative scholarship. Here is a

glimpse into these amazing people:
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Image taken from vintage postcard

Duane Covrig, aka "a Michigan
woodsman," entertained the
audience and led them in interactive
segments during the evening

25

YEARS
OF
SERVICE

Throughout his years at Andrews Academy, Steve Atkins, earth science and
biology teacher, has helped hundreds
of students reach their Christ-centered
educational goals in the classroom, as
well as assisting with senior portfolios
and extracurricular activities. A colleague
stated “He represents what makes Adventist education successful.”

environment where her students can grow
and shine. She plans meticulously and
implements creative activities to involve
both students and their parents. RMES
also molded a significant part of her life
and career—Denise was among the first
group of students to attend the school at its
present location. She was a key contributor
and teacher trainer of the new Kindergarten curriculum for the North American
Division of Seventh-day Adventists.

Bruce Bauer, director of the doctor of missiology program in the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary, is best known for
three things: a mentor, who has been dissertation advisor for more than 150 students; a
scholar, authoring countless articles, almost
a dozen books, and serving as editor of the
Journal of Adventist Mission Studies; and
missionary at heart, spending 23 years as an
overseas missionary.

Dan Drazen has served as the editor of the
Seventh-day Adventist Periodical Index or
SDAPI since 1992. He continues to spend
half of his time indexing the SDAPI and the
other half implementing the Digital Commons @ Andrews. In this work, Dan enters
index citations for up to 20,000 articles each
year, by skimming each article, entering
basic bibliographical information, and creating one or more subjective subject headings for each article citation. He has almost
single-handedly produced an invaluable
resource used worldwide by Seventh-day
Adventist students and scholars.

As kindergarten teacher at Ruth Murdoch Elementary School (RMES), Denise
Curnutt is passionate about her job and
committed to maintaining a Christ-centered, engaging and nurturing learning

Dennis Gryzbowski is motor pool foreman
at the Office of Transportation, responsible for maintaining the University’s fleet
of 75 vehicles and an array of trailers and
anything else with an engine on it. Dennis

takes vehicle safety very seriously and
actively engages in training to keep current
with the ever more complex systems in today’s automotive technology. Dennis enjoys
snow plowing and taking his turn driving
buses on tours and airport trips. He has
trained and mentored many students, and
encourages them to study, while holding
them to doing assigned tasks well.
Max Jardine, HVAC foreman and master
electrician at the Office of Plant Services, is
a steady, ethical, hardworking and talented
individual who communicates with wisdom and experience. Max is always willing
to help with anything that arises at work
or off campus. He is a great mentor and
reflects Christ’s character to all he comes in
contact with.
In the Departments of English and Communication, Beverly Matiko is appreciated for
the creative and carefully planned classroom experiences she offers her students,
for her ear for graceful writing and the
spoken word, and for the nurturing care
she extends to her students and colleagues
beyond the classroom and workplace. She
is also one of the English department’s premier writers and editors. Beverly has been
a member of the Honors faculty for her entire tenure at Andrews; she has mentored
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25 YEARS OF SERVICE, FRONT ROW, L–R: Daniel Drazen, Beverly Matiko,
Denise Curnutt, Dennis Grzybowski. BACK ROW, L–R: Steve Atkins, Max Jardine
Not pictured: Bruce Bauer, Mencia Shelley

to successful completion 15 senior honors
projects. Her teaching awards include
CAS Humanities Undergraduate Research
Mentor of 2016–2017, Honors Teacher of the
Year, and the University-wide Award for
Excellence in Teaching.
Each and every day of her years working with the Office of Student Financial
Services, Mencia Shelley analyzed and
awarded federal, state and institutional funds to students. Though her work
at the computer was tedious, she never
complained, always displaying a cheerful
demeanor. Her work ethic was stellar, very
thorough and consistent. Mencia, who
recently retired, always came to work with
a smile, a joke and often with words of
encouragement from Scripture.

30

YEARS
OF
SERVICE

Elynda Bedney, assistant vice president for
Student Financial Services, also serves as
one of the University ombudspersons. She
has the trust and respect of students and
colleagues alike and is an excellent mentor
to her staff. As part of her excellent work she
is a believer that there is always a good reason to have a party—birthdays, working late
during registration, a holiday or whatever.
She also takes time to honor almost any
request that is made for which more time is
required and always does it well.
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30 YEARS OF SERVICE, FRONT ROW, L–R: Mildred McGrath, Kathy
Demsky, Elynda Bedney. BACK ROW, L–R: Herb Helm Jr., Bernard Helms,
James Hayward Not pictured: Jo Ann Davidson, Dorothy Show

Jo Ann Davidson is the second-longest
serving professor and the first woman to
teach in the Department of Theology &
Christian Philosophy, with expertise in
the area of systematic theology, especially
narrative theology. Jo Ann has become a
well-known speaker and presenter who
travels widely, attending professional and
church-related events. In the classroom,
in the office and in her travels, listeners
appreciate her approach, expertise and
contagious love for Jesus.
Kathleen Demsky is the director of the Architecture Resource Center (ARC), a branch
of the James White Library. In addition to
making the ARC a repository of worldwide
renown for environmental design books,
it is the living room of the school, where
students can relax, study and worship
together. The Friday night vespers Kathy
started is now a regular part of architecture
school life. Her passion for the study of the
faith and history of the Waldensian people
has made her an authority on the subject.
Every year she leads a group of students and
friends of the school on a life-changing tour
of the mountains and valleys in Italy.
James Hayward, emeritus professor of
biology, is characterized by his colleagues
as pursuing excellence in his teaching and
science while pointing his students to the
rich contributions of others. He models
excellence as a scholar with genuine Christian humility and courtesy. Jim has been
a notably effective personal and research
mentor for nearly 40 undergraduates and

over 20 MS students, often including students all the way to publication. About half
of Jim’s 50+ publications have included
students as co-authors; and a number of
these students have gone for advanced
studies and careers in biology, thanks to
his influence.
Herbert Helm has been committed to
teaching and research excellence among
his students and fellow faculty peers
throughout his 30 years. He has published
in over 29 peer-reviewed journals, contributed to several book chapters, presented
at numerous professional conferences,
mentored numerous student poster
presentations, and co-authored several
undergraduate students to publication in
peer-reviewed journals. In addition, he’s
known as a canoer, wind surfer and gelato
connoisseur, as well as an excellent study
tour guide for Peru and Tanzania.
Dan Agnetta, director of Human Resources, welcomed
faculty and staff to the celebration
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35 YEARS OF SERVICE, L–R: Keith Mattingly, Meredith Jones Gray, Carlene
Johnson, Michael Harrington Not pictured: Daniel Cress, Barry Wilson

Bernard Helms is responsible for ordering
materials for the James White Library and
in 2006 he also became the periodicals
librarian. As format options have evolved
from paper, microforms and media to electronic books, periodicals and streaming
video, the complexity of his position has
greatly increased with models for acquiring
materials changing constantly. Bernard
utilizes sophisticated library programs to
track both access and statistics for print
and electronic resources. Over the years,
Bernard has worked to build the Center for
Adventist Research into the world’s premier collection of Adventist resources.
Mildred McGrath has worked within
the patron services area of the James
White Library for the past 18 years. She
is admired for her judgment, consistency
and loyalty. She manages the circulation
desk and the MeLCat book delivery system,
which provides students and faculty with
access to five million books across the state
of Michigan. Presently, she also oversees
preservation services. Mildred has the
unenviable task of managing client complaints and mediating overdue fines, which
she does with fairness and wisdom. Prior
to her work at the library, she worked for
Adventist Information Ministry.
Dorothy Show served as administrative
assistant, first for the Department of Old
Testament at the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary and then for the
last five years as the executive administrative assistant to the Seminary dean. She

40 YEARS OF SERVICE, L–R: Gregory Offenback, Daniel Bidwell

is greatly appreciated and admired for
the depth of knowledge she brings to the
dean’s office. Her expertise in the various
facets of Seminary life is legendary. When
Dorothy is given a job, it will be done
thoroughly, completely, accurately and
on time. Her work ethic and philosophy
are service-oriented and she unfailingly
manifests an attitude of unselfish service
and passion for mission.

35

YEARS
OF
SERVICE

Daniel Cress directs the Servers and
Networks group at the Office of Information Technology Services and leads out in
researching new technologies for use at the
University. As part of this responsibility,
he often is involved in reviewing plans
for new construction to ensure that the
needed IT infrastructure is included. He
takes great care in planning for sufficient
server, storage and networking resources
for the University. Meticulous attention to
detail, broad picture thinking and constant
drive to bring excellent service through IT
systems are themes that characterize his
work at Andrews University.
Michael Harrington began his career at the
old College Wood Products and then on to
Campus Safety in the mid-1980s. After two
years, he moved to the Dairy to be the fulltime cow feeder. The milking herd in those

days numbered around 250 animals. The
herd has grown considerably since then,
up to 750 milking cows, and so have Mike’s
responsibilities. Increased milk production
required an increase in the complexity and
preciseness of the cows’ rations. Mike has
taken on all these changes with a smile,
optimism and can-do attitude.
Carlene Johnson came to Andrews
University in June of 1981 as an executive
secretary for the provost. She retired from
that same position in September 2001. In
retirement she took temporary employment in various departments cheerfully
filling the gaps when needed. In January
2014 Carlene accepted a part-time position
as administrative assistant for agriculture.
Carlene is well loved and cherished by
those who work with her. Her experience
and wisdom—as well as her warm smile
and helpful attitude—are invaluable.
Attendees at the 2018 annual Faculty & Staff Awards
Event enjoying the evening.

L–R: Gunnar Lovhoiden, DANIEL A. AUGSBURGER EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD  Charles Reid, SIEGFRIED H. HORN AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
IN RESEARCH & CREATIVE SCHOLARSHIP Not pictured: Stanley Patterson  Harold Schmidt, FAITH DEVELOPMENT LEADERSHIP AWARD

As chair of the Department of English, Meredith Jones Gray is a highly regarded team
player and effective leader, who “loves
learning and loves learners.” Colleagues
describe her as “tireless” and her “ability
to inspire in the classroom…amazing.” A
Medievalist by training, she speaks fluent
French, passable German, a little Latin, and
a bit of middle Welsh. Merrie’s eclectic interests and expertise, her unassuming and
gracious manner, and her wisdom in all
things have marked her time at Andrews—
an institution she knows quite well, given
her authorship of the official history of the
University, “As We Set Forth.”
Keith Mattingly, dean of the College of
Arts & Sciences, is appreciated for his
blend of collegiality—a warm and friendly
colleague—who also has a laser sharp focus
on what is strategically best for the college.
He loves a robust and vigorous conversation and believes there is no argument that
could not be made better through banter
and dialogue. Colleagues deeply respect his
faithfulness to God, his willingness to tackle
difficult tasks, his financial management
skills, and his diligence, even when health
concerns could have sidelined him. He has
consistently sought to honor God in his life
and in his work.
Barry Wilson, recently retired master
electrician at the Office of Plant Services,
enjoys being ready to respond to any emergency that arises. If he doesn’t really know
how to fix it, he is blessed with the ability
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to figure it out. His fingerprints are seen
throughout the University, from working
with the Andrews University construction
company which built several buildings
on campus to maintaining, repairing and
remodeling again and again. His belief in
God’s promises and his longing to live in a
God-centered existence was seen from his
coworkers at Plant Services.

40

YEARS
OF
SERVICE

For 19 years, Daniel Bidwell served as a
computer science professor, who explained
deep and complex systems in ways that the
uninitiated could understand. A profound
and deep thinker—skills that bode well
with his line of work—Dan’s impact on
students is immeasurable. Twenty-one
years ago, Dan transitioned to the Office
of Information Technology Services. His
insightful explanation of complex systems
contributes to the overall development
of his colleagues. They concur that Dan’s
most significant contribution to Andrews is
“his dedication and countless hours maintaining and securing our network systems,
protecting us from untold security threats.”
Gregory Offenback is heavy equipment
operator at the Department of Transportation, deftly operating machinery to uncov-

er buried utilities and other treasures on
campus. From wielding a shovel to filling
potholes, repairing road signs, maintaining and repairing heavy equipment, Greg
is a hard worker and has been a Christian
mentor to many student workers through
the years. He has safely driven University
buses on tours for thousands of miles and
his faithful service includes plowing snow
for the campus on many early snowy mornings during the winter.

DANIEL A. AUGSBURGER
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD
Gunnar Lovhoiden, professor of engineering, teaches not just from theory but
from years of engineering experience. He
challenges students to think independently
and brings out their best performance,
always ready to provide extra assistance.
His classroom is a place of laughter as well
as learning.

SIEGFRIED H. HORN AWARDS FOR
EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH &
CREATIVE SCHOLARSHIP
Arts, Humanities & Education: Charles
Reid, director of vocal studies and artist-in-residence in the Department of Music,
is recognized as one of this generation’s
leading lyric tenors. He has sung on many
of the most famous international stages,
including nine seasons with New York’s
Metropolitan Opera. His most recent
performances include an engagement with
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the National Opera Bastille, Paris and a CD
release on the prestigious classical music
label Naxos as well as debuts in Germany,
France, Spain, Italy and Mexico. In addition
to his outstanding performance career,
Charles Reid is an innovative professor who
keeps finding creative ways to grow the vocal area, currently one of the fastest-growing concentrations among music majors.
Religion & Theology: Stanley Patterson
joined the Department of Christian Ministry at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary in 2008, quickly establishing
himself as a much-beloved professor,
thorough researcher, prolific writer, and
capable department chair who practices
what he preaches, modeling servant leadership to students and colleagues alike. His
service to the Adventist church spans 41
years: he has served as a pastor, ministerial
director, vice president for pastoral ministry and evangelism, university professor,
and highly sought-after presenter at many
venues worldwide.

STAFF EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS, L–R: Allen Wellborn, Jennifer Albers, Benjamin Regoso

FAITH DEVELOPMENT
LEADERSHIP AWARD
Harold Schmidt is the maintenance supervisor for Lamson Hall and also manages
the woodshop at the School of Architecture
& Interior Design. He has a heart for God
and love for students, evidenced in his
mentorship of student employees and his
consistent selfless leadership in multiple mission trips each year. Harold has
used his vacation time to sponsor various
Andrews University mission trips; teaching
construction skills to students and helping
build schools, orphanages and hospitals in
third world countries.

STAFF EXCELLENCE IN
SERVICE AWARDS
Allen Wellborn, manager of the Office of
Custodial Services, is the employee everyone would like to have working for them.
Each department that Allen works in feels
privileged to have had him within their
area even for a short period of time. Allen
is willing to help in any capacity and will
go the extra mile to get things done. He is
trustworthy and dependable and displays
the character of Christ daily.

5 YEARS OF SERVICE
Front Row, L–R: Laura Malcolm, Stacy Gusky, Vanessa Corredera, Ellie Chuah, Christina Wilson, Margaret Howell,
Hebe Soares, Grace Chi, Shari Smoot
Back Row,L–R: Marianne Kordas, Regina Mack, Charles Reid, Emmanuel Rudatsikira, Kari Friestad, Dina Rodriguez,
A’Lisa Lashley, Jerry Chi, Darryl Penney
Not Pictured: Kristen Witzel, Lance Clark, Donald Keele, Janet Blackwood, Krista Cooper, Paul Kim, Peter Lyons,
Lester Merklin, Denise Smith, Candan Bowen, Rebecca Turk

Benjamin Regoso, PC support manager
in the Office of Information Technology
Services, has a passion for delivering
best-in-class service to students and employees, and does so with a soft-spoken,
gentle and caring demeanor. Ben views
Andrews as his mission field to reach
students for Christ. In broader arenas,
Ben is also described as “dedicated to
Adventist education” and that he “embodies the values that it represents in
our community.”

According to her boss, Jennifer Albers,
administrative assistant for the School of
Business Administration (SBA), is probably
the most important person on campus in
making sure the SBA operates well and
runs smoothly. Her proficiency positively
affects countless individuals, offices and
organizations both on- and off-campus.
Jenny interacts with teachers, students and
visitors with tact and diplomacy, treating
each one as if they are one of the most
important people in the world.
Winter 2018—21

10 YEARS OF SERVICE
Front Row, L–R: Carrie Chao, Gregory Almeter, Thomas
Shepherd, Jennifer Janssen-Rogers, Rachel Sauer, Licette
Church, Silas Marques, Mona Sarcona
Back Row, L–R: Teddy Weithers, Jamie Wright, Brandon
Lowry, Timothy Miller, Darius Jankiewicz, Carmelita Troy,
Darla Smothers-Morant
Not Pictured: Karen Benjamin, Audrey Castelbuono,
Ryan Clough, Judy Damayan Benjamin, Letebrhan
Gebremikiel, Rozenia Marinho, Jeff Powell, Lynette
Quinones, Alicia Symonds, Allan Walshe, Jina Yoon

15 YEARS OF SERVICE
Front Row, L–R: Karen Reiner, Ildiko Gyeresi,
Nevena Slavujevic
Back Row,L–R: Getahun Merga, Randy Siebold,
Boon-Chai Ng
Not Pictured: Jillian Panigot, Katie Freeman,
Shanna Leak, Dennis Hollingsead, Dawn Dulhunty,
Lee Olson, Harold Schmidt, Nancy Sheppler

20 YEARS OF SERVICE
Front Row, L–R: Rebecca Wright, Wanda (Poole) Ferguson, Shelley Erhard, Lynelle Weldon, Bill Colwell, Esther
Lonto, Alfredo Ruiz
Back Row,L–R: Constance Gane, Gorden Doss, James
Lim, Jim Nave, Carey Carscallen, Ivan Davis, Gunnar
Lovhoiden, Robert Steele, Deborah Everhart
Not Pictured: Elvin Gabriel, Marsha Beal

Visit andrews.edu and choose the “2018 Annual Faculty & Staff Awards” feature to access video links of individual tributes.
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