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Witnessing growth
Christine Carlson serves 33 years at Andrews
“I never thought I would be doing
what I’m doing now,” says Christine
Carlson of her job at the Office of Financial Records as the accounts payable
supervisor. “When I started working here,
I was an extremely shy person who could
hardly pick up a telephone.”

“If I get tired of doing one
thing I can always stop
and do something else. No
day is predictable. It's like
detective work...I've loved
every minute of it.”
During her 33 years at Andrews, Chris has
worked in a variety of areas around campus
including Dining Services, Keys & Supplies,
the University Post Office and, most recently, the Office of Financial Records.
As the accounts payable supervisor, her
responsibilities included ensuring that
all the University bills were paid on time,
communicating with companies, handling
reimbursements, filing records and attending to the needs and concerns of students.
“If I get tired of doing one thing, I can
always stop and do something else. No day
is predictable. It’s like detective work,” she

says. “I’ve loved every minute of it.”
Chris also worked extensively with training student workers at Financial Records.
During the training process she often relied
on her own experiences to help students
become more comfortable with necessary
office skills such as talking on the phone.
“I give students a step-by-step guide of
what to say. I can understand what they’re
going through because I’ve been through
that myself,” she says.
Throughout her time here at Andrews,
Chris has enjoyed developing meaningful
connections with students. She loves baking and often brought cookies to share with
the student workers. Even though she is
retiring, she hopes to continue doing this.
“I have appreciated so much my students and their relationship with God and
concern for others. Watching them grow,
from when they come and when they leave,
it’s been a real blessing,” she says. “I will
miss my students.”
In addition to her student worker community, Christine has also cherished the
support and friendship of her fellow staff
members. “Even when things have been
difficult, I’ve had support and camaraderie
from several people in many of the places
that I’ve worked. They all took care of me,”
she says.

Chris listed several Bible verses that
have been an encouragement throughout
her career. One of them is Philippians 1:6,
which says, “And I am certain that God,
who began the good work within you,
will continue his work until it is finally
finished on the day when Christ Jesus
returns” (NLT).
After retiring, Christine will stay in the
Berrien Springs area. She hopes to spend
more time with her grandchildren and do
mission work. Christine plans to use her
fabric and yarn to make lap robes, baby
blankets and baby outfits for places like
homeless shelters, hospitals and nursing
homes. She may even volunteer at a soup
kitchen. “As long as I can, that’s what I
want to be doing,” she says.

When God knows better
Marjorie Gadway retires after 41 years of service
In 1978, Marjorie Gadway
moved to the Berrien Springs
area with her husband and
children. She applied for a job
at Andrews University and was
told that the preferred job was
not available. Instead, she was
offered a position as a supervisor
for the Custodial department.
“I was kind of scared because
I didn’t know what to do,” she
explains. “I didn’t know how to
be a supervisor.”
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Marge was also nervous
because she is naturally a shy
person. She remembers praying,
“Lord, I don’t think I can do it, but
you know me better than I know
myself and if you think I can do
it, I’ll take it.” She says, “Evidently he knew me better than I did
because I got the job.”
Marge had not anticipated
that she and her family would
move from Massachusetts to the
Andrews area. She remembers

Marge Gadway with her husband Gordon at her farewell reception in
the Custodial Services building where she worked for four decades

