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If We Have Not Love
Andrea Luxton, president
A short time ago I was pleased to represent Andrews University in a partnership
meeting to support the local Benton
Harbor District Schools as they seek to
improve their standing with the state by
measurably raising student outcomes. It
was an Andrews University student who
primarily paved the way for us to say
to the School District, “We are here for
you.” This student project, unconnected
to any class, was solely the outpouring
of love by Andrews University students
(more than 200 over the last two years)
to students in Benton Harbor. Now this
is the cornerstone of our partnership on
the institutional level.
A few weeks ago the 5th year Architecture design studio won first place
in the Charter for New Urban (CNU)
Design Awards for 2017, a group that
according to the CNU website, “recognize
exemplary work by CNU members and
their allies who design and build places
people love.” We are proud of course of
the professional excellence that led to
their receiving of what is considered the
world’s preeminent award in this field,
but even more so of the award’s focus
on projects that make a difference in
people’s lives.
We are further humbled by the reality
that it was a current Andrews University
student from Durban, South Africa, who
conceived and led out in this project to
make a difference in the shanty town he
knew from his childhood. The class and
its teachers embraced his passion and a
wonderful result ensued.
These are just two examples of how
during this past academic year Andrews
University students, along with the University, have said to the community, local
and international, that we are serious
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about the connection between what we
learn, our faith, and our commitment to
bring positive change.
One of my favorite biblical passages is
Isaiah 58, where God makes clear to the
Israelites that worship is meaningless if it
does not lead to our accepting responsibility to act with grace and love in our personal relationships and in our communities.
That always has been something Andrews
University has taken seriously. Many of
you have modeled what it means to make a
difference with the education you received
at this University. Thank you.
Now, in 2017, we continue to find relevant ways to engage in those connections.
Just as one example, on September 14,
2017 we will have Change Day—a morning
taken from our normal routines to reach
out in support of myriad community
needs—more on that later. I want you to
know that making a difference in the lives
of others is still an imperative at your alma
mater. Paraphrasing one of our graduation
speakers this year, “If you are an Andrews
University graduate and you have not love
for those that God loves then…..?”
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Preamble

Dear Friends of Andrews,

FOCUS | Winter 2017

Visit Andrews University’s
YouTube page to view recent
events, including Spring
Graduation services and
year-end Chapels.

My mother attended EMC (now AU) in the
1920s and I attended 30 years later in the
50s for three semesters (1955–57). Andrews
will always have a place in my heart and
although my time there was brief I have
memories which are still very much with
me. Merlene Ogden was my Freshman
Comp teacher, her first year of college
teaching. It heartens me greatly to see her
name and picture often in FOCUS.
I could mention several other teachers
that were such a blessing. I am a grateful
recipient of FOCUS and am thankful to
see the University is going forward as is
needed for our technological age.
May God bless all who attend and serve
at Andrews.
Thomas E Durst (att.)
Dear Editor,
I was quite heartened by the school’s response to the #ItIsTimeAU video. As a family, there certainly have been legitimate
hurts, real healing, and continued growth.
The Andrews my great uncle attended is
not the Andrews I love, or the one I am
excited my son will attend!
I studied architecture between 2003
and 2008, and had the opportunity to lead
the Student Movement, Graduate Student
Association and Caribbean Club. I saw
instances of racism, but more often I saw
an administration taking deliberate efforts
Hardbound/Deluxe Edition

Letters are always welcome.
To ensure a range of viewpoints, we
encourage letters of fewer than 300
words. Letters may be edited for
content, style and space.
By mail:
FOCUS Editor
8700 W Campus Circle Dr
Andrews University
Berrien Springs MI 49104
By email:
focus@andrews.edu
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Andwele Worrell (MArch ’08)

Andrews University is partnering
with PCI, a Texas company, an
industry leader in production
and publishing of alumni
directories. Accordingly, you
may receive a request to update
your information by calling PCI
or submitting your information
online. Please take a few minutes
to respond. This process is
critical to Andrews University and our ability to serve you, our alums. If you
would like to learn more about this project, please visit our informational
page by going to alumni.andrews.edu/2017directory. Thank you for your
participation in this important project.
ALUMNI TODAY DIRECTORY
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and initiatives, to purposefully embrace
and capitalize on the campus’ diversity
and bring people together. In student life
and academia, I experienced an amazingly
inclusive culture developing. International
tours, assembly speakers, photos in the
various publications, Fusion worship
service, international food fairs, and cafe
dishes from around the globe, testify to
something special, something meaningful.
In my major I took architectural courses on
Islamic, Caribbean and Ancient American
architecture. I always boast of my school,
how it challenged me to reach beyond
myself and to be concerned with the world
of people.
Following Andrews online and in
FOCUS, I see snippets of this story. I hope
your publication might give some room
to telling a fuller version of the Andrews
story. I believe there are thousands of persons, congregations, institutions and administrations who could learn the lessons
of bringing people from diverse places into
meaningful fellowship and purpose with
each other. Across the church, whether
on questions of ordination, worship and
music or how we arrange ourselves as
conferences—working harmoniously and
melding our cross-cultural knowledge to
inform the mission—is a skill we are still
developing. The Andrews community has
something to offer. May God bless you and
our dear AU.

ALUMNI TODAY DIRECTORY

Office of Alumni Services
8714 E Campus Circle Drive
Berrien Springs MI 49104
800-253-2874
alumni.andrews.edu
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Social Media

MAY 31

Andrews University
Health & Wellness

MAY 23

andrews_university One of the
most awe inspiring moments.
#auroraborealis #iceland
#ultimateIceland #auvad
#ullomphoto #travelphotography

sbaandrews Andrews Enactus
team received 3rd place in their
league in the Opening Round of the
Enactus US National Expo. #AUedu
#EnactusAndrews #enactususa

MAY 31

Andrews University Biology 12 lucky
biology students went on a 2-week
excursion to learn about the ecology
and natural history of Cuba.

“Very excited for
THE JACKIE FILM
to have won an
AWARD OF MERIT
at the CLIFF Film
Festival in Canada
this past weekend!”
www.thejackiefilm.com

MAY 10
JUNE 8

MAY 1

andrews_university Before the
rain came a bit of sun snuck
through the clouds, lighting up
these flowers at the globe entrance
to all their seasonal brilliance.
#spring#swmichigan #tulips
#color

andrews_university The day’s not
over! Dinner with friends at Baguette
de France (a local favorite) before
Virtual Preview. #takeovertuesday
#auedu #lifeofarecruiter

INSTAGRAM

Andrews University A tower of giraffes viewed on the Andrews University
Tanzania Study Tour. (Photo by Don May, asst provost/assoc dean)

andrews_university

Andrews University
Religion Department

TWITTER

Scenes from
our Honduras
Field School of
Evangelism. Lots
more to come.

@AndrewsUniv

@AndrewsUniv • May 2

Exec. Chef Brinegar:
“Healthy food can heal. It
can also be gorgeous.”
@DwightKNelson • May 6

Here’s what happens
when u sit on the front
row 4 graduation—selfie
requests from pretty
happy seniors
@AndrewsUniv

MAY 31

FACEBOOK
@andrewsuniversity

YOUTUBE

@AndrewsUniv • May 10

Nursing School Lessons:
We are wonderfully made;
The little things count;
It’s important to know
yourself. —Jayme, senior
#NursesWeek #auedu

Andrews University School of Architecture & Interior Design
—https://youtu.be/yakp--ysCiU —Take a few minutes and watch this
new in-process video about Umbumbulu house project that our students
designed and is now being built by Wandile Mthiyane!
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