Andrews University

Digital Commons @ Andrews University

Lake Union Herald Lake Union Herald

4-2024

Museum of Nature & Science Developing New Plans

Nicholas Gunn

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh-pubs


https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh-pubs
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/luh-pubs?utm_source=digitalcommons.andrews.edu%2Fluh-pubs%2F1175&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

SPECIAL FEATURE / WORLD CHANGERS MADE HERE.

Museum of Nature &
Science Developing

New Plans

THE ANDREWS UNIVERSITY MUSEUM OF NATURE & SCIENCE IS DEVELOPING NEW
EDUCATION PROGRAMS TO MAKE THE MOST OF THE SPECIMENS ON HAND. THE MUSEUM
HAS GROWN SLOWLY BUT REMAINED PRIMARILY UNCHANGED SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN
1962, WHEN IT BEGAN AS A COLLECTION OF DONATED SPECIMENS USED FOR TEACHING

IN THE BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT.

The majority of the museum’s artifacts and
collections have been donated over the years
by alumni or members of the community, in-
cluding the museum’s most famous piece, the
“Prillwitz Mammoth,” a Columbian Mammaoth
(Mammuthus columbi) discovered by a local
farmer in Eau Claire, Michigan, in 1962.

One of the major recent changes in the
museum was the addition of Roshelle Hall
as adjunct assistant curator. Since taking the
position in January 2022, Roshelle has been
working alongside curator and professor of
biology Daniel Gonzalez-Socoloske to improve
various aspects of the museum and communi-
ty engagement. The team is currently working
on a three-pronged strategy for the Andrews
University Museum of Nature and Science, in-
cluding greater community participation and
engagement, scientific collaboration and aca-
demic development.

Hall and Gonzalez-Socoloske agree that
community engagement is a critical com-
ponent of their museum development plan.
“We’re always thinking of new ways to con-
nect with our community,” said Gonzalez-
Socoloske. “To connect with our community
on a deeper level, we will be revamping dis-
plays, putting a much more concerted effort
into labeling specimens and setting up the-
matic displays. We also want to be much more
intentional about our outreach programs that
are anchored in the museum’s mission, which
is environmental education.”

The museum also intends to become a
working museum that actively promotes sci-
entific research. Hall emphasized the neces-
sity of correctly categorizing specimens and
making them accessible via internet databas-
es, allowing scholars to obtain critical data
without physically visiting the museum. This
effort will improve collaboration among sci-
entists around the world and help biodiversity
research. “In discussions with other universi-
ties, they’re excited to hear what we are plan-
ning to do with developing our online database
of our unique specimens,” Hall explained.

The museum seeks to enrich Andrews
University’s curriculum by serving as a re-
source for various courses such as biolo-
gy, art, design and education. Both Hall and
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Gonzalez-Socoloske believe that museum
specimens and the new displays can provide
hands-on learning opportunities that bridge
theory with practical experiences. By engaging
with a diverse range of disciplines, the muse-
um can become a dynamic educational tool
for students across the university, Southwest
Michigan and even the world.

The museum is committed to being more
accessible and relevant to a broader commu-
nity. Plans include rebranding and revitalizing
displays to focus on local ecosystems, global
species and current pressing environmental is-
sues. The museum looks to actively participate
in groundbreaking work and events through
outreach activities to educate and engage peo-
ple of all backgrounds.

To learn more about visiting, volunteer-
ing, contributing to research or donating to
the Andrews University Museum of Nature
& Science, please contact assistant curator
Roshelle Hall by email at hall@andrews.edu. =

A Daniel Gonzalez-Socoloske and Roshelle Hall hold specimens while standing in front of the “Prillwii
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Mammoth,” the most complete Columbian Mammoth found in the state of Michigan. The mammoth’s remains

were discovered in 1962 on the Wesley Prillwitz farm in Eau Claire, Michigan.
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