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SPECIAL FEATURE / WORLD CHANGERS MADE HERE.

From Secular Education
to Spiritual Enrichment

IN A WORLD WHERE FAITH AND EDUCATION OFTEN WALK SEPARATE PATHS, GARHETT
MORGAN’S JOURNEY STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF
THEOLOGICAL LEARNING. FROM HIS ROOTS IN SECULAR EDUCATION TO HIS CURRENT
ROLE AS A SHEPHERD OF TWO CHURCHES IN MICHIGAN, MORGAN’S NARRATIVE

RESONATES WITH SEEKERS OF SPIRITUAL DEPTH AND PRACTICAL MINISTRY.

Currently serving as pastor of the Sparta
and Three Angels Fellowship Adventist
Churches, Morgan reflects on his initial steps
into ministry without the theological foun-
dation he craved. “I got thrown into ministry
without any theological training,” he recalls.
This void led him to feel stuck, yearning for a
deeper understanding of Scripture and pas-
toral practice.

Morgan’s journey took a significant turn
when he was introduced to the Master of
Arts in Pastoral Ministry program offered
by the Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary at Andrews University. “I didn’t
want to leave ministry. I wanted something
practical. I wanted to learn more,” he ex-
plains. Encouraged by glowing reviews from
acquaintances, he embarked on an educa-
tional odyssey, driven by a thirst for spiritual
enrichment and practical ministry tools.

His experience within the program has
been nothing short of a divine blessing.
Morgan highlights the program’s unique ap-
proach, which not only delves into the theo-
retical aspects of Scripture and pastoral care
but also provides practical training. “It gives
you hands-on practical understanding of how
to work with people, how to apply our doc-
trines in a very appealing and practical way,”
he shares.

One of the program’s pivotal moments for
Morgan came during his study of the sanc-
tuary with New Testament professor Felix
Cortez. Despite entering the course with a
decent grasp of the subject, Morgan was

astonished by the depth of insight offered.
“There’s so much that I don’t know about
the sanctuary when it comes to the book of
Hebrews and in Revelation,” he admits.

What Morgan found most profound was
the program’s ability to bridge the gap be-
tween theological concepts and their prac-
tical implications for daily Christian living.
“Showing my church members how this mo-
tif of the sanctuary throughout Scripture is
simply God pleading for us to have a relation-
ship with Him,” he emphasizes.

Moreover, he appreciates the academic
integrity fostered within the program, where
questions are welcomed, and honesty pre-
vails. “Just the academic integrity that this
class provided is also an encouragement to
me as a local pastor,” he reflects.

As Morgan expresses his gratitude to
those who support the program financially
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A Garhett Morgan, fourth from left back row, is pictured with a cohort from the MAPM program at Andrews
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and operationally, he also shares his hope
that this educational initiative will hasten
the second coming of Jesus, echoing the
sentiment of many who seek spiritual re-
newal and deeper understanding.

His journey exemplifies the transformative
power of theological education, where theory
meets practice, and spiritual growth flourish-
es. Through his testimony, he inspires others
to embark on a similar quest for enlighten-
ment, enriching both their ministries and
personal faith journeys. To learn more about
the MAPM program, visit andrews.edu/sem/
inministry/mapmin/. =

Stanton Witherspoon has worked as pastor, lecturer
and communication director in his home country of
Liberia, and now serves as a volunteer in the Lake Union
Communication department.

Scan the QR
code to watch
Garhett’s
story.

University. The sanctuary class was taught by Felix Cortez, pictured here seated fourth from left.
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