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Once upon a time college graduates
were well-read, articulate, polite,
smart, witty, ready to play with their
young nephews and nieces and always helpful to their grandparents! Thank God, most still are,
but not all. Somehow college education and good manners do not always go together, and that is
a great pity.
The evidence of this loss of manners is everywhere to be seen, not only among recent
graduates, but sad to say also among others old enough to know better, and the result is sad and
troubling. The level and tone of public discourse by some of our national leaders in recent years
has set a poor example for the common citizens to follow—and all of them are college graduates!
What would happen if merchants, journeymen, civil servants and local officials spoke to their
clients, customers, or patrons in that way!
On the international scene things are equally discouraging. Think about much of the communication by prominent national and international figures whose very words are reported daily for
all to read. It is frequently completely unworthy of the real daily struggles faced by the common
people who are caught in political, military or economic turmoil, often enough as a result of
the rude, misleading and deceptive communication of their leaders. Whatever did they learn in
college!
Certain messages that cross my desk or my iPad from the “pen” and “mind” of Christians are
equally discouraging. Some are not even true, and many are neither courteous nor kind. Do
we really have to speak like this to and about each other to make a point, or can we follow the
instructions of Jesus who taught us to use a simple “yes” and “no” (Matt. 5:37) to register our
views? I believe common courtesy is so important and bad manners so destructive that Christian
colleges should address both in the education we offer our students who will become our future
leaders. That can be accomplished in our campus and classroom conversation, in the reading
and writing we assign, wherever ideas are exchanged in our institutions—common (Christian)
courtesy must be on display. There is a reason for that.
Both secular society and the Christian community have a clearly marked way of dealing with
sin. Christians (representing God) can forgive us for our sins, as we say in the Lord’s Prayer, and
the public represented by the courts and according to its laws can punish us for our sins. But
what about bad manners? Neither the church nor the public has a ready solution for dealing
with bad manners—except for education in good manners. That too is part of our educational
mission, and no small part I dare say.
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by Stephen Payne
Many students are unsure where they should focus their future goals when they
attend college. It’s a well-known fact that many students change their majors
multiple times before they graduate. The new Explore Andrews program aims
to help those students discover their true calling by better understanding their
strengths and setting a clear path for their future, as they begin their college years.
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Dubbed an “evening of fun and recognition,” this annual event had a record
number of awards for years-of-service, teaching excellence, research, spiritual
leadership and staff excellence in service. Each year we are blessed to hear of the
selfless service of so many Andrews University staff and faculty.

18

Honoring
excellence

departments
2
4
9
10

from the President’s desk
campus update
Howard happenings
faculty & staff

9
26
27
30
32

alumni calendar
alumni news
class notes
life stories

On the cover: Aaron Moushon (right), director of the new Explore Andrews program and director of career and
personal development, enjoys getting to know students on campus.
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