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Faith Alive
WHAT STARTED OUT AS AN ORDINARY SUMMER DAY TURNED INTO A 
LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE FOR ANDREWS UNIVERSITY STUDENT 
ESFIR ZAVRICICO. SHE BEGAN THE MORNING WITH HER REGULAR 
DEVOTIONAL TIME, THEN PREPARED TO TRAVEL WITH HER FATHER 
FROM THEIR HOME IN TURKEY TO MOLDOVA.

When they arrived at the airport, they were 
moved to a separate area to pay some fees. Esfir 
recalls their number in line was 1072. “We realized 
the line was moving too slow. Everyone started 
worrying they would miss their flights, but no one 
could do anything.”

While Esfir and her father waited, a mother with 
five children approached. Unable to understand 
Turkish, the mother sought a translation of what 
was happening. Esfir’s father was able to commu-
nicate with the mother in Russian and explained 
that the family needed to wait until their num-
ber—1084—was called forward. “Their flight was 
the same time as ours,” Esfir notes. “We waited 
and prayed.” 

Hours passed, as did the boarding time, and the 
mother again requested help. Esfir’s father began 

asking people to switch places with the family, but 
nobody would move. While he was busy, Esfir saw 
her number on the screen. “It was our turn!” she 
recollects. Although she was anxious not to miss 
her flight, her devotional reading, which had been 
about serving one’s neighbors, came to mind. “I 
felt this strong conviction that God would be very 
pleased with us if we helped His children.”

At that moment, Esfir decided to ask her father to 
switch numbers with the family and, in a matter of 
seconds, he agreed. “The mother couldn’t believe 
her eyes,” Esfir conveys. “There was so much joy in 
my heart! My dad and I were sure we did the right 
thing because we knew God was pleased.”

Placing their trust in God, Esfir and her father con-
tinued to wait. Miraculously, the line began speed-
ing up, and their number was called with minutes 

to spare before their flight departed. 
After running through the airport, 
they arrived at their gate to find that 
the plane had just begun boarding. 
“God had stopped the whole plane 
just so we could make it to our flight. 
My faith became real, and my devo-
tional lesson came alive that day! I 
could feel how God miraculously gave 
me His love for my neighbor,” Esfir ex-
presses. “May we all experience God 
and have our faith come alive through 
experiences like this!” P

Compiled by Isabella Koh, a University 
Communication student writer at Andrews 
University
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