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48:1 Hebrew Misgab 48:2 A city of Moab 48:4 Following
uses masculine and feminine pronouns mterchangeably in

The Hebrew Bible mentions Chemosh (or Kemo3) eight

times—three specifically as the god of the Moabites (1 Kings
“The Old Testament refers to Moab as

/ 11:5, 33; 2 Kings 23:13)
/ the ‘people of Chemosh”twice (Num. 21:29; Jer. 48:46). In ad-
dition, a prophetic oracle predicts Moab’s downfall and loss
r 48:7, 13, 46). Solo-

of confidence in their god Chemosh (Je
mon built a high place for the deity on the Mount of Olives

(1 Kings 11:7; 2 Kings 23:13). Chemosh in the Bible is always
recognized as a Moabite god, except for Judges 11:24 (unless
perhaps Moab and Ammon were allied in this battle, but this
is not mentioned).

Chgmosh is primarily known as the patron deity of the
Moabites, a situation analogous to Yahweh of Israel. However
other peoples of the Ancient Near East worshipped him as,
early as the third millennium BC. The name Kamis (?Ka-mi-is)
shows up in an archive in Palace G at Ebla in a deity list dating

[ - Ray, Jr "kemosh and Moabite Religion,” 17-31
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was the Greek name for the territory east of the Jordan
r during the Roman period. Josephus (Wars 3.341) de-
od it as extending from Machaerus in the south to Pella

- the north and from Philadelphia (Rabbah-Amman) to the
dan River, east tO west, with its capital at Gadara (Umm
and delivered him ::g Fusebius (Onomasticon 32.5-7; 33.5-7; and 136.7, 13;
1 pay all that was 183) further identified its northern exte
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horderand Madaba as outsid

e River Amon (Wadi Mujib)

ad compassion on
d pity on you?’

nt as being near
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e of the territory or roughly from
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The name Perea seems 1O have been derived from the
thiase “beyond the Jordan” (cf. Matt. 4:25, Mark 3:8, John

) will do to you if
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s created. Genesis 1:27; 5:2 19:5 ‘Genesis 2:24 19: .
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326, and Josephus, Wars 24.57), a translation from the He-
brew and Aramaic name. While Josephus frequently men-
tions it, the NT, except in variant readin

gs of Luke 6:17, does
not employ the term Pereg, along witl

h Judea and Galilee,
were Jewish districts (Bava Batra 3:2). During NT times, Gal-
ilean Jews went through the territory

of Perea to avoid trav-
eling through Samaria on the way to Jerusalem. Jesus and
his disciples also used this route (Luke 17:11; 1831, 35;19:1),
spending occasional periods in Perea (Matt. 19:1; John 10:40;
11:7). He was baptized there (Matt. 3:13; John 1:28). Perea
was the region where John the Baptist was active during his
ministry (John 1:28). T

his was also where he died (Josephus,
Antiquities 185.116-119).




A place name (meaning “rock”), itis associated with sités on

both side of the Jordan River. They include:
. A spot connected with the border of the Amor-

> \ ites (Judg. 1:36) at the Ascent of Akrabbim (Scor-
J  pions),in the Negev.
| . A site mentioned in the woe-oracle

Watch agzinst Moab (isa. 16:1), in Transjor-
Video Here ar

. A fortified Edomite site i

Transjordan conquered by

Amaziah, king of Judah

(2 Kings 14:7; 2 Chron.

25:11, 12), possibly also
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Sela—2Kings 14:7

mentioned metaphorically in lsaiah 42:11. Formem
identified with Umm el-Bayyarah at Petra (anothg
name for “rock”), the lack of archaeological evidence f

occupation there before the 7th century BC disqualified
it in favor of the site of es-Sela’, further north, near Tifill
that does have evidence for occupation from as earlya;
the Oth century BC. In addition, the last king of Baby-
lon (Nabonidus) invaded Edom on his way to Teima,in
Arabia, in 552 BC, and the Edomites may have suffered
the same fate as the Jews (the killing of children; cf.Ps
137:9). A relief recently found on a cliff across from the
site has a very worn cuneiform inscription along wih
Neo-Babylonian divine symbols and a standing figured!

king Nabonidus.



The Brook Zered—numbers 21:11, 12

During biblical times, Brook Zered (Heb, nahal zered), modern
Wadi el-Hesa, formed a natural border between the territories
of Moab and Edom in present-day Jordan. At the end of the
period of wilderness wanderings (Deut. 2:14), the children of
srael encamped at lye-Abarim (lit. “ruins of Abarim”) (Num.
21:11-12; 33:44), on the opposite side of Moab, before cross-
ing the valley of the Zered, close to where it empties into the

southeastern plain of the Dead Sea. There they would en-
counter the Amorites.

Other biblical passages refer t”
stream bed” (2 Kings 3:16), the

6:14) and the “Brook of the Willows (\?a. 15:7). p—
Starting in the Arabian Desert region 'of. easnorthwester\y
dan. the Brook Zered heads 56 km (35 mi) in a O e Safi, 2
direrction before discharging into the Dead Sea ! rﬁa;'g'ma\
site associated with biblical Zoar. Wh}\e the area T wadi
for dry farming, a recent archaeological survey ot  hited
has yielded numerous ancient sites which were in ,

except for a few periods, from the Paleolithic until the present.
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