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A few weeks ago I was privileged to speak
at a North American Division mission conference. My topic was Adventist education
and if it really was preparing graduates to be
“a light to the world,” either in the traditional terms of evangelism and ministry, or
through engagement with the community in
serving the huge human needs of this country and world. As I considered that question
I thought naturally of Andrews University.
“Change the World” is part of our motto, but
do we do that?
I admit that I am humbled by how much
students, staff and faculty initiate in their
desire to make a difference in the brokenness of the world. This last week I heard of
one student receiving a grant from a local
authority to continue a literacy project he
has initiated in Benton Harbor. This is not
a class project but a need he saw and responded to; many students have joined him,
again, just because they could and wanted to. This same week I heard of another
student who has received an award from the
American Institute of Architecture Students
for his engagement in making a difference
through his discipline in a shantytown in
South Africa. His project was not a class
either, although a professor and classmates
have now joined him to fulfill his dream of
making a difference. And also this last week
I had a conversation with a student taking a
dual degree: MDiv and MA Communication.
He had not wanted to come to Andrews. He
was sure it would do nothing for him. Now
he says he loves Andrews University, even
loves Berrien Springs. Why? First of all, the
caring attitude of faculty. Second, the opportunities he has had to make a difference in
the local community.
As you can imagine, this has been an
encouraging week for me when it comes to
the commitment of the Andrews community
to mission. That does not mean we could not
do more and do better. A passage I used in
my presentation at the mission conference
as a “lighthouse passage” (one that keeps us
focused on our mission) was Ezekiel 47. In
this chapter a shallow stream of water flows

Seek Knowledge. Affirm Faith. Change the World.

out of the temple, but as it moves beyond the
temple it expands and becomes deeper and
wider until it becomes a river, which then
flows into the sea. Fish of all kinds swim
in it, trees grow by the sides with leaves
that never wither. The ground is “healed”
by the presence of this unstoppable flow of
water. To me, this is a wonderfully evocative image of the impact that a Seventh-day
Adventist university can and should have
in its community. It is also a reminder of
the core of the gospel at a time of year when
we celebrate the birth of Christ and reflect
on how we can make a difference in a new
year—2017. Andrews University—students,
alumni, employees—are and can be the part
of that river that touches and changes and
heals the community around.
I conclude with a quote from Ellen White,
“All the varied capabilities that men possess—of mind and soul and body—are
given them by God, to be so employed as
to reach the highest possible degree of excellence. But this cannot be a selfish and
exclusive culture; for the character of God,
whose likeness we are to receive, is benevolence and love. Every faculty, every attribute, with which the Creator has endowed
us, is to be employed for his glory and for
the uplifting of our fellow-men. And in this
employment is found its purest, noblest,
and happiest exercise.” CE 64.1
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Inaugurates Sixth President
by Becky St. Clair
 he inauguration of Andrea Luxton was a
T
momentous occasion on campus, replete with
many traditional and memorable moments.
We’ve included much of President Luxton’s
address and encourage you to view the entire
inauguration and photo gallery online.

Homecoming 2016

ON THE COVER: Andrea
Luxton leads the way out of
Pioneer Memorial Church
after her inauguration as the
sixth president of Andrews
University. She is followed
by Artur Stele, general vice
president of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church and chair
of the Andrews University
Board of Trustees and
Daniel Jackson, president,
North American Division of
Seventh-day Adventists.
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Official Kickoff of Health &
Wellness Center Campaign
by Pat Spangler
 fter four years in the quiet phase of fundraising,
A
the public campaign to raise the final $2M for
the new Health & Wellness Center was launched
at the opening Spirit of Philanthropy Banquet of
the 2016 Alumni Homecoming Weekend.
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Preamble

FOCUS | Summer 2016

Dear Editor,
Just got the summer 2016 FOCUS.
I was immediately anxious to
discover who the attractive and
happy ladies on the cover were.
The article on page 4 says they
are from the “island of Honduras.” I have been to the country
of Honduras and it is definitely
not an island.
Are they in fact from the Bay
Islands of Honduras—Roatan,
etc. or was this a mistake by
someone who didn’t do well in
geography class?
The issue, as usual, is very
attractive.

“I envision an institutional culture at Andrews University that instinctively values
people because we are listening to them. Each person would feel they have a voice
and share the responsibility to make a difference by being at this place. This would
create a culture where we affirm faith that is always a part of the University’s fabric,
where the Christian story, the Adventist story is inescapably heard. Where we seek
knowledge through academic excellence and learn deeply as prowess in research
becomes integral to the campus story.” —President Andrea Luxton
“The Andrews Story” was premiered at the 2016 presidential inauguration
of Andrea Luxton on Tuesday, October 25. Experience President Luxton’s
vision for the future of Andrews University in this short film.
Visit the Andrews University Facebook page to watch this short documentary film

Sincerely,
Donald A. Short (MA ’60)
EDITOR’S NOTE: Yes, that should
have been clarified in the article. They
are actually from the island of Roatan.

Don’t forget to write
Letters are always welcome.
To ensure a range of viewpoints, we
encourage letters of fewer than 300
words. Letters may be edited for
content, style and space.
By mail:
FOCUS Editor
8700 W Campus Circle Dr
Andrews University
Berrien Springs MI 49104
By email:
focus@andrews.edu
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Comments Solicited for Accreditation
Andrews University is seeking comments from the public about the University in
preparation for its periodic evaluation by its regional accrediting agency. The University
will host a visit March 13–14, 2017, with a team representing the Higher Learning
Commission. Andrews University has been accredited by HLC since 1939. The team will
review the institution’s ongoing ability to meet HLC’s Criteria for Accreditation.
The public is invited to submit comments regarding the university to the following address:
Public Comment on Andrews University
Higher Learning Commission
230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500
Chicago IL 60604-1411
The public may also submit comments on HLC’s website at www.hlcommission.org/comment.
Comments must address substantive matters related to the quality of the institution or its
academic programs. Comments must be in writing.
All comments must be received by February 12, 2017.

OCTOBER 31

NOVEMBER 22

Social Media

NOVEMBER 9

Andrews University

andrews_university Good morning
from J.N. Andrews Boulevard! #fall
#swmichigan #lovingthecolors
#morningview

andrews_university Sam’s
chicken today at the Terrace
Cafe! #notrealchicken #nomnom
#happythanksgiving #lunch

AUGUST 11

Andrews University Gymnics
(Heidi Ramirez, handstand overseas)

“Join us in PMC
tonight at 7 as
we collectively
pray for our
country and its
new leader.”

SEPTEMBER 7

NOVEMBER 10

NOVEMBER 29

andrews_university Chapel parking
lot. #campustransportation
#skateboards #green
#environmentallyfriendly
#aulivewholly

andrews_university How’s your
day? Comment and tell us what’s
up. #thankfulandrews #auedu
#feelslikespringtoday #ifonly

INSTAGRAM
andrews_university

TWITTER
@AndrewsUniv

@AndrewsUniv • Nov. 16

BEWARE THE MUTANT VEGGIE DOG!!! No really–
it’s science! Check out recent research & creative
scholarship at http://andrews.edu . #auedu
@AndrewsUniv • Oct 25

Johnsson: “In any role, Andrea is a stand-out
person. But more than that she is Christian and
unapologetically Adventist.” #newchapters

Andrews University Student Association (The Student Movement,
Andrews University’s student-run newspaper, just launched its new
website, www.austudentmovement.com! #AUStudentMovement)
Andrews University Department of English

OCTOBER 28

“Dr. Valerie Lee, the John O. Waller
lecturer, visits the Much Ado About
English class, discussing Harriet
Jacobs’s Incidents in the Life of a
Slave Girl and other topics with
student questioners.”

FACEBOOK
@andrewsuniversity

YOUTUBE

@AndrewsUniv • Oct 25

“Board of Trustees, you have made the right
decision in selecting Dr. Luxton.” ~ Artur Stele,
board chair #inauguration #newchapters
@AndrewsUniv • Oct 23

“Prepping food for check stop 2.
60 miles to go and not even
out of breath. #100milerun
#aulivewholly

Andrews Mannequin Challenge—https://youtu.be/wNjSy4_s9Bc
Around 100 Andrews University students gathered in the Campus Center
to accept the mannequin challenge on Wednesday, November 9, 2016.
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