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The state of Adventist education is often expressed
in one word, or rather one number—enrollment—
also at Andrews. “What is the enrollment?” is
the question about Andrews I hear most often,
especially off campus. The talk on campus, thank
God, while not oblivious to that important number,
does branch out into other topics. The growth and
future direction of our University need that. Here are
four “strategic” topics we will discuss on campus
this year.
Global engagement: Ever since it became a university in 1959, Andrews has been engaged
globally. It is evidenced by the “affiliation and extension” programs we operated abroad for
years and still do. A quick glance at the bound theses and dissertations in the library reads
like an international roster of Adventist leaders and scholars. With the arrival of Griggs
University (2010) our new School of Distance Education can deliver education anywhere in
the world without the purchase of a single airplane ticket! But that access has also brought
our home campus to the attention of many international students who like to come here.
The recent growth in our School of Business Administration is one indication of this new
development.
Academics matter: Our remarkable ratio of 45% graduate to 55% undergraduate students
is financially possible because most graduate students prepare for professions such as
ministry, teaching, social work, architecture, business, physical therapy, nursing, etc. Additionally, Andrews is blessed with church subsidies earmarked for the more costly graduate
programs, requiring time consuming research. Andrews is also breaking new ground in
undergraduate research, supported by our research office and honors program. It leads to
active, participatory learning, and it is the most effective way to prepare students for graduate education and for the workplace. We plan to do more of that across campus.
Explore Andrews: This expression is new and perhaps somewhat puzzling. It takes us
to the heart of the wide-ranging public debate over American higher education: It is too
costly, takes too long, lacks consistent quality, does not lead to gainful employment and
gets students into more debt. Not all this is true. For example, student loans paid 22 percent
of the “college bill” in 2014, down from 27 percent the previous two years according to the
Sallie Mae bank. But in truth not all college students stay focused. Some drift or “swirl”
through college. Andrews is putting together a new initiative to capture these students, get
their credits transferred in, help them identify their sphere of interest, move them toward a
major, a timely graduation and on to a life full of rewards and purpose. A new appointment
and a reassignment will lead this innovative initiative.
Health and Wellness on campus and institutional mission: Even with all the distance
education on the market, Andrews remains a residential university, and that means our
educational mission touches all areas of student life—physical, mental, social and spiritual.
Therefore, we press ahead this year with the preparation for the health and wellness initiative, opening new health related programs (master’s programs in speech-language pathology & audiology and health education), developing the health and wellness center, hiring
its program director, further clarifying our goals for both campus and community health
and wellness. It is an important part of our historic mission that will keep our education
uniquely Adventist, committed to the development of the physical, mental and spiritual
gifts with which our students have been endowed by their Creator.
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Gunter Koch turns 90 years old in November and leads a very active, engaging life.

18 Twenty Years of Vision and Leadership

by Meredith Jones Gray
	
Niels-Erik Andreasen is the longest-serving president of any higher educational
institution in the North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists. His
outstanding two decades of leadership and service to Andrews University are
historic and significant.

28 Legacy Students

	
As new students were welcomed to campus on Sunday, Sept. 17, they were invited
to take a photo with their parent or guardian for this first-ever collage. Welcome to
Andrews University!
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