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Some days when I arrive onto campus
I sit in my car and watch the campus—
watch and then pray: for the University
and for the students and staff I see walking by. One of the most striking realities
of my “watch” of the campus is the way
most of the students today walk around.
They may be walking alone and they
may be walking in groups but the most
common way of traveling the campus
is with earphones in. Others who pass,
even those walking alongside, are merely
part of the scenery—the real connection
is to what is plugged in!
If you listen to the news reports of
studies on today’s University students
you will hear how anxiety levels are at
an all-time high. University counseling
centers are overwhelmed by the number
of students seeking help with depression, anxiety and feelings of loneliness.
Many posit that these changes are
a direct result of being “plugged in”
in isolation and of social media that
puts a screen and emotional distance
between those who communicate. Not
that technology advances are not critical
and valuable, they are, but as with any
advances, there are risks that need to be
recognized and ameliorated. If that does
not happen, the barrage of communication received by each of us every day
easily leads to a growth in superficial
connections, rapid conclusions on issues
before all the facts are known, and the
resulting risk of lack of trust or certainty.
What does that have to do with Andrews University and all of our alumni
and friends who receive this magazine?
First, it means that we have a responsibility as a University to create an
environment that demands more than
just academic success—vital as that
is. It is also very important to us that
our students leave Andrews University
as Christian, Seventh-day Adventist
professionals who have developed a
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mature identity as individuals of faith.
This includes having deep and personal
connections with God, with peers and with
faculty, that together gives them the confidence to navigate a rapidly changing and
moving world, where values are too often
relative and faith is an inconvenience. Later on in this FOCUS I will show you a little
of how we work together in our teaching
and learning environment to ensure this
can be the experience of every student.
Second, I would suggest that all of
us need to shout the message that Seventh-day Adventist education in today’s
world is even more critical than ever. Sadly, there is a movement by some families
and church members away from seeing
Adventist education as the first choice for
their children. I would argue that in the
current environment of disconnect, the
need for an environment where shared values and beliefs encourage deeper connections between individuals and groups is
absolutely critical. We need to spread that
message far and wide.
A place of real connection; a place of
deep and meaningful connections: that is
what we must be at Andrews University. It
is what we seek to be, what we pray to be,
and most often, what we are!
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