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The 2011 Excavations at Tall Jalul
Andrews University continued excavations at Jalul during the 2011 season. The excavations

on the tell were directed by Randall Younker, Paul Z. Gregor and Paul Ray. The excavation in the
Islamic village (not reported on here) was directed by Reem al-Shqour, with Elizabeth Lesnes as
the Field Supervisor.  Around 40 faculty, including Dr. Denis Fortin, Dean of the Theological
Seminary at Andrews University, and students from Andrews University, the University of North
Carolina (Wilimgton), and the University of Puerto Rico, served as square supervisors and techni-
cians. Hanadi Taher was the representative for the Department of Antiquities of Jordan.  

Excavations on the tell occurred in two areas this season: Field G, along the SE side of the tell
along with Field W (water system), and Field C, on the west side, below the acropolis.

The goal for this season in Field G was to complete the excavation of a pillared building, found
in earlier seasons, next to the city wall. As of this season, the building now exhibits four rooms:
one on the south (where the pottery cache was found in 2009), two in the center of the building (E
and W, respectively), and a northern room. It is possible that there was yet another room to the
west of the two central rooms, but it appears to have been blocked off in the 7th century BC, being
partially destroyed by the construction of the water channel, at that time. Earlier thought to have
served as a tower at the corner of the city, the building now appears to be a domestic structure.  

Pillared Building in Field G. 
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The east wall of this building appears
to form part of the N-S stretch of the 9th
century BC city wall. It joins the E-W
stretch, found in 2007, forming the SE
corner of the city wall. The east central
room of the building is supported by two
pillars made of flat stones; the western
one is preserved to a height of over 2 m,
built with 9 courses of large, flat stones,
stacked on top of each other. The eastern
pillar, preserved only to a height of a little
over 1 m, has only 3 stones still stacked.
The roof of the north room was also sup-
ported by a pillar of stacked stones, of
which 5 are still standing.  There is also a
small N-S partition wall to the east of the
pillar that divides the room into two parts.  

Since the walls of the building are
bonded to the city wall on the east side,
and because ceramics dating to the 9th
century BC were found under and against
the foundation level of the city wall, and
under the floor of the building, it would
seem that its initial construction was at
this time.  However, the pottery on the
floors of the building date a little later, to
the 8th century BC, suggesting that the
building was continually occupied during
the 9th and 8th centuries BC.  The build-
ing was destroyed during the later part of
the 8th century BC.  Several objects were
found in the destruction layers, including
a goblet, a roof roller and a figurine.

In the 7th century BC, the building
was rebuilt and remodeled, probably in
conjunction with the construction of the
water channel immediately to the west
and south.  

Two additional squares were opened
in Field W in order to see if the water
channel, discovered in previous seasons,
continued to the north.  A small section of
the channel was discovered and seeming-
ly continues even farther to the north. In
addition, a 7th century BC wall was dis-
covered running parallel to a previously
excavated section of the channel.  It
appears that the wall belonged to a build-
ing whose southern wall was robbed out. 

Field W also revealed the presence of
occupation during the 8th century BC.
This is represented by a small wall and
three plastered surfaces, with only the top

surface associated with the wall, the other
two constructed probably earlier in the
century.  It is possible that these surfaces
served as a street, running along the edge
of the water reservoir that was discovered
this season. 

The reservoir is the earliest structure
in the Field, and was plastered at least 4
times before it went out of use. It appears
that the top of the reservoir’s wall was
under at least two of the above-mentioned
8th century BC floors. A small probe was
dug into its floor, which is 35 cm thick
and seems to have been built on bedrock.
The time of its initial construction is
unknown at present, but it existed during
the 9th century BC and was probably
used until the end of the 7th century BC.

The objectives in Field C were to
clarify the architectural plans of the two
major buildings previously found in the
field; the pillared house in the north part
of the field and the large “public” build-
ing in the southern part of the field.  

The northern wall of the pillared
house was exposed with the removal of
the north balk in two of the squares.  It
was a free-standing wall with two
entrances, one on either end.  The ceram-
ics found in association with the wall date

to the 7th century BC which confirms the
previous dating of the earliest phase for
this building.  The western entrance of the
north wall was blocked during the Persian
period reuse of the building.  

In the public building the southern
wall was more fully exposed by the
removal of the south balk of one square.
The wall was seen to form a bonded cor-
ner with the western wall of the building.
Removal of the balk, in a northern direc-
tion, exposed the rest of the western wall,
which is now fully exposed, and forms
bonded corners with the northern wall as
well.  Three walls of the public building
are now fully exposed.  On the east side
of the building, only a small stretch of the
wall has been found; the rest of the east
wall appears to have been robbed out. The
absence of a door in the other three walls
suggests that the opening to the public
building was on the east side. The pottery,
as in previous seasons, suggests an Iron
Age IIC/Persian period date for this build-
ing. In earlier seasons at least two cobble-
stone streets were exposed between the
two buildings. (Randall W. Younker, Paul
Z. Gregor and Paul J. Ray, Jr.)

The Reservoir in Field W.


