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The Tithing Plan
There was renewed study of the Systematic Benevolence plan in 1876 when 

D. M. Canright published two articles in the Review and Herald. In these articles he 
urged that God required one tenth of our income.5  He defined this as “one-tenth of 
all we make during the year with our means and our labor.”6  As early as 1861 the 
Systematic Benevolence plan had incorporated one aspect of tithing. The amount 
asked of those who owned property was set at 10 percent of the increase in value.

The 1876 plan was discussed at a special session of the General Conference 
early in the year. It was voted that all should “devote one tenth of all their income 
from whatever source to the cause of God.”7 Bible studies and meetings were con-
ducted throughout the rest of 1876 and 1877. In 1878 a tract was prepared and titled 
Systematic Benevolence or the Bible Plan for Supporting the Ministry.8 It carefully 
explained from the Bible the tithing plan and detailed the significant change in Sys-
tematic Benevolence. While the 1859 Systematic Benevolence plan had focused on 
the importance of systematic giving based on 1 Cor 16:2, the 1878 revisions actu-
ally defined the Bible plan for how the amount was to be determined.

The new plan was implemented beginning the first week of 1879.9 The new 
plan came at just the right time for the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Foreign mis-
sions and the rapid expansion of the church were greatly enhanced by the increased 
resources that came in through following the Bible tithing plan. 

It may be surprising to some that it took so many years to settle the Bible tith-
ing teaching of Seventh-day Adventists. It is important to understand that God led 
step by step. It was God’s desire that Adventists base their giving on the instruction 
given in the Bible. Therefore while Ellen White’s visions supported the Systematic 
Benevolence 1859 and the 1876 Tithing Plan, the visions did not take the lead. God 
waited until His church would study the matter from the Bible and build a doctrinal 
foundation that was preeminently scriptural.

“Cause of God”
Ironically many Seventh-day Adventists today do not realize that our tith-

ing plan first emphasized the systematic support of the movement. There was no 
thought of diverting money to other causes. There was the overarching “cause of 
God,” that was the organizing of the proclamation of the Three Angels’ Message 
of Revelation 14, in preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus. The “cause of 
God” required consistent and sacrificial giving of both tithes and offerings. God’s 
call is for us to give generous offerings beyond the tithe to support many aspects 
of church ministry. Today we seldom hear the words “Systematic Benevolence” 
that perhaps sounds quaint to our ears. However, the principles embodied in these 
words remain core values as we worship God with our means.
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