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in focus
The Maestra
Even as a kid playing softball on the vacant lot next to her house, I knew her as
Merlene—the audaciousness of being able to call an adult by her first name.
She organized a weekly game for the kids in the neighborhood, a group ranging in age
from about seven to 12 years and comprised of both boys and girls.
It was an ambitious endeavor keeping everyone focused on the game, teaching us to
play competitively and cooperatively. But Merlene organized like a maestro, pitching,
umpiring and coaching from the pitcher’s mound (really, just a highly trafficked dirt spot
in the middle of the vacant lawn). She praised and exhorted, directing us simultaneously,
never losing a beat or the attention of the entire group.
These were skills she had clearly honed while playing on Nebraska State Championship
teams during her own softballing days.
I knew little about Merlene’s day job at the time, but on campus our fearless softball
pitcher and sports guru was known as Dr. Merlene Ogden, professor of English, assistant
dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and director of honors. This was also the one
and only Dr. Ogden, who led European Study Tours with the same hustle and energy
that kept our young minds tuned into ball-strike counts, remembering “where the play’s
gonna be” and running the bases as hard as we could.
And for all her many achievements and contributions to Andrews University over
the years—and they are many!—it is the legacy of her European Study Tours for which
Merlene is most well known and fondly remembered by alumni.
Although I never had the pleasure of going on a European tour with Dr. Ogden, tagging along as a youngster on a spring break study tour to Colonial Williamsburg, Va. gave
me a taste of the kind of pace and experience one might have. And all reports seem to
indicate that those tours were at least as full-throttle as any of our weekly neighborhood
softball games.
In her Time Pieces article in this issue, Meredith Jones Gray, a member of the 1974
European Study Tour, chronicles Dr. Ogden’s first tour in 1964, which began the
longstanding tradition (she continues to lead travel tours, including a South African trip
scheduled for this fall).
More recently, academic departments across campus have developed their own study
tour traditions, some of which we feature in this issue. From architecture to English, behavioral sciences to religion, these tours offer students educational experiences that won’t
soon be forgotten.
Thanks to six student writers (Daniel Bedell, Cristina Caballero, Vanessa Correa,
Krissy Denslow, Andrew Gerard, and George Sittlinger) and one faculty member (Glenn
Russell), readers of Focus can share in these life-changing experiences—encounters with
distant cultures, histories and art—that these trips abroad provide.
We close our features with Daniel Bedell’s photo essay, “Faces of India,” perhaps the
most provocative of these personal journeys. Daniel wrestles with finding meaning in his
own western lifestyle as a result of touring the northwestern region of India,
where his camera lens found both hope and perseverance despite widespread poverty and poor health care.
We hope this collection of tour experiences prompts your own recollection of encounters that proved truly educational and life-changing!
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by Daniel Bedell
		
		Junior Daniel Bedell composed this photo essay of his impressions of the people
he encountered while on a recent study tour of India. Daniel’s textured black
and white photographs coupled with his thoughts, memories and sometimeepiphanies make for a dramatic personal journey.
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		by Cristina Cabellero, George Sittlinger, Krissy Denslow, Vanessa Correa,
Glenn Russell, and Andrew Gerard
		
		Bringing them to places as varied as Brazil and Austria, India and Lebanon, many
students are taking advantage of the study and travel opportunities offered by
departments across campus. We showcase seven of these recent tours, accounts
written by six students and one faculty member who have taken their educational
experiences out of the classroom and moved them on site.
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There are few Andrews traditions as beloved and fondly recalled as that of having
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taken (and survived) an Ogden Study Tour. Under the direction of Dr. Merlene
Ogden, professor emeritus, the tours have been a fixture in the academic and social life of the institution. A tour alum herself, Meredith Jones Gray writes about
the tour’s beginnings in this installment of Time Pieces.
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This stunning cover photo of Machu Picchu was taken by Daniel Pickett, a student
in the religion department, while on the Department of Behavioral Sciences Peru
Study Tour.
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