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Battle Creek refugees 
learn to Think Healthy

Earlier this year, representatives 
from ASAP Ministries (ASAP), Andrews 
University (AU) and local Adventist con-
gregations partnered to launch a unique 
health outreach to Chin refugees in Battle 
Creek, Mich. During the first phase of the 
project, more than 60 members of the 
local Zomi Adventist group gathered at the 
Battle Creek Tabernacle on February 29 for 
Think Healthy, an event featuring interac-
tive presentations on trauma and mental 
health, parenting and healthy relation-
ships, as well as health screenings and a 
cooking demonstration. 

Approximately 4,000 refugees from 
Myanmar (formerly Burma) have re-
settled in Battle Creek over the past 
15 years. Most come from one of five 
ethnolinguistic groups — Chin, Burmese, 
Falam, Haka and Zomi — in Myanmar’s 
Chin State. Predominantly Christian, 
many Chin refugees have planted their 
own churches, including the Zomi 
Adventist group led by Pastor SB Ngaih 
Cin. Yet, like many refugees, they often 
struggle to adjust to life in America 
while also dealing with the effects of 
persecution and trauma suffered in their 
homeland.

In 2019, Bill Wells, ASAP Ministries 
Refugee coordinator, and Shawna Henry, 
Pre-Licensure Program director for the AU 
School of Nursing, began brainstorming 
ways to minister to the needs of these 
refugees. As plans developed, the project 
grew to include partnerships with several 
other AU departments, including the 
Office of Community Engagement, School 
of Nursing and School of Population 
Health, Nutrition & Wellness, as well as 
five Chin-speaking students from the un-
dergraduate- and graduate-level business 
and theology programs who volunteered 
to serve as translators. 

Tiji Pau, a Zomi Adventist lay leader, 
expressed his gratitude for their efforts, 
sharing what a blessing he and the 
group’s members received from Think 
Healthy as they learned about caring 
for their physical, relational and mental 
health. During the initiative’s second 
phase, planned for spring 2021, project 
partners will support the Zomi Adventist 
group in organizing a citywide Think 
Healthy event for the larger Burmese-
Chin community.

Shirley Finneman, director of Adventist 
Community Services in Battle Creek, who 
was instrumental in organizing the initial 
event at the local level, had been praying 
for just such an opportunity for some 

time. She marveled at how God brought 
together all the details. Wells concurred, 
remarking, “The synergy both in the 
planning and execution of the service was 
felt by all. To see such unity in the body of 
Christ, coming together in service, was a 
wonderful gift to behold and experience!” P

Bill Wells serves as Refugee coordinator for ASAP 
Ministries in Berrien Springs, Mich. Jeniffer Peña, an in-
tern at ASAP Ministries, is completing a Master of Social 
Work (MSW) degree at Andrews University.

Academy students 
commended for their 
‘Caring Heart’

In the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
we believe teaching young people to be 
actively involved in witnessing and service 
activities is central to the educational 
goals of the school and the mission of the 
church. For this reason, the secondary 
student Caring Heart Award for Christian 
service has been established to give 
recognition to those students who have 
demonstrated a personal commitment to 
active service and witnessing activities.

Through the Caring Heart Award, the 
importance of witnessing and service 
activities is emphasized and given appro-
priate recognition along with academic, 
athletic, music and other school awards 
and honors. An additional purpose of this 
award is to foster increased awareness 
of and participation in witnessing and 
service activities by all students. 

To be eligible, the student should be a 
full-time junior or senior student with a 
strong citizenship record who has given 
evidence of a personal commitment 
to witnessing and service activities by 
exhibiting initiative and responsibility for 
carrying through, serving as an overall ex-
ample on the campus. Criteria also might 
include significant and varied participa-
tion in service-type activities, witnessing 
experiences, and mission trips (inside 
and/or outside the country).

The North American Division (NAD) 
Office of Education provides one Caring 
Heart Award to each NAD-accredited se-
nior academy that has selected an eligible 
candidate. The award will consist of a 
special scholarship award certificate with 
a value of $500, paid by the Union, and 
accompanied by a plaque and engraved 
Bible provided by the NAD Office of 
Education. The scholarship award may be 
used by the student award recipient for 
either funding a mission trip experience, 

or as tuition assistance at the Adventist 
school of their choice.

The recipients for the 2019‒2020 school 
year are: 

ANDREWS 
ACADEMY 

As a senior, 
Jenisca Samuel 
was chosen for the 
Caring Heart be-
cause she exempli-
fies the character-
istics of this award. 
Jenisca held an ex-

tremely strong citizenship record and had 
a history of commitment to witnessing 
through her participation in many of our 
school programs. During her junior year 
Jenisca went on our mission trip where 
she assisted in building a home church for 
the local people. She was consistently kind 
and friendly in her dealings with everyone 
and befriended all with whom she came in 
contact. She had a ready smile and a hug 
for anyone she met. She was an absolute 
joy and will be greatly missed at AA.

BATTLE CREEK 
ACADEMY 

Elizabeth 
Bateman was a 
quiet and humble 
student who got 
things done. As 
a member of the 
Student Association 
(SA), she served 

other students by helping to plan and run 
school events and activities. She was a 
good model student with no disciplinary 
issues at all. She played the trombone 
very well and used her musical talent to 
praise God. Elizabeth was involved with 
her church Pathfinder Club, church praise 
team, vacation Bible school, and a church 
hospitality team. She volunteered to help 
with Cadet Band, served in SA, faithfully 

supported her class’ efforts for hot lunches 
and concessions, and did what was as-
signed to her without complaint. She was 
kind to everyone and had a heart for God. 

GRAND RAPIDS 
ADVENTIST 
ACADEMY 

Elizabeth Green 
was a senior de-
scribed as a person 
with a daily walk 
with Jesus. She 
was caring, kind, 
joyful and often 

could be seen going out of her way to help 
someone. Generally soft-spoken, she was 
often the first person to recognize a need 
and hurried to assist. Elizabeth also had 
a way of considering how others might 
feel about an event or conversation and 
always tried to make them feel at ease. 
These qualities were the primary reasons 
which endeared her to her fellow students 
and influenced their decision to select 
her as Student Association president. 
Elizabeth’s contribution to our school was 
always positive and influential. Our school 
is better because she lived her life as a 
child of God. 

HINSDALE 
ADVENTIST 
ACADEMY 

Anneliese 
Tessalee was a 
student at HAA 
for 13 years. In 
her academy 
years, Anneliese 
emerged as a 

true leader with a heart for service. She 
served as a youth leader at church, class 
secretary, class vice president, volleyball 
team chaplain, and a Pathfinder TLT. 
Most recently, Anneliese served as Senior 
Class secretary, yearbook co-editor, the 
Youth spiritual head at church, and the 

E Student volunteers from Andrews University and event organizers Bill Wells, ASAP Ministries Refugee coordinator (fifth from left), Shawna Henry, Pre-Licensure 
Program director for the AU School of Nursing (sixth from left), and Carlisle Sutton, director of the AU Office of Community Engagement (far right).

E Katelyn Campbell, an AU Master of Social Work 
student, presented a seminar on emotional health.
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Peoria Adventists 
produce videos aimed 
at post-Christian 
audience 

When Matthew Lucio, pastor of the 
Peoria Church, was growing up, evan-
gelism meant that preachers expected 
everyone to bring a Bible and know how 
to use it. He said that the assumption was 
that everyone in America was basically 
Christian, but just the wrong kind of 
Christian.

“We don’t live in that world any-
more,” said Lucio, who oversees Peoria 
Adventists, a digital church planted by the 
Peoria Church. “We haven’t lived in that 
world for a long time.” 

So, to reach a post-Christian, skepti-
cal, digital audience, Lucio is launching 
Project Atlas, a new way of talking about 
Jesus in a new world. Project Atlas is a 
series of videos by a diverse group of 
speakers with the intention of feeding 
people’s curiosity to know more about 
this spiritual world we share. 

“Sure, we want to persuade people that 
the Good News of Jesus is for them, that 
it will challenge and transform,” he said 
in explaining the concept. “But there are 

Messages of hope 
shared during 
COVID-19 

Bill was at a gas station pumping 
gas when, suddenly, he felt a strong 
impression to give a GLOW tract to a 
well-dressed woman on the other side of 
the pump standing near her vehicle. He 
tried to brush aside the impression, but 
it remained with ever-increasing intensity 
as the seconds wore on.

After some hesitancy, he finally re-
lented and went over to hand her a few 
GLOW tracts. She inquired as to which 
church put out these pamphlets. When 
she learned, a huge smile spread across 
her face. She had attended the Adventist 
church when she was a little girl! That 
next Sabbath, after quite a stretch of time 
away, she once again attended the local 
Adventist church. She is now a baptized 
and active member of that local Adventist 
church.  

We read that the work of printing and 
sharing literature has been ordained by 
God and that this ministry will change indi-
vidual’s lives for eternity (Christian Service, 
p.148).  And yet, how can we share the mes-
sage of hope during these uncertain times? 
What can we do when we are all staying at 
home and personal contacts with others 
aren’t as available or encouraged?  

Right before Easter this year, a number 
of members began to mail their family 
members, friends and co-workers sharing 

National Honor Society president where 
she put a renewed emphasis on commu-
nity service through events like helping 
at the Rx Mobile Food Pantry. Beyond 
these responsibilities, Anneliese chose to 
be an active member of all the academy’s 
music ensembles where she was able to 
share her talents to praise God and bless 
others. Outside of school, she could often 
be found leading praise services and 
AY programs at church, volunteering at 
health clinics and memory care facilities, 
or even preaching for youth vespers pro-
grams. Anneliese participated in mission 
trips to places like Holbrook, Ariz., and 
was planning on going to the U.S. Virgin 
Islands for her Senior Class trip to help 
with hurricane relief efforts. Next steps 
for Anneliese are to study chemistry and 
music.

INDIANA 
ACADEMY 

Julio Santana, 
from Lakewood, 
Ohio, was a 
senior who was 
overwhelmingly 
selected by the 
faculty and staff of 
Indiana Academy 

to receive the Caring Heart award for his 
demonstrated conviction to consistently 
serve others. Always willing to volunteer, 
to spend extra time praying with his peers 
as a resident assistant, and to continu-
ally seek opportunities to share Christ’s 
love with others, Julio exemplified what 
Christian care for others could look like. 
With graduation from Indiana Academy 
behind him, Julio plans to pursue a major 
in music performance and theology.  

 

GREAT LAKES 
ADVENTIST 
ACADEMY 

Myah Riggs-
Wright has a 
servant heart. She 
always took the 
initiative to look 
for opportunities 
to serve others. 

A comforter, encourager and helper, 
Myah placed the needs of others before 
her own, oftentimes volunteering to do 
the least desirable tasks. The outflow 
of Myah’s love for others brought joy to 
all with whom she came in contact. Her 
Christ-like service and character were a 
true blessing to our GLAA campus, our 
church, and our community. She had 
planned to participate in a mission trip to 
Cuba this year. Although circumstances 
didn’t allow that trip,  Myah desires to 
continue to serve others.

WISCONSIN 
ACADEMY 

Alice Uwiduhaye 
was a junior who lit 
up our campus with 
her smile and sun-
ny disposition. She 
especially loved 
to pray for people 
and encourage 

them. Alice had a passion for introducing 
people to Jesus Christ. One of her favorite 
activities was GLOWing, where a group 
went out and knocked on doors. Before 
delivering the GLOW tracts, the stu-
dents sang a hymn and prayed with the 
people. Alice faithfully knelt to pray, even 
when people’s porches were icy. She has 
also canvassed and encouraged others 
to spend the summer doing it with her. A 
blessing to our school, we were so glad to 
have her here. P

 

books like The Desire of Ages and Story of 
Hope, along with a personal note. One of 
the book recipients of The Desire of Ages 
posted a picture of the book and the at-
tached personal note on social media with 
the following comment: “The sweetest gift, 
sent from a loving neighbor…. truly bless-
ed.”  It is not that complicated to make a 
difference, even while stuck at home!  

So how can we share literature right now? 
Read the literature. Rediscover the 

power and encouragement found in the 
pages of our Adventist books, tracts and 
magazines for yourself. 

Pray. Ask God to guide you to the 
people that need to be encouraged and 
blessed by our literature at this time.  

Share literature by mail. Write a per-
sonal note and include it with the book or 
magazine that you mail to them.

Share literature digitally. Share the 
COVID-19 and other GLOW tracts via social 
media, text or email. 

God bless you as you share the written 
word with others. May we all hear these 
words one day, “Thank you for sending 
me that book/for sharing that tract or 
magazine with me. I found Jesus because 
of you!” P  

Other resources:  
Digital GLOW: www.glowonline.org/digital 
Mailing books: www.glowonline.org/gift 
Signs COVID-19 magazine: www.adventistbookcenter.com 

 Kamil Metz, director of Literature Ministries, Michigan 
Conference 

no catches. There is no appeal music as 
the speaker invites you down the aisle. 
We don’t want your money. We don’t have 
books to sell or DVDs to sell or a special 
offer for you if you call 1-800-555-5555. 
You won’t find a link to any ministry we 
are trying to promote. What you will find 
is each speaker asking viewers to donate 
to a charity of their choice. There’s no 
catch and no pressure to do anything.” 

The plan is to wrestle with some genu-
inely interesting questions, like the envi-
ronment and the apocalypse and what’s 
good and bad about secularism. They’ll 
even touch on the historical transmission 
and integrity of the biblical text: how do 
you know that the New Testament you 
see online is really what was written in 
the first century?  

 This first season of Project Atlas, 
released on May 10, has nine videos from 
nine speakers. You can download them 
all, or binge-watch them, or start a watch 
party on Facebook for your friends. For 
more information, visit https://www.face-
book.com/projATLAS/. P

 
Debbie Michel, Lake Union associate director of 
Communication 
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