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I’m First
This year Andrews University enrolled 763
international students on campus. Of these
452 are visa students, meaning that they came
here on a student visa. The remaining 311 are international students with American residence,
meaning that they belong to an international or immigrant family living in the U.S.
Andrews is not the only university attracting international students, far from it. Most Adventist colleges and universities enroll some, but Andrews has a larger share than most both in
our church and in the country, because of our international church family. Some international
students come here because an American education is still highly prized around the world. All
told, last year 820,000 international students enrolled in U.S. colleges and universities.
When talking to our international or immigrant students I quickly realize that many of them
come from circumstances and places where a college education is not as readily available as in
this country. Some of them are first generation students. Their parents are not college graduates and some have no real idea of what it means to apply to a college, become a college level
student, complete the degree requirements and graduate. They may have college friends, but no
college family. Each of them can proudly claim: “I’m first in my family.”
Our country and our church are full of first generation students, whether national or international. In fact it is estimated that 25 percent of the undergraduate student population in
four-year colleges have parents with no college experience, according to the National Center for
Education Statistics. An additional 25 percent have parents with some college education, but
no degree. Fully half of undergraduate students come from homes that have never experienced
a college graduation. Some of these students also come from less affluent families with a deep
concern about paying for college and worse, managing student debt after graduation. Obviously
the temptation to drop out is ever present.
A national organization, The Center for Student Opportunity, started a support program with a
web page named “I’m First,” offering advice and anecdotes from those who have gone before. At
Andrews we rely on our advisors and Student Success Center to provide support. But in truth we
can all support those students, whether we are teachers, relatives, pastors or campus staff who
often get very close to these “first” students.
Recently the Council of Independent Colleges (CIC) released a report of 10 best practices to
promote first generation student success. Here are a few pointers from that report.
1. Recruit first generation students continually (attending college does not come naturally).
2. Bring them to campus early to help them feel comfortable (a campus can be a scary place).
3.	Help meet their special needs, e.g. selecting a major, offering support on days of discouragement (there is not always much help coming from home).
4. Mentors are invaluable.
5.	Keep in touch with their families (they need assurance that their children are in the right
way).
6. The financial pressures may need some easing along the way.
7. Get them involved in the community and make college fun.
Adventists have a long commitment to college, so our first-timers may be fewer, but we have
them, and they belong in college just like everyone else. The church family depends on all its
members being well educated. Unemployment for college graduates is less than half the general
unemployment rate; these first-timers are just as smart as anyone else—but some of them may
not be too sure of it. So let us give them a lift.
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Experience the highlights of this year’s packed program of events and
celebrations, including honored alumni and classes, the first-ever Andrews
Treasures Exhibition, a festive and fun parade, the harvest picnic, concerts,
basketball and much more.

46 Annual Report

 his year’s Annual Report includes reports from the president and University
T
Advancement, donor and student profiles, endowment updates, additional
financial information and possibly even your name in the list of donors from this
past fiscal year. Thank you for your faithful generosity to further the educational
mission of Andrews University.
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On the cover: Trustmore Parangeta, a student in the Master of Divinity program, raises the flag of Zimbabwe,
his home country, for the International Flag Raising Ceremony held during Alumni Homecoming Weekend.
Photo by Christa McConnell, IMC student photographer.
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