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Honored alumni 2009

The Andrews University Alumni Association Medallion is presented to honored alumni who have been nominated by fellow alumni and approved
by the Alumni Board of Directors to be recipients of this award. Honored alumni are selected on the basis of outstanding service to the university,
unusual achievement in a profession or occupation, and contributions to the community or church. Congratulations to this year’s recipients.

Sy Saliba

Sy Saliba is a native of Trinidad and
Tobago where he attended Queen’s
Royal College, completing his first year
of modern studies in the Cambridge
University external program. He
continued his studies at Caribbean Union
College and later Andrews University,
where he graduated in 1967 with a BA
in religion and in 1969 with an MA in
religion. He completed his Master of
Business Administration at Andrews in
1978 and earned a PhD at Northwestern
University in marketing management and
organizational behavior.
Sy joined the faculty of the Andrews
University School of Business
Administration in 1982. During his tenure
as dean, Chan Shun Hall was built and
graduate management programs were
established in Hong Kong, Mexico,
Singapore and Taiwan. During this time
a number of business school affiliations
were also established in universities and
colleges in Mexico, Trinidad, Zimbabwe,
Kenya and India.

In 1993, Sy became senior vice president
for academic administration at Florida
Hospital College of Health Sciences. As
academic vice president, he directed the
successful accrediting efforts for each
of the college’s professional programs.
Because of his relentless work, the entire
college program was fully accredited
by its regional accrediting body, the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools, in 1996. Due partially to this
monumental achievement, approximately
2,400 students are currently enrolled in
the college compared to the 242 students
enrolled in 1992.
Sy was invited to lead the Marketing and
Public Relations Department at Florida
Hospital in 1997. He currently serves as
senior vice president of marketing and
planning for the Florida Hospital System
and has also coauthored and published
several articles and texts on strategic
planning and marketing.

Ernesto Paul Sarno Medina Jr.

Born in Easton, Penn., Ernesto “Ernie”
Medina Jr. began his studies at Andrews
University in 1983. After spending a year
and a half as a student missionary in Japan
and Singapore, he graduated as a member
of the Andrews Scholars Honor Society
with a BS in health sciences in 1989. Ernie
then attended the Loma Linda University
School of Public Health where he received
a Master of Public Health and Doctor of
Public Health in 1993.
Following graduation, Ernie began
his career as a provider with Integrated
Lifestyle Management, Inc. He also worked
as an executive director for the American
Preventive Care Association until 1996.
Ernie began his current work in 1993 as
a preventive care specialist working for
Beaver Medical Group in Redlands, Calif.
Ernie is involved in several professional
associations. Since 1993, he has been
a member of the American College of
Sports Medicine and holds a Health
Fitness Specialist certification through
this organization. In 2007, he joined the

American Council on Exercise and the
American College of Lifestyle Medicine. A
year later, he joined the American Public
Health Association.
Currently, Ernie is an adjunct clinical
professor at Loma Linda University. In
his work with the Beaver Medical Group,
he helps patients of all ages overcome
lifestyle-related diseases such as obesity,
diabetes and cardiovascular disease
through exercise, nutrition, behavior
modification, stress management and
smoking cessation. He is also the cofounder and chief executive officer of
MedPlay Technologies, LLC, a company
focused on researching and developing
innovative ways to combine health and
wellness interventions with modern video
and digital game technology.
Ernie says, “Even after 20 years I find my
academic, social and spiritual experiences
at Andrews influencing all aspects of my
current life. It confirms in my thinking the
magnitude that a Christian education can
have on our post-AU years!”
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Kester J. Nedd
(BS ’79)

Kester J. Nedd was born in Grenada, West
Indies. He began his studies at Andrews
University in 1975 and graduated four
years later with a BS in biology. He then
attended the University of Health Sciences
at the College of Osteopathic Medicine in
Kansas City, Mo., and graduated in 1983
with a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine.
He immediately began an internship at
Botsford General Hospital in Detroit and
completed his residency in 1987 from
Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami, Fla.
Kester has been involved in clinical
research in the area of neurologic trauma
and neuropharmacology for many years.
He has received numerous awards and
distinctions for his work and serves
on several boards and think tanks that
address issues of health policy. He has also
been published in dozens of professional
journals, books and abstracts.
Health policy is another area of
interest for Kester. He has spent many
years working on models of delivering
healthcare in the most cost-effective and
efficient manner. For the past 20 years,
Kester has pioneered the development of

relationships between healthcare providers
in the Caribbean, Latin America and South
Florida. He also serves as the CEO of eHDL,
an information service company that
electronically links payers of healthcare
with providers in an information-sharing
healthcare community.
Currently, Kester serves as a boardcertified neurologist with subspecialty
training in neurological rehabilitation
and neurotrauma. He is the director
of neurological rehabilitation at the
University of Miami Miller School of
Medicine and Jackson Memorial Hospital.
Kester is also an associate professor
in the departments of neurology and
neurosurgery, serves as an associate
medical director for Jackson Memorial
International, and is head of the Caribbean
Neuroscience Initiative.
He is married to Lauldi and has two
daughters, Kesan and Kristen. His brother,
Khan, also an Andrews’ graduate, is
a practicing physician specializing in
internal medicine. Their oldest brother,
Kenneth, is a business partner and
manager of the business Kester has created.

Alumni gatherings
During the month of November, the Alumni Association hosted three
alumni gatherings, beginning in Bermuda, where local alums met at
the historical Botanical Gardens, a beautiful new setting for our event.
In Maryland, we tried another new location, Mrs. K’s Tollhouse,
where an estimated 110 alumni packed the room. Our trip ended with a
“first-time event” in New York, where an enthusiastic group of about 40
alumni joined us at Nick’s Pizza in downtown New York City.
We may be coming to your area next, so be sure and check out the
Calendar of Events in each issue!
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Tuesday, November 10, 2009
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