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in focus
business with Pleasure
One of the real pleasures of working at
Andrews is the daily interaction I have with
colleagues. And working on Focus pushes me
into places I might not otherwise venture.
Many of these visits buoy my belief in this
university and what it stands for. The preparation for this issue was no exception.
A caveat. Academics, and those who work
with them, are an interesting group. We are
generally a critical bunch. Ideas must be
thought and rethought, tested and assessed,
sometimes run through a committee or twelve,
and then we’ll eventually agree to disagree.
And this is just in personal conversation, never
mind the larger business of the institution.
But even in this culture, where some might say that nothing ever gets done
quickly, there are those who push us forward. Sometimes they challenge a
way of thinking, sometimes they just know how to get things moving, and
sometimes they have skills that help us reinvent ourselves. So it is with three
individuals who play a prominent role in this issue.
In his interview with me, Ron Whitehead, assistant to the president for
spiritual life, proved to be charismatic and purpose-driven. His firm belief in
God and what God’s leading is doing (and can do) at Andrews is inspiring.
Just as inspiring was the contact I had with Bill Richardson, whose philosophical and ethical consideration of “right-to-life, right-to-die” issues can be
found in this issue. As Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, Bill’s willingness to write for Focus at a time when budget meetings and decisions
dominated administrators’ schedules is an indication of his own belief in
what Andrews should be about.
Finally in working on this issue, Martin Lee, the university’s web coordinator and a colleague I’ve worked with over the last couple years at University
Relations, further demonstrated to me his technical wizardry, which should
enhance the university’s presence on the worldwide web for years to come.
Martin’s high standards even showed themselves as together we edited and
re-edited the web articles you’ll find here.
I’m proud of my colleagues, but even more importantly, I’m privileged to
work with them and share in our university’s mission.
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