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Good universities have the
ability to stay young while
growing old. Andrews has
learned that lesson to near perfection as you will notice in this issue of
Focus. Yes the institution was founded in Battle Creek 135 years ago. It
reopened as Emmanuel Missionary College in Berrien Springs 106 years ago
now. And it became Andrews 50 years ago. We are coming of age, but we are
not growing old—just take a look around campus and see how young we are.
Observe the hundreds of new students just barely 18 years of age milling
about the 67-year old Nethery Hall. Or think of the 80+ trees lining the new
university entrance planted barely two years ago, so young and spindly
compared to the 110-year old wrinkled Norwegian spruces still standing
so many years after President Sutherland planted them along the original
college entrance. In this issue of Focus, there are two articles illustrating
this very point. One deals with our 50-year celebration as a university
which Elder Jan Paulsen, General Conference president, helped us kick off;
the other reports on the latest in student learning—a story of five teachers
who took their students, their classrooms, their textbooks and laptops to
Tanzania to offer 12 college credits during the month of May.
There is a lesson in this for educators and Christians. A good college
education has to do with learning what has been while discovering what is
yet to come. Our future and the future of our civilization depend upon its
success. Perhaps that is why university campuses often look so old, but are
preoccupied with what is so new. Our campus with its high-tech Howard
Performing Arts Center next to old gnarled trees that would have a story to
tell if they could talk, and seasoned professors in their tweeds mixing with
fresh-faced students in jeans and T-shirts on their way to class, texting as
they go, is a picture of learning what has been and discovering what is yet
to come.
Also Christians—not least Adventist Christians—have a lesson to learn
from the experience of staying young while growing old. Our church, like
our university, is getting of age. The Adventist church is about the same age
as Andrews (11 years older in fact), but it must remain young in faith if it is
to have a future. And that happens when its members like our students find
new and invigorating ways to learn and believe. Andrews is a good place for
that to happen.
My father died years ago from an ailment, but while still alive and well he
promised that no matter how old he would become he would remain young
of heart and mind. He kept that promise. It is a promise Andrews is making
in this anniversary year. I invite you to remember that Andrews is old
enough to celebrate a half century of exemplary Adventist higher education,
but there is nothing old about what we do here, as students and teachers,
books and laptops under their arms, pursue education in ways some of us
never thought possible a few years ago. It is a whole new world of teaching
and learning, and I think it holds promise for a better future.
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“ Rethinking Education” was the theme as we reminisced about the time
period that led to the momentous 1959 decision which resulted in the
formation of Andrews University.
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Donald May’s masterful photography illustrates the stories of three
professors who accompanied 27 students on a three-week interdisciplinary
study tour of the African country of Tanzania.
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The Howard Center presents...Soweto
Gospel Choir—not to be missed

	Come and enjoy the full weekend of activities planned for you and your
family. Plan to wear your international attire for the flag raising ceremony
on Friday evening. World-renowned artist Nathan Greene is looking for
different nationalities for a painting commissioned for the 2010 GC Session.
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Wild education

The cover photo of Andreanne Cadet, senior psychology major, was taken by
Donald May (MA ‘87) at the orphanage run by Arusha University College
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