»

alumni news
Alumni gatherings
Seattle, Washington

Alumni Picnic for August Grads

Clackamas, Oregon

Phoenix, Arizona

Sunday, May 31, 2009

Tuesday, June 2, 2009

Thursday, July 30, 2009

Thursday, August 1, 2009

Both local alumni and those attending the ASI Convention joined us for a tasty
meal at the Old Spaghetti Factory. Pictured left to right: Curtis Dolinsky (’78)
Brad Fisher (’95), Olan Thomas (’97) and Maynard Lowry (’68)

Summer Camp Meetings
June 13, 20, 27 & August 18, 2009

Alumni were able to catch up with each other and representatives from
Andrews during alumni gatherings hosted at area camp meetings. We
served strawberry shortcake in Indiana, Wisconsin (right: more than
500 servings), Lake Region, Michigan and Southern New England.
We also added a new location, Camp Sagola in the Michigan Upper
Peninsula, where over 200 were served. Special thanks to Jim Nephew
(AIT ’82) and Bela Kobor (BA ’96) for getting us pointed in the right
direction and a huge thank-you to Donna Busher and the kitchen crew
for preparing the dessert and helping us serve. We are indebted to our
local volunteers for another successful camp meeting season!
Adventist Engaged Encounter Returns: Adventist Engaged Encounter (AEE), an enrichment weekend for engaged and recently married
couples, is being reestablished on the Andrews University campus. AEE will be held October 23–25, 2009 and March 26–28, 2010. Registration
deadline for October is Wednesday, Oct. 14. Contact the Office of Campus Ministries at 269-471-3211 or e-mail cm@andrews.edu.
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Alumni spotlight
Liz Beck (BS ’86) grew up in a devout
Methodist family in Athens, Ga. Her
family never missed Sunday church and
regularly attended Wednesday night prayer
meetings. But for Liz, these practices were
not enough. Something was missing.
As an adult, disaster struck when in
just three months time, both parents and
her husband passed away. At the time,
suicidal thoughts plagued her soul. She
felt God had abandoned her. After she
went without food and sleep for several
days, a lady walked into Liz’s daughter’s
apartment asking for a ride to a nearby
Christian retreat center. Liz relished the
thought of getting away for a bit, so she
offered to take the woman herself.
As her “getting away” time began,
Liz joined a Bible study group with the
center’s staff members. She also went on
solitary walks and began helping others
who were in need. Life took a turn when
she met a doctor at the center—a doctor
who had everything she could want,
including money, a house and affection—if
she would only agree to marry him.
Liz visited his family in Michigan,
wrestling inside about the decision she
must make. Praying earnestly, she decided
she didn’t need marriage at the time—she
needed God.
Instead of getting married, Liz was
impressed to return to college at Andrews
University in 1977, 30 years after her
previous schooling. As homework and
studies piled on, she found herself
surrounded by a dormitory full of young
ladies who needed a listening ear.
“Students began to come into my room
and we would pray together,” she says,
“and that’s what started and kindled my
desire to really want to carry this [Fireside
Fellowship].”
In November of 1977, Liz moved out of
the dorm and into a home. After thoughtful
consideration and prayer, she and 10 other
students decided to host a fellowship time
on Sabbath afternoons, where university
professors could present talks on issues
affecting students.
“I have a real burden for teenagers,
college kids especially, and the fact that
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they are at a place in their life where
they are trying to establish their
values...I wanted to have a program
where we could meet some of the felt
needs of those students,” she says.
Thirty-five students gathered
in Liz’s basement the following
Sabbath, and soon more than 70 were
attending weekly. The University
offered Liz a large faculty home to
rent with enough space to meet the
program’s needs, but as the studentled meetings became even more
popular, she realized hosting 160plus students was too much for even
the new house to handle.
After she prayed about the
situation, Mervyn Maxwell, a
University professor, called Liz and
explained that he had a farm with a
four-acre field of blackberry
bushes. The field was
overgrown, he explained, but
said if the group would clean
it out, they could possibly
make enough money to find a
bigger fellowship hall.
The students jumped at the
challenge. The group mowed
and tended to the field and
began picking every day from
5 a.m. until 10 p.m. In a few
weeks they had earned nearly
$1,300—a substantial amount.
They decided to remodel
Liz’s garage and transform
These photos by David Sherwin were taken for the Nov. 1991 issue
of Signs of the Times (top) and the 2002–2003 Andrews University
it into a fellowship hall.
Activities Calendar. An interesting fact included in the calendar
The next year, they used the
caption: “Fireside has also had its influence on Andrews’ love
life—32 couples have met and married over the years!”
blackberry crop to purchase
bricks for a fireplace that
would panel the entire back
“I’m looking forward to seeing former
wall; and in the third year, the place was
students, sharing stories and reliving the
finished with carpet and curtains.
whole thing we did back then,” she says.
The hand-carved motto above the
The reunion will take place at 3 p.m.
fireplace says it all, “Some people never
on Saturday, Sept. 26, at the Fireside
know the love of God until they see it in
Fellowship building. There will be
another person.”
old picture albums and storytelling
Liz directed the meetings for 28 years,
opportunities, among other activities. If
usually hosting around 75 students each
this ministry touched your life, stop by and
Sabbath. She is excited about the fireside
thank Liz Beck for responding to God’s
fellowship reunion, planned for alumni
call to make a difference in young people’s
homecoming weekend, for several reasons.
lives.
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Adventist Health CEOs celebrate 25 yrs

Alums receive national teacher awards

Three MBA graduates celebrate their 25th anniversary of graduating
from AU in the summer of 1984. Wayne Ferch, Terry Newmyer and
Kevin Erich (left to right) are all working as hospital presidents for
Adventist Health in Northern California and share the same wonderful
alma mater and graduation date from their MBA training. In addition,
Kevin married Sharla Kingman the same day he graduated, thus he is
also celebrating his silver wedding anniversary this year.
Currently, Wayne is president of Feather River Hospital in Paradise.
Kevin is president of Howard Memorial Hospital in Willits. Terry is
president of the St. Helena Region of Adventist Health, leading three
hospitals. Terry’s hospitals include St. Helena Hospital in Napa Valley,
St. Helena Clear Lake Hospital, and Center for Behavioral Health in
Vallejo. All three Adventist Health executives credit AU with doing a
great job of helping them prepare for their careers as business leaders.
They also have great memories of people with last names like Saliba,
Firth and Gashugi.

Four Andrews University
alumni were among 12 of North
America’s finest Adventist
teachers recognized by the
Alumni Awards Foundation
(AAF) for the remarkable impact
they’ve had in their local
schools. Randy Heilmen (BA ’76,
MAT ’81) teaches at Collegedale
Academy in Tennessee,
Carrie Hess (BA ’99) teaches
at Spencerville Academy in
Maryland, Amy Marcarian (BA
’98, MA ’00) teaches at Glendale
Adventist Academy in California,
and Arthur Miller (BS ’98)
teaches at Holbrook Indian
School in Arizona. The awards,
which include a $1,000 gift to
each recipient, were delivered
publicly at ceremonies dedicated
to each teacher.
The 12 finalists were selected
on the basis of classroom
innovation, passion for
teaching, professional growth
and commitment to Adventist
education. “Great teachers
are the heartbeat of great
Adventist schools,” says Melanie
Eddlemon, associate director of
the AAF. “We look for teachers
who are leaders at their schools,

Ferch, Newmyer and Erich all work as hospital presidents in California

Recognized for passionate leadership and commitment to Adventist education

teachers who inspire both their
peers and their students.”
AAF seeks to empower
Adventist schools to become
stronger. The AAF Board of
Directors is comprised of
individuals who have become
leaders in their communities
and professions. Their major
objective is to strengthen and
reward quality education.
“Monetary and national
recognition is our way of
showing our deep appreciation
for extraordinary teachers,”
says AAF board member Bryon
DeFoor. “These teachers are lifechangers, and we want to give
them the value they deserve.”
AAF is a nonprofit
organization that develops and
funds programs to stimulate
excellence in Adventist schools
across the country. Since its
establishment in 1995, AAF
has awarded grants totaling
more than $1 million. Through
its awards program, AAF has
recognized 79 exceptional
teachers with an Excellence
in Teaching Award, and 14
exemplary academies with an
Academy Award for Excellence.

Father-daughter duo complete coast-to-coast bicycle journey
Dennis Woodland and his daughter, Heather Woodland-Fowler, travel 4,479 miles

Dennis Woodland (current faculty) and his
daughter, Heather Woodland-Fowler, recently
completed the last 675 mi. leg of their bicycle
journey from coast to coast. The adventure
began 15 years ago on Cape Alava, Olympic
National Park, Wash., and ended at Quoddy
Head State Park, Maine, the most western and
eastern points of the continental United States
respectively. The original plan was to complete
the adventure in five summers but schooling,
summer jobs, graduation, marriage and
moves kept delaying the final stage. This year
they both had two weeks free to complete the
remaining distance.

The total journey was 4,479 mi.
(7,166 km.); longest riding day was 114
mi. (182 km.); six 9,000+ ft. (2,727+ m)
passes; top speed: 58 mph (94 kph)
riding down from 9,666 ft (2930 m)
Powder River Pass, Wy.; worst day:
115 F (44 C) riding across the desert
of central Washington along with ten
straight days of 100+ F; best days:
along the Fire Hole and Yellowstone
Rivers in Yellowstone National Park
and the Clearwater and Lochsa Rivers
in Idaho; most scenic: Jackson Valley, Wy.
and along the coast of Maine. Among other

individuals who joined the pair throughout
the ride were Jerome Thayer (retired faculty)
and Phyllis Zimmerman (BS ’92).
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