Campus Update

Interfaith prayer service held
To promote solidarity and healing in wake of shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue
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Visit Andrews University’s
YouTube page to view recent
events on campus.

NEW!
The next issue of FOCUS will
be a President's Report, which
will include an annual report
section highlighting giving and
Spirit of Philanthropy awards.

Don’t forget to write
Letters are always welcome.
To ensure a range of viewpoints, we
encourage letters of fewer than 300
words. Letters may be edited for
content, style and space.
By mail:
FOCUS Editor
Andrews University
8903 U.S. 31
Berrien Springs MI 49104-1000
By email:
focus@andrews.edu
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An interfaith prayer service took
place on Nov. 5, 2018, in Benton Harbor,
Michigan. Over 200 individuals attended the
standing room only program, which promoted solidarity and healing and took a stand
against all forms of hate and prejudice.
Following the tragic shooting at the
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, the Interfaith Committee
of the Andrews University Community
Engagement Council reached out to the
Temple B’nai Shalom of Benton Harbor and
together they began to plan the service.
Southwest Michigan’s Interfaith Peace &
Justice Collaborative and The First Hebrew
Congregation of South Haven joined the
effort as co-sponsors.

the victims of the Pittsburgh shooting—one
for each victim and a twelfth for all others
who have been victims of hate.
Attendees were given opportunity to
participate in a litany that talked of moving
forward. They read, “Amidst the darkness
of hatred, we advance the light of love.
Amidst the threats of violence, we advance
the balm of peace…We come together,
different people from different places,
united in a common humanity and seeking
a common good. In that there is hope.”
A representative of each of the three
Abrahamic faiths (Christian, Muslim and
Jewish) shared a Scripture, prayer and/
or contemplation. Barry Fidelman, of the
First Hebrew Congregation of South Haven,
shared his struggle to
come to terms with the
“I have seldom been in a room where
events in Pittsburgh.
the spirit of peace and harmony and
Ultimately, he says he
dedication was so strong and palpable.” realized, “It was me.”
He explained that he or
The program began with a welcome from
anyone else who passes by an act of hate
Marcus Muhammad, Benton Harbor mayor,
or injustice without standing up against it
who shared both a Scripture reading and
shares in the responsibility for such acts
a reading from the Quran. He commented,
that follow.
“I would like to challenge those who are
Time was also given for silent prayer and
here today to take this as a moment of new
stone laying, a custom within the Jewish
opportunity, freedom, love and justice for
faith that commemorates the deceased. In
all, regardless of creed or religion.”
this setting, the stones also symbolized a
Teresa Reeve, chair of the Interfaith
commitment to build a better world.
Committee at Andrews and associate dean
After the program, Reeve reflected, “I
of the Seminary, introduced the evening’s
have seldom been in a room where the spirfocus on prayer in the midst of mourning.
it of peace and harmony and dedication
She said, “Your action in being here towas so strong and palpable. This happened
night can help take some of the momentum
because people cared enough to reach
out of the tide of hate that surrounds us.
outside their comfort zones and go beyond
We share profound commonalities as we
what fit in their busy schedules. God is
gather tonight…and we believe there is no
good for planting the idea and bringing us
place for hatred among God’s children.”
all together!”
Christian, Muslim and Jewish calls to
prayer were offered by various local faith
leaders, and two inspirational musical selections provided messages of overcoming
and healing.
Diane Rapaport Yampolsky, of Temple
B’nai Shalom, shared the reflection, saying,
“I am a Jew because wherever there is suffering the Jew weeps…I am a Jew because
we must be partners in God’s creation.”
Significantly, candles were lit in honor of
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J. N. Andrews Honors Program
karzunn Just a week or two ago it
looked like this on campus. Now
there is snow on the ground and my
favorite season is over. #michigan
#fall #winter #photography

au_shp Good luck to the SpeechLanguage Pathology MS Class of
2019 cohort as they venture to their
FIRST externship! #repost@speech.
au #shp #aushop
NOVEMBER 1

Once again, thank you to Honors
vice president, Jesse Gray, and his
mother, Mrs. Gray, for providing to
the Honors Family this wonderful
opportunity to cook the Sabbath
potluck for the Harbor of Hope
parishioners.
JULY 26

«When you invest in your
community, you invest in
yourself.» Wandile Mthiyane,
“Child Of Apartheid,” a
film by Stephen Allcock.
#ubuntudesigngroup
#worldchangersmadehere
#auvacd #andrewsedu
#buyabrickbuildahome.
(PC: Child of Apartheid FB: www.
facebook.com/ChildOfApartheid)

SEPTEMBER 26

andrews_university Andrews
University is honored to be one
of 26 independent colleges and
universities taking part in the
annual Michigan Independent
Colleges & Universities
Advocacy Day in Michigan’s state
capitol, Lansing. #micu2018
#worldchangersmadehere

Andrews University

andrewsstem Sophomore Jayde
Broussard studies a test tube of
insects in Genetics Lab #genetics
#womeninstem #stemgirls

INSTAGRAM
andrews_university

TWITTER

NOVEMBER 20

At the start of this year's United
Way Campaign, President Andrea
Luxton and Provost Christon Arthur
committed to compete in a rodeo
if the campus reached their giving
goal of $20,000. Andrews employees
have surpassed that goal—and the
President/Provost United Way Farm
Equipment Rodeo Championship is
happening now! #andrewsuniversity

@AndrewsUniv

@nadEinstitute • Oct 10

Chad Angasan—the only Native Pastor
in the Adventist Church—was the
first recipient of the Russell & Cynthia
Burrill scholarship for students that
demonstrate high capacity in church
planting. #nadei #missiondisruption

@PassionateProf_ • Oct 16

SEPTEMBER 24

Andrews University

FACEBOOK

Andrews University
A message from Valerie, owner
of Pete's U-Pick, about the
impact of Change Day.
#AUChangeDay

@andrewsuniversity

YOUTUBE

What a special treat! Having
my distance @auptpostpro
Dsc students on campus
@AndrewsUniv made my day!
So lucky to be a small part of
their journey—at Andrews
University Cafeteria

@dc_ghana • Nov. 15 On Nov.
11, 2018, Ghana’s Ambassador to
the United States, H.E. Dr. Barfour
Adjei-Barwuah, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with @AndrewsUniv to grant
partial scholarship to Ghanaian
students and professionals, both
home and abroad.

Andrews University: Week of Prayer | Vincent Dehm (Sept. 21, 2018).
(published on Oct. 11, 2018)
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