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From June 23–29, 34 individuals gathered on the campus of Andrews University
to participate in the Worship & Music
Leadership Certificate program under the
direction of the Department of Music and
the newly formed International Center for
Worship & Music.
“We were excited to host the very first
certificate that seeks to resource and educate musicians for work within the context
of Adventist mission and ministry,” says
Adriana Perera, Department of Music chair.
The certificate program is non-accredited
and was designed to provide lay leaders,
musicians and pastors with Continuing
Education Units focused on core competencies including the application of biblical
principles to music ministry, the understanding of musical religious practice, and
how other disciplines relate to the practice
of sacred music.
Each day included worship, general sessions and a variety of workshops. Guest artists and lecturers were theologians, worship
leaders, composers and music educators
who provided resources related to music
theory, vocal technique, various styles of
music, conducting and composition.
Participants developed skills in designing musical experiences for worship and
utilizing technology in music and worship
experiences. They were also given opportunities to demonstrate their competence
in music leadership, solo performance or
composition.
“I had the opportunity to develop my
skills as a choir conductor, singer and

pianist. It was inspiring to meet worship
leaders from around the world who share
the same passion for Jesus’ message and
music ministry,” says Natalia Kosakova, director of music ministry for the Euro-Asian
Division of Seventh-day Adventists.
On Sabbath, program participants worshiped together and later traveled to the
Westville Correctional Facility to provide a
concert for the inmates. One inmate wrote,
“What really impressed me about the program was the compassion these people all
showed for a bunch of inmates—felons….
These people showed not only compassion
but the love of God for every one of us.”
The Worship & Music Leadership
Certificate program ended on Saturday
evening with a concert and graduation.
“We were thrilled to see the creative work
of every participant after an intensive
week of workshops, lectures and performance sessions,” says Perera. “Our guest
artists shared their talent with all of us
and created a nurturing environment that
inspired several new compositions and
arrangements. The quality of the music
was outstanding, and we experienced the
presence of God’s Spirit among us as we
worshiped Him through music.”
Two sessions of the Worship & Music
Leadership Certificate program will be held
in the 2019–2020 year, one for Andrews
students at the Berrien Springs campus
and another at a location to be announced.
For more information, call 269-471-3555 or
email worshipcenter@andrews.edu.

