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considered in order to place the witnesses within history.  This circumstance is most 

readily apparent when one looks at the expositions of Beckwith and Munck.  Both can be 

seen as proponents of a contemporary-historical approach, or at least one that has a 

contemporary-historical emphasis.  The determination of where the witnesses exist in 

time, however, is not the same.  Beckwith locates the witnesses in the author's future, 

while Munck associates the witnesses with people and events in the near past to the 

composition of Revelation. 

The Degree to Which Symbolism Plays Role 

The argumentation of all the commentators studied here leads to another 

important issue involving a preconception about Revelation.  All of them raise the issue 

of the degree to which symbolism plays a role in Revelation, but they do so in different 

ways.  Haugg shows an openness to the presence of symbolism in Revelation, perhaps 

even seeing symbolism as the main means of communicating the meaning of the contents 

of the book.4  Furthermore, he puts a number of figurative views of the witnesses in 

opposition to a literal view of them.5  Todd premises his study of passages in Revelation 

on the idea that the literal text takes primacy in discerning the meaning of the contents of 

the book.6  Although not explicit, Todd pits figurative views of the witnesses against a 

literal view of them.7  He also takes the extra step of speaking about ways of 

                                                 

4Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 6, 120, 124. 

5Ibid., 112-113. 

6Todd, Six Discourses, v-xx. 

7Ibid., 191-205. 
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distinguishing symbolic elements in Revelation from literal ones.8  Beckwith seems to 

believe that symbolism plays a major role in presenting the meaning of the contents of 

Revelation.9  He offers brief remarks on how to interpret the symbolism in the book.10  

He also comments on figurative understandings of Rev 11:1-13 and of the two witnesses 

in particular, while maintaining his own literal view of the latter.11  Tan upholds the idea 

that the literal text takes primacy in discerning the meaning of the contents of 

Revelation.12  She also criticizes numerous figurative views of the witnesses, while 

maintaining a literal view of them.13  She too takes the extra step of speaking about ways 

of distinguishing symbolic elements in Revelation from literal ones.14  Munck shows an 

openness to seeing major entities in Revelation as symbolic through the choices that he 

makes in interpreting facets of Rev 11:1-13.15  Moreover, while he focuses his criticism 

on other literal views of the witnesses, he does acknowledge at least the existence of 

symbolic views.16  Meanwhile, Beale dismisses literal views of the witnesses and argues 

                                                 

8Ibid., xix-xx, 194-196. 

9Beckwith, Apocalypse, 249-255. 

10Ibid., 249-250. 

11Ibid., 585-586, 596. 

12Tan, "Defense," 61-62, 87, 115, 117, 130. 

13Ibid., 55-56, 58-78, 87-93, 104-114. 

14Ibid., 62, 130-131. 

15Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 17-49 passim. 

16Ibid., 8-13. 
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extensively for a symbolic interpretation.17  In fact, he premises his whole study of 

Revelation on the idea that symbolism plays a major role in presenting the meaning of the 

contents of the book.18  He goes further though by offering guidelines for identifying the 

symbols in Revelation and for interpreting them.19  Van de Kamp shows a clear openness 

to the presence of symbolism in Revelation, perhaps even seeing symbols as the main 

means of communicating meaning in the book.20  Maier shows an openness to seeing 

major entities in Revelation as symbolic through the choices that he makes in interpreting 

facets of Rev 11-13.21  His main discussion of the identity of the witnesses puts literal 

views in opposition to symbolic views.22  Müller gives primacy to symbolism for 

revealing the meaning in the contents of Revelation.23  Moreover, while he focuses his 

criticism on an alternative symbolic view of the witnesses, Müller does acknowledge at 

least literal views of them.24   

Like the issue of the proper interpretive approach, there is no question of the 

relevancy of the issue of the degree to which symbolism plays a role in Revelation.  

Answers to this issue can undoubtedly affect one's identification of the two witnesses.  

                                                 

17Beale, Book of Revelation, 572-608 passim. 

18Ibid., 50-69. 

19Ibid., 55-58. 

20Kamp, Openbaring, 42-43, 48-49, 281; cf. 35-36. 

21Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 451-506 passim; and Maier, Kapitel 12-22, 15-125 passim. 

22Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 470-472. 

23Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 44. 

24Ibid., 209. 
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The clearest divide among interpretations of the witnesses is over whether they are a 

symbol.  From the expositions presented, however, it is likewise evident that one's 

determinations concerning the degree to which symbolism plays a role in Revelation do 

not necessarily decide whether the witnesses are a symbol.  The conclusions regarding 

the degree of symbolism in Revelation are only a potential influence on the identity of the 

witnesses.  Other factors must be considered in deciding whether the witnesses are a 

symbol.  The exposition of Beckwith shows this most clearly.  His study of Revelation is 

premised on the primacy of symbolism in communicating the meaning in the contents of 

the book.  This preconception about the book does not preclude him from interpreting the 

two witnesses as literal figures.   

Distinguishing the Symbolic from the Literal 

The issue of the degree to which symbolism plays a role in Revelation suggests 

another issue.  As already intimated above, Todd, Tan, and Beale address the issue of 

distinguishing the symbolic from the literal in Revelation.  Even though most of the 

commentators studied do not say anything about this issue, or simply say a little, this 

issue still seems to be important and relevant to the debate over the identity of the 

witnesses.  Probably no commentator would say that there is no symbolism at all in 

Revelation.  Thus, addressing this issue in some way must occur for an adequate 

interpretation.  As noted, determinations about the degree of symbolism in Revelation do 

not necessarily lead to a particular perspective on the witnesses.  Other grounds must be 

given.  Actual guidelines for determining whether something is a symbol are able to 

function as one of those other grounds.   
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The Image of the Olive Trees, the Image of the 

Lampstands, Use of the OT, and How to  

Interpret Symbolism 

The two witnesses are related to the image of olive trees and the image of 

lampstands in Rev 11:4.  Discussion of these motifs plays a role in the works of most of 

the commentators examined. 

Although not all the commentators studied relate the image of the olive trees to 

their argumentation about the identity of the witnesses, all of them do recognize a literary 

relationship between the olive trees in Rev 11:4 and those in Zech 4.25  Although not all 

the commentators examined speak about the image of the lampstands in their 

argumentation about the identity of the witnesses, all but Maier affirm a literary 

relationship between the two lampstands in Rev 11:4 and the single lampstand in Zech 

4.26  These facts indicate that Zech 4 may play an important role in understanding the 

image of the olive trees and the image of the lampstands, regardless of how that 

understanding influences one's answer to the identity question. 

Determining the exact role that Zech 4 plays in understanding the images of Rev 

11:4 requires that another issue be addressed, namely, how John uses the OT in 

Revelation.  Its presence is not completely absent from the commentators examined.  

                                                 

25See Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 16-17; Todd, Six Discourses, 181-185, 192-194; 

Beckwith, Apocalypse, 593, 595, 600; Tan, "Defense," 56, 59, 77, 135; Munck, Petrus 

und Paulus, 20-21; Beale, Book of Revelation, 576-579; Kamp, Openbaring, 258-259; 

Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 464-466; and Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 213-214. 

26See Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 16-17; Todd, Six Discourses, 181-185; Beckwith, 

Apocalypse, 593, 600; Tan, "Defense," 90, 108; Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 20-21; Beale, 

Book of Revelation, 574, 576-579; Kamp, Openbaring, 258-259; and Müller, Der Erste 

und der Letzte, 214-215.  Maier denies the connection at Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 465. 
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Beale offers an extensive discussion of the issue and his conclusions affect other parts of 

his interpretive framework.27  Yet, the issue is not brought to bear directly on the identity 

question.  Its influence is indirectly felt in those places where Beale discusses allusions to 

specific OT texts (Zech 4, Ps 79, and Ezek 37).28  Haugg, Beckwith, van de Kamp, and 

Müller also remark briefly on this issue, but their thoughts were not mentioned previously 

because they do not have any obvious connection to their arguments about the identity of 

the witnesses.29   

The matter of how John uses the OT is a topic that has received more attention 

among scholars since the 1980s.30  The topic is complex by itself.  Scholars have not 

always agreed about different aspects of the topic.  It has its own debate.  In light of this, 

I am not suggesting that those who engage in the debate over the identity of the two 

                                                 

27Beale, Book of Revelation, 76-99. 

28Ibid. 

29Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 83-86; Beckwith, Apocalypse, vii-viii, 174, 221-222; 

Kamp, Openbaring, 45; and Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 43. 

30For detailed reflections on seven key studies from the 1980s and the first half of 

the 1990s, see Gregory Kimball Beale, John's Use of the Old Testament in Revelation, 

Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series 166 (Sheffield, United 

Kingdom: Sheffield Academic Press, 1998), 13-59.  For a detailed look at the history of 

investigating the relationship between the OT and Revelation, see Ricardo Antonio Pérez 

Márquez, L'Antico Testamento nell'Apocalisse: Storia della ricerca, bilancio e 

prospettive, Studi e ricerche, Sezione biblica (Assisi: Cittadella Editrice, 2010), 123-305.  

Pérez Márquez covers research in the twentieth century and in the first decade of the 

twenty-first century.  His coverage of the first decade of the twenty-first century, 

however, is marked by some noticeable absences.  For instance, he does not comment on 

Beate Kowalski, Die Rezeption des Propheten Ezechiel in der Offenbarung des Johannes, 

Stuttgarter biblische Beiträge 52 (Stuttgart: Verlag Katholisches Bibelwerk, 2004); or 

Vesa Marko Jauhiainen, The Use of Zechariah in Revelation, Wissenschaftliche 

Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament, ser. 2, 199 (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2005). 
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witnesses must first become participants in the debate over John's use of the OT.  What I 

am suggesting is that such interpreters must become familiar with the debate and form 

their own conclusions.  Once formed, these conclusions can then be brought to bear 

directly on the identity question and so shape the discussions that involve looking at OT 

texts. 

What might be helpful is an example of where a resolution to the issue of how 

John uses the OT could help in interpreting the two witnesses.  Tan and Beale both agree 

that the olive trees in Zech 4 originally referred to Zerubbabel and Joshua, the two local 

leaders in Zechariah's time.31  Tan argues that the original reference to two individuals 

should be carried over to Rev 11:4, so that the two witnesses refer to two individuals.32  

Beale, on the other hand, sees no difficulty in disassociating the olive trees in Rev 11:4 

from two individuals.33  It is granted that Beale offers arguments to support his view of 

the transformation from the two individuals of Zech 4 to the corporate entity of Rev 11:4.  

Specifically, he refers to the transference of royal and priestly functions, which are 

represented by Zerubbabel and Joshua in Zech 4, to the church, citing Rev 1:6; 5:10; and 

20:6.  Moreover, he refers to transformations of the meaning of the olive trees present in 

ancient Jewish literature.  Yet, Beale would have no reason to offer such support unless 

he was already comfortable with the possibility that John comprehends the two olive 

trees in Zech 4 as a corporate entity.  The gateway for Beale's supporting points is his 

                                                 

31Tan, "Defense," 56, 59, 77n321, 135; and Beale, Book of Revelation, 577. 

32Tan, "Defense," 56, 77, 135. 

33Beale, Book of Revelation, 577-578. 
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view of how John uses Zech 4, which in turn has to do with his broader view of how John 

uses the OT.  Arguably, something similar is conceivable for Tan's thinking. 

The term for lampstands (λυχνία) appears not just in Rev 11:4, but also 1:12-13, 

20; 2:1, 5.  These other occurrences are all in reference to seven golden lampstands that 

appear in the initial vision of John.  Rev 1:20 expressly identifies the seven lampstands 

with the seven congregations that form the immediate audience for the book of 

Revelation (see Rev 1:4, 11).  The relationship between the lampstands in Rev 11:4 and 

the seven lampstands earlier in Revelation is central to the discussion of the image of the 

lampstands among most of the commentators examined.  On one side, there are those 

(Beale and van de Kamp) who infer that the two witnesses as two lampstands have to do 

with the church, because the seven congregations are symbolized as seven lampstands 

earlier in Revelation.34  On the other side, there are those (Todd, Tan, and Müller) who 

argue against such a connection between the two sets of lampstands.35  These facts 

suggest the need for future discussion of the lampstand image to include a discussion of 

the relationship between the image of the lampstands in Rev 11:4 and the image of 

lampstands elsewhere in Revelation. 

The discussion that occurs in many of the examined expositors concerning the 

                                                 

34Ibid., 55-56, 574, 577; and Kamp, Openbaring, 259, 264.  Maier's reference to 

Rev 1-2 is qualitatively different from those in Beale and van de Kamp.  Maier refers to 

the earlier lampstands as one of several references that associate light with God's people.  

He does not follow Beale and van de Kamp as highlighting the previous association 

(lampstand points to congregation) as grounds for seeing a renewal of that association in 

Rev 11:4.  See Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 465. 

35Todd, Six Discourses, 192-194; Tan, "Defense," 90, 108; and Müller, Der Erste 

und der Letzte, 214, 223-224. 
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relationship between these two sets of lampstands points to another issue of 

interpretation.  This issue has already been intimated in discussing the issue of the degree 

to which symbolism plays a role in Revelation.  It is the general matter of how to 

interpret symbols in Revelation.  Obviously, this issue is more relevant for those who see 

Revelation as a book filled primarily with symbolism.  Having taken a stance on the 

degree of symbolism in Revelation, having then distinguished symbolic elements from 

the literal ones, it makes sense to follow these steps by applying guidelines for 

interpreting the symbolic elements.  Being an extensive commentary on Revelation, it is 

not surprising that Beale's work contains remarks concerning all three issues.  Arguably, 

even though not explicit, each commentator studied has in place some guidelines for 

interpreting symbols in Revelation.  They would not be able to say anything, for example, 

about the meaning of the lampstands unless some guidelines were assumed. 

The image of the lampstands and the image of the olive trees are agreed upon as 

being symbols.  Even those who are predisposed to seeing literalism as dominant in 

Revelation do not take the witnesses for literal trees or literal lampstands.  Each 

commentator studied—and arguably every serious commentator, no matter the stance 

taken on the degree of symbolism in Revelation—has distinguished these two elements as 

being symbols.  With respect to these elements of Rev 11:3-13, each of the commentators 

studied must have in mind, stated or unstated, some guidelines for dealing with the 

images.  It is a given, however, that differences may appear among interpreters even 

though the guidelines are shared.36 

                                                 

36The discussion of the image of the lampstands offers illustration.  Differences 

on the relationship between the seven lampstands of Rev 1-2 and the two lampstands of 
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The Miraculous Powers of the Two Witnesses 

Another issue of interpretation is the miraculous powers of the two witnesses 

detailed in Rev 11:5-6.  All of the studied commentators have something to say about the 

powers of the witnesses, particularly that they allude to miracles attributed to Moses and 

Elijah.37  The degree to which they bring their discussions of the miraculous powers into 

their argumentation varies.  On the one hand, there is Haugg, with his simple denial of 

the Moses-Elijah view in spite of the apparent connection between Rev 11:5-6 and the 

                                                 

Rev 11:4 do not appear to be due to different principles of interpreting symbolism.  Beale 

says, "Sometimes John explains his implied metaphors by giving explicit identifications 

of an image following visionary depictions of them.  Where he does not, the immediate 

and broad context of the book is the most important factor in determining which 

meanings are intended.  Where he does give such an explicit identification and repeats 

the image later in the book without such identification, it should be assumed that the early 

identification probably holds true for the later use of the image or is at least included."  

Beale, Book of Revelation, 55-56; cf. 574, 577.  Beale uses these guidelines to say that 

the lampstands in Rev 1-2 and those in Rev 11:4 both refer to the church.  Todd, Tan, and 

Müller, on the other hand, all argue that the two sets of lampstands cannot both refer to 

the church, even though they are probably open to the two sets lampstands sharing some 

points of comparison.  It is hard to conceive of these three as disputing Beale's stated 

guidelines.  They do not deny that the earlier, explicit identification of an image likely 

"holds true for the later use of the image or is at least included."  They recall, however, 

that this is only a likelihood.  The possibility exists for an earlier, explicit identification 

not to be repeated in a later appearance of a particular image.  They argue that this is the 

case with the lampstands of Rev 11:4, because different circumstances surround each 

appearance of the image of the lampstands.  Consequently, these three commentators 

simply have a different emphasis from Beale.  He emphasizes the previous, explicit 

identification, while they stress the surrounding circumstances for each instance of the 

image. 

37See Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 17-20, 83, 113-114, 133-134; Todd, Six 

Discourses, 185-186; Beckwith, Apocalypse, 593-595, 600-601; Tan, "Defense," 49-52, 

57-58, 60, 64, 70-71,75-77, 90-92, 108-110, 123-124, 128, 133-134, 137-138, 189-191, 

199-200, 212-213; Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 21-24; Beale, Book of Revelation, 573, 

575, 580-584; Kamp, Openbaring, 260-261; Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 466-472; and Müller, 

Der Erste und der Letzte, 219-221. 
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stories of Moses and Elijah.38  On the other hand, there is Tan, who brings up the 

miraculous powers several times in her argumentation against non-futuristic readings of 

Rev 11:3-13.39  Tan also refers to the powers in her presentation of the debate among 

futurists over a more specific literal identity.40 

The Unity and the Duality of the Witnesses 

One observation common to some of the studied commentators is that the same 

miraculous powers are assigned to each of the witnesses.41  The powers are held in 

common.  There is no distribution of the powers of Moses to one witness and the powers 

of Elijah to the other witness.  Maier takes matters further and raises the issue of the unity 

of the two witnesses.  The powers are just one element that is assigned to both witnesses.  

Maier observes, 

"[The witnesses] have the same task, the same duration for their work, the same 

authority, the same miraculous power, the same weapons ('fire from their mouth'), the 

same characterization ('olive trees' and 'lampstands'), [and] the same universality.  It 

is impossible to allot anything to them individually."42   

Müller seems to go even further than Maier does by arguing,  

                                                 

38Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 113-114, 133-134. 

39Tan, "Defense," 49-52, 57-58, 60, 64, 70-71, 75-77, 90-92, 108-110, 133-134. 

40Ibid., 189-191, 199-200, 212-213. 

41Beckwith, Apocalypse, 595; Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 21; and Beale, Book of 

Revelation, 575.  Tan also mentions this idea, but she does so in the context of her survey 

of the debate over a more specific literal identity for the witnesses.  Tan, "Defense," 191, 

200. 

42Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 471; cf. 466, 468-469. 
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"In addition to their joint action and fate, the text supplies us with an interesting and 

important detail.  Nouns that are connected with the two witnesses are often found in 

the singular and not in the plural.  This change from plural to singular emphasizes the 

fact that the two witnesses always appear together."43   

Although the wider issue of the unity of the two witnesses appears with only two 

of the expositors, it still seems to be an important issue.  Addressing this issue shapes 

how one addresses the more evident issue of the duality of the witnesses.  For the latter 

issue, Todd and Tan on the one hand stress the literalness of the duality, while Beale and 

van de Kamp explain the duality in a figurative way.44  It appears relevant to both sides of 

this divide to address the duality and the unity found in the figure of the witnesses.   

Traditions about Moses, about Elijah, and about Enoch 

Bringing attention to the issue of the powers of the witnesses brings into view the 

separate issues of traditions about Moses and traditions about Elijah.  The studied 

commentators agree that the miraculous powers have connections to miracles attributed 

to Moses and Elijah.  The connections here have suggested to interpreters that other 

connections may exist between the narrative of the witnesses and matters associated with 

Moses and Elijah.  Todd explores connections between the tale of the witnesses and the 

expectation expressed in the Bible that Elijah will return.45  Tan only presents what other 

interpreters have said as they debate whether the Moses-Elijah identification is biblically 

                                                 

43Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 220. 

44Todd, Six Discourses, 191-192; Tan, "Defense," 55-56, 69, 77, 113, 134-137; 

Beale, Book of Revelation, 575; and Kamp, Openbaring, 259, 264. 

45Todd, Six Discourses, 210-212. 
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valid.46  Many of the studied expositors address this possibility of other connections by 

discussing whether John has further developed Jewish expectations of Moses and Elijah 

returning to earth.47   

Beckwith and Beale answer this last question positively, even though the details 

of their discussions differ.  These two, however, do not see an unaltered adoption of the 

expectations.  Beckwith envisions an apocalyptic source that presents a personal return of 

Moses and Elijah.  John transforms the coming figures into ones merely like them.  Beale 

envisions there being expectations of a return of both figures that John accepts as fulfilled 

in the appearance of the Christian church.  With these two expositors, it is also difficult to 

see their discussions about adopted expectations as being expressly related to the identity 

question. 

Haugg, Maier, Munck, and van de Kamp answer the question negatively.  Haugg 

and Maier find no evidence of an expectation of an eschatological role for Moses that 

John might have worked with in Rev 11.  Munck disputes Jeremias's proposal that John 

brought into his work the expectations of Elijah and Moses coming back to earth to 

suffer.  Van de Kamp agrees that there is evidence for expecting the return of Elijah, but 

finds nothing expressing that Moses and Elijah return together.  With their negative 

answers, these commentators remove possible grounds for arguing that the witnesses 

represent Moses and Elijah. 

                                                 

46Tan, "Defense," 189, 191-195, 200-214. 

47Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 89-93, 102-105; Beckwith, Apocalypse, 585-588, 593-

595; Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 81-120; Beale, Book of Revelation, 582, 585; Kamp, 

Openbaring, 261-262; and Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 471. 
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One may also speak about traditions concerning Enoch.  This issue arises because 

of the strong church tradition of seeing Enoch as one of the witnesses.  Like her 

presentation of traditions concerning Moses and Elijah, Tan deals with what other 

interpreters have said as they debate whether Enoch is one of the witnesses.48  The other 

studied commentators who also address the issue of Enoch traditions do so from the 

perspective of whether points of contact exist between the traditions and the text of Rev 

11:3-13.  They answer the question negatively, seeing little that connects the figure of 

Enoch to Rev 11.49 

Examining the traditions of Moses and Elijah, beyond the more obvious 

connections in Rev 11:5-6, would seem to be quite relevant.  Additional connections 

between Rev 11:3-13 and the traditions of Elijah and of Moses could function as 

evidence for the Moses-Elijah view of the witnesses.  That view is a popular modern 

proposal, so that serious participation in the debate over the identity of the witnesses may 

well require looking at this possible avenue of evidence.  Most of the studied expositors 

appear to take it as a requirement inasmuch as they all discuss traditions about Moses and 

about Elijah relative to their interpretations of Rev 11:3-13.   

Examining traditions about Enoch is critical for proving or disproving the Enoch-

Elijah identification of the witnesses, since any markers in the text for Enoch are less 

obvious than those for Moses and for Elijah.  The issue of traditions about Enoch is 

relevant to the degree that one takes the Enoch-Elijah view as a serious option.  Since the 

                                                 

48Tan, "Defense," 196-199. 

49Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 89, 98-102, 113-114, 133; Beckwith, Apocalypse, 595; 

Kamp, Openbaring, 261-262; and Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 471. 
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Enoch-Elijah view has so few serious advocates in modern times, some might question 

the usefulness of spending time dealing with it.  If one does not address the view, there is 

no need to address the issue of traditions about Enoch, at least from the perspective of 

discovering the identity of the witnesses.50  The issue is also relevant to the degree that 

one wants to interact with a view that was promoted with near unanimity for such a long 

time.  Since so much effort was put into the Enoch-Elijah view in times past, one might 

feel that the view and so its critical connection to Enoch traditions deserve some mention.  

In any case, unlike some other issues, such as the traditions of Moses, there is more 

reason to question the relevancy of the issue for the identity question. 

Traditions about Peter and Traditions about Paul 

Speaking about issues of traditions, one can notice that Munck makes use of 

traditions about Peter and traditions about Paul in order to support his proposal for the 

two witnesses.51  Van de Kamp responds specifically to this aspect of Munck's work.52  It 

must be remembered that the Peter-Paul view of the witnesses is an important proposal in 

the past debate over the two witnesses.  When one considers specific identifications and 

looks just at the last hundred years or so, the Peter-Paul view dominates among those 

                                                 

50I recognize that one can look at Enoch traditions and Rev 11 from perspectives 

other than exegetically identifying the two witnesses.  Particularly, I have in mind strictly 

tradition-historical endeavors that situate extra-biblical references to the return of Enoch 

and Elijah and the text of Rev 11 within the stream of eschatological thinking.  Note, for 

example, Bousset, Der Antichrist; and Berger, Die Auferstehung des Propheten und die 

Erhöhung des Menschensohnes. 

51Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 17-81 passim. 

52Kamp, Openbaring, 262. 
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looking to connect Rev 11 to John's era.  This circumstance suggests that the issues of 

traditions about Peter and of traditions about Paul are quite relevant, even though van de 

Kamp is the only one of the examined commentators who responds to the proposal in any 

detail.53 

Early Interpretation of the Witnesses 

Tan can be seen as appealing to traditions of a different kind to support her view 

on the witnesses.54  This phenomenon may also be present in Todd's argumentation.55  In 

any case, Tan refers to the early interpretation of the two witnesses as evidence for the 

proper view.  Tan highlights that the witnesses were interpreted primarily as two 

individuals appearing in the future.  Although aware that the majority of early interpreters 

saw Enoch and Elijah as those two, she does not highlight this aspect of the early history 

of interpretation of the witnesses.  This is in keeping with the goal of her study to defend 

a general identification of the witnesses. 

The issue of the early interpretation of the witnesses may be relevant, although 

addressed by only Tan and perhaps Todd.  The issue is relevant to the degree that one 

                                                 

53It may be observed that Haugg recognizes the proposal as espoused by Juan de 

Mariana, but offers no further comment on it.  See Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 122.  Beale 

gives a flat denial of the Peter-Paul view, and for criticism of Munck he refers readers to 

Akira Satake, Die Gemeindeordnung in der Johannesapokalypse, Wissenschaftliche 

Monographien zum Alten und Neuen Testament 21 (Neukirchen-Vluyn, Germany: 

Neukirchener Verlag, 1966), 128-129.  See Beale, Book of Revelation, 572.  Müller 

recognizes the proposal, but quickly sets it aside along with other literal identifications 

when he asserts that Rev 11:3-13 is to be interpreted symbolically.  See Müller, Der Erste 

und der Letzte, 209. 

54Tan, "Defense," 170-186. 

55Todd, Six Discourses, 205. 
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sees the possibility of a connection between the early interpretation of the church and 

John's own understanding of the two witnesses.  It is relevant as long as the possibility 

exists that John passed on his understanding of the two witnesses to the next generation.   

The Themes of Testimony and Prophecy 

All of the studied expositors say something about the themes of testimony and 

prophecy in interpreting Rev 11:3-13.56  This is not surprising given that the figures 

introduced in Rev 11:3 are presented as witnesses assigned to prophesy and as prophets 

assigned to testify (11:3, 6-7, 10).  Most of the commentators connect their remarks on 

testimony and prophecy to the identity question.  In a few of the instances where this 

occurs, however, the themes play only a secondary role in the discussion.  Thus, Todd 

touches upon these two themes only as part of a larger issue of interpretation, namely, the 

person-oriented language used to describe the witnesses.  Moreover, while these themes 

do function as primary issues of interpretation for Tan, Beale, and van de Kamp, the 

theme of testimony also plays a secondary role in their discussions of the duality of the 

two witnesses.  Tan also discusses the themes of testimony and of prophecy secondary to 

her concern for the person-oriented language used to describe the witnesses.  It is 

possible that the theme of prophecy plays a secondary role once for van de Kamp, when 

he seems to emphasize the personal nature of the witnesses.  Yet, regardless of whether 

the discussion has one of these themes in a primary role or in a secondary role, treating 

                                                 

56See Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 14-15; Todd, Six Discourses, 191-192; Beckwith, 

Apocalypse, 590, 599-600; Tan, "Defense," 62-63, 131-133, 138-140; Munck, Petrus und 

Paulus, 17-19; Beale, Book of Revelation, 572-576; Kamp, Openbaring, 258-259, 262-

263; Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 462-463, 481; and Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 212-213, 

215-216, 221-222. 
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either topic mainly involves relating relevant terms in Rev 11 to occurrences of the same 

concept in literary contexts outside that chapter.  The rest of Revelation, the rest of the 

NT, and even content from the OT serve as such contexts.  Müller's treatment of the 

theme of testimony illustrates the phenomenon.  Specifically, he relates the testimony 

terminology of Rev 11 to occurrences of the concept elsewhere in Revelation and 

elsewhere in the NT and then draws out implications for the identity question.  The way 

in which many of the examined expositors treat these two themes suggests a procedural 

path for other researchers who plan on exploring these themes. 

The Person-oriented Language Used to Describe the Witnesses 

As just noted, Todd, Tan, and perhaps van de Kamp highlight the personal nature 

of the witnesses.57  Beckwith and Beale also have this emphasis.58  Todd, Beckwith, and 

Tan, however, go further in their inferences than either Beale or van de Kamp.  For the 

former three, it is not enough to say that the witnesses refer to real people as opposed to 

something impersonal, like sacred writings.  These three believe that the person-oriented 

language used to describe the witnesses indicates that one is dealing with two actual 

people.  They implicitly reject the idea that such a detailed description of two individuals 

can function as a symbol.  Whether or not such a description can function as a symbol is 

therefore the key difference of opinion with respect to the person-oriented language.  This 

division suggests the need to address another issue before dealing with the one 

concerning the person-oriented language.  That prior issue has been noted already and is 

                                                 

57Todd, Six Discourses, 191-192; Tan, "Defense," 62-64, 131-134; and Kamp, 

Openbaring, 263. 

58Beckwith, Apocalypse, 596; and Beale, Book of Revelation, 573. 
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the distinguishing of the symbolic from the literal.  Having in mind guidelines to 

distinguish between these two kinds of material permits one to address the fact that the 

witnesses are described as persons and to decide what that implies. 

The Meaning of the Three-and-a-half-year Period 

The witnesses are said to prophesy for 1,260 days, which is approximately three 

and a half years.  For most of the studied expositors, the significance of this period plays 

a role in their argumentation about the identity of the witnesses.  For all of them, 

however, the 1,260 days of Rev 11:3 are related in some way to the other three-and-a-

half-year periods mentioned in Revelation (11:2; 12:6, 14; 13:5).59  All of them also 

observe that these periods derive from time periods found in the prophecies of Daniel.60  

Of particular interest are the three-and-a-half "times" mentioned in Dan 7:25 and 12:7.  

These two facts suggest that these six other verses, the four from Revelation and the two 

from Daniel, may be important for understanding the meaning of the period of the 

witnesses' activity and so the identity of the witnesses. 

More can be said about what aspects of the three-and-a-half-year period influence 

the argumentation of many of the studied expositors.  Critical to Haugg's thoughts on the 

                                                 

59See Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 12; Todd, Six Discourses, 165, 171-172, 176-178, 

248; Beckwith, Apocalypse, 181, 252, 591, 599-600, 624; Tan, "Defense," 68, 89, 142; 

Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 19; Beale, Book of Revelation, 566-567; Kamp, Openbaring, 

256, 258, 313; Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 463; Maier, Kapitel 12-22, 18, 38, 64, 88-89; and 

Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 83, 180, 203n126, 211, 223, 368, 389n27, 445-446. 

60See Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 12; Todd, Six Discourses, 179; Beckwith, 

Apocalypse, 181, 252; Tan, "Defense," 68, 89, 142; Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 19, 

38n53; Beale, Book of Revelation, 565, 567; Kamp, Openbaring, 253-254, 256-257, 301-

302; Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 460; Maier, Kapitel 12-22, 64; and Müller, Der Erste und der 

Letzte, 41n43, 44, 180, 223, 363, 368, 407, 443, 445-446. 
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identity question is the length of the period in actual history.  For him, the 1,260 days 

refer to a period that is much narrower than the whole era of the church.61  Tan, Beale, 

van de Kamp, and Müller share a concern for some specificity in saying when the period 

of the witnesses occurs in the course of history.  Tan argues for its placement within a 

particular future period of seven years.62  Beale and van de Kamp relate the period to the 

whole era of the church.63  Müller highlights a particular segment of the era of the 

church.64  Critical to Munck's thinking on the identity question is that the 1,260 days of 

the witnesses do not refer to an actual three-and-a-half year period of history.  This is a 

premise shared with some of the other examined commentators.  For Munck, the 

reference to the three-and-a-half years has a qualitative sense.  It defines the nature of the 

time in which the witnesses are active.  At the same time, it surely does not represent a 

long segment of time.  Such a view of the 1,260 days is compatible with his proposed 

identification of the witnesses as Peter and Paul.65  Finally, Beale and Müller share a 

concern for the entities associated with the three-and-a-half year periods in the rest of 

                                                 

61Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 112. 

62Tan, "Defense," 88-89, 142-165.  

63Beale, Book of Revelation, 566-567, 639-640, 642-643, 646, 687-692, 694-695, 

770-784; Kamp, Openbaring, 214, 219, 221, 256, 265-266, 269, 273, 281-284, 290-293, 

300-301. 

64Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 41n43, 44, 83, 180, 193, 195, 197n95, 

203n126, 209, 211, 219, 223, 360, 363-364, 368-369, 389n27, 392, 407-408, 443-446. 

65Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 19-20, 22, 37-38. 
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Revelation and in Daniel.66  Both see an association of these periods with the people of 

God, but they diverge after that. 

The Immediate Context before the Episode of the Witnesses 

(Rev 11:1-2) 

For most of the studied commentators, the interpretation of Rev 11:1-2 plays a 

role in the argumentation over the identity of the witnesses.  These, however, do not 

interact with the subject in the same way.  Haugg contends that the sense of 11:3-13 

coheres with that of 11:1-2, only when the witnesses are considered two concrete persons 

instead of a symbol.67  Beckwith and Tan dispute suggested interpretations of Rev 11:1-2 

and thus cast doubt on the related interpretations of 11:3-13.68  Munck highlights 

thematic links between Rev 11:1-2 and 11:3-13 to commend further his proposal about 

the witnesses.69  Müller identifies the "holy city" (11:2) with the church and so doubts 

that the witnesses would also refer to the church.70  Haugg, Beckwith, Tan, and Müller 

also deal with the meaning of Rev 11:1-2 as a secondary issue.71  For Beale and Maier, 

                                                 

66Beale, Book of Revelation, 574; and Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 223. 

67Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 112-113.  For the actual detailed interpretation of Rev 

11:1-2, see ibid., 3-13, 131-133.  

68Beckwith, Apocalypse, 585-586; and Tan, "Defense," 38-41, 65-68, 76n314, 87, 

93, 104, 106.  Beckwith presents a detailed interpretation of Rev 11:1-2 at Beckwith, 

Apocalypse, 588-590, 596-599.  Tan offers a general account of Rev 11:1-2 from a 

futurist perspective at Tan, "Defense," 121-122, 127. 

69Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 47-49. 

70Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 222-223. 

71For Haugg, Beckwith, and Tan, the meaning of Rev 11:1-2 and the identity of 

the "great city" of 11:8 stand behind the issue of the place where the events of 11:3-13 

occur.  Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 11, 24-26, 33, 50, 55-56, 60-61, 69-71, 113, 118-120, 
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the meaning of Rev 11:1-2 is strictly secondary to wider concerns.72 

There is a common element in these varied interactions with the issue of the 

meaning of Rev 11:1-2.  It is what makes the issue relevant for each of these 

commentators.  Each interaction appears to operate from the assumption that the sense of 

11:1-2 and that of 11:3-13 are closely linked.  In other words, the meaning of one set of 

verses affects the meaning of the other set of verses.  In practical terms, accepting this 

proposition and so accepting the relevancy of this issue of interpretation means that one's 

identification of the witnesses must be checked against a credible interpretation of Rev 

11:1-2. 

The Setting for the Events of Rev 11:3-13 

Linked at times to the meaning of Rev 11:1-2 is the general issue of the setting for 

the events of Rev 11:3-13.  This is an issue of interpretation for five of the studied 

commentators.  

Haugg sees a single "city" present in Rev 11:1-13, namely, the earthly 

Jerusalem.73  This is where the events of Rev 11:1-13 occur at the visionary level, 

                                                 

130-131, 136-137; Beckwith, Apocalypse, 586, 590-593, 599, 601-604; and Tan, 

"Defense," 92-93, 111-112.  Müller joins Rev 11:1-2 to 11:3-13 to demonstrate a pattern 

that he contends is found elsewhere in Revelation.  Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 225. 

72In a couple of places, while dealing with particular allusions to the OT, Beale 

looks at Rev 11:1-13 as a whole.  Beale, Book of Revelation, 577-578, 595.  For Beale's 

detailed discussion of the meaning of Rev 11:1-2, see ibid., 557-571.  Maier refers to his 

interpretation of Rev 11:1-2 in his discussion of the place where the events of 11:3-13 

occur.  Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 473.  That interpretation appears at ibid., 456-461.   

73Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 11, 24-26, 33, 50, 55-56, 60-61, 69-71, 113, 118-120, 

130-131, 136-137.  
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although not at the historical level.74  Many symbolic interpretations of the witnesses 

cannot mesh with this view of the place of action, leaving interpreters to turn to a literal 

identification of them.75  For Haugg, the primary issue in this part of his argumentation is 

the setting for the action, but the meaning of Rev 11:1-2 does function in a secondary 

role. 

Beckwith and Tan also see the earthly Jerusalem as the single "city" portrayed in 

Rev 11:1-13.76  In contrast to Haugg, however, they see Jerusalem as the place where the 

events of Rev 11:1-13 occur also at a historical level.77  As with Haugg, certain symbolic 

interpretations of the witnesses are rendered suspect because they fail to account for this 

portrayal of the place of action.78  For Tan, the preterist identification of the witnesses as 

James, the brother of Jesus, and Peter is similarly rendered suspect. 79  The primary issue 

for Beckwith and Tan in these portions of their argumentation is the setting for the events 

of Rev 11:3-13.  Secondary is the meaning of Rev 11:1-2.   

Munck sees more than one setting for the events of Rev 11:3-13.  He argues that 

                                                 

74Ibid., 11, 60-61, 70-71, 113, 131, 136-137. 

75Ibid., 113. 

76Beckwith, Apocalypse, 586, 590-593, 599, 601-604; and Tan, "Defense," 92-93, 

111-112.   

77Notice that Beckwith takes the additional step of seeing Jerusalem as 

representative of the whole of Israel.  Beckwith, Apocalypse, 588-590. 

78Ibid., 586; and Tan, "Defense," 92-93, 111-112. 

79Tan, "Defense," 57-58. 
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the "great city" of Rev 11:3-13 is Rome, not Jerusalem.80  Thus, one has the place where 

the ministry of the witnesses ends.  Moreover, the text does not limit the actual ministry 

of the witnesses to the "great city."81  This perspective on the setting for the narrative of 

11:3-13 permits one to identify the witnesses with Peter and Paul.  There is no secondary 

role for Rev 11:1-2 in this picture, since Munck deals with the "holy city" of 11:1-2 in a 

completely separate discussion.82 

Maier is open to the possibility that there may be more than one setting for the 

events of Rev 11:3-13.  He complements his symbolic view of the witnesses by arguing 

that the whole world is portrayed as the place where the witnesses minister.  Their 

activity is not limited to Jerusalem, even though the "great city" might represent the 

earthly Jerusalem.83  If the "great city" is Jerusalem, the setting shifts at the end of the 

witnesses' activity from the whole world to a particular representative location.84  More 

likely though the "great city" represents the world in its hostility towards God.85  In this 

case, the setting of Rev 11:3-13 remains fixed on the whole world.  In all this, the setting 

for the episode of the witnesses is the primary issue.  The meaning of Rev 11:1-2 plays a 

secondary role inasmuch as Maier puts forth his view on where the witnesses minister 

opposite those who see Jerusalem as the "city" for the whole of 11:1-13. 

                                                 

80Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 30-35. 

81Ibid., 20. 

82Ibid., 48-49. 

83Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 466, 469-470, 472-473, 476-481. 

84Ibid., 477-478. 

85Ibid., 478. 
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For Haugg, Beckwith, and Tan, the identity of the "holy city" and of the "great 

city" helps determine the place of action for the events of Rev 11:3-13.  Munck and 

Maier, on the other hand, separate the "holy city" from the "great city" and see the 

possibility of having the latter identified with one location and the place of the ministry 

of the witnesses with a wider venue.  For all five commentators, thoughts on the setting 

for the events of Rev 11:3-13 allow for only certain identifications of the witnesses, thus 

showing the relevance of the issue for the identity question to these commentators.  That 

relevance suggests the relevance of the issue for future discussion about the identity of 

the witnesses. 

The Immediate Context after the Episode of the Witnesses 

(at least Rev 11:15-18) 

There is another issue involving the literary context of 11:3-13 that appears with 

some of the studied commentators.  Here the concentration is on what follows the episode 

of the witnesses, which includes at least the sounding of the seventh trumpet and what 

immediately follows (11:15-18).  Here the commentators assume the sense of 11:3-13 

and that of what follows are closely linked.  This assumption causes the issue to be 

relevant for them. 

In their thoughts on where the episode of the witnesses is to be located in history, 

Beckwith and Müller see significance in the episode being narrated before the sounding 

of the seventh trumpet.86  Although they differ on their interpretations of the seventh 

trumpet and on other aspects related to the timing of the witnesses' activity, Beckwith and 

                                                 

86Beckwith, Apocalypse, 274-275, 589-590, 606; and Müller, Der Erste und der 

Letzte, 180, 209. 
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Müller agree that the episode of the witnesses occurs prior to the end of the present age, 

which is associated with the sounding of the seventh trumpet.  For each of them, other 

data pinpoint the timing of the witnesses' activity more specifically.   

Haugg likewise sees significance in the placement of the episode of the witnesses 

before the sounding of the seventh trumpet.  This interest, however, is combined with an 

interest in the narrative of the witnesses being placed after the sounding of the sixth 

trumpet.87  For Haugg, it is important that the narrative of the witnesses stands between 

descriptions of events having to do with the end of the present age.  The literary 

placement of the passage is suggestive of the place that the events described therein have 

in the course of history.  The witnesses appear in the immediate course of events leading 

up to the end. 

Munck handles the issue of the meaning of what follows Rev 11:3-13 differently 

from Haugg, Beckwith, and Müller.  His focus is not on the timing of the witnesses in 

history, although his remarks do speak about it.  Instead, Munck attempts to define the 

meaningful connection that he assumes exists between the episode of the witnesses and 

all the material that follows.88  He comes at this from his perspective on Rev 11:3-13 and 

thereby seeks to support the correctness of his proposal about the witnesses. 

Considering what these four commentators say about the meaning of the content 

after Rev 11:3-13 suggests that what is necessary to address this issue and thereby to 

check one's identification of the witnesses is simply a general understanding of the 

                                                 

87Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 33, 61, 71-72, 75-79, 87, 112, 118, 130. 

88Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 49-55. 
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content following Rev 11:3-13.  More detailed interpretations of content that appears 

especially linked to Rev 11:3-13 (e.g., Rev 12:6, 14; 13:5) can be left to the discussion of 

other issues of interpretation (e.g., the issue of the meaning of the three-and-a-half-year 

period). 

The Fate of the Witnesses 

An important issue of interpretation seems to be the fate of the two witnesses, 

namely, their death, resurrection, and ascension.  Six of the studied commentators touch 

upon the fate of the witnesses in their arguments for a specific identification.  None of 

them, however, does this in exactly the same way.  Haugg essentially argues that, when 

the description of the death, resurrection, and ascension is properly understood, it 

indicates that the witnesses are two real people.89  Todd's point in speaking about the fate 

of the witnesses is that any interpretation of the witnesses, whether literal or figurative, 

must envision the "death" of the witnesses as an actual event as opposed to one that 

merely looks like a "death."90  A proper understanding of the "death" then leads to a 

proper understanding of the "resurrection" and the "ascension."  Tan does not have a 

central focus to her remarks on the fate of the witnesses relative to their identity.  Rather, 

she mentions the fate of the witnesses several times, as she pinpoints weaknesses in non-

futurist identifications of the witnesses.91  Munck speaks about the fate of the witnesses 

and related matters to show that the narrative of Rev 11:7-12 can function as a picture of 

                                                 

89Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 113. 

90Todd, Six Discourses, 202-204. 

91Tan, "Defense," 49, 60-61, 72-74, 76, 110-113. 
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the fate of Peter and Paul.92  Beale and Maier draw inferences from the texts that they see 

underlying the narrative of the fate of the witnesses.93   

Beale and Maier agree that Ezek 37:5, 10 LXX furnish the language used to 

describe the resurrection of the witnesses in Rev 11:11.  Some of the other studied 

commentators notice at least the verbal similarity between Rev 11:11 and Ezek 37:10.94  

All this suggests that Ezek 37 may play an important role in understanding the fate of the 

witnesses and through this their identity.  One is reminded of the importance of 

understanding how John uses the OT as a more fundamental issue in interpreting the two 

witnesses. 

The Identity of the Beast in Rev 11:7 and 

the Meaning of the Great Earthquake 

There are three issues of interpretation that concern at least two commentators and 

that relate to the fate of the two witnesses.  Two of the three appear only in the works of 

Tan and Munck.  Both commentators see the identity of the beast of Rev 11:7 as relevant 

in identifying the witnesses.  Munck accepts the beast as antichrist and relates the symbol 

to the Roman state, which fits with the idea that the witnesses are Peter and Paul.95  In a 

couple of places, Tan simply finds problems with a proposed identity for the beast (in one 

case, Nero; in the other, Satan), which are then supposed to cast doubt on a related 

                                                 

92Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 24-43. 

93Beale, Book of Revelation, 595-597; and Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 482-484. 

94Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 30; Beckwith, Apocalypse, 603; Tan, "Defense," 63, 

133-134; Kamp, Openbaring, 268; and perhaps Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 38. 

95Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 24-30. 
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proposal for the witnesses.96  In a couple of other places, Tan disputes the identification 

of the beast with Nero and thereby casts doubt on the notion of a first century CE 

fulfillment of the prophecy of the witnesses.97  Elsewhere, she promotes the identification 

of the beast with a future individual antichrist as one of her reasons for placing the 

fulfillment of the prophecy of the witnesses in the future.98  Although addressed by only 

two of the studied commentators, this issue still seems relevant inasmuch as only certain 

identifications of the beast and of the witnesses are congruent with each other.  Of course, 

the identity of the beast in 11:7 presents its own set of questions.  This could mean that 

only a tentative identification is possible for the beast.  In that case, perhaps not too much 

weight should be put on identifying the beast in order to identify the witnesses. 

Both Tan and Munck also mention the earthquake of Rev 11:13 in their 

argumentation.  Tan disputes a couple of proposed views of the earthquake and its 

destruction and thereby casts doubt on either the notion of a first century CE fulfillment 

of the prophecy of the witnesses or a related proposal for the witnesses.99  Munck argues 

that the earthquake is not the end-time super earthquake prophesied in Ezek 38:19-20, but 

is actually a normal earthquake.100  He is probably answering a possible objection to his 

proposal for the witnesses: If this is the end-time earthquake, then perhaps the witnesses 

are figures who appear just before the end of the present age.  The connection between 

                                                 

96Tan, "Defense," 57, 71; cf. 12-17, 20-24. 

97Ibid., 44-48, 52-53; cf. 12-17. 

98Ibid., 166. 

99Ibid., 53-54, 74-75; cf. 12-17, 20-24. 

100Munck, Petrus und Paulus, 43. 
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the identity of the witnesses and the identity of the earthquake does not seem very strong.  

For that reason and for the fact that only two commentators mention the earthquake, the 

relevance of the earthquake for the interpretation of the witnesses seems low. 

The Audience to the Fate of the Witnesses 

Two of the studied commentators address in their argumentation a third issue 

related to the fate of the witnesses.101  This is the issue of the audience for the death, 

resurrection, and ascension.  Tan disputes a localized interpretation of the audience, 

"those who dwell on the earth" (11:10, NASB), preferring to see them as the worldwide 

body of unbelievers.  She presents this argument as a problem for the idea that the 

narrative of the witnesses refers to events in the first century CE.102  She returns to the 

issue of this audience in three other places and thereby casts doubt on related proposals 

for the two witnesses.103  Beale contends that the audience, being "those from the 

peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations" (Rev 11:9, cf. NASB) and "those who dwell on the 

earth" (11:10 NASB), represents the totality of those who are unbelievers.104  This speaks 

to the witnesses as being "visible throughout the earth," which implies to him that the 

                                                 

101Other of the studied commentators have something to say about the audience of 

the fate of the witnesses, but it is not brought into connection with the identity question.  

See Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen, 27, 29, 136; Beckwith, Apocalypse, 602-603; Munck, 

Petrus und Paulus, 36-38; Kamp, Openbaring, 266-268; Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 478-481; 

and Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 217. 

102Tan, "Defense," 53. 

103Ibid., 72-73, 76, 113. 
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witnesses are a corporate entity.105  He notices though that there are interpreters who 

simply point to modern technology and communication to explain the visibility of the 

witnesses to the whole world.106  Tan can be seen as one of those interpreters.107  

Noticeably, therefore, Tan and Beale make similar observations, but end with different 

explanations for the worldwide visibility of the witnesses.  The issue of the audience to 

the fate of the witnesses may be considered of low relevance because only two of the 

examined expositors make it a part of the identity question and because there is no clear 

reason for seeing a greater relevance. 

Historical Data 

Some of the commentators relate historical data to the identity question.  They do 

this in four different ways.  First, Todd, Tan, and Maier make a general reference to 

history to argue that the episode of the witnesses is an unfulfilled prediction.108  Second, 

                                                 

105Ibid., 574. 

106Beale references as his example Hal Lindsey, There's a New World Coming: "A 

Prophetic Odyssey" (New York: Bantam Books, 1975), 151.  So Beale, Book of 
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107Tan, "Defense," 53. 

108Todd, Six Discourses, 191; Tan, "Defense," 141; and Maier, Kapitel 12-22, 
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Maier sees between Rev 11:1-14 and Rev 12-13.  All these passages concern the same 

span of history, in Maier's opinion.  See Maier, Kapitel 1-11, 463; and Maier, Kapitel 12-

22, 18, 38, 64, 88-89.  Therefore, I have added Maier to Todd and Tan for this type of 

argument. 
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Items defending this view that come from the twentieth century are those by John 

Quincy Adams (born 1891), Ambrogio Arrighini (born 1887), Samuel Fennell Hurnard 

(1870-1949), George Henry Lang (1874-1958), Jean de Monléon (1890-1981), Henry 

Madison Morris (1918-2006), Joseph Peschek (1873-1933), Ignaz Rohr (1866-1944), 

Charles William Merrill Turner (1866-1942), and M. M. Wilson.3  John Phillips (1927-

2010) argues that Elijah is probably one of the witnesses and Enoch is possibly the other.4 

Charles Maitland (1815-1866) notices the possibility that Enoch may join Elijah 
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Scott, [1930?]), 70-75; George Henry Lang, The Revelation of Jesus Christ: Selected 

Studies (Miami Springs, FL: Conley & Schoettle, 1985), 181-187; Jean de Monléon, Le 

Sens Mystique de l'Apocalypse: Commentaire textuel d'après la Tradition des Pères de 

l'Eglise (Paris: Nouvelles Éditions Latines, 1984), 171-172, 176-181; Morris, Revelation 

Record, 189-205; Joseph Peschek, Geheime Offenbarung und Tempeldienst: Eine 

Darstellung des Aufbaues der Apokalypse des heiligen Apostels Johannes samt Text und 

Erklärung (Paderborn, Germany: Verlag Ferdinand Schöningh, 1929), 94-97; Ignaz 

Rohr, Der Hebräerbrief und die geheime Offenbarung des heiligen Johannes, 4th ed., Die 

Heilige Schrift des Neuen Testaments übersetzt und erklärt in Verbindung mit 

Fachgelehrten (Bonn: Peter Hanstein, Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1932), 104-106; Charles 

William Merrill Turner, Outline Studies in the Book of the Revelation and Key to the 

Chart of the Ages, 2nd ed. (Plain City, Ohio: by the author, 1916), 59-65; and M. M. 

[Kalamos Wilson, pseud.], Prophetical Suggestions: Being Expository of the Books of 

Revelation and Daniel, 2nd ed. (London: Digby, Long, 1909), 73-81.  The works of 

Arrighini, Lang, and Monléon were originally published earlier in the twentieth century. 

4John Phillips, Exploring Revelation (Chicago: Moody Press, 1974), 152-158. 
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before the second coming, but Moses or the Apostle John could fill the role of Elijah's 

companion.  For Maitland, the Bible does not make the matter of the second witness as 

clear as it does for Elijah as the first witness.5 

Moses and Elijah 

I am unaware of any expositions in the eighteenth century that support solely the 

Moses-Elijah view.  There are, however, some that defend the view along with another.  

They are mentioned in a separate section below for mixed proposals.  Endeavors solely 

on behalf of the Moses-Elijah view do exist in the following centuries and on into the 

twenty-first century.  Significant ones that come from the nineteenth century are by 

Pierre-Jean Agier (1748-1823), Friedrich Bleek (1793-1859), William de Burgh (1801-

1866), Philip Charles Soulbieu Desprez (ca. 1812-1879), Karl Erbes (born 1853), Georg 

Heinrich August Ewald (1803-1875), Johann Christian Konrad von Hofmann (1810-

1877), Isaac Peter Labagh (1804-1869), Édouard Guillaume Eugène Reuss (1804-1891), 

Michael Ferrebee Sadler (1819-1895), Eberhard Vischer (1865-1946), and Friedrich 

Jakob Züllig (1780-1844).6   

                                                 

5Charles Maitland, The Apostles' School of Prophetic Interpretation: With Its 

History Down to the Present Time (London: Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 

1849), 28-41, 63-64, 139-141, 422-423, 442-444 accessed July 12, 2015, Google Books. 

6Pierre-Jean Agier, Commentaire sur l'Apocalypse, 2 vols. (Paris: J.-M. Eberhart, 

1823), 1:277-334, accessed August 24, 2015, Google Books; Friedrich Bleek, Dr. 

Friedrich Bleek's Vorlesungen über die Apokalypse, ed. Theodor Hossbach (Berlin: 

Georg Reimer, 1862), 107-109, 112-116, 255-268, accessed July 10, 2015, Google 

Books; Friedrich Bleek, Dr. Friedrich Bleek's Lectures on the Apocalypse, ed. Theodor 

Hossbach, trans. and ed. Samuel Davidson (London: Williams and Norgate, 1875), 106-

107, 110-114, 247-259, accessed July 10, 2015, Google Books; De Burgh, Exposition, 

188-209, 409-411; Philip Charles Soulbieu Desprez, John, or the Apocalypse of the New 

Testament (London: Longmans, Green, 1870), 113-136, accessed July 10, 2015, Google 
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In the first two decades of the twentieth century, one finds pieces by Wilhelm 

Bousset (1865-1920), Shirley Jackson Case (1872-1947), James Martin Gray (1851-

1935), Heinrich Julius Holtzmann (1832-1910), Clarence Larkin (1850–1924), Hans 

                                                 

Books; Karl Erbes, Die Offenbarung Johannis kritisch untersucht (Gotha, Germany: 

Friedrich Andreas Perthes, 1891), 66-84; Georg Heinrich August Ewald, Johannes' 

Apokalypse. . . . vol. 2 of Die johanneischen Schriften überse[t]zt und erklärt (Göttingen: 

Verlag der Dieterichschen Buchhandlung, 1862), 220-233, accessed July 10, 2015, 

Google Books; Johann Christian Konrad von Hofmann, Weissagung und Erfüllung im 

Alten und im Neuen Testamente. Ein theologischer Versuch, 2 vols. (Nördlingen, 

Germany: Druck und Verlag der C. H. Beck'schen Buchhandlung, 1841-1844), 2:301-

304, 343-348, accessed July 10, 2015, Internet Archive European Libraries Collection; 

Isaac Peter Labagh, The Two Witnesses, additional section to A Connected View of Some 

of the Scripture Evidence of the Redeemer's Speedy Personal Return. . . . , by James A. 

Begg, 1st American ed. (New York: John Moffet; New York: William Burbeck, 1842), 

281-303, accessed July 10, 2015, Google Books; Isaac Peter Labagh, Twelve Lectures on 

the Great Events of Unfulfilled Prophecy. . . . (New York: by the author, 1859), 83-107, 

accessed July 10, 2015, Google Books; Édouard Guillaume Eugène Reuss, L'Apocalypse, 

vol. 4 of La Bible: traduction nouvelle avec introductions et commentaires, Nouveau 

Testament (Paris: Librairie Sandoz et Fischbacher, 1878), 89-94, accessed October 20, 

2015, Google Books; Michael Ferrebee Sadler, The Revelation of St. John the Divine. 

With Notes Critical and Practical, 2nd ed., Church Commentary on the New Testament, 

with Notes, Critical and Practical (London: George Bell and Sons, 1894), 131-148, 

accessed July 12, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection; Eberhard 

Vischer, Die Offenbarung Johannis: Eine jüdische Apokalypse in christlicher 

Bearbeitung, Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der altchristlichen Literatur 2, 

issue 3 (Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung, 1886), 13-19, accessed July 10, 

2015, Google Books; and Friedrich Jakob Züllig, Johannes des Gottbesprachten, 

eschatologische Gesichte, genannt: die Apokalypse; übersetzt, auf ihre Kunstform 

zurückgeführt, und zum Erstenmal erklärt, auch für Nicht-Gelehrte, 2 vols. (Stuttgart: E. 

Schweizerbart's Verlagshandlung, 1834-1840), 2:122-139, 143-169.  For Desprez, this 

identification represents a change from an earlier work.  See Philip Charles Soulbieu 

Desprez, The Apocalypse Fulfilled in the Consummation of the Mosaic Economy and the 

Coming of the Son of Man. . . . 3rd ed. (London: Longman, Green, Longman, and 

Roberts, 1861), 244-285, accessed July 12, 2015, Google Books.  Later, Desprez changed 

his mind again.  See Philip Charles Soulbieu Desprez, Daniel and John: or, The 

Apocalypse of the Old and That of the New Testament (London: C. Kegan Paul, 1878), 

242-259, accessed August 2, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection.  In 

these two other cases, Desprez goes with a contemporary-historical view of the witnesses.  

With Ewald's later work, compare Georg Heinrich August Ewald, Commentarius in 

Apocalypsin Johannis exegeticus et criticus (Leipzig: Librariae Hahnianae, 1828), 192-

207. 
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Preuß (1876-1951), Daniel Völter (1855-1942), and Johannes Weiss (1863-1914).7  

Perhaps the work of Charles Archibald Anderson Scott (1859-1941) also belongs to this 

period.8   

After this time and before 1950, one finds items by Keith Leroy Brooks (1887-

1954), Robert Henry Charles (1855–1931), George Wesley Davis (born 1861), Martin 

Ralph De Haan (1891-1965), Henry Weston Frost (1858-1945), Ernst Lohmeyer (1890-

                                                 

7Bousset, Die Offenbarung Johannis, 315-330; Shirley Jackson Case, The 

Revelation of John: A Historical Interpretation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1919), 288-296; James Martin Gray, Christian Workers' Commentary on the Old and 

New Testaments. . . . (New York: Fleming H. Revell, 1915), 438; Heinrich Julius 

Holtzmann, Evangelium, Briefe und Offenbarung des Johannes, ed. Walter Bauer, 3rd 

ed., Hand-Commentar zum Neuen Testament 4 (Tübingen: J. C. B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 

1908), 459-462, accessed July 10, 2015, Google Books; Clarence Larkin, The Book of 

Revelation: A Study of the Last Prophetic Book of Holy Scripture (Glenside, PA: Rev. 

Clarence Larkin Estate, 1919), 83-88, accessed July 10, 2015, Internet Archive American 

Libraries Collection; Hans Preuß, Der Antichrist, Biblische Zeit- und Streitfragen zur 

Aufklärung der Gebildeten, 5th ser., 4 (Gr. Lichterfelde-Berlin: Edwin Runge, 1909), 22-

24; Daniel Erhard Johannes Völter, Die Offenbarung Johannis neu untersucht und 

erläutert, 2nd ed. (Strasbourg: J .H. Ed. Heitz (Heitz & Mündel), 1911), 72-76, accessed 

June 25, 2015, HathiTrust Digital Library; and Johannes Weiss, Die Offenbarung des 

Johannes. Ein Beitrag zur Literatur- und Religionsgeschichte, Forschungen zur Religion 

und Literatur des Alten und Neuen Testaments 3 (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 

1904), 126-134, 151-155, accessed July 10, 2015, Google Books.  Weiss has another 

exposition that comes from this period, but the latest edition is one updated after his death 

by Wilhelm Heitmüller (1869-1926).  See Johannes Weiss and Wilhelm Heitmüller, "Die 

Offenbarung des Johannes," in Das Johannes-Evangelium, die Johannes-Briefe und die 

Offenbarung des Johannes. Sachregister zum ganzen Werke, vol. 4 of Die Schriften des 

Neuen Testaments neu übersetzt und für die Gegenwart erklärt, ed. Wilhelm Bousset and 

Wilhelm Heitmüller, 3rd ed. (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 1918), 277-279.   

8Charles Archibald Anderson Scott, Revelation: Introduction; Authorized 

Version; Revised Version with Notes; Index and Map, The New-Century Bible (New 

York: Henry Frowde; Edinburgh: T. C. & E. C. Jack, n.d.), 216-224, accessed July 22, 

2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection.  Scott seems to espouse a different 

view of the witnesses, a symbolic one, in another work.  See Charles Archibald Anderson 

Scott, The Book of the Revelation, Practical Commentary on the New Testament (New 

York: A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1906), 208-217, accessed December 1, 2015, Internet 

Archive American Libraries Collection. 
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1946), Alfred Firmin Loisy (1857-1940), and Louis Thompson Talbot (1889-1976).9  

Perhaps the work of William Hoste (1861-1938) also belongs to this period.10   

For the 1950s through the 1980s, there are the works by William Barclay (1907-

1978), Donald Grey Barnhouse (1895-1960), Thomas Francis Glasson (1906-1998), 

David Lee Hocking (born 1941), John Miesel (born 1930), Gilles Quispel (1916-2006), 

Jacob Brubaker Smith (1870-1951), James Dean Strauss (1929-2014), and Merrill Chapin 

                                                 

9Keith Leroy Brooks, Prophecies of Daniel and Revelation (Verse by Verse 

Interpretation by the Cross Reference Method), Rev. ed. (Los Angeles: Bible Institute of 

Los Angeles, Biola Book Room, 1927), 82-86; Charles, Commentary on the Revelation, 

1:269-292; George Wesley Davis, The Patmos Vision: An Exposition of the Revelation of 

Jesus Christ (Los Angeles: Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Biola Book Room, 1924), 

158-172; Martin Ralph De Haan, Revelation: 35 Simple Studies in the Major Themes in 

Revelation, 6th ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1946), 155-163; Henry Weston Frost, 

Matthew Twenty-four and the Revelation: An Analysis, Literal Translation and 

Exposition of Each (New York: Oxford University Press, 1924), 208-215; Ernst 

Lohmeyer, Die Offenbarung des Johannes erklärt, 3rd ed., Handbuch zum Neuen 

Testament 16 (Tübingen: J. C. B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 1970), 87-94; Alfred Firmin 

Loisy, L'Apocalypse de Jean (Paris: Émile Nourry, 1923; reprint, [Frankfurt am Main?]: 

Minerva, 1972), 203-217; and Louis Thompson Talbot, The Revelation of Jesus Christ: 

An Exposition on the Book of Revelation, Rev. ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 

Eerdmans, 1937), 145-150.  Lohmeyer's work was originally published in 1926. 

10William Hoste, The Visions of John the Divine: An Exposition, Chapter by 

Chapter, of the Book of Revelation (Kilmarnock, UK: John Ritchie, [1932?]), 75-85. 
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Tenney (1904-1985).11  Perhaps, the work by Ivan Barchuk (1903-1986) also belongs to 

this group.12   

In the last decade of the twentieth century and on into the twenty-first century, 

attempts to show that the witnesses are solely Moses and Elijah are those by William 

Douglas Adamson, Bernie Lee Calaway (born 1942), Joachim Cochlovius (born 1943), 

Heinrich Kraft (1918-1998), Jeffery Lynn (Jeff) Lasseigne (born 1955), John Fullerton 

MacArthur, Jr. (born 1939), Robert Lewis Thomas (born 1928), James Claire 

VanderKam (born 1946), and John Clement Whitcomb (born 1924).13 

                                                 

11William Barclay, The Revelation of John, 2 vols., 3rd ed., New Daily Study 

Bible (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004), 2:73-82; Donald Grey 

Barnhouse, Revelation: An Expository Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Ministry 

Resources Library, 1971), 192-207; Thomas Francis Glasson, The Revelation of John, 

Cambridge Bible Commentary on the New English Bible (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1965), 64-70; David Lee Hocking, The Coming World Leader: 

Understanding the Book of Revelation (Portland, OR: Multnomah Press, 1988), 177-186; 

Miesel, "The Two Witnesses."; Gilles Quispel, The Secret Book of Revelation: The Last 

Book of the Bible (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1979), 72-75; Jacob Brubaker Smith, A 

Revelation of Jesus Christ: A Commentary on the Book of Revelation, ed. J. Otis Yoder 

(Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1961), 23, 163-176, 296-297, 340-346; James Dean Strauss, 

The Seer, the Saviour, and the Saved; the Lord of the Future, Rev. ed., Bible Study 

Textbook Series (Joplin, MO: College Press, 1979), 174-180; and Merrill Chapin 

Tenney, Interpreting Revelation (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1957; reprint, 

1988), 18, 177, 191.  Barclay's work was originally published in 1959. 

12Ivan Barchuk, Explicacion del libro de Apocalipsis, trans. José A. Holowaty 

(Barcelona: Clie, [1970?]), 179-190. 

13Adamson, "Identity and Ministry."; Bernie L. Calaway, Revealing the 

Revelation: A Guide to the Literature of the Apocalypse (San Francisco: International 

Scholars Publications, 1998), 310-333; Joachim Cochlovius, Siehe, ich mache alles neu: 

Das Buch der Offenbarung Jesu Christi (Nuremberg, Germany: VTR, 2011), 181-200; 

Heinrich Kraft, Die Bilder der Offenbarung des Johannes (Frankfurt am Main: Peter 

Lang, 1994), 119-126; Jeffery Lynn Lasseigne, Unlocking the Last Days: A Guide to the 

Book of Revelation & the End Times (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2011), 146-158; 

John Fullerton MacArthur, Jr., Revelation 1-11, MacArthur New Testament Commentary 

(Chicago: Moody Press, 1999), 289-306; Robert Lewis Thomas, Revelation 8-22: An 
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A few commentators are more hesitant about the Moses-Elijah identification, 

adding that the witnesses are perhaps meant to be only like Moses and Elijah.  See Rice 

Hopkins Clayton (1897-1984), Timothy Francis (Tim) LaHaye (born 1926), Ford Cyrinde 

Ottman (1859-1929), Joseph Sickenberger (1872-1945), William Henry Simcox (1843-

1889), Revere Franklin Weidner (1851-1915), and Alfred Wikenhauser (1883-1960).14 

With Samuel MacLean Gilmour (1905-1970), Johannes Ernst Richard Lilje 

(1899-1977), Eduard Lohse (1924-2015), Alexander Ramsay, and Martin Rist (1896-

1979), the two witnesses can be identified with Moses and Elijah, while functioning as 

models for future martyrs.15 

                                                 

Exegetical Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1995), 78-102; VanderKam, "1 Enoch," 

88-100; and John Clement Whitcomb, "The Two Witnesses," in Dispensationalism 

Tomorrow & Beyond: A Theological Collection in Honor of Charles C. Ryrie, ed. David 

E. Olander and Christopher Cone (Ft. Worth, TX: Tyndale Seminary Press, 2008), 359-

373.  For Kraft, note that a different opinion seems apparent in his earlier commentary.  

See Heinrich Kraft, Die Offenbarung des Johannes, Handbuch zum Neuen Testament 

16a (Tübingen: J. C. B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 1974), 150-160. 

14Rice Hopkins Clayton, Future History in "The Revelation" (London: Marshall, 

Morgan & Scott, 1944), 96-99; Timothy Francis LaHaye, Revelation Unveiled (Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1999), 182-191; Ford Cyrinde Ottman, The Unfolding of the 

Ages in the Revelation of John (New York: Baker & Taylor, 1905), 259-273, accessed 

July 10, 2015, Google Books; Sickenberger, Erklärung der Johannesapokalypse, 107-

115; William Henry Simcox, The Revelation of S. John the Divine: With Notes and 

Introduction, ed. George Augustus Simcox, Cambridge Greek Testament for Schools and 

Colleges (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1893; reprint, 1909), 115-122, 222-

224; Weidner, Annotations on the Revelation of St. John the Divine, xxxvii, xxxix, 135-

148; and Wikenhauser, Die Offenbarung des Johannes, 84-89. 

15Samuel MacLean Gilmour, "The Revelation of John," in The Interpreter's One-

Volume Commentary on the Bible: Introduction and Commentary for Each Book of the 

Bible Including the Apocrypha; with General Articles, ed. Charles M. Laymon 

(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1971), 958-959; Johannes Ernst Richard Lilje, Das 

letzte Buch der Bibel: Eine Einführung in die Offenbarung Johannes, 6th ed., Die 

urchristliche Botschaft 23 (Hamburg: Furche-Verlag, 1960), 149-155; Eduard Lohse, Die 

Offenbarung des Johannes übersetzt und erklärt, 8th ed., Das Neue Testament Deutsch, 
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Two Unknown Figures 

In the eighteenth century, at least one expositor, Herman Venema (1697-1787), 

seems to advocate solely the identification of the witnesses as two individuals unknown 

until the events of Rev 11:3-13 transpire.16  Venema's comments, however, are very brief 

and appear without argumentation.  Johann Heinrich Jung-Stilling (1740-1817), on the 

other hand, argues for a similar view of the two witnesses at the end of the eighteenth 

century.17   

The view that the witnesses are two unknown figures becomes more common 

starting with the nineteenth century.  Significant expositions from the nineteenth century 

come from Johann Tobias Beck (1804-1878), Karl Heinrich August von Burger (1805-

1884), Wilhelm Martin Leberecht de Wette (1780-1849), Henry Dunn (1800-1878), 

Friedrich Hermann Christian Düsterdieck (1822-1906), Hermann Friedrich Wilhelm 

Gebhardt (1824-1899), Georg Ludwig Detlef Theodor (Louis) Harms (1808-1865), 

James Kelly, Peder Madsen (1843-1911), Benjamin Wills Newton (1807-1899), James 

Henthorn Todd (1805-1869), and Joseph Tyso (1774–1852)18 

                                                 

Neues Göttinger Bibelwerk, 11 (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1993), 10, 13-14, 

64-68, 119-120; Alexander Ramsay, The Revelation and the Johannine Epistles: With 

Introduction and Notes, Westminster New Testament (New York: Fleming H. Revell; 

London: Andrew Melrose, [1910?]), 135-143, accessed July 13, 2015, EBSCOhost 

American Theological Library Association (ATLA) Historical Monographs Collection, 

Series 2; and Martin Rist, "Exegesis of the Revelation of St. John the Divine," in The 

Interpreter's Bible (New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1951-1957), 12:443-449. 

16Venema, Prælectiones de methodo prophetica. . . . 271-273.  Cf. Turner, 

"Revelation 11:1-13," 272. 

17Jung-Stilling, Die Siegsgeschichte, 248-260.  Jung-Stilling's work was originally 

published in 1799. 

18Johann Tobias Beck, Erklärung der Offenbarung Johannis: Cap. 1-12, ed. 
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That the witnesses are two unknown prophets is defended in the first three 

decades of the twentieth century by Isbon Thaddeus Beckwith (1843-1936), Ethelbert 

William Bullinger (1837-1913), James Henry McConkey (1858-1937), Ludwig Prager, 

William Coit Stevens (born 1853), James Edmond Thompson (born 1853), George 

Williams (1850-1928), and Theodor Zahn (1838-1933).19 

                                                 

Julius Lindenmeyer (Gütersloh, Germany: C. Bertelsmann, 1884), 162-187, accessed July 

22, 2015, EBSCOhost American Theological Library Association (ATLA) Historical 

Monographs Collection, Series 1; Karl Heinrich August von Burger, Die Offenbarung St. 

Johannis nach dem Grundtexte deutsch erklärt (Munich: Christian Kaiser, 1877), 157-

172, accessed July 22, 2015, Google Books; De Wette, Kurze Erklärung, 125-135; Henry 

[Delta Dunn, pseud.], The Revelation of St. John, Simply Analyzed and Briefly 

Expounded (London: James Nisbet, 1850), 123-137, accessed September 9, 2015, Google 

Books; Düsterdieck, Kritisch exegetisches Handbuch, 354-378; Hermann Friedrich 

Wilhelm Gebhardt, Der Lehrbegriff der Apokalypse und sein Verhältniss zum Lehrbegriff 

des Evangeliums und der Episteln des Johannes (Gotha, Germany: Rud. Besser, 1873), 

269-277, accessed July 22, 2015, Google Books; Hermann Friedrich Wilhelm Gebhardt, 

The Doctrine of the Apocalypse, and Its Relation to the Doctrine of the Gospel and 

Epistles of John, trans. John Jefferson, Clark's Foreign Theological Library, n.s., 58 

(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1878), 256-263, accessed July 22, 2015, Google Books; 

Georg Ludwig Detlef Theodor Harms, Die Offenbarung St. Johannis, 8th ed. 

(Hermannsburg, Germany: Druck und Verlag der Missionshandlung, 1910), 144-156; 

James Kelly, The Apocalypse Interpreted in the Light of "The Day of the Lord", 2 vols. 

(London: James Nisbet, 1849-1851), 2:118-162, accessed July 20, 2015, Internet Archive 

American Libraries Collection; Madsen, Johannes' Aabenbaring, 488-512; Benjamin 

Wills Newton, Thoughts on the Apocalypse, 3rd ed. (London: Houlston & Sons; London: 

Lucas Collins, 1904), 190-198, 202-211, 213-214, accessed July 22, 2015, Internet 

Archive Canadian Libraries Collection; Todd, Six Discourses, 163-213; and Joseph Tyso, 

An Elucidation of the Prophecies, Being an Exposition of the Books of Daniel and the 

Revelation. . . . (London: Jackson and Walford, 1838), 181-186.  The works of de Wette, 

Harms, and Newton were originally published at earlier times. 

19Beckwith, Apocalypse, 584-606; Ethelbert William Bullinger, The Apocalypse; 

or, "The Day of the Lord", 3rd ed. (London: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1935), 343-368; 

James Henry McConkey, The Book of Revelation: A Series of Outline Studies in the 

Apocalypse (Pittsburgh, PA: Silver, 1921), 65-71; Ludwig Prager, Die Offenbarung 

Johannis auf Grund der heiligen Schrift eingehend erklärt, 2 vols. (Leipzig: 

Kommissionsverlag der A. Deichert'schen Verlagsbuchhandlung Nachfolger (Georg 

Böhme), 1901), 2:88-122, 134-137, accessed July 15, 2015, Google Books; William Coit 

Stevens, The Book of Revelation, vol. 2 of Revelation, the Crown-Jewel of Biblical 
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In the 1930s and 1940s, this identification appears in the expositions of Donatus 

Haugg (1900-1943), Adolph Ernst Knoch (1874-1965), Ella Arjenette Rust (1885-1975), 

Gerhard Wilhelm Helmut Adolf Theodor Tolzien (1870-1946), and Walter Leon Tucker 

(1871-1934).20 

Through the 1950s on up through the 1980s, this view of the witnesses as 

unknown individuals appears in the expositions of Gary G. Cohen (born 1934) and Salem 

Kirban (1925-2010), W. Robert Cook, Fritz Grünzweig (1914-1989), Elmer Michael 

Rusten (born 1937), Douglas J. Simpson, Walter E. Staten (1928-1988), Wilber B. Wallis 

(1912-2008), and John Flipse Walvoord (1910-2002).21 

                                                 

Prophecy ([Harrisburg, PA?]: Christian Alliance, 1928; reprint, Revelation, the Crown 

Jewel of Biblical Prophecy: The Book of Revelation, Harrisburg, PA: Christian 

Publications, [1973?]), 177-186; James Edmond Thompson, The History of the Fall and 

Dissolution of Christendom (Nashville, TN: McQuiddy Printing, 1917), 177-195; George 

Williams, The Student's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Analytical, Synoptical, and 

Synthetical, New ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1971), 1042; and Zahn, 

Die Offenbarung des Johannes, 2:416-431.  The works of Bullinger and Williams were 

originally published at earlier times. 

20Haugg, Die zwei Zeugen; Adolph Ernst Knoch, The Unveiling of Jesus Christ, 

Commonly Called the Revelation of St. John. . . . (Los Angeles: Concordant Publishing 

Concern, 1935), 302-321; Ella Arjenette Rust, An Exposition of the Revelation of Jesus 

Christ ([Worthington, MN?], 1939), 142-150; Gerhard Wilhelm Helmut Adolf Theodor 

Tolzien, Die Offenbarung des Johannes für bibellesende Gemeindeglieder erklärt 

(Hamburg: Agentur des Rauhen Hauses, 1947), 86-94; and Walter Leon Tucker, Studies 

in Revelation: An Expositional Commentary (Binghamton, NY: J. Young, 1935; reprint, 

Kregel Bible Study Classics, Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1980), 231-254. 

21Gary G. Cohen and Salem Kirban, Revelation Visualized: Verse by Verse, King 

James Version (Chicago: Moody press, 1971), 214-227; W. Robert Cook, The Theology 

of John (Chicago: Moody Press, 1979), 223-224; Fritz Grünzweig, Johannes-

Offenbarung, 2 vols., EDITION C-Bibel-Kommentar 24-25 (Neuhausen-Stuttgart, 

Germany: Hänssler-Verlag, 1981-1982), 1:268-288; Elmer Michael Rusten, "A Critical 

Evaluation of Dispensational Interpretations of the Book of Revelation" (PhD 

dissertation, New York University, 1977), 408-423, accessed July 22, 2015, ProQuest 

Dissertations & Theses Global; Douglas J. Simpson, The Apocalypse: A Premillennial 
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This view of the witnesses is represented in the last decade of the twentieth 

century and the first fifteen years of the twenty-first by the remarks of Charles Lee 

Feinberg (1909-1995), Marco Frenschkowski (born 1960), Robert William Klund (born 

1953), Eugene John Mayhew (born 1949), Thomas Michael (born 1962), Leighton Paige 

Patterson (born 1942), Helmut Seng (born 1961), Bebe Rebecca Skaggs (born 1950) and 

Priscilla Carla Benham (1950-2000), Christine Joy Tan (born 1975), Jarl Henning 

Ulrichsen (born 1947), and Daniel Kei Kwong Wong.22 

                                                 

Interpretation of the Book of Revelation (Nashville, TN: Randall House Publications, 

1975), 61-64; Staten, "Identity."; Wilber B. Wallis, The Coming of the Kingdom: A 

Survey of the Book of Revelation (N.p.: Biblical Studies Minsitries International, 2000), 

accessed July 14, 2015, http://www.bsmi.org/wallis%5Fkingdom.htm; and John Flipse 

Walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ: A Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 

1966), 175-183.  The piece from Wallis reprints an article originally published in 1982. 

22Charles Lee Feinberg, "The Book of Revelation," in The KJV Parallel Bible 

Commentary, ed. Jerry Falwell, Edward E. Hindson, and Woodrow Michael Kroll 

(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1994), 2683-2684; Marco Frenschkowski, 

"Die Entrückung der zwei Zeugen zum Himmel (Apk 11,11-14)," in Der Himmel, ed. 

Dorothea Sattler and Samuel Vollenweider, Jahrbuch für biblische Theologie 20 

(Neukirchen-Vluyn, Germany: Neukirchener Verlag, 2006), 261-290; Robert William 

Klund, "The Plot of Revelation 4-22" (PhD dissertation, Dallas Theological Seminary, 

2002), 124-130, accessed July 22, 2015, ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global; 

Mayhew, "Revelation 11," 364-366; Thomas Michael, "Evangelistic Motifs in the Book 

of Revelation: A Critical Analysis of the Book of Revelation with Regard to Its Various 

Evangelistic Motifs" (PhD dissertation, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 

2000), 146-166, accessed July 22, 2015, ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global; 

Leighton Paige Patterson, Revelation, New American Commentary 39 (Nashville, TN: B 

& H Publishing Group, 2012), 236-251; Helmut Seng, "Apk 11,1-14 im Zusammenhang 

der Johannesapokalypse. Aufschluss aus Lactantius und Hippolytus," Vetera 

Christianorum 27 (1990): 111-121; Bebe Rebecca Skaggs and Priscilla Carla Benham, 

Revelation: Pentecostal Commentary, Pentecostal Commentary Series (Blandford Forum, 

UK: Deo, 2009), 111-118; Tan, "Identity."; Ulrichsen, "Das eschatologische 

Zeitschema," 166-183; and Wong, "Two Witnesses."  Note that Tan backs away from a 

specific futurist identification in her dissertation also on the two witnesses.  See chapter 3 

and Tan, "Defense."   
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Mixed Proposals 

Thomas Woolston (ca. 1670-1733) argues that the two witnesses are Moses and 

Elijah, but adds that they also represent the two testaments of the Bible.23 

́Ántoine Augustin Calmet (1672–1757) continues the tradition of the witnesses as 

Enoch and Elijah, but sees an additional sense.  The witnesses also symbolize the 

Christians martyred during the persecution begun by Diocletian.24 

Johann Albrecht Bengel (1687-1752) argues for two eschatological prophets like 

Moses and Elijah, but adds that the two witnesses also represent two communities, one 

from Judah and one from Israel.25 

Andrew Robert Fausset (1821-1910) seems to see the two witnesses in a primary 

sense as Moses and Elijah.  He also appears to see the two witnesses as representative 

figures.  They represent the redeemed from among the Jews and from among the 

Gentiles.  On the other hand, they may also represent the two testaments of the Bible.26 

                                                 

23Woolston, Fourth Free-Gift. 

24Antoine Augustin Calmet, Les épîtres de St. Paul, les épîtres canoniques, et 

l'Apocalypse, vol. 8 of Commentaire littéral sur tous les livres de l'Ancien et du Nouveau 

Testament (Paris: Emery; Saugrain; Pierre Martin, 1726), 918, 969-973, 1032-1034, 

accessed September 13, 2015, Google Books. 

25Bengel, Erklärte Offenbarung Johannis oder vielmehr Jesu Christi. . . . 346-

362; and Johann Albrecht Bengel, Sechzig erbauliche Reden über die Offenbarung 

Johannis oder vielmehr Jesu Christi. . . . New ed. (Stuttgart: Johann Christoph Erhard, 

1788), 536-572, accessed August 24, 2015, Google Books.  The first edition of the 

former was published in 1740.  The first edition of the latter was published in 1747.  With 

these two pieces, cf. Johann Albrecht Bengel, Ernst Bengel, and Johann Christian 

Friedrich Steudel, Gnomon of the New Testament, ed. Andrew Robert Fausset, trans. 

William Fletcher, vol. 5, 6th ed. (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1866), 248-253, accessed 

November 28, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection.  The original Latin 

edition of this piece appeared in 1742. 

26Andrew Robert Fausset, "Zechariah," in A Commentary, Critical and 
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Michael Paget Baxter (1834-1910) understands that Elijah will return 

accompanied by Enoch, Moses, or the Apostle John.  He is open, however, to an 

additional fulfillment in history through events related to the church or to the Bible.27 

Henry Allan Ironside (1876-1951) contends that the witnesses are active in the 

first three-and-a-half years of a final seven years before the realization of Jesus' kingdom 

on earth.  The witnesses could be two like Moses and Elijah or they might represent a 

group of Israelites that have come to accept Jesus as their Messiah and that appear 

elsewhere in Revelation.28  Frederick Albert Tatford (1901-1986) puts forth a similar 

view.29 

Like Ironside, Lucy Mary Dorman and Arno Clemens Gaebelein (1861-1945) 

argue that the two witnesses represent an end-time group of believers in Christ.  Unlike 

Ironside, they say that, in addition to representing a group, the two witnesses could be 

two like Moses and Elijah who lead the group.30 

                                                 

Explanatory, on the Old and New Testaments (Hartford, CT: S. S. Scranton, 1871), 

1:720-722, accessed October 26, 2015, Google Books; and Andrew Robert Fausset, "The 

Revelation of St. John the Divine," in A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on the 

Old and New Testaments (Hartford, CT: S. S. Scranton, 1871), 2:575-577, accessed 

October 26, 2015, Google Books. 

27Michael Paget Baxter, Forty Coming Wonders between 1888-9 and 1901 as 

Foreshown in the Prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. . . . 6th ed. (London: Christian 

Herald Office, 1887), 214-216, 297-305, accessed September 13, 2015, Google Books. 

28Henry Allen Ironside, Lectures on the Revelation: Delivered in the Gospel 

Auditorium, Oakland, Calif., 2nd ed. (New York: Loizeaux Brothers, 1930; reprint, 

Revelation, Ironside Expository Commentaries, Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 2004), 108-

113, 126, 156. 

29Frederick Albert Tatford, The Final Encounter: An Exposition of the Book of 

Revelation (Newtown, Australia: Christian Outreach Book Service, 1983), 343-358. 

30Lucy Mary Dorman, The Unveiled Future: An Interpretation of the Revelation 
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William Kelly (1821-1906) and Walter Scott (1838-1933) interpret the number 

two as primarily being a reference to a valid testimony.  Accordingly, the witnesses may 

be two or more prophets appearing during the period between the rapture of the church 

and the arrival of the millennial kingdom.31 

Peter Morant argues that the two witnesses represent the church bearing witness 

between the comings of Jesus, but he leaves open the possibility that Enoch and Elijah 

might return to join in the testimony at the end of the age.32 

Thomas Samuel Kepler (1897-1963) argues that the two witnesses are two 

eschatological prophets acting like Moses and Elijah or Enoch and Elijah, but is open to 

the possibility that the witnesses represent the churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia, 

which receive only praise among the seven churches addressed in the letters section (Rev 

2-3).33 

                                                 

Given to St. John (London: Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 1936), 94-100; and Arno Clemens 

Gaebelein, The Revelation: An Analysis and Exposition of the Last Book of the Bible 

(New York: Publication Office "Our hope"; Glasgow: Pickering & Inglis; Auckland: H. 

L. Thatcher, 1915), 67-72. 

31William Kelly, Lectures on the Book of Revelation, New ed. (London: W. H. 

Broom, 1871), 216-231, 239-247, accessed September 15, 2015, Google Books; and 

Walter Scott, Exposition of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, 4th ed. (London: Pickering & 

Inglis, [1948?]), 226-238. 

32Morant, Das Kommen des Herrn, 192-217. 

33Thomas Samuel Kepler, The Book of Revelation: A Commentary for Laymen 

(New York: Oxford University Press, 1957), 117-125; and Thomas Samuel Kepler, 

Dreams of the Future: Daniel and Revelation, Bible Guides 22 (London: Lutterworth 

Press; New York: Abingdon Press, 1963), 72, 81-82. 
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George Eldon Ladd (1911-1982) sees a primary reference to two eschatological 

prophets in the witnesses, but is open to the idea that they also represent the witness of 

the church to Israel during the present age.34 

Grant R. Osborne (born 1942), Eduard Schick (1906-2000), and Antoninus King 

Wai Siew all argue that the two witnesses have both a corporate and an individual 

dimension.  The witnesses are two eschatological prophets and represent the church in a 

limited period before the end of the age.35 

                                                 

34Ladd, Commentary on the Revelation, 149-160. 

35Grant R. Osborne, Revelation, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New 

Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002), 408-437; Eduard Schick, The 

Revelation of St. John, 2 vols., trans. Werner Kruppa, New Testament for Spiritual 

Reading 24-25 (New York: Herder and Herder, 1971), 1:99-110; and Antoninus King 

Wai Siew, The War between the Two Beasts and the Two Witnesses: A Chiastic Reading 

of Revelation 11.1-14.5, Library of New Testament Studies 283 (London: T & T Clark, 

2005), 84-122, 214-278. 



 

 385 

APPENDIX B 

IDENTIFICATIONS OF THE TWO WITNESSES  

AS CONTEMPORARIES OF JOHN 

Introduction 

Here presented are references to endeavors to argue that the two witnesses are two 

actual people who are contemporaries of John.  These pieces are significant in that they 

offer some measure of argumentation for an identification as opposed to just stating a 

view without any noticeable support.  There is, however, variation in the amount of 

argumentation among these works.  No attempt has been made here to distinguish the 

expositions according the quantity of argumentation.  The time frame for these works is 

from 1700 onward. 

These expositions represent several identifications, of which the two main ones 

are the Jewish high priests Ananus and Jesus and the apostles Peter and Paul.  Some of 

these expositions are noted in chapter 3.   

For many of the citations below, I have included pages that also cover Rev 11:1-2 

to give context for the particular readings of 11:3-13.  At times, commentators have 

included 11:14 in their discussions.  Where appropriate, the pages covering that verse are 

also a part of the citation. 

If an author has espoused a particular view of the witnesses over more than one 

work, I cite only the main piece.  When an author's viewpoint has changed from one 
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work to another, I try to cite all the relevant works from that author. 

Ananus and Jesus 

One of the main ways of identifying the witnesses as contemporaries of John is to 

see them as the Jewish high priests Ananus and Jesus.  From the eighteenth century, one 

finds this opinion espoused by Johann Gottfried Eichhorn (1752-1827) and Johann 

Gottfried von Herder (1744-1803).1  In the nineteenth century, there are the works by 

Philip Charles Soulbieu Desprez (ca. 1812-1879) and Friedrich Anton Levin Matthäi.2  

Two works from the twentieth century are that by Karl August Eckhardt and that by 

James Joseph Louis Ratton (1845-1924).3   

George Wesley Buchanan (born 1921) and Guy Fau (born 1909) both suggest the 

                                                 

1Johann Gottfried Eichhorn, Commentarius in Apocalypsin Joannis, 2 vols. 

(Göttingen: Johann Christian Dieterich, 1791), 2:50-74; and Johann Gottfried von 

Herder, ΜΑΡΑΝ. ΑΘΑ. Das Buch von der Zukunft des Herrn, des Neuen Testaments 

Siegel, in Herders Sämtliche Werke, ed. Bernhard Ludwig Suphan (Berlin: 

Weidmannsche Buchhandlung, 1893; reprint, Sämtliche Werke, Hildesheim, Germany: 

Georg Olms Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1967), 9:160-166. 

2Philip Charles Soulbieu Desprez, The Apocalypse Fulfilled in the Consummation 

of the Mosaic Economy and the Coming of the Son of Man. . . . 2nd ed. (London: 

Longman, Brown, Green, and Longmans, 1855), 244-285, accessed July 29, 2015, 

Google Books; Desprez, Apocalypse Fulfilled, 3rd ed., 244-285; and Friedrich Anton 

Levin Matthäi, Die Offenbarung Johannes aus dem Griechischen übersetzt, und mit einer 

vollständigen Erklärung begleitet, 2 vols. (Göttingen: Dieterich'schen Buchhandlung, 

1828), 2:112-120, accessed August 2, 2015, Google Books.  Note that Desprez changed 

his opinion on the two witnesses in later works.  See Desprez, John, 113-136; and 

Desprez, Daniel and John, 242-259. 

3Karl August Eckhardt, Der Tod des Johannes als Schlüssel zum Verständnis der 

Johanneischen Schriften, Studien zur Rechts- und Religionsgeschichte 3 (Berlin: Walter 

de Gruyter, 1961), 61-72; and James Joseph Louis Ratton, The Apocalypse of St. John: A 

Commentary on the Greek Text, 2nd ed. (London: R. & T. Washbourne; New York: 

Benziger Brothers, 1915), 250-262, accessed July 23, 2015, Google Books. 
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possibility that the witnesses represent Ananus and Jesus,4 but this is not the only 

possibility for them.  Buchanan offers two other possible identifications.  He suggests 

that the witnesses represent the Hasmonean king, Mattathias Antigonus, and his general, 

Pappus, who were in conflict with Herod the Great during the years 40-37 BCE, but they 

could also be two unknown prophets operating in Jerusalem at the time of this conflict 

with Herod.5  Fau sees it as more likely that the two witnesses are Judas of Galilee and 

the Pharisee Zadok, both of whom were supposedly involved in the founding of the 

Zealots around the year 7 CE.6 

James, the Brother of Jesus, and Another Individual 

Gustav Hermann Joseph Philipp Volkmar (1809-1893) seems to see a twofold 

sense where 11:3-6 involve the foremost witnesses of the OT speaking to the messiahship 

of Jesus and then 11:7-12 involve two actual martyrs for Jesus (James, the brother of 

Jesus, and James, the son of Zebedee).7  Later, A. Greve offers as a singular sense the 

idea that these two Jameses are the two witnesses.8 

                                                 

4George Wesley Buchanan, The Book of Revelation: Its Introduction and 

Prophecy, Mellen Biblical Commentary, New Testament Series, 22 (Lewiston, NY: 

Mellen Biblical Press, 1993), 263-264; and Guy Fau, "L'Apocalypse de Jean," Cahiers du 

Cercle Ernest Renan 10, no. 36 (Fourth Quarter 1962): 30. 

5Buchanan, The Book of Revelation: Its Introduction and Prophecy, 260-263.  The 

complete discussion of Rev 11:1-13 appears at ibid., 245-268. 

6Fau, "L'Apocalypse de Jean," 29-30.  Other remarks concerning Rev 11 appear at 

ibid., 19, 30-33. 

7Gustav Hermann Joseph Philipp Volkmar, Commentar zur Offenbarung 

Johannes (Zurich: Orell, Füßli, und Comp., 1862), 174-179, accessed November 11, 

2015, Google Books. 

8Greve, "»Mine to vidner«," 128-138. 
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In the eighteenth century, Ferdinand Christian Baur (1792-1860) suggests that the 

two witnesses are James, the brother of Jesus, and Simeon, another relative of Jesus.9  

Later in the century, James Stuart Russell (1816-1895) and Israel Perkins Warren (1814-

1892) argue that the witnesses are James, the brother of Jesus, and Peter.10 

In the twentieth century, David Keppel (1846-1938) argues that James and Jude, 

the brothers of Jesus, are the two witnesses.11  Meanwhile, Benjamin Wisner Bacon 

(1860-1932) promotes James, the brother of Jesus, and John, the son of Zebedee, as the 

two witnesses.12  Later, Margaret Barker (born 1944) argues that the two witnesses are 

Jesus and his brother, James, but she is open to the possibility that John the Baptist and 

James are meant.13 

Peter and One of the Sons of Zebedee 

William L. Roy (ca. 1796-1879) argues that the witnesses are Peter and John.14  In 

                                                 

9Ferdinand Christian Baur, "Kritik der neuesten (Hengstenberg'schen) Erklärung 

der Apokalypse," Theologische Jahrbücher 11 (1852): 451-466, accessed September 29, 

2015, Google Books. 

10Russell, Parousia, 423-444; and Israel Perkins Warren, The Book of Revelation: 

A Exposition. . . . (New York: Funk & Wagnalls, 1886), 140-155, accessed August 28, 

2011, Google Books. 

11David Keppel, The Book of Revelation Not a Mystery (New York: Methodist 

Book Concern, 1918), 56-58. 

12Bacon, "The Elder John," 188-189. 

13Margaret Barker, The Revelation of Jesus Christ, Which God Gave to Him to 

Show to His Servants What Must Soon Take Place (Revelation 1.1) (London: T & T 

Clark, 2000), 187-195. 

14William L. Roy, A New and Original Exposition of the Book of Revelation. . . . 

(New York: D. Fanshaw, 1848), 134-150, accessed October 14, 2015, Google Books. 
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one of Desprez's discussions of the witnesses, the witnesses are identified as Peter and 

James.15 

Peter and Paul 

Endeavors to argue for the apostles Peter and Paul as the two witnesses are those 

by Marie-Emile Boismard (1916-2004), Joseph Bonnet (1858-1912), John M. Court, 

Bertrand Fauvarque (born 1954), Stanislas Giet (1898-1968), Johannes Munck (1904-

1965), Josef Schmidt (born 1949), James Hubbard Swetnam (born 1928), and Cuthbert 

Hamilton Turner (1860-1930).16  Almost all of these expositions come from the twentieth 

century. 

James and John, the Sons of Zebedee 

Three authors from the twentieth century propose that the witnesses are James and 

                                                 

15Desprez, Daniel and John, 242-259.  As intimated above, Desprez expressed 

more than one identification for the two witnesses during his life. 

16Marie-Emile Boismard, "'L'Apocalypse', ou 'Les Apocalypses' de S. Jean," RB 

56 (1949); Joseph Bonnet, Eclaircissement de l'Apocalypse (Fribourg: Imprimerie Saint-

Paul, 1908); John M. Court, Myth and History in the Book of Revelation (London: SPCK, 

1979), 82-105; Bertrand Fauvarque, "Pierre et Paul: Les Deux Témoins de l'Apocalypse? 

Le rapprochement et ses limites aux IVe-Ve Siècles," Graphè, no. 3 (1994): 31-49; 

Stanislas Giet, L'Apocalypse et l'histoire: Étude historique sur l'Apocalypse johannique 

(Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1957), 14-16, 24-31, 36-43; Munck, Petrus und 

Paulus; Josef Schmidt, "ΝΟΥΣ und ΣΟΦΙΑ in Offb 17," NovT 46, no. 2 (January 2004): 

176-186, accessed November 11, 2015, EBSCOhost ATLA Religion Database with 

ATLASerials; James Hubbard Swetnam, "Apocalypse 11,1-14: A Suggested 

Interpretation," in « Cieux nouveaux et terre nouvelle » (Ap 21,1): Pertinence du livre de 

l'Apocalypse pour l'Église d'Afrique . . . , ed. Jean-Bosco Matand Bulembat (Kinshasa, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo: Association panafricaine des exégètes catholiques, 

2004), 85-101; and Cuthbert Hamilton Turner, "St. John in Asia Minor: The 

Apocalypse," in Studies in Early Church History: Collected Papers (Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1912), 212-214, accessed July 6, 2015, Google Books.  Turner's essay was 

originally published as an article in 1894. 
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John, the sons of Zebedee.  These authors are Robert Eisler (1882-1949), John J. 

Gunther, and Michael Oberweis.17 

Other Identifications of This Type 

Otto Böcher (born 1935) interprets the witnesses as Jesus and John the Baptist.18  

Albert Gelin (1902-1960) sees two unknown prophets active during the first Jewish war 

against Rome.19  Hubert Le Bourdellès argues that the witnesses are Stephen and James, 

the son of Zebedee.20  James Leonard Papandrea (born 1963) proposes that the witnesses 

represent two Christian leaders in first century Jerusalem, but recognizes that they could 

symbolize all the Christians martyred in Jerusalem.21  Recently, Thomas Witulski (born 

1964) has argued that the two witnesses are two figures from the Bar Kokhba revolt, 

namely, Bar Kokhba himself and the priest Eleazar.22 

                                                 

17Robert Eisler, The Enigma of the Fourth Gospel: Its Author and Its Writer 

(London: Methuen, 1938), accessed July 23, 2015, Internet Archive Microfilm 

Collection; John J. Gunther, "The Elder John, Author of Revelation," JSNT, no. 11 (April 

1981), accessed November 11, 2015, EBSCOhost ATLA Religion Database with 

ATLASerials; Oberweis, "Das Martyrium." 

18Böcher, "Johannes der Täufer," 81-86.  This essay was originally published in 

1978. 

19Gelin, "Apocalypse," 12:625-627. 

20Le Bourdellès, "L'épisode des Deux Témoins," 67-78. 

21James Leonard Papandrea, The Wedding of the Lamb: A Historical Approach to 

the Book of Revelation (Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2011), 32-33, 39-40, 63, 73-

75, 79, 117-122. 

22Witulski, Apk 11. 
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APPENDIX C 

IDENTIFICATIONS OF THE TWO WITNESSES  

AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

Introduction 

Represented below are endeavors to argue that the two witnesses symbolize the 

people of God.  These pieces are significant in that they offer some measure of 

argumentation for an identification as opposed to just stating a view without any 

noticeable support.  The time frame for these works is from 1700 onward. 

These expositions represent several identifications, of which the main one is the 

witnesses as the church.  Some of the identifications look to only a part of the people of 

God, such as the martyrs of the church, the prophets, or the ministers.  Some of these 

expositions are noted in chapter 4.  The set of identifications represented here is not 

comprehensive. 

For many of the citations below, I have included pages that also cover Rev 11:1-2 

to give context for the particular readings of 11:3-13.  At times, commentators have 

included 11:14 in their discussions.  Where appropriate, the pages covering that verse are 

also a part of the citation.  On occasion, how commentators view the timing of the 

witnesses' activity is made plain in some other part of their work.  I mention those pages 

as well as necessary. 

If an author has espoused a particular view of the witnesses over more than one 
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work, I cite only the main piece.  When an author's viewpoint has changed from one 

work to another, I try to cite all the relevant works from that author. 

The Witnesses as the Church in General 

Significant expositions that argue that the witnesses are the church in general 

abound.  I am aware of well over a hundred works with such interpretations.  Given the 

size of this set of literature, I limit my remarks here primarily to pieces that have several 

arguments or that are authored by well-known commentators on Revelation. 

While authors might agree that the witnesses represent the church, they do not 

necessarily agree on the timing for the witnesses' activity.  In fact, the timing of the 

witnesses' activity is sometimes not clearly defined.  This is reflected in the remarks 

offered here. 

A viewpoint featured in chapter 4 is that of the witnesses as the church during its 

sojourn between the comings of Jesus to earth, that is, the church age.  Representatives of 

this viewpoint include Gregory Kimball Beale (born 1949), Joseph Bonsirven (1880-

1958), Louis Andrew Brighton (1927-2015), Lucien Cerfaux (1883-1968) and Jules-

Marie Cambier (1915-1992), Isabelle Donegani, Heinz Giesen (born 1940), Wilfrid John 

Harrington (born 1927), William Hendriksen (1900-1982), Philip Edgcumbe Hughes 

(1915-1990), Hendrik Rijk van de Kamp (born 1951), Craig S. Keener (born 1960), 

Simon J. Kistemaker (born 1930), Craig Richard Koester (born 1953), Raymond Joseph 

Loenertz (1900-1976); Philip Lee Mayo (born 1960), William Milligan (1821-1893), 

Markus Öhler (born 1967), Alfred Plummer (1841-1926) with Thomas Randall and 

Arthur Thomas Bott, Pierre Prigent (born 1928), Akira Satake, Stephen Stewart Smalley 
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(born 1931), Henry Barclay Swete (1835-1917), and Felise Tavo.1   

Another viewpoint featured in chapter 4 agrees that the witnesses are the church, 

                                                 

1Beale, Book of Revelation, 536-608, 621-622, 639-640, 642-643, 646-647, 687-

692, 694-695, 730-731, 770; Joseph Bonsirven, L'Apocalypse de Saint Jean: Traduction 

et commentaire, Verbum Salutis 16 (Paris: Beauchesne et ses fils, 1951), 189-190, 192-

200, 223-224; Louis Andrew Brighton, Revelation, Concordia Commentary (St. Louis, 

MO: Concordia Publishing House, 1999), 282-303; Lucien Cerfaux and Jules-Marie 

Cambier, L'Apocalypse de Saint Jean lue aux Chrétiens, Lectio divina 17 (Paris: Les 

Éditions du Cerf, 1955), 90-97; Donegani, "À cause de la parole", 381-445; Heinz 

Giesen, Die Offenbarung des Johannes, Regensburger Neues Testament (Regensburg, 

Germany: Verlag Friedrich Pustet, 1997), 239-261; Wilfrid John Harrington, Revelation, 

ed. Daniel J. Harrington, Sacra Pagina Series 16 (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 

1993), 118-125; Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors: An Interpretation of the Book of 

Revelation, 151-159, 172-174; Philip Edgcumbe Hughes, The Book of the Revelation: A 

Commentary (Leicester, United Kingdom: Inter-Varsity Press; Grand Rapids, MI: 

William B. Eerdmans, 1990), 120-131; Kamp, Openbaring, 214, 219, 221, 252-274, 281-

284, 290-293, 300-301, 313; Craig S. Keener, Revelation, NIV Application Commentary 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000), 286-303; Simon J. Kistemaker, Exposition of the 

Book of Revelation, New Testament Commentary 20 (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 

2001), 321-340; Koester, Revelation, 438-441, 483-487, 494-512; Raymond Joseph 

Loenertz, The Apocalypse of Saint John, trans. Hilary J. Carpenter (London: Sheed & 

Ward, 1947), 79-85, 92, 94-95; Mayo, "Those Who Call", 115-143; William Milligan, 

"The Revelation of St. John the Divine," in A Popular Commentary on the New 

Testament, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Scribner's Sons; Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 

1879-1883), 4:92-96 (being part of the seperate pagination for the whole section on 

Revelation), accessed October 27, 2015, Google Books; William Milligan, The Book of 

Revelation, Expositor's Bible (New York: A. C. Armstrong & Son, 1896), 168-189, 

accessed October 27. 2015, Google Books; Markus Öhler, Elia im Neuen Testament: 

Untersuchungen zur Bedeutung des alttestamentlichen Propheten im frühen Christentum, 

Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft und die Kunde der älteren 

Kirche 88 (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1997), 263-288; Alfred Plummer and others, 

Revelation, Pulpit Commentary (New York: Funk & Wagnalls, [1880?]), 288-294, 

accessed August 18, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection; Prigent, 

L'Apocalypse, 260-277; Prigent, Commentary on the Apocalypse, 337-359; Satake, Die 

Offenbarung des Johannes, 115, 259-272; Stephen Stewart Smalley, The Revelation to 

John: A Commentary on the Greek Text of the Apocalypse (Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 2005), 246-247, 250-255, 269-287; Henry Barclay Swete, The 

Apocalypse of St. John: The Greek Text with Introduction, Notes and Indices, 3rd ed. 

(London: Macmillan, 1911), cxxxvii-cxxxviii, 132-141, 152, accessed August 9, 2015, 

Internet Archive Canadian Libraries Collection; and Tavo, Woman, Mother and Bride, 

173-223. 
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but places them in a special era that is in the future relative to John (either near or far) 

and that comes before the second coming.  Representatives of this viewpoint include 

David Edward Aune (born 1939), George Raymond Beasley-Murray (1916-2000), 

Maynard Eugene Boring (born 1935), Ian Kieran Boxall (born 1964), Theodor Friedrich 

Dethlof Kliefoth (1810-1895), Jan Lambrecht (born 1926), Gerhard Maier (born 1937), 

Robert Hayden Mounce (born 1921), John Philip McMurdo Sweet (1927-2009), and 

Anton Vögtle (1910-1996).2  Ben Witherington III (born 1951) seems to espouse 

something similar to this perspective, but he notes the possibility that the two witnesses 

represent the two faithful congregations visible in the letters to the seven churches.3 

Some other significant expositions also relate the witnesses to the church, but they 

are more ambiguous about the timing of the witnesses' activity.  Here is Alan Sumner 

Bandy (born 1973), Richard Bauckham (born 1946), Brian Keith Blount (born 1956), 

                                                 

2Aune, Revelation 6-16, 575-632; George Raymond Beasley-Murray, The Book of 

Revelation, New Century Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans; 

London: Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 1981), 168-169, 176-187; Maynard Eugene Boring, 

Revelation, Interpretation, a Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching (Louisville, 

KY: John Knox Press, 1989), 69, 142-148, 158; Ian Kieran Boxall, The Revelation of 

Saint John, Black's New Testament Commentaries 19 (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson 

Publishers; London: Continuum, 2006), 155, 158-167; Theodor Friedrich Dethlof 

Kliefoth, Die Offenbarung des Johannes, 3 vols. (Leipzig: Dörffling und Franke, 1874), 

2:177-221, accessed October 20, 2015, Google Books; Jan Lambrecht, "Apokalyps 11,1-

14: Uitleg en actualisatie," in De sluier opgelicht? Apokalyptiek in Oud en Niew 

Testament (Leuven: Vlaamse bijbelstichting; Acco uitgeverij, 1979), 62-80; Maier, 

Kapitel 1-11, 451-493; Maier, Kapitel 12-22, 18-22, 38, 64-65, 75-76, 78-80, 82-84, 88-

91, 96, 103, 121, 123; Mounce, The Book of Revelation, 211-224; John Philip McMurdo 

Sweet, Revelation, Westminster Pelican Commentaries (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 

1979), 180-189; and Anton Vögtle, Das Buch mit den sieben Siegeln: Die Offenbarung 

des Johannes in Auswahl gedeutet (Freiburg im Breisgau, Germany: Herder, 1981), 85-

91. 

3Witherington, Revelation, 42-43, 46, 157-160, 169-170, 182. 
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Édouard Cothenet (born 1924), Jeremy Shawn Crenshaw (born 1976), Robert Edward 

Dalrymple (born 1966), Gordon Donald Fee (born 1934), David Earl Holwerda (born 

1932), Jonathan Morshead Knight (born 1959), Joseph Layton Mangina (born 1957), J. 

Ramsey Michaels (born 1931), Johannes Maria Nützel (born 1935), James Lynn 

Resseguie (born 1945), Benjamin Steen Stubblefield (born 1983), and Robert Walter 

Wall (born 1947).4 

                                                 

4Alan Sumner Bandy, The Prophetic Lawsuit in the Book of Revelation, New 

Testament Monographs 29 (Sheffield, United Kingdom: Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2010), 

135-136, 219-220, 223-227; Richard Bauckham, The Climax of Prophecy: Studies on the 

Book of Revelation (London: T & T Clark, 1993), 266-283; Brian Keith Blount, 

Revelation: A Commentary., New Testament Library (Louisville, KY: Westminster John 

Knox Press, 2009), 201-218, 232; Édouard Cothenet, "Prophétisme dans le Nouveau 

Testament," DBSup, ed. Louis Pirot et al. (Paris: Letouzey & Ané, 1926-), vol. 8, cols. 

1329-1331; Édouard Cothenet, Le Message de l'Apocalypse ([Paris?]: Mame/Plon, 1995), 

96-102; Jeremy Shawn Crenshaw, "Will the Real Church Please Stand Up? An 

Exegetical Examination of Revelation 11:1-13," in But These Are Written . . . : Essays on 

Johannine Literature in Honor of Professor Benny C. Aker, ed. Craig S. Keener, Jeremy 

S. Crenshaw, and Jordan Daniel May (Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2014), 194-

213; Dalrymple, Revelation and the Two witnesses, 3-58; Gordon Donald Fee, 

Revelation: A New Covenant Commentary, New Covenant Commentary Series (Eugene, 

OR: Cascade Books, 2011), 145-156; David Earl Holwerda, "The Church and the Little 

Scroll (Revelation 10, 11)," CTJ 34, no. 1 (April 1999): 155-161, accessed November 11, 

2015, EBSCOhost ATLA Religion Database with ATLASerials; Jonathan Morshead 

Knight, Revelation, 2nd ed., Readings: A New Biblical Commentary (Sheffield, United 

Kingdom: Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2011), 90-94; Joseph Layton Mangina, Revelation, 

Brazos Theological Commentary on the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2010), 

134-141, 143; J. Ramsey Michaels, Revelation, IVP New Testament Commentary Series 

20 (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997), 136-143, 148, 152; Johannes Maria 

Nützel, "Zum Schicksal der eschatologischen Propheten," BZ 20, no. 1 (1976): 59-94; 

James Lynn Resseguie, The Revelation of John: A Narrative Commentary (Grand Rapids, 

MI: Baker Academic, 2009), 159-167, 172, 175-176; Benjamin Steen Stubblefield, "The 

Function of the Church in Warfare in the Book of Revelation" (PhD Dissertation, 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2012), 151-166, 187-190, accessed October 22, 

2015, ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global; and Robert Walter Wall, Revelation, New 

International Biblical Commentary 18 (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1991), 

141-150. 
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The Witnesses Distinctively as the "True" Church 

There is a primarily older line of interpretation that associates the witnesses with 

the "true" church or the "faithful" Christians over a large segment of time that begins in 

the early centuries of Christianity.  Some of those who take up this line of interpretation 

go so far as to identify particular individuals and communities as being the fulfillment to 

the specifics of the prophecy.  Examples of this line of interpretation are Joseph Baylee 

(1808-1883), Joseph Frederick Berg (1812-1871), David Cambell, Alexander Clark, 

Robert Culbertson (1765-1823), William Cuninghame (ca. 1775-1849), Hermann Johann 

Gräber (1814-1904), Matthew Habershon (1789-1852), Edward Huntingford (1820-

1905), and James Ivory Holmes (1779-1868).5  Others include Bryce Johnston (1747-

                                                 

5Joseph Baylee, The Times of the Gentiles. . . . (London: James Nisbet, 1871), 15-

20, 91-98, 168-169, accessed September 2, 2015, Google Books; Joseph Frederick Berg, 

Prophecy and the Times; or, England and Armageddon. An Application of Some of the 

Predictions of Daniel and St. John to Current Events (Philadelphia: Higgins and 

Pirkinpine, 1856), 137-200, accessed August 25, 2015, Google Books; David Cambell, 

Illustrations of Prophecy; Particularly the Evening and Morning visions of Daniel, and 

the Apocalyptical Visions of John (Boston: by the author, 1840), 344-352, accessed 

August 20, 2015, Google Books; [Alexander Clark?], The Book of Prophecy opened: Or, 

A Plain Discovery of the Hidden Treasure of Wisdom and Knowledge, Contained in the 

Book with Seven Seals. . . . (London: by the author, 1779), 154-182, accessed October 20, 

2015, Google Books; Robert Culbertson, Lectures, Expository and Practical, on the Book 

of Revelation, New ed., 3 vols. (Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd, 1826), 2:404-457, accessed 

August 27, 2015, Google Books; William Cuninghame, A Dissertation on the Seals and 

Trumpets of the Apocalypse, and the Prophetical Period of Twelve Hundred and Sixty 

Years, 3rd ed. (London: Thomas Cadell; Hatchard & Son; James Nisbet; Edinburgh: 

Waugh & Innes; J. Lindsay; Glasgow: John Smith & Son, 1832), xxi-xxii, 127-163, 252-

260, 279-290, accessed November 3, 2015, Google Books; Hermann Johann Gräber, 

Versuch einer historischen Erklärung der Offenbarung des Johannes. . . . (Heidelberg, 

Germany: Karl Winter, 1857), 172-192, accessed August 27, 2015, Google Books; 

Edward Huntingford, A Practical Interpretation of the Revelation of St. John the Divine, 

3rd ed. (London: Bickers & Son, 1900), 186-201, 271-275, 422-434; Matthew 

Habershon, An Historical Exposition of the Prophecies of the Revelation of St. John. . . . 

(London: James Nisbet; B. Wertheim, 1841), 215-288, accessed August 27, 2015, Google 

Books; James Ivory Holmes, The Revelation of Saint John the Divine Elucidated. . . . 2 
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1805), Robert Nevin (1817-1893), Thomas Pyle (1674-1756), James Robertson (died 

1732), Justin Almerin Smith (1819-1896) and James Robinson Boise (1815-1895), John 

St. Clair, and Frederic Thruston (ca. 1787-1821).6  Oral Edmond Collins's (1928-2013) 

exposition is a rare more recent example.7   

                                                 

vols. (London: J. Hatchard, 1815), 1:324-378, accessed August 27, 2015, Google Books. 

The work of Culbertson was originally published at an earlier time.  Baylee seems to 

have narrowed his definition of the witnesses in a later commentary.  See Joseph Baylee, 

The Apocalypse: The Voice of Jesus Christ from the Throne of Glory. With an Exegetical 

and Practical Commentary (London: James Nisbet, 1876), 253-270.  Meanwhile, 

Habershon expands his definition of the witnesses in a later edition.  See Matthew 

Habershon, An Historical Exposition of the Prophecies of the Revelation of St. John. . . . 

2nd ed., 2 vols. (London: James Nisbet; B. Wertheim, 1844), 1:229-276, accessed 

November 3, 2015, Google Books. 

6Bryce Johnston, A Commentary on the Revelation of St. John, New ed., 2 vols. 

(Edinburgh: William Creech, 1807), 1:356-403, accessed October 27, 2015, Google 

Books; Robert Nevin, Studies in Prophecy. In Two Parts. Part I. Studies in the Old 

Testament—chiefly Ezekiel and Daniel. Part II. The Apocalypse (Londonderry, United 

Kingdom: James Montgomery, 1890), 395-414; Thomas Pyle, A Paraphrase on the Acts 

of the Holy Apostles, upon All the Epistles of the New Testament, and upon the 

Revelations. . . . vol. 3, New ed. (Oxford: J. Parker; London: Law and Whittaker, 1817), 

3:119-121, 123-131, accessed October 20, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries 

Collection; James Robertson, Καινὰ καὶ Παλαιά, Things New and Old: Or, An Exposition 

Of the Book of the Revelation of John the Apostle. . . . (Edinburgh: by the author, 1730), 

171-200, accessed August 27, 2015, Gale Eighteenth Century Collections Online; Justin 

Almerin Smith and James Robinson Boise, Commentary on the Revelation, American 

Commentary on the New Testament (Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 

1884), 150-161, 179-183, accessed August 30, 2015, Internet Archive American 

Libraries Collection; John St. Clair, Observations On Certain Passages in Daniel And 

The Apocalypse of John. . . . (London: S. Crowder and H. Woodgate, 1755), 115-121, 

accessed August 27, 2015, Gale Eighteenth Century Collections Online; and Frederic 

Thruston, England Safe and Triumphant: or, Researches into the Apocalyptic Little Book, 

and Prophecies, Connected and Synchronical, 2 vols. (Coventry, United Kingdom: F. C. 

and J. Rivington, 1812), 1:128-231, accessed October 27, 2015, West Bengal Public 

Library Network DSpace.  The works of Johnston and Pyle were originally published at 

earlier times. 

7Oral Edmond Collins, The Final Prophecy of Jesus: An Introduction, Analysis, 

and Commentary on the Book of Revelation (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2007), 237-

266. 
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There is a group of commentators whose thinking is similar to those just cited, but 

who emphasize the ministers or preachers of the select congregations.  This type of 

exposition is found in Clement Moore Butler (1810-1890), Benajah Harvey Carroll 

(1843-1914), John Cumming (1807-1881), Edward Bishop Elliott (1793-1875), John Gill 

(1697-1771), P. W. Grant, David Nevins Lord (1792-1880), William James Reid (1834-

1902), Thomas Scott (1747-1821), Ethan Smith (1762-1849), Joseph Tanner, Daniel 

Denison Whedon (1808-1885), Edward William Whitaker (1752-1818), Thomas Wickes 

(1814-1870), and James Aitken Wylie (1808-1890).8  Herman Hoeksema's (1886-1965) 

                                                 

8Clement Moore Butler, Lectures on the Book of Revelations (New York Robert 

Carter & Brothers; Washington, DC: William Ballantyne, 1860), 170-198, accessed 

August 20, 2015, Google Books; Benajah Harvey Carroll, The Book of Revelation, ed. 

James Britton Cranfill, Interpretation of the English Bible (New York: Fleming H. 

Revell, 1913), 149-157, accessed August 30, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries 

Collection; John Cumming, Apocalyptic Sketches. Lectures on the Book of Revelation. 

First Series (Philadelphia: Lindsay and Blakiston, 1854), 166-208, accessed August 30, 

2015, Google Books; Elliott, Horæ Apocalypticæ, 2:181-488, 3:260-305; John Gill, An 

Exposition of the Revelation of S. John the Divine, Both Doctrinal and Practical. . . . 

(London: George Keith, 1776), 116-129, accessed August 30, 2015, Google Books; P. W. 

Grant, The Revelation of John. An Exposition (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1889), 

273-301; David Nevins Lord, An Exposition of the Apocalypse, New ed. (New York: 

Franklin Knight, 1859), 249-307, accessed November 1, 2015, Google Books; William 

James Reid, Lectures on the Revelation (Pittsburgh: Stevenson, Foster, 1878), 228-250, 

accessed August 30, 2015, Google Books; Thomas Scott, The Holy Bible: Containing the 

Old and New Testaments, According to the Authorized Version; with Explanatory Notes, 

Practical Observations, and Copious Marginal References, vol. 6, Stereotype ed. 

(Boston: Samuel T. Armstrong; Crocker and Brewster; New York: J. P. Haven, 1824), 

6:736-741, accessed August 30, 2015, Google Books; Ethan Smith, Key to the 

Revelation. In Thirty-Eight Lectures, Taking the Whole Book in Course, 2nd ed. (Boston: 

Whipple & Damrell, 1837), 141-161, 222-223, accessed August 31, 2015, Google Books; 

Joseph Tanner, Daniel and the Revelation: The Chart of Prophecy, and Our Place in It. A 

Study of the Historical and Fururist Interpretation (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 

1898), 105-106, 108-116, 134-147; Daniel Denison Whedon, Titus-Revelation, vol. 5 of 

Commentary on the New Testament: Intended for Popular Use (New York: Eaton & 

Mains; Cincinnatti: Jennings & Graham, 1908), 315-316, 404-410, 416-417, 421, 

accessed August 31, 2015, Google Books; Edward William Whitaker, A General And 

Connected View Of The Prophecies Relating To The Times Of The Gentiles, Delivered by 
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exposition is similar to this latter group as to what the witnesses represent, but differs 

significantly as to the timing of the witnesses' activity.9  The interpretation of Charles 

Daubuz (1673-1717) is also similar to this latter group as to whom the witnesses are.  

While seeing the true church as a whole in the witnesses, Daubuz also finds an emphasis 

on ecclesiastical and civil leaders.10 

The Witnesses as Part of God's People 

Edward Payson Blair (1910-2008), François de Bovet (1745-1838), George 

Bradford Caird (1917-1984), Martin Kiddle and M. K. Ross, Leon Morris (1914-2006), 

Mitchell Glenn Reddish (born 1953), Allison Albert Trites (born 1936), and John R. 

Yeatts (born 1946) argue that the witnesses represent the martyrs of the church.11  The 

                                                 

our Blessed Saviour, the Prophet Daniel, and the Apostles Paul and John. . . . (Egham, 

United Kingdom: C. Boult, 1795), 176-186, 269-272, 272, note "†", accessed October 28, 

2015, Google Books; Thomas Wickes, An Exposition of the Apocalypse, in a Series of 

Discourses (New York: M. W. Dodd, 1851), 145-161, 173-177, 185-189, accessed 

August 31, 2015, Google Books; and James Aitken Wylie, The Seventh Vial; or, The Past 

and Present of Papal Europe as Shown in the Apocalypse, New ed. (London: Hamilton, 

Adams; Edinburgh: Andrew Elliot, 1868), 55-125.  The works of Gill, Scott, and Whedon 

were originally published at earlier times. 

9Herman Hoeksema, Behold, He Cometh! An Exposition of the Book of 

Revelation, ed. Homer Cooper Hoeksema (Grand Rapids, MI: Reformed Free Publishing 

Association, 1969), 361-398. 

10Charles Daubuz, A Perpetual Commentary on the Revelation of St. John. . . . 

(London: Benjamin Tooke, 1720), 50-51, 60-61, 489-544, 618-621, accessed November 

2, 2015, Google Books. 

11Edward Payson Blair, The Acts and Apocalyptic Literature, Guide for Bible 

Readers (New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1946), 133-135; Bovet, L'esprit de 

l'Apocalypse, 330-363; Caird, Commentary on the Revelation, 130-140; Kiddle and Ross, 

Revelation, 174-206; Leon Morris, The Book of Revelation: An Introduction and 

Commentary, Rev. ed., Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Leicester, United 

Kingdom Inter-Varsity Press; Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1987), 140-148; 

Mitchell Glenn Reddish, Revelation, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary. (Macon, GA: 
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timing for the witnesses' activities and the circumstances of their ministry is not 

necessarily the same among these commentators. 

Ernest-Bernard Allo (1873-1945), Joseph Sylvester Considine (1893-1973), 

Walter Garrett (died 1716), James Glasgow (1805-1890), William Anthony Holmes 

(1782-1843), John Lawrie, Lambertus Johannes Lietaert Peerbolte (born 1963), Ulrich B. 

Müller (born 1938), Moses Stuart (1780-1852), and Thomas Whittemore (1800-1861) 

argue that the witnesses represent a group of Christian teachers, preachers, or ministers.12  

The timing for the witnesses' activities and the circumstances of their ministry is not 

necessarily the same among these commentators.   

                                                 

Smyth & Helwys, 2001), 205-214, 219-224; Allison Albert Trites, The New Testament 

Concept of Witness, Society for New Testament Studies, Monograph Series, 31 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977), 164-170; and John R. Yeatts, 

Revelation, Believers Church Bible Commentary (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 2003), 

181-182, 191-199, 204-214.   

12Allo, Saint Jean: L'Apocalypse, 143-167; Considine, "The Two Witnesses: 

Apoc. 11:3-13," 377-392; Garrett, Exposition of Rev. xj; Glasgow, Apocalypse, 288-313; 

William Anthony Holmes, The Time of the End; Being a Series of Lectures on 

Prophetical Chronology (London: R. B. Seeley and W. Burnside, 1833), 137-168, 

accessed August 19, 2015, Google Books; John Lawrie, The Completion of Prophecy, 

The Clearest evidence of the Truth of Christianity. . . . (Edinburgh: Wheldon and Waller; 

London: Leigh and Sothebay, 1781), 128-167, accessed August 19, 2015, Google Books; 

Lambertus Johannes Lietaert Peerbolte, The Antecedents of Antichrist: A Traditio-

Historical Study of the Earliest Christian Views on Eschatological Opponents, 

Supplements to the Journal for the Study of Judaism 49 (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1996), 121-

128, 143, 167-168; Ulrich B. Müller, Die Offenbarung des Johannes, Ökumenischer 

Taschenbuchkommentar zum Neuen Testament 19 (Gütersloh, Germany: Gütersloher 

Verlagshaus Gerd Mohn; Würzburg, Germany: Echter Verlag, 1984), 204-221; Stuart, 

Commentary on the Apocalypse, 2:213-240; and Thomas Whittemore, A Commentary on 

the Revelation of St. John, the Divine (Boston: James M. Usher, 1848), 185-191, accessed 

November 2, 2015, Google Books.  Lietaert Peerbolte seems to advance a more general 

ecclesiastical view of the witnesses at Lambertus Johannes Lietaert Peerbolte, "Sodom, 

Egypt, and the Two Witnesses of Revelation 11:8," in Sodom's Sin: Genesis 18-19 and 

Its Interpretation, ed. Edward Noort and Eibert J. C. Tigchelaar, Themes in Biblical 

Narrative 7 (Leiden: Brill, 2004), 63-82. 
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Henricus Maria Féret (1904-1992) argues that the two witnesses go beyond 

simply representing Christian religious leaders.  They also refer to Christian political 

leaders.13 

Alan F. Johnson (born 1933), Robert Benjamin Kübel (1838-1894), Barclay 

Moon Newman (born 1931), Jürgen Roloff (1930-2004), Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza 

(born 1938), Matthew J. Streett, and Bernhard Weiss (1827-1918) believe that Rev 11 is 

talking about a group of Christian prophets.14  The timing for the witnesses' activities and 

the circumstances of their ministry is not necessarily the same among these 

commentators. 

Two commentators link the witnesses to the general body of Christians in 

Jerusalem before the fall of the city in 70 CE.  Here are Henry Cowles (1803-1881) and 

Hubert J. Richards (1921-2010).15  Mathias Rissi (1920-2006) also associates the 

                                                 

13Henricus Maria Féret, The Apocalypse of St. John, trans. Elizabeth Corathiel 

(Westminster, MD: Newman Press, 1958), 145-150, 195-196. 

14Alan F. Johnson, "Revelation," in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, ed. 

Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland, rev. ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 

2006), 13:679-689; Kübel, Pastoralbriefe, 242-251; Barclay Moon Newman, Jr., 

Rediscovering the Book of Revelation (Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1968), 73-75; 

Jürgen Roloff, The Revelation of John: A Continental Commentary, trans. John E. Alsup, 

Continental Commentary (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1993), 127-135; Schüssler 

Fiorenza, Revelation: Vision of a Just World, 76-79; Matthew J. Streett, Here Comes the 

Judge: Violent Pacifism in the Book of Revelation, Library of New Testament Studies 

462 (New York: T & T Clark, 2012), 205-209; and Bernhard Weiss, Apostolische Briefe, 

Offenbarung Johannis, vol. 2 of Das Neue Testament nach D. Martin Luthers 

berichtigter Übersetzung mit fortlaufender Erläuterung versehen, 2nd ed. (Leipzig: J. C. 

Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung, 1907), 505-507.  Kübel's commentary was originally 

published in 1888. 

15Henry Cowles, The Revelation of John; with Notes, Critical, Explanatory, and 

Practical. . . . (New York: D. Appleton, 1871), 124-133, 247-254, accessed October 29, 

2015, Google Books; and Hubert J. Richards, What the Spirit Says to the Churches: A 
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witnesses with the Jerusalem church, but he differs from the other two commentators in 

respect to the timing of the witnesses' activity.16  He sees the time of the witnesses' 

activity as the era between the comings of Christ to earth.  Rissi seems to differ in 

additional way from the other two.  Rissi's handling of the tale of the witnesses suggests 

that he believes that what is happening to the Jerusalem Christians speaks to what is 

happening to the larger church in the world.17 

Some, mostly older expositions, speak about a group of people in succession who 

oppose the supposed failings of the Papacy over the course of many years.  Some of these 

go so far as to identify particular individuals and communities as being the fulfillment to 

the specifics of the prophecy.  Here one can consider Michael Arthur, John James 

Bachmair (died 1778), Albert Barnes (1798-1870), David Brown (1803-1897), Alexander 

Fraser (1749-1802), Henry Gauntlett (1762–1833), Alexander Hislop (1807-1865), 

Samuel Langdon (1723-1797), Moses Lowman (1680-1752), Alexander McLeod (1774-

1833), James Murray (1732-1782), Thomas Newton (1704-1782), Lauchlan Taylor (died 

1785), Thomas Williams (1755-1839), and John Chappel Woodhouse (ca. 1749-1833).18 

                                                 

Key to the Apocalypse of John (New York: P. J. Kenedy and Sons, 1967), 83-86. 

16Rissi, Time and History, 26-28, 39-41, 87-88, 96-104, 114.  Cf. the original 

German at Rissi, Was ist und was geschehen soll danach, 31-32, 44-46, 90-92, 99-107, 

117. 

17Rissi, Time and History, 99-103, 114.  Cf. Rissi, Was ist und was geschehen soll 

danach, 103-106, 117. 

18Michael Arthur, The two Witnesses prophesying a Thousand two Hundred and 

Threescore Says in Sackloth [sic]. . . . (Glasgow: by the author, 1779), accessed 

September 4, 2015, Gale Eighteenth Century Collections Online; John James Bachmair, 

The Revelation of St. John Historically Explained. . . . (London, 1778), 161-205, accessed 

September 4, 2015, Google Books; Albert Barnes, Notes, Explanatory and Practical, on 
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Another relatively older exposition expands the identification of the witnesses to 

include not only opponents of the apparent spiritual tyranny of the Papacy, but also 

                                                 

the Book of Revelation (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1851), 300-328, accessed August 

20, 2015, Google Books; David Brown, The Apocalypse: Its Structure and Primary 

Predictions (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1891), 112-123, 145-161, 215-216, 

accessed September 6, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection; Alexander 

Fraser, A Key to the Prophecies of the Old & New Testament, Which Are Not Yet 

Accomplished. . . . (Edinburgh: Bell & Bradfute; London: G. G. & J. Robinson, 1795), 

41-51, 137-146, 157-167, accessed September 6, 2015, Internet Archive American 

Libraries Collection; Henry Gauntlett, An Exposition of the Book of Revelation. . . . 2nd 

ed. (London: L. B. Seeley; J. Hatchard and Son, 1821), 139-165, accessed September 6, 

2015, Google Books; Alexander Hislop, The Red Republic; or, Scarlet-Coloured Beast of 

the Apocalypse: Being an Inquiry into the Period of the Prophesying of the Two 

Witnesses, and the Character of the Beast That Kills Them. . . . (Edinburgh: William 

Whyte; Glasgow: W. Collins and D. Bryce; London: Longman, Brown, 1849), accessed 

October 19, 2015, Google Books; Samuel Langdon, Observations On The Revelation Of 

Jesus Christ to St. John. . . . (Worcester, MA: Isaiah Thomas, 1791), 140-155, accessed 

September 7, 2015, Gale Eighteenth Century Collections Online; Moses Lowman, A 

Paraphrase and Notes on the Revelation of St. John, 4th ed. (London: W. Baynes, 1807), 

126-141, 183-190, accessed September 7, 2015, Google Books; Alexander McLeod, 

Lectures upon the Principal Prophecies of the Revelation (New York: Whiting and 

Watson; Eastburn, Kirk; Philadelphia: William W. Woodward, 1814), 309-348, 365-370, 

accessed September 7, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection; James 

Murray, Lectures Upon The Book of the Revelation, Of John the Divine: Containing A 

new Explanation of the History, Visions, and Prophesies, contained in that Book, 2 vols. 

(Newcastle upon Tyne, United Kingdom, 1778), 2:230-235, 240-251, accessed 

September 7, 2015, Gale Eighteenth Century Collections Online; Thomas Newton, 

Dissertations on the Prophecies, Which Have Remarkably Been Fulfilled, and at This 

Time Are Fulfilling in the World, New ed. (London: Longman; John Richardson; J. M. 

Richardson; et al., 1832), 211-212, 486-516, 603-612, accessed September 7, 2015, 

Google Books; Lauchlan Taylor, An Essay On some Important Passages Of The 

Revelation Of The Apostle John; Compared with correspondent Passages of the Book Of 

Daniel, 2nd ed. (Edinburgh: by the author, 1770), x-xi, 57-59, 85-86, 98-100, 110-147, 

accessed September 7, 2015, Google Books; Thomas Williams, The Cottage Bible and 

Family Expositor; Containing the Authorized Translation of the Old and New 

Testaments, with Practical Reflections, and Short Explanatory Notes, Calculated to 

Elucidate Difficult and Obscure Passages, vol. 3 (London: W. Simpkin and R. Marshall, 

[1828?]), 3:825-829, accessed October 19, 2015, Google Books; and John Chappel 

Woodhouse, Annotations on the Apocalypse. . . . (London: J. Hatchard and Son, 1828), 

223-238, 272-277, accessed September 9, 2015, Google Books.  The works of Lowman 

and Newton were originally published at earlier times. 
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opponents of civil tyranny.  This is the position of James Bicheno (1752-1831) and 

Joseph Lomas Towers (1770-1831).19 

Other Views Relating the Witnesses to God's People 

Although they may not all have in mind exactly the same conception of the 

groups and the time of their activity, John Aquila Brown (1774-1830), John Hersey 

(1786-1862), Francis John Bodfield Hooper (1810-1888), Henry William Lovett, 

Edmondo F. Lupieri (born 1950), and Hans Wood argue that the witnesses are Jews and 

Christians.20  Similar to this is the view of Catherine Gunsalus González (born 1934) and 

                                                 

19James Bicheno, The Signs of the Times: In Three Parts, New ed. (London, 

1808), 40-71, 84-95, accessed November 3, 2015, Google Books; and [Joseph Lomas 

Towers?], Illustrations Of Prophecy: In The Course Of Which Are Elucidated Many 

Predictions, Which Occur In Isaiah, Or Daniel, In The Writings Of The Evangelists, Or 

The Book Of Revelation. . . . 2 vols. (London, 1796), 1:79-154, 2:363-375, accessed 

November 9, 2015, Google Books.  Bicheno's work is drawn from three earlier 

publications.  He originally discusses the witnesses in 1793 in an edition of the first part 

of the later work.  Thus, Towers can reflect upon the work of Bicheno in 1796. 

20John Aquila Brown, The Jew, the Master-key of the Apocalypse. . . . (London: 

Hatchard and Son; Seeley and Son; Nisbet, 1827), 56-57, 62-64, 85-88, accessed 

September 7, 2015, Google Books; John Hersey, The Identity of the Two Apocalyptic 

Witnesses. . . . (Baltimore: Armstrong & Berry; Philadelphia: Higgins & Perkinpine, 

1857), 15-184, accessed September 7, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries 

Collection; Francis John Bodfield Hooper, The Revelation of Jesus Christ by John, 2 

vols. (London: J. & F. H. Rivington; Edinburgh: A. & C. Black, 1861), 1:452-497, 

accessed September 7, 2015, Google Books; Henry William Lovett, The Revelation of 

Saint John Explained, 2nd ed. (London: Whittaker, 1838), 325-357, 413, 440, accessed 

October 20, 2015, Google Books; Edmondo F. Lupieri, A Commentary on the Apocalypse 

of John, trans. Maria Poggi Johnson and Adam Kamesar, Italian Texts and Studies on 

Religion and Society (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2006), 172-184, 194-

197, 204-206; Hans [John M–D Wood, pseud.], The Revelation of St. John, Considered 

As Alluding to Certain Services of the Jewish Temple. . . . (London: by the author, 1787), 

126-149, 160-161, 166-167, 428-429, 474-479, accessed May 20, 2012, Google Books. 
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Justo Luis González (born 1937).  They argue that the witnesses represent Israel and the 

Church.21 

Some commentators are not satisfied with seeing the witnesses either as two 

actual people or as a group of individuals.  Rather, they argue that, although the 

description of the witnesses may be tied to actual persons, the witnesses themselves are a 

symbol for Christian testimony in action.  The witnesses can then function as a model or 

paradigm for the audience of Revelation.  This way of understanding the two witnesses is 

expressed by Johannes Behm (1883-1948), Adela Yarbro Collins (born 1945), David 

DeSilva (born 1967), Charles Homer Giblin (1928-2002), Ernst Wilhelm Hengstenberg 

(1802-1869), Paul Sevier Minear (1906-2007), George Thomas Montague (born 1929), 

Ulrike Riemer (born 1969), Christopher Charles Rowland (born 1947), and Charles 

Archibald Anderson Scott (1859-1941).22  Richard Charles Henry Lenski (1864-1936) 

                                                 

21Catherine Gunsalus González and Justo Luis González, Revelation, Westminster 

Bible Companion (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 1997), 70-73. 

22Johannes Behm, Die Offenbarung des Johannes: Übersetzt und erklärt, 5th ed., 

Das Neue Testament Deutsch, Neues Göttinger Bibelwerk, 11 (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck 

& Ruprecht, 1949), 57-61; Adela Yarbro Collins, The Apocalypse, New Testament 

Message 22 (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1979), 68-73; David Arthur DeSilva, 

Seeing Things John's Way: The Rhetoric of the Book of Revelation (Louisville, KY: 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2009), 75-78, 86, 102, 113, 140, 154, 223-225, 231, 266, 

342; Giblin, "Revelation 11:1-13," 433-459; Ernst Wilhelm Hengstenberg, Die 

Offenbarung des heiligen Johannes für solche die in der Schrift forschen, 2nd ed. (Berlin: 

L. Oehmigke's Verlag, 1861-1862), 1:344-377, accessed September 8, 2015, Google 

Books; George Thomas Montague, The Apocalypse and the Third Millennium: Today's 

Guide to the Book of Revelation (Ann Arbor, MI: Servant Publications, 1998), 145-150; 

Paul Sevier Minear, I Saw a New Earth: An Introduction to the Visions of the Apocalypse 

(Washington: Corpus Books, 1968), 95-104; Ulrike Riemer, Das Tier auf dem 

Kaiserthron? Eine Untersuchung zur Offenbarung des Johannes als historischer Quelle, 

Beiträge zur Altertumskunde 114 (Stuttgart: B. G. Teubner, 1998), 65-69; Christopher 

Charles Rowland, Revelation, Epworth Commentaries (London: Epworth Press, 1993), 

97-101; and Scott, The Book of the Revelation, 208-217.  For what appears to be a 
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also emphasizes the testimony in action, but does not say anything about it serving as a 

model for the readers.23 

Although the details of their interpretations differ, Samuel Davies Baldwin  

(1818-1866) and Johann Peter Lange (1802-1884) understand the witnesses as 

representing the Christian church and the Christian state.24   

Kamal Fahim Awad Hanna (born 1961), Thomas Alexander Lacey (1853-1931), 

and Paolo Byong-Seob Min see a combined image of the Spirit and the followers of 

Christ.25  Homer Hailey (1903-2000) is quite similar, putting forth two options.26  If the 

duality of the witnesses is literal, then the two witnesses represent the Holy Spirit and the 

apostles.  If the duality of the witnesses is figurative, then the saints generally, as 

                                                 

slightly different identification for Rowland, cf. Christopher Charles Rowland, "The 

Book of Revelation," in The New Interpreter's Bible (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 

1994-2002), 12:640-643, 646.  Scott seems to espouse a different view of the witnesses, a 

literal one, in another work.  See Scott, Revelation, 216-224. 

23Richard Charles Henry Lenski, The Interpretation of St. John's Revelation 

(Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Publishing House, 1963), 326-351. 

24Samuel Davies Baldwin, Armageddon. . . . Rev. ed. (Nashville: Southern 

Methodist Publishing House, 1884), 294-304, 462-464, accessed September 14, 2015, 

Google Books; Johann Peter Lange, Die Offenbarung des Johannes. Theologisch-

homiletisch bearbeitet., Theologisch-homiletisches Bibelwerk, Die Heilige Schrift, Des 

Neuen Testamentes, 16 (Bielefeld, Germany: Velhagen und Klasing, 1871), 148-155, 

accessed September 14, 2015, Google Books; and Johann Peter Lange, The Revelation of 

John, ed. Elijah Richardson Craven, trans. Evelina Moore, Commentary on the Holy 

Scriptures, New Testament, 10 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1874), 222-227, 

229-232, accessed September 14, 2015, Google Books.  Baldwin's work was originally 

published in 1854. 

25Hanna, La passione di Cristo, 271-292; Thomas Alexander Lacey, "The Two 

Witnesses," JTS 11, no. 1 (1910): 55-60; and Min, "I due testimoni." 

26Hailey, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 42, 47-48, 249-261, 288. 



 

 407 

recipients of the message of the apostles, are included in the referent for the symbol of 

the two witnesses. 

In the other appendices, other significant expositions are mentioned that combine 

some view of the witnesses with the view that they represent the people of God. 
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APPENDIX D 

IDENTIFICATIONS OF THE TWO WITNESSES  

AS SACRED WRITINGS 

Introduction 

Represented below are endeavors to argue that the two witnesses symbolize 

sacred writings.  These pieces are significant in that they offer some measure of 

argumentation for an identification as opposed to just stating a view without any 

noticeable support.  There is, however, variation in the amount of argumentation among 

these works.  No attempt has been made here to distinguish the expositions according the 

quantity of argumentation.  The time frame for these works is from 1700 onward. 

These expositions represent two identifications, of which the main one is the 

witnesses as the Bible.  Some of these expositions are noted in chapter 4.  Reference is 

also made to proposals that mix the idea of a symbol of sacred writings with another 

symbolic understanding of the witnesses. 

For many of the citations below, I have included pages that also cover Rev 11:1-2 

to give context for the particular readings of 11:3-13.  At times, commentators have 

included 11:14 in their discussions.  Where appropriate, the pages covering that verse are 

also a part of the citation.  On occasion, how commentators view the timing of the 

witnesses' activity is made plain in some other part of their work.  I mention those pages 

as well as necessary. 
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If an author has espoused a particular view of the witnesses over more than one 

work, I cite only the main piece.  When an author's viewpoint has changed from one 

work to another, I try to cite all the relevant works from that author. 

The Witnesses as the Law and the Prophets 

The notion that the witnesses represent the Law and the Prophets seems limited to 

the twentieth century, when looking at matters from 1700 onwards.  Although the details 

of their interpretations and even their conceptions of the text of Revelation differ, James 

Lowell Blevins (1936-2004), André Feuillet (1909-1998), Léon Pierre François Gry 

(1879-1952), Edward Allison McDowell, Jr. (1898-1975), M. Robert Mulholland, Jr. 

(born 1936), Michael Robert Newbolt (1874-1956), John Wood Oman (1860-1939), 

Ronald Hadyn Preston (1913-2001) and Anthony Tyrell Hanson (1916-1991), Erwin 

Reisner (1890-1966), and Richard Whitwell all argue that the witnesses, while portrayed 

as Moses and Elijah, represent the Law and the Prophets.1  Eugenio Corsini agrees with 

                                                 

1James Lowell Blevins, Revelation as Drama (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 

1984), 73-76; Feuillet, "Essai d'interprétation du chapitre XI," 183-200; Gry, "Les 

chapitres XI et XII," 203-214; Edward Allison McDowell, Jr., The Meaning and Message 

of the Book of Revelation (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 1951), 112-116, 132, 140; 

Mulholland, Revelation, 183-184, 202-209; Michael Robert Newbolt, The Book of 

Unveiling: A Study of the Revelation of St. John (London: SPCK, 1952), 117-121; John 

Wood Oman, Book of Revelation: Theory of the Text: Rearranged Text and Translation: 

Commentary (Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 1923), 51, 95, 

111-113; Ronald Hadyn Preston and Anthony Tyrrell Hanson, The Revelation of Saint 

John the Divine: Introduction and Commentary, Torch Bible Commentaries (London: 

SCM Press, 1949), 35, 37, 88-90; Erwin Reisner, Das Buch mit den sieben Siegeln 

(Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1949), 95-100; and Richard Whitwell, The 

Apocalypse: An Inquiry into the Mystical and Prophetic Meaning of the Revelation 

Granted to St. John the Divine (London: "The Rally", 1940), 66-69.  Feuillet appears to 

alter his interpretation of the witnesses later at André Feuillet, "La moisson et la 

vendange de l'Apocalypse (14,14-20). La signification chrétienne de la révélation 

johannique [Pt. 2]," NRTh 94, no. 3 (March 1972): 239-242. 



 

 410 

this perspective to an extent.  He goes further to see the witnesses as ultimately referring 

to individuals slain for their adherence to the Law and the Prophets during the era prior to 

Christ's death and resurrection.2  Thus, Corsini's view is actually more like those that see 

the witnesses as representing the people of God (covered in Appendix C). 

The Witnesses as the Bible 

A popular understanding of the witnesses as the Bible sees historical fulfillment 

of the death and resurrection of the two witnesses in events related to the French 

Revolution (1789-1799).  While the revolution was still going on, Alexander Pirie (1737-

1804) argued along this line of thinking.3  In the nineteenth century, interpretations of this 

type were offered by Sidney Smith Brewer (1804-1889), Nikolaus von Brunn (1766-

1849), George Croly (1780-1860), James Hatley Frere (1779-1866), Edward Irving 

(1792-1834), Alfred Jenour (1797-1868), Barton Warren Johnson (1833-1894), Josiah 

Litch (1809-1886), William Miller (1782-1849), Samuel Ralston (1756-1851), Alexander 

Shand, Uriah Smith (1832-1903), George Storrs (1796-1879), and Josiah White.4  In the 

                                                 

2Eugenio Corsini, The Apocalypse: The Perennial Revelation of Jesus Christ, 

trans. and ed. Francis J. Moloney, Good News Studies 5 (Wilmington, DE: Michael 

Glazier, 1983), 182-183, 191-201. 

3Alexander Pirie, The French Revolution Exhibited, In The Light Of The Sacred 

Oracles: Or, A Series Of Lectures On The Prophecies Now Fulfilling (Perth, United 

Kingdom: R. Morison & Son, 1795), 15-123, accessed September 30, 2015, Google 

Books. 

4Sidney Smith Brewer, The Slaying of the Witnesses. The Second Woe Is Past and 

Behold the Third Woe Cometh Quickly, 10th ed. (Yarmouth, ME: I. C. Wellcome; 

Boston: O. Goodrich; Philadelphia: J. D. Brown, 1868), accessed September 24, 2015, 

http://www.andrews.edu/library/car/cardigital/digitized/documents/b1415321x.pdf; 

Nikolaus von Brunn, Blicke eines alten Knechts, der auf seinen Herrn wartet, in die 

Offenbarung des Herrn Jesus Christus. . . . (Basel: J. G. Neukirch, 1832), 345-395; 

George Croly, The Apocalypse of St. John. . . . 3rd ed. (London: J. G. & F. Rivington, 
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twentieth century, interpretations in which the two witnesses are the Bible and their death 

and resurrection involves the French Revolution are argued by Roy Allan Anderson 

(1895-1985), Ludwig Richard Conradi (1856-1939), Cyril Mervyn Maxwell (1925-

1999), Ekkehardt Müller (born 1950), John Jay Schaumburg (1874-1948), William 

Ambrose Spicer (1865-1952), and Jean Vuilleumier (1864-1956).5  This type of 

interpretation is also present in the exposition of Revelation in The Seventh-day Adventist 

                                                 

1838), 127-145, accessed September 24, 2015, Google Books; James Hatley Frere, A 

Combined View of the Prophecies of Daniel, Ezra, and St. John. . . . Corr. ed. (London: J. 

Hatchard; Seeley; Nisbet; Panton, 1826), 38-39, 90-91, 93, 97-98, 113-114, accessed 

September 30, 2015, Google Books; Edward Irving, Babylon and Infidelity Foredoomed 

of God. . . . 2 vols. (Glasgow: Chalmers and Collins; Edinburgh: William Whyte; 

William Oliphant; Dublin: R. M. Tims; William Curry, Jr.; London: G. B. Whitaker, 

1826), 1:115-145; Jenour, Rationale Apocalypticum, 1:331-334, 400-456, 475-479; 

Barton Warren Johnson, Vision of the Ages; or, Lectures on the Apocalypse. A Complete 

View of the Book of Revelation, 4th ed. (St. Louis, MO: Christian, 1881), 206-229; Litch, 

Prophetic Expositions, 2:201-226; Miller, Evidence from Scripture, 190-203, 295; 

Samuel Ralston, A Brief Explication of the Principal Prophecies of Daniel and John, As 

They Regard the Church of God. . . . (Pittsburgh, PA: Luke Loomis, 1842), 53-63, 89-96, 

114-115, accessed September 20, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection; 

[Alexander Shand?], An Explanation of the Interesting Prophecy Respecting the Two 

Apocalyptic Witnesses. . . . (London: by the author, 1817), accessed September 19, 2015, 

Google Books; Uriah Smith, Thoughts, Critical and Practical, on the Book of Revelation 

(Battle Creek, MI: Steam Press of the Seventh-day Adventist Pub. Association, 1865), 

187-196, accessed September 24, 2015, Internet Archive Community Texts Collection; 

Storrs, Bible Examiner, 91-107; and Josiah White, The Two Witnesses. Rev. XI (Enfield, 

MA: by the author, 1823). 

5Roy Allan Anderson, Unveiling Daniel and Revelation (Nampa, ID: Pacific 

Press, 2006), 96-97, 152-153, 281-286, 293; Ludwig Richard Conradi, Die Offenbarung 

Jesu Christi (Hamburg: Internationale Traktatgesellschaft, 1907), 263-279; Cyril Mervyn 

Maxwell, The Message of Revelation, vol. 2 of God Cares (Boise, ID: Pacific Press, 

1985), 270-273, 276-307; Müller, Der Erste und der Letzte, 41n43, 44, 83, 180, 193, 195, 

197n95, 201, 203, 209-225, 230, 360, 363, 368-369, 389n27, 392, 407, 443-446; John Jay 

Schaumburg, The Two Witnesses of Revelation Eleven, and Their "Sackcloth" Testimony 

(Oakland, CA: Messiah's Advocate, [1922?]); William Ambrose Spicer, Beacon Lights of 

Prophecy (Washington, DC: Review and Herald, 1935), 247-259; and Jean Vuilleumier, 

L'Apocalypse: Hier, aujourd'hui, demain, 4th ed. (Dammarie-les-Lys, France: Les Signes 

des Temps, 1949), 158-184, 189-190, 230-233. 
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Bible Commentary.6  Also representing this type of interpretation and perhaps coming 

from the twentieth century is the exposition of Samuel Forsey (1858-1942).7  Erwin Roy 

Gane (born 1931) also promotes the witnesses as the Bible and sees a historical 

fulfillment involving the French Revolution, but he is open to another fulfillment in the 

future.8 

There are some expositors who see the two witnesses as the Bible and who 

envision a historical fulfillment that does not involve the French Revolution.  Examples 

of this type of exposition are Alfred Brunson (1793-1882), Andrew Burn (1742-1814), 

Robert Bransby Cooper (1762-1845), Abraham Cummings (1755-1827), William Jones 

(1762-1846), John Ranicar Park (1778–1847), and William Albertus Spurgeon (1852-

1940).9  There are also those making this identification who do not mention the matter of 

                                                 

6"The Revelation of St. John the Divine," in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible 

Commentary, ed. Francis D. Nichol et al., rev. ed. (Washington, DC: Review and Herald, 

1976-1980), 7:799-804.  Note also for the forty-two months and 1,260 days comments at 

"The Book of Daniel," in The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, ed. Francis D. 

Nichol et al., rev. ed. (Washington, DC: Review and Herald, 1976-1980), 4:826-828, 

833-838. 

7Samuel Forsey, "My Two Witnesses": An Exposition of Revelation XI,3-14. . . . 

(London: Spottiswoode, n.d.), accessed September 24, 2015, 

http://www.andrews.edu/library/car/cardigital/digitized/documents/b14333466.pdf. 

8Erwin Roy Gane, Trumpet after Trumpet: Will Revelation's Seven Trumpets 

Sound Again? (Nampa, ID: Pacific Press, 2012), 221-280. 

9Alfred Brunson, A Key to the Apocalypse: or, Revelation of Jesus Christ to St. 

John in the Isle of Patmos (Cincinnati, OH: Walden and Stowe; New York: Philips & 

Hunt, 1880), 57-67, accessed September 27, 2015, EBSCOhost American Theological 

Library Association (ATLA) Historical Monographs Collection, Series 1; Andrew Burn, 

Resurrection of the Two Witnesses. . . . 2nd ed. (London: W. Richardson, 1813), accessed 

September 19, 2015, Google Books; Robert Bransby Cooper, Commentary on the 

Revelation of St. John, or the Apocalypse (London: J. G. & F. Rivington, 1833), 108-132, 

accessed September 24, 2015, Google Books; Abraham Cummings, A Dissertation On 
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a historical fulfillment.  Examples of this type of exposition are Tankiso Letseli Letseli 

(born 1962) and Edwin Earl Reynolds (born 1948).10 

Mixed Proposals 

Several commentators argue that, while the two witnesses in one way represent 

the Bible, they also have another meaning.  One option understands the two witnesses as 

a symbol for the Bible and for the people of God, variously defined.  Sylvester Bliss 

(1814-1863), Ranko Stefanović, and Basil Stewart define the people of God as the church 

for their mixed proposals.11  Hans Karl LaRondelle (1929-2011), Samuel Schor (1859-

1933), and the unknown author of An Original Interpretation of the Apocalypse also 

                                                 

The Introduction And Glory Of The Millennium. To Which Is Prefixed A Discourse on the 

Two Witnesses (Boston: Manning & Loring, 1797), accessed September 19, 2015, Gale 

Eighteenth Century Collections Online; William Jones, Lectures on the Apocalypse 

(London: Holdsworth and Ball; Edinburgh: Waugh and Innes; Dublin: Curry, 1830), 364-

378, accessed September 27, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection; John 

Ranicar Park, A New Exposition of the Apocalypse, So Far as the Prophecies Are 

Fulfilled. . . . 3rd ed. (London: Smith, Elder, 1832), 30-32, 63, 138-146, accessed 

September 24, 2015Google Books; and William Albertus Spurgeon, The Conquering 

Christ: An Interpretation of the Revelation (Muncie, IN, 1936), 129-140, 168-169. 

10Tankiso Letseli Letseli, "The Kingship of God as a Theological Motif in the 

Hymns of the Apocalypse of John" (DLittPhil thesis, Rand Afrikaans University, 2001), 

148-159, accessed September 23, 2015, UJDigispace (the Institutional Repository of the 

University of Johannesburg) Theses and Dissertations Community, Department of 

Religious Studies Collection; and Edwin Earl Reynolds, "The Sodom/Egypt/Babylon 

Motif in the Book of Revelation" (PhD dissertation, Andrews University, 1994), 53-55, 

67-70, 174-178, 186-189, 211-225, 262-281, 293-298, accessed September 23, 2015, 

ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Global. 

11Sylvester Bliss, A Brief Commentary on the Apocalypse, 2nd ed. (Boston: J. V. 

Himes, 1853), 116-133, accessed October 6, 2015, Google Books; Ranko Stefanović, 

Revelation of Jesus Christ: Commentary on the Book of Revelation, 2nd ed. (Berrien 

Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 2009), 343-364; and Basil Stewart, Revelation 

Fulfilled in History: The Visions of St. John in Patmos a Pictorial Foreview of European 

History. . . . (London: John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, 1934), 69-87, 90-91, 97, 160-162. 
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define the people of God as the church, but with the qualification that these are the 

faithful believers.12  The unknown author of An Original Interpretation of the Apocalypse 

goes so far as to propose a third referent for the symbol of the witnesses.  This author 

considers the witnesses to represent also two nations filled with many oppressed 

believers.13  For his mixed proposal, Jacques Benjamin Doukhan (born 1940) defines the 

people of God as Israel and the church, the two groups associated with the two testaments 

of the Bible.14  John Barnard (1681-1770) seems to have proposed something similar, but 

in a much earlier period of history.15   

There may be emphasis put on the Bible or the people of God as the referent for 

the symbol of the witnesses.  Thus, Joseph Galloway (1731-1803), Kenneth Albert Strand 

(1927-1997), John Tripp (1761-1847), and Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885) 

emphasize the Bible in their identification of the witnesses.16  With less force, each of 

                                                 

12Hans Karl LaRondelle, How to Understand the End-Time Prophecies of the 

Bible: The Biblical-Contextual Approach (Sarasota, FL: First Impressions, 1997), 211-

233, 236-262; Samuel Schor, The Apocalypse. A Simple Exposition, 3rd ed. (London: 

Barbican Mission to the Jews, n.d.), 38-44, 48-49; and Original Interpretation, 59-86.  

The first edition of the last work appeared as England's Fall. 

13Original Interpretation, 62. 

14Jacques Benjamin Doukhan, Secrets of Revelation: The Apocalypse through 

Hebrew Eyes (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald, 2002), 94-100. 

15[John Barnard?], The Religion of Antichrist: or, Notes on the Book of the 

Revelation of John, and Other Prophecies. . . . (London: John Chater; Thomas Vernor, 

1770), 71-83, accessed October 6, 2015, Gale Eighteenth Century Collections Online. 

16Joseph Galloway, Brief Commentaries upon Such Parts of the Revelation and 

Other Prophecies as Immediately Refer to the Present Times. . . . (London: by the author, 

1802), 40-114, accessed October 7, 2015, Google Books; Strand, "Two Witnesses," 127-

135; John Tripp, A Discourse on the Character and Work, and the Death and 

Resurrection of the Two Witnesses (Portland, ME: A. Shirley, 1824), accessed September 

20, 2016, Google Books; and Christopher Wordsworth, Lectures on the Apocalypse; 
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these commentators also relate the two witnesses to the church.  Meanwhile, William 

Ettrick (1757-1847) and Roy C. Naden (born 1934) emphasize the people of God in their 

identification of the witnesses.17  While Naden sees the people of God as the church for 

his mixed proposal, Ettrick sees the people of God as the Jews and the Protestant 

Christians.  William Cooke (1749-1824) also mixes the Bible, conceived of as the Law 

and the Gospel, with the people of God, but for the latter aspect he puts an emphasis upon 

the faithful preachers and ministers of the church.18  

John Adam Battenfield (1876-1952) and Philip Yancey Pendleton (1863-1930) 

not only argue that the witnesses represent the two testaments of the Bible and their 

corresponding "churches" (the Jewish and the Gentile), but they are also open to a 

secondary fulfillment of two actual people experiencing what is narrated in Rev 11:3-

13.19 

Amzi Armstrong (1771-1827) goes beyond simply identifying the witnesses as 

                                                 

Critical, Expository, and Practical, Delivered before the University of Cambridge, 3rd 

ed. (London: Francis & John Rivington, 1852), 48-61, 149-151, 169-183, 198-204, 

accessed October 6, 2015, Google Books. 

17William Ettrick, The Second Exodus. . . . 2nd ed., 3 vols. (Sunderland, United 

Kingdom: by the author, 1814), 1:180-224, 2:121-131, 3:265-281, 288-296, 311-313, 

332-335, accessed October 6, 2015, Google Books; and Roy C. Naden, The Lamb among 

the Beasts: A Christological Commentary on the Revelation of John That Unlocks the 

Meaning of Its Many Numbers (Hagerstown, MD: Review and Herald, 1996), 169-180, 

186, 190, 196. 

18Cooke, Revelations Translated, xxxi-xxxiv, xlii-xlv, xlviii-li, liv-lviii, 84-91. 

19John Adam Battenfield and Philip Yancey Pendleton, The Great Demonstration: 

A Harmony of All the Prophetic Visions of the Holy Bible: I. Daniel and Revelation 

(Cincinnati, OH: Standard, 1914), 293-297, 320-321, 332. 
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the Bible.20  He argues that they represent God's Word and his sacred ordinances, 

presented in relationship to the church.  Nevertheless, the death and resurrection of the 

witnesses are still fulfilled historically in events occurring during the French Revolution. 

Frederick George Smith (1880-1947) understands the witnesses prophesying over 

1,260 days to represent the Word of God and the Holy Spirit during a period of 1,260 

years.21  Earlier, Samuel Lee (1783-1852) argues that the two witnesses represent not 

only the Word of God and the Holy Spirit, but also the ministers of the Word.  He relates 

the episode of the witnesses to the early centuries of Christianity.22

                                                 

20Amzi Armstrong, A Syllabus of Lectures on the Visions of the Revelation 

(Morris-town, NJ: P. A. Johnson, 1815), 78-95, 220-232, accessed October 6, 2015, 

Internet Archive American Libraries Collection. 

21Frederick George Smith, The Revelation Explained: An Exposition, Text by 

Text, of the Apocalypse of St. John. . . . 6th ed. (Anderson, IN: Gospel Trumpet, 1908), 

103-107, 180-210. 

22Samuel Lee, An Inquiry into the Nature, Progress, and End of Prophecy, in 

Three Books . . . To Which Is Prefixed a Preface and Introduction, in Three Parts. . . . 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1849), 349-358, accessed October 7, 2015, 

Google Books.  Cf. though the identification of the witnesses earlier in Samuel Lee, Six 

Sermons on the Study of the Holy Scriptures . . . To Which Are Annexed Two 

Dissertations: The First on the Reasonableness of the Orthodox Views of 

Christianity . . . ; the Second on the Interpretation of Prophecy Generally, with an 

Original Exposition of the Book of Revelation. . . . (London: James Duncan, 1830), 321-

323, 361-365, accessed October 7, 2015, Internet Archive American Libraries Collection.  

There the witnesses are the Law and the Gospel. 
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