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Bringing 
Glory to 
God

Doug Peterson is the president/CEO for 
AdventHealth Durand, a 25-bed hospital 
campus nestled in Chippewa Valley in 
scenic Wisconsin.

The hospital and its outpatient clin-
ics joined AdventHealth in 1997. Today, 
AdventHealth Durand offers a wide variety 
of medical services and specialties in the 
tradition of whole-person care – care for 
the body, mind and spirit.

Below is an interview with Peterson 
about AdventHealth’s presence in the 
Durand community, his biggest hurdles 

in the industry and his advice to the next 
generation of leaders.

Q: What inspires you to get up every 
morning and serve at AdventHealth?

What inspires me is knowing we make a 
positive difference in the lives of those we 
serve. At AdventHealth Durand, we have a 
unique challenge serving in a rural commu-
nity. We are in close proximity to many 
health care providers that all do a fine 
work. Obviously, we can’t provide all the 
services one would find in a metropolitan 
community, but the things we do, we strive 
to do them exceptionally well. Often, so we 
get to know our consumers on a personal 
level. Because of this, we give them the 
attention they deserve. 

Q: How has your faith shaped the 
way you view and lead in Seventh-day 
Adventist health care?

I hope that everyone reading this realizes 
that a person’s faith shapes who they are, 
how they view things and how they lead. 
So, being a Seventh-day Adventist, leading 
a Seventh-day Adventist-sponsored work 
allows me to be myself. I don’t have to pre-
tend to be someone I am not. Along these 
lines, I realize there is also a high level of 
responsibility. By the grace of God, I strive 
to represent God and those I work for.

Q: In what ways is AdventHealth 
“Extending the Healing Ministry of 
Christ” inside and outside of its facili-
ty’s walls in Durand, Wisconsin?

It is our goal to fulfill our mission. Inside 
of our facility walls, we treat our patients 
the way we would treat our own loved 
ones. Social workers and care coordinators 
help patients navigate their way through 
the health care system. Our chaplaincy de-
partment helps meet the spiritual needs of 

patients with regular visits and works with 
their local clergy during their time with us.  

Outside of our facility walls, we reach 
out to our community in many ways to ful-
fil our mission. Some of the things we do 
include, but are not limited to, providing 
educational materials to the local middle 
and high schools. We do free eye checks 
and volunteer on community wellness 
boards. We participate in emergency pre-
paredness, which covers a large geographic 
area. We provide free diabetic education 
and training. We provide flu shots to area 
businesses and promote wellness and ac-
tivity by sponsoring fun walks and runs. 

Q: What challenges in health care 
have you and your administration team 
set out to tackle in the next few years?

One thing that is constant is change. I 
see that our community is not growing in 
numbers, but we are growing in age – a de-
mographic similar to many communities. 
What services will be needed? How will 
we staff and provide them? These are the 
questions we are trying to answer because 
we know people have a choice on how, 
when and where they access health care. 
So, we are working on raising our service 
standards and doing what we can to make 
it easy for our community to utilize our 
services. 

Q: What has been your greatest lead-
ership lesson and what advice would 
you pass on to the next generation of 
leaders? 

James 1:5 says, If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liber-
ally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him. My advice to those aspiring leaders 
of the next generation is to start with God 
and seek wisdom. Get your education; 
learn all that you can. If possible, find a 
mentor. P

 
Ingrid Hernandez, AdventHealth Manager, Stakeholder 
Communications | Corporate Communicationslth

In early 2018, Rob Gettys was offered the 
position of Athletics director at Andrews 
University. An alum of both Southern 
Adventist University (B.S. in Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation) and 
Andrews University (M.A. in Educational 
Leadership), Gettys was living with his wife 
and two sons, Trey and Caleb, in Arkansas. 
There he worked at Ozark Adventist 
Academy as the Athletics director and 
Physical Education and Bible teacher. His 
two sons were attending the academy and 
set to graduate in May 2019. 

E Rob Gettys, director of Athletics, Andrews University.

E Rob Gettys, director of Athletics, Andrews University

After receiving the offer from Andrews, 
Gettys and his family prayerfully consid-
ered and felt that the Lord was calling them 
to Berrien Springs. However, they wanted 
to wait until 2019 after Trey and Caleb 
graduated.

“When Andrews agreed to hold the 
position from 2018 until we could come in 
July of 2019, it provided further confirma-
tion that the Lord was calling us,” Gettys 
explains. “Very soon after I accepted the 
position, my wife was contacted by the 
Michigan Conference about a teaching 
position at the Village Adventist Elementary 
School where she was then hired as the fifth-
grade teacher.”

In his role as Athletics director, Gettys 
assists the coaches and directors of the 
Athletics program with planning and logis-
tical support. He also provides oversight 
for all Andrews athletics, which include 
intramurals, Gymnics and the intercollegiate 
Cardinal sports—men’s and women’s soccer 
and basketball teams that are part of the 
United States Collegiate Athletic Association 
(USCAA). 

Gettys has enjoyed building meaning-
ful relationships with both students and 
colleagues. He hopes to continue building on 
the rich athletic tradition at Andrews and to 
provide additional experiences for student 
athletes and recreational sports enthusiasts 
on campus.

“I believe that Andrews University offers 
collegiate athletics so that Seventh-day 
Adventist athletes can come and compete at 
a high level without ever having to sacrifice 
any of their beliefs,” he says. “I desire for 
our Cardinal Athletic Program to be a place 
where student athletes can compete in sport, 
grow in Christ and serve His children.”

For Gettys, the Bible has been a consistent 
source of encouragement and a guide, for 
not only his own life, but also his approach 
to athletics in general.

“I believe that the Bible is a living, 
breathing, love letter from God that gives 
us incredible insight and direction as to 
how we can best live our lives in a way that 
brings honor to Him. I have always tried to 
live, teach and coach in a way that encour-
ages others to look to Him for leadership 
and guidance,” Gettys says. “James 1:17 
tells us that God is the giver of every good 
and perfect gift. The talents, including 
athleticism, God have given to us are gifts 
on loan to us, and one day He is going to 
ask us how we used them. My desire is that 
student athletes at Andrews University 
will be able to answer Him: ‘I used it to 
bring you glory, Dad.’” P

Hannah Gallant, University Communication student 
writer, Andrews University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I BELIEVE THAT THE 
BIBLE IS A LIVING, 
BREATHING, LOVE 
LETTER FROM 
GOD THAT GIVES 
US INCREDIBLE 
INSIGHT AND 
DIRECTION AS TO 
HOW WE CAN BEST 
LIVE OUR LIVES IN A 
WAY THAT BRINGS 
HONOR TO HIM."

Five Questions with 
AdventHealth’s 
Doug Peterson
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E Doug Peterson is the president/CEO for Advent-
Health Durand
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