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Graduates inspired to make a difference
Spring Graduation 2017
Andrews University’s spring graduation took place May 5–7, boasting beautiful
blue skies and pleasant spring breezes.
Ryan Hayes, associate professor of
chemistry and biochemistry, offered the
Consecration address titled, “Got to Go
THROUGH It!” on Friday, May 5.
On Saturday, May 6, Alvin Kibble, vice
president for North American Division of
Seventh-day Adventists and honorary degree candidate, presented the Baccalaureate
address, titled, “So, Now What?” for both
services in PMC. That evening, a vespers
tribute to parents, faculty and students was
followed by the annual President’s Reception for graduates and their families.
Lisa Beardsley-Hardy, director of the Department of Education at the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, spoke
on Sunday, May 7, for the first Commence-

ment service for graduates from the School
of Education and the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary. Her address
was titled “Hold Fast!” During this service,
Alvin Kibble received an honorary Doctor
of Divinity for his outstanding dedication,
leadership and scholarly contributions to
the field of theology.
Founder and CEO of the Nyaka AIDS
Orphans Project Twesigye Kaguri was
the featured speaker for the 11 a.m.
Commencement service on Sunday. His
address was titled, “Faith Is Why I Do
What I Do.” This service was for students
graduating from the College of Arts & Sciences. Kaguri also received an honorary
Doctor of Laws for his outstanding dedication, leadership, advocacy and passion
for human rights activism.
Olen Netteburg, medical director and

physician at Bere Adventist Hospital in
Chad and honorary degree candidate,
was the featured speaker for the 2 p.m.
Commencement service on Sunday, May
7, for the School of Architecture & Interior Design, School of Business Administration, School of Distance Education &
International Partnerships and School of
Health Professions.
His address was titled, “So You Know
All the Mysteries…Now What?” Both Olen
and his wife, Danae (Bland) Netteburg,
received honorary degrees, Doctor of
Humane Letters, for their contribution to
Seventh-day Adventist medical missions,
for bringing positive change to those in
need through sacrificial service, and for
living out the gospel in their personal and
professional lives.

Clockwise, from far left:
Ryan Hayes, left, was the Consecration speaker on
Friday evening. He and his wife, Suzi, performed a
chemistry experiment as part of his presentation.
Alvin Kibble, vice president for the North American
Division of Seventh-day Adventists, was the
speaker for both Baccalaureate services. He also
received an honorary Doctor of Divinity at the 8:30
a.m. Commencement on Sunday.
Lisa Beardsley-Hardy, director of the Department
of Education at the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, was the speaker for the 8:30
a.m. Commencement
Twesigye Kaguri, founder and CEO of Nyaka AIDS
Orphans Project, received an honorary Doctor of
Laws at the 11 a.m. Commencement. He was also
the featured speaker for that service.
Olen and Danae Netteburg received honorary
degrees, Doctor of Humane Letters, at the 2 p.m.
Commencement. Olen presented the address titled, “So You Know All the Mysteries...Now What?”
New Andrews University alumni descend the
steps of Pioneer Memorial Church with their
diplomas in hand

Visit andrews.edu/graduation to view videos
of the weekend services and read entire citations,
Also, check out the Spring Graduation 2017
photo album on our Facebook page.
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Spring
Graduation
2017 Fast
Facts

Females: 182

Males: 185

Countries represented: 26

Undergraduates:
211

Graduates:
156

House-baked cookies prepared
for President’s Reception:
58 dozen (696 total)

150
Cups of tea served at
graduation rehearsal

120

Man hours
spent mowing
in preparation
for grad

Flowers planted
in preparation for grad:
17,000 (yes, that’s correct)
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Cuba mission trip a great experience
Impacting lives for eternity
222 new believers were baptized in
Cuba at the culmination of a spring break
mission trip hosted by the Andrews University Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary.
For nine days, the team of 24 seminary
students and three faculty sponsors led six
simultaneous evangelistic series in various
parts of Holguin, Cuba. The team also
gave away clothing, musical instruments,
100 bicycles, 20 computers and 12 tablet
libraries to pastors and Bible workers who
have no transportation or access to Bibles,
devotionals or other ministry materials.
On the final night, the six groups joined
together in a basketball arena for a worship
service ending in a call to baptism, with
over 2,000 in attendance. The next morning, after a Sabbath program in the same
facility, 222 new believers were baptized.
“A few years ago, it was unthinkable to
do religious services in a public arena,”
says Fernando Ortiz, director of the MDiv
program and Care for Cuba organizer.
“This was only the second religious congress held in Holguin, and the first one was
also Adventist-led.”
Ortiz led the first mission trip to Cuba
in 1998. When he became the director of
the MDiv program in the Seminary, he
united his passion for preparing pastors
for ministry with his call to meet the needs
of the Adventist church in Cuba. The result
was “Care for Cuba,” the yearly study tour
that made history in 2013 as the first North
American Adventist educational institution
to reach Cuba in almost 50 years.

Since 2013, 120 seminarians and seven
faculty members have done ministry in
Cuba, resulting in over 800 baptisms and
hundreds of Cuban pastors and Bible workers equipped to do more effective ministry.
One unique aspect of this year’s trip is
the first Care for Cuba youth evangelistic effort, where Seminarians practiced
creative evangelism techniques such
as a Frisbee ministry. The efforts drew
60–80 youth, young adults and university
students to a rented Quaker church each
evening.
“It was a true inside look of how to do
ministry,” says Samuel Ulett, a trip attendee who will graduate from the Seminary in
December. “It was a great learning experience and an opportunity to learn how to do
ministry in a different environment.”
The trip not only benefits the Cuban
people, but also transforms the ministry of
the pastors-in-training who attend.
“What I see for myself in the future is
having a church where we communicate
and interact with the community like we
did in Cuba,” says Michael Shelton, a 2017
trip attendee. “If there’s anything I learned
from going to Cuba, it’s the fact that people
are longing for healthy relationships. They
don’t want to know how much you know
about the Bible—they want to know that
you care about them, and that’s what it’s
all about.”
Past Seminary students have been so
inspired by the trip that they have organized Care for Cuba fundraisers and even
led their own mission trips to Cuba.
Care for Cuba’s goal is to give
1,000 bicycles, 500 tablet
libraries and 500 computers
to the pastors and Bible
workers in Cuba. To donate
bicycles ($150), tablets ($100)
or computers ($100) on behalf of your family, church or
business, visit CareforCuba.
org. Your dollars will impact
lives for eternity!
Left: The group also brought
dozens of musical instruments to share with pastors
and Bible workers
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Summit on Social Consciousness
“Border Wars: A Summit on Refugees and Immigration”
The sixth annual Summit on Social
Consciousness was held from April 6–8,
focusing on the theme “Border Wars: A
Summit on Refugees and Immigration.”
Consisting of three main forums, the event
started with “Being a Muslim at Andrews,”
hosted by the School of Graduate Studies.
The forum began with a conversation
with Imam Moustafa Elsayed from Benton
Harbor, Michigan. The moderator then invited Andrews students Salman Alqahtani,
Alya Suliman and Mohammad Talafha to

The Thursday April 6 forum featured three Muslim
students who attend Andrews University

join him on the floor for a question and
answer session, where they responded
to queries provided by the moderator
and the audience. Some of the questions
involved dismantling stereotypes about
Muslims, such as appearance and practice
of religion.
The second forum, “Short Films, Food &
Dialogue,” which took place the following
day, featured conversations about refugees. After an introduction by Jeff Boyd, research specialist for the Office of Research
& Creative Scholarship, a TED-Ed video
explaining the definition of refugee and a
speech by Khai Khai, Andrews University
student, two videos were played.
The first was a documentary from the
New York Times called “4.1 Miles,” about
refugees who try to cross the channel between Turkey and the Greek island Lesbos.
The second, “Refuge,” featured interviews
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from many refugees about their experiences. Afterward, the audience formed
groups to discuss the content of the videos, each group led by a faculty member.
Group leaders included Ingrid Slikkers,
assistant professor of social work, Rachel
Williams-Smith, associate professor of
communication, Nicolas Miller, professor
of church history and Lester Merklin, associate professor of world mission.
On Sabbath afternoon, students,
faculty, staff and community members

security and biblical perspectives. Audience members were able to hear how the
wall either financially benefited or hurt
the country and how Adventism and safety played into the conversation. Particular time was spent discussing whether
immigrants truly posed a security threat
to the country.
“I think there has been a lot of extreme
rhetoric on both sides,” said Nay, who
opposes the wall. “I think it’s important
that we listen to each other.”
Metzner, who advocated for building the
wall, concurred.
“I’m a huge fan of constructive dialogue;
we need to have talks like this. Campus
Ministries has done a really great job facili-

John Nay, former U.S. ambassador to Suriname, presents his view on
building a border wall while Gabriel Morales and Jake Metzner look on

filled Newbold Auditorium for “Agora V:
Adventist Perspectives on Immigration
and The Wall,” where John Nay, former
U.S. ambassador to Suriname and current
adjunct professor, discussed with Jake
Metzner, outgoing president of Adventist
Intercollegiate Association, their opposing
views on Trump’s immigration policies
and proposed wall along the Mexican
border. Gabriel Morales, a student in the
Seminary, was the moderator.
Participants answered questions from
four categories: economy, opportunity,

“I wanted to gain further
understanding from
someone whose views
differ from my own.”

tating these kinds of discussions.”
Attendees wanted to understand how
Metzner justified building the wall, as well as
understand why Nay felt it was unnecessary.
“I was really curious to hear the rationale for the wall,” says Esther Battle,
senior sociology major. “I wanted to gain
further understanding from someone
whose views differ from my own. I’m glad
I attended and I hope [the organizers] continue to encourage these kinds of provocative conversations.”
Morales also fielded several audience
questions directed toward the representatives for each side. Ending with the Agora
Creed, as is tradition, audience members
and participants recited a passage from 1
Corinthians which says in part, “If I speak
with the tongues of men and of angels,
but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal.”
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SonScreen Festival

Ellen White Issues Symposium

Two Andrews films win awards

Exploring Ellen White’s understanding of hermeneutics

From April 6-8, Loma Linda University hosted the
annual SonScreen Film Festival—a student film competition sponsored by the North American Division of
Seventh-day Adventists. Of the 44 total films entered
into the festival, four were produced by Andrews University groups, two of which won awards.
“The Hugs Project,” produced by Stephen Allcock,
Jeriah Richardson and Maxine Murray, won Best
Documentary Short. Denae Keizs, Madai Villa, Heidi
Ramirez and Kiana Gurley’s documentary “Foreign Native” gained an honorable mention in this category, and
also won the Audience Choice Award. According to Paul
Kim, documentary film professor at Andrews University, this is the most important award at the festival.

the 13th Ellen White Issues Symposium was held on April 3, 2017,
studying the topic “Ellen White’s
Understanding of Hermeneutics.”
More than 100 attendees heard
presentations from speakers including Richard Davidson, professor of
Old Testament interpretation, and Jiří
Moskala, Seminary dean. Other presenters included Merlin Burt, director
of the Center for Adventist Research,
Denis Kaiser, assistant professor of
church history, and Iriann Marie
Hausted, PhD candidate.
Following the paper presentations,
respondents shared their insights and
responses. Respondents this year were
Roy Gane, professor of Hebrew Bible
and Ancient Near Eastern languages,
Jerry Moon, professor of church history, and Keith Mattingly, dean of the
College of Arts & Sciences.
Burt began the symposium to
address the reality that much of the
church’s study of White is simply a
response to critics’ arguments.
“They’ve had the same arguments for
over 100 years,” he said. “We need to
press further, and explore what can be
learned about Ellen White and the gift
of prophecy from a faith perspective.”
The Ellen White Issues Symposium
began in 2004. Since then, Adventist
institutions all over the world, including Russia, Kenya, Mexico and Korea
have hosted similar symposia using
scholarly material published from the
annual gathering at Andrews.
“I want to colorize Ellen White,”
said Burt. “We have an emotionally
and relationally black-and-white Ellen
White, and the only way we can get
beyond that is to begin to connect to
her in her writings, life and stories.”
“Hermeneutics is the science of interpretation,” said Burt. “It is looking
for what rules keep us objective when
we interpret a text.”
Many attendees were drawn to the
symposium because of the topic.
“I’m studying the development of

The Andrews University group poses with Ernie Medina (far
right), alum and board member, and his daughter Summer

Two additional projects from Andrews were screened
during the event, but did not win awards. They were
“Papi” by Nina Vallado and “Jackie: The Transformation
Project” by University Health & Wellness.
“SonScreen was a really great opportunity to see
what other Christian schools were doing in film, and
to network with fellow creatives,” states Allcock. “It
was also absolutely fantastic to have such support from the Adventist church for filmmakers and
creatives.”
Allcock recalls the experience of not only observing an audience experience their film for the first
time, but also of being given an award for their work.
“I couldn’t be happier about the award,” he says.
“It was an amazing and challenging process for the
whole film team, and to get such a fantastic reaction
from the crowd as we witnessed them respond to the
emotional roller coaster of the story was amazing. To
me, that was more satisfying than winning the award
itself. That being said, it was a good feeling knowing
people got as caught up in the story and characters of our documentary as we did. The award itself
stands as a testament to the power of film to connect
people and share stories.”
“The Hugs Project” (trailer)—https://vimeo.com/148007971
“Foreign Native”—https://vimeo.com/194252013
“Papi”—https://vimeo.com/164522718
“Jackie: The Transformation Project” (trailer)—https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=rTeImTizg1E&feature=youtu.be

Adventist theology, so I came to get a
better understanding of Ellen G. White
and how she interpreted the Bible,”
said Jimmy Atkins, an MDiv student.
This year, scholarly papers on the
topic of hermeneutics were presented
with a prepared response, allowing
the presenter to refine his or her ideas
before publication. Attendees were
encouraged to submit questions to be
discussed at a panel.
John Reeve, professor of church
history and the panel moderator, challenged attendees to ask themselves,
“Am I willing to go with objective
hermeneutics, or are my personal, private conclusions and decisions going
to trump hermeneutics?”
Attendee Janet Lankheet, who
finished her degree at the Seminary in
1988, was inspired by the presentations.
Lankheet and her husband were invited by Jim Shields from Howell, Michigan,
who has attended the event four times.
“I invited a lot of people to come,”
he said. “I think this is important. I
feel these issues need to come from
here in the academic arena and be
disseminated to the whole church.”
Shields particularly appreciated
Davidson’s presentation exploring the
exact beginning and end dates of the
2300-day prophecy in Daniel 8.
Davidson’s presentation, along with
the others, will be published in the
“Symposium Journal,” which is available for purchase through the Center
for Adventist Research. Those interested in ordering the journal can call 269471-3209 or email car@andrews.edu.
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Teaching
& Learning
Conference
Workshops, breakout sessions
and keynote speaker revitalize
teaching methods
The Andrews University Teaching and
Learning Conference took place May 30.
Hosted by the Department of Teaching,
Learning & Curriculum, the event was a
collaboration between the University and its
neighboring community of educators. This
is the 15th year that Andrews has hosted the
AUTLC, and this year’s theme was “Woolly
Teaching or Wholly Teaching: Interrogating
the Tired, the Tried and the True.”
In addition to the main speaker, Maria
Salazar, associate professor and director
of teacher education at the University of
Denver (Colorado), the conference featured
poster sessions, workshops and breakout
sessions. Presenters discussed lessons
they have learned regarding designing,
developing and implementing education in
effective and innovative ways.
“The AUTLC is an opportunity for schol-

Breakout sessions presented new and innovative methods of educating students

ars to share reports of significant work or
integrative reviews in theory, research, development, applications and societal issues
related to all aspects of education,” explains
Jeff Boyd, research support specialist for the
Office of Research & Creative Scholarship.
One workshop, titled “Lights! Camera!
Action!: Creating and using video in your
classroom,” was presented by Lee Davidson, associate professor of teacher education at Andrews University, and Aaron
Koleda, technology director and teacher at
Village Seventh-day Adventist Elementary
School across town in Berrien Springs.
“Modern technology has made video
production very easy compared to past
years,” said Davidson and Koleda. “Having

students create videos to make class presentations is a way to get them to engage
with a topic in more depth.”
Salazar, keynote speaker, presented
“The Metamorphosis of a Rose that Grew in
Concrete: Finding feet, wings, and voice.”
Salazar is the director of teacher education, specializing in teacher preparation,
assessment and professional development
for culturally and linguistically diverse
learners. She also provides for the needs of
English language learners across all grades
and college preparation for Latino students.
She is the lead author of “The State of
Latinos 2008: Defining an Agenda for the
Future,” which was presented to the U.S.
Congress.

MARTIN LUTHER COMMEMORATION EVENTS
Two symposiums/conferences planned for fall 2017
October 31,2017 will commemorate
the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther
nailing his 95 theses to the door of the
Wittenberg Castel Church. A defining individual in the Protestant Reformation, Ellen
White described Luther in “The Great Controversy” as “Knowing no fear but the fear
of God, and acknowledging no foundation
for faith but the Holy Scriptures, Luther
was the man for his time.”
In commemoration, Andrews University
will be hosting two events: the first by the
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary and another by the Departments of
History & Political Science and Religion &
Biblical Languages.
The first Martin Luther Symposium
will take place from October 12–14 at the
10—FOCUS

Seminary Chapel. Keynote speakers will
be Timothy J. Wengert, professor emeritus
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and
professor of church history at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, along
with Daniel Heinz, director of the European
Archives of Seventh-day Adventist History
located at Friedensau Adventist University in
Germany. A book compiled from 27 various
authors on the significance of Martin Luther
to the Adventist faith will also be released at
the event.
The second conference begins on the
500th anniversary of the 95 Theses, October 31 and continues until Nov. 3. In collaboration with the GC’s Office of Archives,
Statistics, and Research, it will address
Luther’s impact on medieval history and

the Protestant Reformation, including a
roundtable discussion and presentations
from speakers both inside and outside the
Adventist faith. Most events will take place
at Buller Hall with a concluding event at
the Howard Performing Arts Center.
andrews.edu/cas/history/lutherconference
or email lutherconference@andrews.edu
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SBA & VACD undertake rebranding project for Syscon
Students build a strategic business plan and design business system & marketing tools
Last fall, the School of Business
Administration received an email from Syscon International, a local global leader in
industrial controls, requesting assistance
with rebranding their multi-million-dollar
company. Knowing that this project could
stand out on student portfolios, professors
Kimberly Pichot and Jacquelyn Warwick
from the School of Business Administration (SBA) and Doug Taylor from the
Department of Visual Art, Communication
& Design (VACD) in the College of Arts &
Sciences, brought their marketing and design courses together as though they were
a firm of their own, each class with its own
important part to contribute.
The SBA set out to build a strategic business plan for Syscon International, and
VACD set out to design new logos, letterheads and other visual marketing tools.
Expanding into both undergraduate and
graduate-level curriculum, the scale of this
project was unlike any other previously
acquired. Andrews University students
brought their professionalism and zeal
towards hard work to the table, impressively representing their University, their
professors and the Andrews mission at the
final presentation on April 14.

Including online
students, this project
brought seven time
zones together in
collaboration and, at
times, the entire SBA
in one unified meeting
place. Surpassing the
expectations of everyone involved, Maxwell
Murray, an MBA student who was also the
The combined group of student presenters, faculty and Syscon representatives
enrollment strategic
marketing leader at Anrefreshing—it felt like the training wheels
drews University, received an exceptional
had been taken off.”
response to his work: a job offer.
In reaction to the presentation, Lary
From his new office at Syscon InternaJohnson, president of Syscon, said he was
tional’s headquarters, Maxwell commented,
“pleasantly surprised at the submission of
“I went in to this assignment completely
the homework…more was delivered than
unaware of Syscon and the industry they
expected.” Johnson also said he “apprecioperated in. With the help of my classmates
ated the perspective of young fresh eyes,”
(Danae Brousson, Harold Morales, Junior
providing a clue as to how the partnership
Orelus) and professors (Denise Shaver and
was drummed up from the start. Gary BenKim Pichot) we tackled this new territory for
dix, Syscon International’s vice president
the School of Business Administration.”
of sales, reflected on the partnership from
Undergraduate marketing major Joey
its start to finish: “This project showcased
Jorgensen also commented on his experithe broad skillset that Andrews University
ence, saying, “...Working side-by-side with
students have.”
my peers for a serious company was very

codeShack receives funds from Google
Will help RMES to acquire more equipment and software
In March 2017, the Department of Engineering & Computer Science (ECS) received
a grant from Google’s igniteCS program for
their outreach program titled “codeShack.”
igniteCS offers funding and resources for
university students to help them mentor
their communities in computer science.
codeShack is the ECS outreach program
at Ruth Murdoch Elementary School on the
campus of Andrews University, where they
provide a coding and creative project class
for grades 7–8.
“We plan to use the funds from this grant
to acquire more robust equipment, software,

and other necessary supplies, as well as to
enhance and expand our coding program for
all grade levels,” writes Evelyn Savory, RMES
principal. “Though the demand for coding is
high with teachers and students, the lack of
equipment and staff prevents these classes
from regularly being offered.”
codeShack was designed to offer coding
as part of the curriculum for RMES students, as the founders had noticed the lack
of computer science courses in the past.
“We started this effort last year in partnership with RMES and it has been hugely
successful,” says Hyun Kwon, chair of

ECS and faculty advisor for the group. The
program is led by six student leaders who
visit RMES two times per week to work on
the coding project.
Kwon comments, “Programs like this
are impossible unless students who want
to serve the community and become role
models put in the necessary time and dedication to make it happen.”
Google’s igniteCS program is one of
many initiatives to foster learning in computer science.
“We hope to continue applying for
igniteCS funding and becoming a part of
their ‘legacy’ team,” Huang explains. “If
we succeed, the codeShack program at
RMES can grow and expand to the other
students and fields, and offer new opportunities to University students, too.”
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Love thy neighbor
Seminary students embrace Syrian refugees
In early 2011, a small group of Syrian
teenagers painted revolutionary symbols
on the walls of their high school to protest
recent government actions. They had no
idea that their subsequent arrest, torture
and death would spark a national civil war.
In the last six years, hundreds of thousands of Syrian citizens have been murdered, and more than 10 million have been
displaced or fled the country as refugees.
In November 2016, Hafiz Ally, Seminary
Student Forum (SSF) president, discovered
that there were dozens of Syrian refugee
families living in Kalamazoo, Michigan,
just one hour away from the Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary. Determined to mobilize the seminary community to aid these families, he soon found
himself before the refugees.
“My heart broke as I listened to their stories,” Ally admitted. “Some children had
been in Michigan for a month but had only
the clothes on their back. Same underwear,
same thin windbreaker pants, same shirt.
I wondered, how are they going to get
through winter?”

“Some children had been in
Michigan for a month but
had only the clothes on their
back. Same underwear,
same thin windbreaker
pants, same shirt.”
In response, Ally and the SSF team decided to spend the seminary’s annual Week of
Spiritual Emphasis collecting nonperishable
food items, winter clothes, diapers and
funds for the refugees and inviting students
to join them on a trip to Kalamazoo to distribute supplies and meet the families.
By the end of the week, SSF had a team
of 22 volunteers, eight Arabic translators
and enough supplies to fill two trailers. On
Feb. 3, 2017, the team headed to Kalamazoo
to serve the Syrian families.
When they arrived, the group split into
teams, loaded boxes with food and size-ap12—FOCUS

propriate clothing, and
began to visit families. In
one home, the husband
shared his story with
the male students in
one room while his wife
and two small daughters
welcomed the female
students in another,
according to their cusA group of Seminary students gathers for prayer before visiting
tom. Despite the language
Syrian refugee families in Kalamazoo, Michigan
barrier, the women were
soon sitting on the bed
On March 31, SSF returned to Kalamazoo
laughing, sharing photos of family members
with additional supplies to visit families
and caring for the children.
from the first trip, as well as help ten addiAnother family, affectionately called
tional families. Each family received a 50-lb
the “triplet family” by seminary students
bag of rice and a $40 Aldi’s grocery gift card,
because of their three 10-year-old children,
in addition to clothing and other resources.
spent four years in Cairo, Egypt, going
Yvette Parham was among the students
through the vetting process to come to the
who returned for the second trip. “I came
U.S. as refugees. Now, they are in Michiback because I wanted to see how our famgan’s frigid winter season with no winter
ily was doing,” she said. “It was so exciting
clothes and no way to pay their rent.
to see how what we gave them last time
Rebecca Murdock, a seminary student
had impacted them!”
who visited the “triplet family,” left feeling
On the first trip, Parham and her fellow
overwhelmed.
students learned that the family had almost
“We had a great experience, but felt
no pots, pans or cooking utensils. The group
like anything we could do would just be
pooled their funds to purchase a cooking
a drop in the bucket; it wouldn’t really fix
set for the family as well as fresh herbs, so
anything,” she said.
that they would be able to prepare food for
Many students reflected the same conthemselves and their five children.
cerns on the bus ride back. While the fami“They’ve been able to do so much with
lies had been grateful for supplies they had
the cooking equipment,” said Parham.
received, students wanted to do more.
“The father of the family showed us photos
Murdock decided to share the needs of
of dinners he’d made and he’s even begun
the “triplet family” on her Facebook page.
cooking for events at the Muslim Center.
Within hours, messages began pouring in
The equipment has provided a potential
from contacts all over the U.S. who wanted
source of income for the family.”
to send funds, clothing and other supplies.
Parham shared that she has been imShe also created a GoFundMe account
pacted as well. “Although they may see us
for the family. Within 24 hours, more than
coming to them as a blessing, they are the
$800 had been donated, capping off at
ultimate blessing to us,” she said. “To con$1,450, enough to cover another month of
tinue to be a true Christian in this Western
rent, grocery items and supplies.
society, we will have to give ourselves over
“I put the needs into the hands of God and
to doing acts like this.”
the community and was amazed at what
“The Bible is always on the side of the
happened!” she said. “We showed up at the
refugee,” Parham continued. “That’s the
family’s house, and I just said, ‘This is from
person they call ‘the stranger in your land,’
a group of people in America who want to
and we are to do what the Bible says: take
welcome you, be your neighbor and support
care of them.”
you through this.’ We were all tearing up.”

