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Pr o b l e m  

Cl e r g y  ar e  fre q u e n t l y  th e  in i t i a l  po i n t of co n t a c t fo r  pa r i s h i o n e r s  see k i n g  gu i d a n c e  

an d  co u n s e l i n g  on  va r i o u s  lif e  is s u e s  an d  ch a l l e n g e s . In ce r t a i n  in s t a n c e s , th e s e  m a t t e r s  

m a y  be  lin k e d  to ph y s i c a l an d / o r se x u a l  ab u s e , ei t h e r  dir e c t l y  or in d i r e c t l y .  M a n y  cle r g y  

ha v e  no t ha d  th e  op p o r t u n i t y  to re c e i v e  tra i n i n g  on  re c o g n i z i n g  the  sig n s , sy m p t o m s , 

pr e v a l e n c e , ca u s e s , an d  eff e c t s  of ab u s e , or on  ho w  an d  wh e n  to ref e r  ind i v i d u a l s  to 

sp e c i a l i s t s  or law  en f o r c e m e n t  wh e n  ab u s e  is su s p e c t e d . Th i s  ca n  lea d  to ina d e q u a t e  

em o t i o n a l  an d  sp i r i t u a l he a l i n g  at be s t ,  an d  fur t h e r  ps y c h o l o g i c a l da m a g e  at wo r s t ,  fo r 

pa r i s h i o n e r s , wi t h  ef f e c t s  tha t m a y  las t  a lif e t i m e  or sp a n  ge n e r a t i o n s . On e  co n t r i b u t i n g  

fa c t o r  is the  cl e r g y ’ s  lac k  of ac c e s s  to ed u c a t i o n , id e n t i f i c a t i o n  me t h o d s , an d  to o l s .  



 

 

M e t h o d o l o g y  

In Ma y  20 2 3 , a six - h o u r  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  wa s  de v e l o p e d  an d  co n d u c t e d  at th e  

W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  wi t h  th e  ai m  of en h a n c i n g  kn o w l e d g e  an d  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of the  

po t e n t i a l  fo r ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e  am o n g  ch u r c h  m e m b e r s  wi t h i n  the  co n f e r e n c e . 

Th i r t y - o n e  pa s t o r s  an d  co n f e r e n c e  off i c i a l s  pa r t i c i p a t e d  in th e  tra i n i n g , un d e r t a k i n g  bo t h  

pr e - an d  po s t - t e s t s  to as s e s s  th e i r  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of is s u e s  re l a t e d  to ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  

ab u s e , as we l l  as m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law s  pe r t a i n i n g  to su c h  ab u s e . Th e  da t a  wa s  

an a l y z e d  us i n g  a m i x e d - m e t h o d s  ap p r o a c h , wh i c h  co m p r i s e d  m u l t i p l e  sur v e y s  

in c o r p o r a t i n g  bo t h  qu a l i t a t i v e  an d  qu a n t i t a t i v e  res e a r c h  m e t h o d o l o g i e s , to ev a l u a t e  th e  

pa s t o r s ’ un d e r s t a n d i n g  of th e  co m p l e x i t i e s  su r r o u n d i n g  ab u s e .  

 
Re s u l t s  

Th e  tra i n i n g  re v e a l e d  th a t  the  m a j o r i t y  of pa s t o r s  ha d  lit t l e  to no  ex p e r i e n c e  in 

id e n t i f y i n g  po t e n t i a l  vic t i m s  of bo t h  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e  pri o r  to th e  tra i n i n g . Fe w  

pa r t i c i p a n t s  co u l d  rec a l l re c e i v i n g  an y  pr e v i o u s  tra i n i n g  on  th e s e  to p i c s  du r i n g  th e i r  

th e o l o g i c a l  ed u c a t i o n . No n e  of th e  att e n d e e s  ha d  re c e i v e d  tra i n i n g  re g a r d i n g  the i r ro l e s  as  

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  du r i n g  the i r th e o l o g i c a l s tu d i e s . As  a res u l t of thi s  lac k  of tra i n i n g , 

m a n y  we r e  al s o  un f a m i l i a r  wi t h  th e  law s  go v e r n i n g  pr o p e r  rep o r t i n g  pro c e d u r e s  in th e  

sta t e  of W i s c o n s i n . Co m p a r i n g  the  pr e - an d  po s t - t r a i n i n g  su r v e y s , th e  da t a  sh o w e d  a 

sig n i f i c a n t im p r o v e m e n t  in kn o w l e d g e  ac q u i s i t i o n  re g a r d i n g  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e , 

as  we l l as  the  co r r e c t  pro c e d u r e s  fo r  rep o r t i n g . 

 
  



 

 

Co n c l u s i o n  

Ba s e d  on  the  pa s t o r s ’  tes t re s u l t s ,  ref l e c t i o n s  on  the i r  lea r n i n g , th e  tra i n i n g  

ex p e r i e n c e  an d  its  s tr u c t u r e d  fo r m a t , an d  en g a g e m e n t  wi t h  the  cu r r i c u l u m  foc u s e d  on  

ab u s e , the i r  pe r c e p t i o n s  of th e  tra i n i n g  ran g e d  fro m  be i n g  ve r y  inf o r m a t i v e  to 

tra n s f o r m a t i v e  in te r m s  of th e i r  sel f - r e p o r t e d  lea r n i n g  ou t c o m e s . As  a re s u l t ,  it is 

re c o m m e n d e d  th a t al l pa s t o r s  un d e r g o  fu r t h e r  ex p l o r a t i o n  an d  tra i n i n g  on  ph y s i c a l an d  

se x u a l ab u s e , as we l l  as th e  rel e v a n t m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law s . 
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AC K N O W L E D G M E N T S  
 
 

I wo u l d  lik e  to ex t e n d  m y  sin c e r e  gra t i t u d e  to se v e r a l  ind i v i d u a l s  wh o  ha v e  

pl a y e d  pi v o t a l  rol e s  in th e  co m p l e t i o n  of th i s  pr o j e c t .  F ir s t l y , I am  de e p l y  th a n k f u l  to Dr . 

P i e r r e  S te e n b e r g , my  pr o j e c t  me n t o r , wh o s e  gu i d a n c e  wa s  inv a l u a b l e , pa r t i c u l a r l y  in the  

in i t i a l  sta g e s  of na v i g a t i n g  the  pr o j e c t ’ s  pr o c e s s  an d  lim i t a t i o n s . As  m y  fo r m e r 

M i n i s t e r i a l  Di r e c t o r in the  Ce n t r a l Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e , he  al s o  pr o v i d e d  cr u c i a l  

en c o u r a g e m e n t re g a r d i n g  the  ne c e s s i t y  of th i s  pr o j e c t ’ s  top i c . Dr . Ri c h a r d  Ko w a l c z y k , 

m y  for m e r  su p e r v i s o r at Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Pe n i t e n t i a r y  Ca n a a n , al s o  de s e r v e s  re c o g n i t i o n  fo r  

hi s  m e n t o r s h i p  du r i n g  th e  de v e l o p m e n t of thi s  pro j e c t .  As  he  co m p l e t e d  his  Do c t o r of 

M i n i s t r y  du r i n g  m y  thi r d  ye a r  of th i s  pr o j e c t ,  he  ad e p t l y  gu i d e d  me  th r o u g h  the  

in t r i c a c i e s  of the  di s s e r t a t i o n ’ s  lay o u t  an d  ex p e c t a t i o n s . As h l e y  Fr a z i e r  of Ad v e n t i s t Ri s k  

M a n a g e m e n t pl a y e d  a piv o t a l  ro l e  in he l p i n g  me  un d e r s t a n d  nu m e r o u s  leg a l as p e c t s  

wi t h i n  th i s  pr o j e c t .  He r gu i d a n c e  an d  di r e c t i o n , inc l u d i n g  th e  re s o u r c e  pa c k e t s  fro m  

Ad v e n t i s t  Ri s k  M a n a g e m e n t  us e d  as  ha n d o u t s  to the  s tu d y  pa r t i c i p a n t s , we r e  inv a l u a b l e . I 

am  al s o  im m e n s e l y  gr a t e f u l  to Co r e y  Je n s e n  of CB I Co n s u l t i n g , In c . ,  fo r  he r we a l t h  of 

kn o w l e d g e  an d  ex p e r i e n c e  in co u n s e l i n g  se x  of f e n d e r s  in cli n i c a l  an d  co r r e c t i o n a l 

se t t i n g s . M a n y  of he r  ma t e r i a l s  an d  id e a s  sig n i f i c a n t l y  co n t r i b u t e d  to the  de v e l o p m e n t of 

th i s  pr o j e c t .  Ad a m  Ca s e , M i n i s t e r i a l  Di r e c t o r of th e  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e , de s e r v e s  

sp e c i a l  ac k n o w l e d g m e n t , wi t h o u t wh o m  th i s  pr o j e c t  wo u l d  no t  ha v e  be e n  po s s i b l e . He  

de m o n s t r a t e d  ex c e p t i o n a l  su p p o r t  an d  pla y e d  a piv o t a l ro l e  in ke y  de v e l o p m e n t s  in 



 

vi i i  

ga t h e r i n g  da t a  for  th i s  pr o j e c t .  I ex t e n d  m y  sin c e r e  ap p r e c i a t i o n  to my  fri e n d  an d  fo r m e r 

co l l e a g u e  at th e  Cl o v i s  SD A  Ch u r c h , Am a n d a  Go a d , for  he r as s i s t a n c e  in ed i t i n g  th i s  

pa p e r an d  fo r  im p a r t i n g  va l u a b l e  les s o n s  on  pro p e r  co m m a  us a g e . F i n a l l y , I ex p r e s s  my  

de e p e s t  gr a t i t u d e  to my  ad v i s o r , Dr . An n - M a r i e  Bu c h a n a n . He r  pa t i e n c e , wi s d o m , an d  

ge n u i n e  co n c e r n  for  me  an d  th e  de v e l o p m e n t  of th i s  pr o j e c t  are  tru l y  ch e r i s h e d . 
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CH A P T E R  1 
 
 

IN T R O D U C T I O N  
 
 

On e  s ig n i f i c a n t  co n s e q u e n c e  of s in  in th e  wo r l d  is the  de t e r i o r a t i o n  of 

in t e r p e r s o n a l re l a t i o n s h i p s . Th i s  th e m e  is ev i d e n t ea r l y  in Sc r i p t u r e . In Ge n e s i s  ch a p t e r  3, 

m a n k i n d ’ s  re b e l l i o n  ag a i n s t Go d ’ s  co m m a n d s  is ev i d e n t . Th i s  re b e l l i o n  no t  on l y  br i n g s  

cu r s e s  up o n  na t u r e  its e l f  bu t al s o  dis r u p t s  the  re l a t i o n a l  ha r m o n y  an d  eq u a l i t y  th a t 

pr e v i o u s l y  ex i s t e d  be t w e e n  hu s b a n d  an d  wi f e . “Y o u r  de s i r e  sh a l l be  fo r yo u r  hu s b a n d , 

an d  he  sh a l l ru l e  ov e r  yo u ”  (G e n  3:1 6 ) . Th e  co n s e q u e n c e s  of sin  an d  its  eff e c t s  on  

in t e r p e r s o n a l re l a t i o n s h i p s  on l y  be c o m e  da r k e r . Th e  Bi b l e  tak e s  us  alm o s t  im m e d i a t e l y  to 

th e  s to r y  of Ad a m  an d  Ev e ’ s  pr o g e n y  an d  the i r in a b i l i t y  to co n d u c t  he a l t h y  rel a t i o n s h i p s . 

Fr o m  th e r e , ev e r y o n e  wh o  ha s  ev e r  liv e d  re f l e c t s  the  da r k n e s s  of dis o b e d i e n c e  th a t 

en v e l o p e s  the i r  ch a r a c t e r  as a di r e c t  res u l t of Ad a m  an d  Ev e ’ s  ch o i c e s .    

In mo d e r n  soc i e t y , so m e  of th e  mo s t eg r e g i o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of in t e r p e r s o n a l  

re l a t i o n s h i p  br e a k d o w n s  oc c u r in the  re a l m s  of ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e . Th e s e  is s u e s  

tra n s c e n d  na t i o n a l i t i e s , so c i o - e c o n o m i c  lev e l s , eth n i c i t i e s , an d  ag e s . Ac c o r d i n g  to a 

co m p r e h e n s i v e  re v i e w  of th e  lit e r a t u r e , on e  in th r e e  wo m e n  wi l l  ex p e r i e n c e  som e  for m  of 

ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  in the i r lif e t i m e  (B r e i d i n g  et al. ,  20 1 4 , p. 1) , wh i l e  in the  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  

alo n e , m o r e  th a n  3,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  ch i l d r e n  fa l l  vic t i m  to ch i l d  ab u s e  an n u a l l y , res u l t i n g  in 

ap p r o x i m a t e l y  2,0 0 0  de a t h s  ea c h  ye a r  (B a b a k h a n l o u  & Be a t t i e , 20 1 9 , p. 18 2 ) . In 

ad d i t i o n , stu d i e s  ha v e  rev e a l e d  th a t on e  in six  bo y s  an d  on e  in fo u r  gir l s  wi l l ex p e r i e n c e  
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se x u a l ab u s e , an d  th o s e  wh o  ar e  ab u s e d  be f o r e  th e  ag e  of 18  are  2 to 13  tim e s  m o r e  lik e l y  

to be vi c t i m i z e d  as ad u l t s ,  el e v a t i n g  th e  rat i o  in ad u l t h o o d  to on e  in fiv e  m e n  an d  on e  in 

tw o  wo m e n  (D o e , 20 1 6 , 4:5 0 ) . Co n s e q u e n t l y , ma n y  ch u r c h  me m b e r s  ar e  al s o  sta t i s t i c a l l y  

at ris k  of ex p e r i e n c i n g  ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e .  Ho w e v e r , the  pr e c i s e  nu m b e r  of 

m e m b e r s  af f e c t e d  rem a i n s  un c l e a r . Dr . Re n e  Dr u m m ’ s  gro u n d b r e a k i n g  20 0 9  stu d y  on  

ab u s e  wi t h i n  the  Pa c i f i c  Un i o n  Co n f e r e n c e  of Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t s  su r v e y e d  1,4 3 1  

in d i v i d u a l s  ac r o s s  49  dif f e r e n t  ch u r c h e s , yie l d i n g  s ta t i s t i c s  th a t  we r e  de e p l y  al a r m i n g  to 

m a n y . 

Ra t e s  of do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e  in the  stu d y  we r e  ne a r l y  eq u a l to the  ge n e r a l po p u l a t i o n  of 

th e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s . S ix t y - f i v e  pe r c e n t of in d i v i d u a l s  ha d  ex p e r i e n c e d  co n t r o l l i n g  or 

de m e a n i n g  be h a v i o r  by  an  int i m a t e  pa r t n e r , 46  pe r c e n t ha d  se e n  co m m o n  co u p l e  

vi o l e n c e , 29  pe r c e n t  ha d  be e n  se x u a l l y  vic t i m i z e d , an d  10  pe r c e n t  ha d  en d u r e d  se v e r e  

ph y s i c a l  ab u s e . (A a m o d t , 20 2 0 , p. 2)  

Dr a w i n g  fro m  my  ex p e r i e n c e s  in se m i n a r y , my  te n u r e  as  a pa s t o r , an d  m y  

di a l o g u e s  wi t h  fe l l o w  pa s t o r s  an d  mi n i s t r y  le a d e r s , I’v e  co m e  to be l i e v e  tha t  the  Se v e n t h -

da y  Ad v e n t i s t  ch u r c h  lac k s  co n s i s t e n t  tra i n i n g  fo r  its  pa s t o r s  to ide n t i f y , ad d r e s s , an d  

re p o r t  the  of t e n  ne g l e c t e d  an d  ov e r l o o k e d  iss u e s  of ab u s e . Fu r t h e r m o r e , I’m  aw a r e  th a t  

Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t  pa s t o r s  ha v e  a un i q u e  op p o r t u n i t y  to of f e r  su p p o r t  to ind i v i d u a l s  

ex p e r i e n c i n g  ph y s i c a l  an d / o r  se x u a l  ab u s e , as th e y  are  fre q u e n t l y  th e  fir s t  pe r s o n  a 

m e m b e r  co n f i d e s  in reg a r d i n g  th e i r  in t e r p e r s o n a l ch a l l e n g e s . 

As  hi g h l i g h t e d  in the  20 2 1  do c u s e r i e s  tit l e d  “D o m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e  & Th e  Ch u r c h  

(P a r t  I)”  pr e s e n t e d  by  En d  It No w  NA D , Dr . S t e v e  Tr a c e y  em p h a s i z e d  tha t  wh i l e  so m e  

m e m b e r s  m a y  co n f i d e  in th e i r  pa s t o r s  ab o u t  su c h  inc i d e n t s , ma n y  su f f e r  in s il e n c e , 



 

3 

re l u c t a n t  to re p o r t th e  ab u s e  to an y o n e . M o r e o v e r , m o s t pa s t o r s  are  no t  tra i n e d  to ide n t i f y  

po t e n t i a l  vi c t i m s  of ab u s e , ha n d l e  su c h  sit u a t i o n s  ap p r o p r i a t e l y , an d  ar e  of t e n  ill -

eq u i p p e d  to rep o r t  inc i d e n t s  to th e  ap p r o p r i a t e  au t h o r i t i e s . Th r o u g h o u t  the  do c u s e r i e s , 

nu m e r o u s  pro f e s s i o n a l s  ci t e  th e  co r r e l a t i o n  be t w e e n  a lac k  of tra i n e d  pa s t o r s  an d  

in a d e q u a t e  em o t i o n a l ,  psy c h o l o g i c a l ,  an d  sp i r i t u a l  he a l i n g  of m e m b e r s , wh i c h  ca n  ha v e  

lo n g - l a s t i n g  eff e c t s  sp a n n i n g  ge n e r a t i o n s . Dr a w i n g  fro m  my  ow n  ex p e r i e n c e  as  a pa s t o r  

(w h i c h  I wi l l el a b o r a t e  on  fur t h e r  in ch a p . 4) , I am  aw a r e  tha t  oth e r  co n s e q u e n c e s  ma y  

in c l u d e  a de c l i n e  in tru s t  tow a r d s  co n f e r e n c e  em p l o y e e s  an d  ins t i t u t i o n s , en c o m p a s s i n g  

ch u r c h e s , co l l e g e s , ac a d e m i e s , pa s t o r s , an d  te a c h e r s . In ad d i t i o n , ina d e q u a t e l y  tra i n e d  

pa s t o r s  ma y  lea d  to law s u i t s  an d  le g a l ac t i o n s  oft e n  ini t i a t e d  ag a i n s t  co n f e r e n c e  

in s t i t u t i o n s  or ind i v i d u a l  em p l o y e e s  wh o  we r e  m a n d a t e d  to rep o r t bu t  fai l e d  to do  so . 

Th e  in t r o d u c t o r y  ch a p t e r  wi l l  de l i n e a t e  th e  m i n i s t r y  co n t e x t  in wh i c h  th i s  

ch a l l e n g e  is sit u a t e d . Th e s e  ch a l l e n g e s  en t a i l  pre p a r i n g  pa s t o r s  to et h i c a l l y  an d  le g a l l y  

ad d r e s s  po t e n t i a l  co m p l a i n t s  fro m  ch u r c h  me m b e r s  co n c e r n i n g  ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l  

ab u s e , as we l l  as na v i g a t i n g  the  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law s  pe r t a i n i n g  to va r i o u s  fo r m s  of 

ab u s e . In ad d i t i o n , thi s  ini t i a l ch a p t e r  wi l l fu r n i s h  a co n c i s e  sta t e m e n t of th e  pr o b l e m , 

ou t l i n e  the  sta t e m e n t  of th e  tas k , sp e c i f y  the  pr o j e c t ’ s  lim i t a t i o n s , an d  of f e r  a de t a i l e d  

de s c r i p t i o n  of th e  me t h o d o l o g y . Fu r t h e r m o r e , it wi l l  int r o d u c e  de f i n i t i o n s  un i q u e  to thi s  

stu d y  an d  co n c l u d e  wi t h  a su m m a r y  of the  ch a p t e r ’ s  co n t e n t s . 

 
De s c r i p t i o n  of th e  M i n i s t r y  Co n t e x t 

Th i s  pro j e c t  wa s  co n d u c t e d  at the  of f i c e s  of th e  W i s c o n s i n  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t  

Co n f e r e n c e  in Fa l l  Ri v e r , W i s c o n s i n . It co n s i s t e d  of a six - h o u r tra i n i n g  ses s i o n  he l d  in a 

cla s s r o o m  wi t h  31  pa r t i c i p a n t s , pr i m a r i l y  co m p r i s i n g  pa s t o r s  an d  oth e r  co n f e r e n c e  s ta f f .  
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Pa s t o r s  wi t h i n  the  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  are  m a n d a t e d  to at t e n d  m u l t i p l e  tra i n i n g  

se s s i o n s  an n u a l l y , co v e r i n g  va r i o u s  to p i c s  aim e d  at pr e p a r i n g  the m  for  th e  ch a l l e n g e s  

th e y  m a y  en c o u n t e r  in th e i r  mi n i s t r y  an d  fo r  sel f - c a r e . Th e  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  

ov e r s e e s  ch u r c h e s  ex c l u s i v e l y  wi t h i n  th e  s ta t e  of W i s c o n s i n . Es t a b l i s h e d  in 18 6 3  as pa r t  

of the  Ill i n o i s - W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e , wh i c h  ini t i a l l y  in c l u d e d  M i c h i g a n ’ s  Up p e r  

Pe n i n s u l a , the  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  be c a m e  an  ind e p e n d e n t en t i t y  in 19 2 8 . Pr e s e n t l y , 

th e  co n f e r e n c e  co m p r i s e s  63  ch u r c h e s , 9 sc h o o l s , em p l o y s  31  pa s t o r s , an d  ha s  a tot a l 

m e m b e r s h i p  of 7,7 9 3  in d i v i d u a l s . No t a b l y , the  sta t e  of W i s c o n s i n  ha s  a to t a l  po p u l a t i o n  

of 5,7 9 5 , 4 8 6 . 

 
St a t e m e n t  of th e  Pr o b l e m  

Pa s t o r s  fre q u e n t l y  se r v e  as  the  in i t i a l  res o u r c e  ch u r c h  me m b e r s  se e k  for  gu i d a n c e  

an d  co u n s e l i n g  on  va r i o u s  lif e  is s u e s  an d  ch a l l e n g e s , in c l u d i n g  th o s e  ste m m i n g  fro m  

ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l  ab u s e . Nu m e r o u s  pa s t o r s  lac k  tra i n i n g  to id e n t i f y  th e  sig n s , 

sy m p t o m s , pr e v a l e n c e , ca u s e s , an d  eff e c t s  of ab u s e , or to kn o w  wh e n  an d  ho w  to re f e r  

in d i v i d u a l s  to sp e c i a l i s t s  or la w  en f o r c e m e n t  ag e n c i e s  wh e n  ab u s e  is su s p e c t e d . In 20 1 8 , 

th e  Na s h v i l l e - b a s e d  Li f e w a y  Re s e a r c h  Ce n t e r co n d u c t e d  a ph o n e  su r v e y  of 1,0 0 0  se n i o r  

pa s t o r s , inq u i r i n g  ab o u t th e i r  aw a r e n e s s  of the  #M e T o o  m o v e m e n t an d  iss u e s  re l a t e d  to 

se x u a l an d  do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e . 

Tw o - t h i r d s  of pa s t o r s  sa y  do m e s t i c  or sex u a l  vio l e n c e  oc c u r s  in th e  liv e s  of pe o p l e  in 

th e i r  co n g r e g a t i o n . An d  m a n y  pa s t o r s  be l i e v e  th e  #M e T o o  m o v e m e n t  ha s  m a d e  the i r 

ch u r c h e s  m o r e  aw a r e  of ho w  co m m o n  se x u a l  an d  do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e  are . M o r e  

pa s t o r s  say  th e y  are  ad d r e s s i n g  the s e  is s u e s  fro m  th e  pu l p i t .  S t i l l ,  ha l f  say  th e y  lac k  

tra i n i n g  in ho w  to ad d r e s s  sex u a l  an d  do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e . (S m i e t a n a , 20 1 8 , p. 1)   
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Th e  co n s e q u e n c e  of pa s t o r a l la c k  of tra i n i n g  ca n  ra n g e  fro m  in a d e q u a t e  em o t i o n a l  an d  

sp i r i t u a l  he a l i n g  to fu r t h e r ps y c h o l o g i c a l ha r m  fo r  me m b e r s , wi t h  po t e n t i a l ef f e c t s  las t i n g  

fo r lif e t i m e s  an d  or  ge n e r a t i o n s . Co n t r i b u t i n g  fa c t o r s  in c l u d e  th e  ab s e n c e  of ed u c a t i o n , 

id e n t i f i c a t i o n  me t h o d s , an d  to o l s  av a i l a b l e  to pa s t o r s . 

 
St a t e m e n t  of th e  Ta s k  

Th e  ob j e c t i v e  of th i s  pr o j e c t is to eq u i p  pa s t o r s  in the  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  wi t h  

th e  sk i l l s  to re c o g n i z e  an d  res p o n d  ap p r o p r i a t e l y  to ab u s e  am o n g  th e i r  ch u r c h  m e m b e r s . 

Th i s  tra i n i n g  oc c u r r e d  du r i n g  a on e - d a y  se m i n a r he l d  at th e  co n f e r e n c e  of f i c e . Th e  

se m i n a r ’ s  co n t e n t  wa s  sou r c e d  fro m  tra i n e d  pr o f e s s i o n a l s  suc h  as  do c t o r s , ps y c h i a t r i s t s ,  

ps y c h o l o g i s t s ,  so c i a l wo r k e r s , law y e r s , an d  res e a r c h e r s . Th i s  di v e r s e  ex p e r t i s e  wa s  

co m p i l e d  to en s u r e  th e  ac c u r a c y  of th e  pro j e c t ’ s  co n t e n t an d  co n c l u s i o n s . Inf o r m a t i o n  

gl e a n e d  fro m  co n s u l t a t i o n s  wi t h  ex p e r t s  in va r i o u s  fie l d s  wa s  sup p l e m e n t e d  wi t h  da t a  

fro m  cu r r e n t pe e r - r e v i e w e d  jou r n a l s  an d  ar t i c l e s . Th i s  co m p i l a t i o n  aim e d  to pr o v i d e  

pa s t o r s  wi t h  th e  too l s  to ef f e c t i v e l y  ad d r e s s  th e i r  co n g r e g a n t s ’ co m p l a i n t s  of ab u s e .  

In ad d i t i o n  to the  pr i m a r y  go a l  of pr o v i d i n g  pr a c t i c a l  to o l s  an d  kn o w l e d g e , thi s  

pr o j e c t  see k s  to ad d r e s s  th e  bro a d e r  im p l i c a t i o n s  of in a d e q u a t e  tra i n i n g  wi t h i n  pa s t o r a l 

ca r e . By  hig h l i g h t i n g  th e  co n s e q u e n c e s  of in s u f f i c i e n t pr e p a r e d n e s s , inc l u d i n g  po t e n t i a l 

leg a l  rep e r c u s s i o n s  an d  the  ero s i o n  of tru s t  wi t h i n  co n g r e g a t i o n a l  se t t i n g s , th e  pr o j e c t  

aim s  to un d e r s c o r e  th e  ur g e n t ne e d  fo r  sys t e m i c  ch a n g e  in tra i n i n g  pro t o c o l s . 

Fu r t h e r m o r e , it aim s  to fo s t e r  a cu l t u r e  of pr o a c t i v e  in t e r v e n t i o n  an d  sup p o r t ,  en h a n c i n g  

bo t h  the  im m e d i a t e  re s p o n s e  to ab u s e  an d  th e  lon g - t e r m  re c o v e r y  an d  we l l - b e i n g  of 

af f e c t e d  in d i v i d u a l s .  Th e s e  ex p a n d e d  ob j e c t i v e s  no t on l y  aim  to im p r o v e  pa s t o r a l pr a c t i c e  
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bu t  als o  to co n t r i b u t e  to the  es t a b l i s h m e n t of a mo r e  ro b u s t  fra m e w o r k  for  ab u s e  

pr e v e n t i o n  an d  re s p o n s e  wi t h i n  th e  ch u r c h  co m m u n i t y . 

 
De l i m i t a t i o n s  of th e  Pr o j e c t  

Th i s  pro j e c t ’ s  sc o p e  is re s t r i c t e d  to Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t  pa s t o r s  cu r r e n t l y  

em p l o y e d  by  the  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e . Ini t i a l l y , th e  pr o j e c t  aim e d  to in v o l v e  cl e r g y  

fro m  all  Ch r i s t i a n  de n o m i n a t i o n s  an d  all  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t co n f e r e n c e  em p l o y e e s , 

in c l u d i n g  ac a d e m y  sta f f  an d  tea c h e r s . Ho w e v e r , log i s t i c a l  ch a l l e n g e s  fo r  bo t h  th e  

re s e a r c h e r  an d  co n f e r e n c e  ma n a g e m e n t  led  to the  ex c l u s i o n  of th e s e  gro u p s . 

Co n s e q u e n t l y , thi s  pro j e c t fo c u s e d  sol e l y  on  tra i n i n g  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t pa s t o r s  wh o  

m a y  en c o u n t e r in d i v i d u a l s  ex p e r i e n c i n g  or ha v i n g  ex p e r i e n c e d  ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l  

ab u s e . Th e  pro j e c t wi l l so l e l y  as s e s s  pa s t o r s ’  se l f - r e p o r t e d  kn o w l e d g e  ab o u t ab u s e  an d  

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  be f o r e  an d  aft e r th e  tra i n i n g . 

 
De s c r i p t i o n  of th e  Pr o j e c t Pr o c e s s  

Th e  pr o j e c t  pro c e s s  inc l u d e d  fa s h i o n i n g  a the o l o g i c a l re f l e c t i o n , re v i e w i n g  

cu r r e n t  lit e r a t u r e , de v e l o p i n g  an d  im p l e m e n t i n g  an  in t e r v e n t i o n , an d  the n  ev a l u a t i n g  an d  

re p o r t i n g  th e  res u l t s . 

 
De f i n i t i o n  of Te r m s  

W h i l e  sp e c i a l i z e d  ter m s  ar e  de f i n e d  as  th e y  ap p e a r  in th e  tex t ,  som e  fre q u e n t l y  

us e d  ter m s  wi t h  spe c i a l i z e d  m e a n i n g s  ar e  de f i n e d  in the  ou t s e t of thi s  sec t i o n . Th e s e  

ter m s  in c l u d e  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e , ch i l d  ab u s e , ch i l d  ma l t r e a t m e n t , ch i l d  se x u a l ab u s e , 

in t i m a t e  pa r t n e r  vi o l e n c e  an d  ne g l e c t .  
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Ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  is a ter m  th a t m e a n s  “a n y  no n - a c c i d e n t a l  ac t or be h a v i o r  ca u s i n g  

in j u r y , tra u m a , or oth e r  ph y s i c a l  suf f e r i n g  or bo d i l y  ha r m ”  (G i a r d i n o , 20 0 8 , p. 1) .  In th i s  

pa p e r ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  is us e d  in its  co n t e x t  in re l a t i o n s h i p  to ch i l d r e n , ad u l t s ,  an d  th e  

eld e r l y .  

Ch i l d  Ab u s e  is a “p h y s i c a l  in j u r y  wh i c h  is inf l i c t e d  by  oth e r  tha n  ac c i d e n t a l  

m e a n s  on  a ch i l d  by  an o t h e r  pe r s o n ”  (C a l i f o r n i a  Pe n a l Co d e  27 3 d  PC ) . 

Th e  de f i n i t i o n  of Ch i l d  M a l t r e a t m e n t  ac c o r d i n g  to th e  W o r l d  He a l t h  Or g a n i z a t i o n  

is as  fo l l o w s :  “C h i l d  ab u s e  or m a l t r e a t m e n t co n s t i t u t e s  all  fo r m s  of ph y s i c a l  an d / o r  

em o t i o n a l  ill - t r e a t m e n t , sex u a l  ab u s e , ne g l e c t ,  or ne g l i g e n t tre a t m e n t  or co m m e r c i a l  or 

ot h e r  ex p l o i t a t i o n , res u l t i n g  in ac t u a l  or po t e n t i a l ha r m  to th e  ch i l d ’ s  he a l t h , sur v i v a l ,  

de v e l o p m e n t or dig n i t y  in th e  co n t e x t of a rel a t i o n s h i p  of res p o n s i b i l i t y , tru s t or po w e r ”  

(B a b a k h a n l o u  & Be a t t i e , 20 1 9 , p. 18 0 ) . 

Ch i l d  Se x u a l  Ab u s e  (C S A ) is de f i n e d  as “a n y  se x u a l ac t i v i t y  th a t th e  ch i l d  ca n n o t  

un d e r s t a n d  or gi v e  co n s e n t  to. It ma y  in c l u d e  fo n d l i n g , ora l - g e n i t a l  co n t a c t ,  ra p e , ge n i t a l 

or an a l  pe n e t r a t i o n , ex h i b i t i o n i s m , vo y e u r i s m  an d  ex p o s u r e  to po r n o g r a p h y ”  

(B a b a k h a n l o u  & Be a t t i e , 20 1 9 , p. 18 4 ) . 

Th e  de f i n i t i o n  of In t i m a t e  Pa r t n e r  Vi o l e n c e  (IP V ) ,  as gi v e n  by  Al v a r e z  et al .  

(2 0 1 7 ) , is “b e h a v i o r s  su c h  as  ph y s i c a l ag g r e s s i o n , sex u a l  co e r c i o n , an d  ps y c h o l o g i c a l 

ab u s e  tha t oc c u r  wi t h i n  an  int i m a t e  re l a t i o n s h i p  an d  res u l t s  in ph y s i c a l ,  se x u a l ,  or 

ps y c h o l o g i c a l  ha r m ”  (p . 48 ) . W h e n  cit i n g  a 20 1 0  Ce n t e r  for  Di s e a s e  Co n t r o l (C D C )  

de f i n i t i o n , Hu s s a i n  et al.  (2 0 1 5 , p. 62 ) s im p l y  ad d e d  th e  ela b o r a t i o n  of “c u r r e n t  or for m e r  

pa r t n e r  or sp o u s e ”  to th e i r  de f i n i t i o n  (p . 62 ) , wh i c h  is ve r y  s im i l a r  to the  id e a  of an  

“in t i m a t e  re l a t i o n s h i p . ”   
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Ne g l e c t ,  as  de f i n e d  by  the  re s e a r c h e r s  cit e d  in th i s  pa p e r  is “T h e  pe r s i s t e n t  fai l u r e  

of the  ca r e g i v e r to pr o v i d e  fo r th e  ch i l d ’ s  ph y s i c a l ,  em o t i o n a l ,  ed u c a t i o n a l  an d  me d i c a l  

ne e d s , wh i c h  ca n  re s u l t  in de v e l o p m e n t a l  de l a y , ph y s i c a l  an d  psy c h o l o g i c a l  ha r m . ”  

(B a b a k h a n l o u  & Be a t t i e , 20 1 9 , p. 18 6 ) . 

 
Su m m a r y  

Th i s  int r o d u c t i o n  ha s  pr o v i d e d  in s i g h t in t o  the  un m e t  ch a l l e n g e s  of tra i n i n g  

pa s t o r s  in ad d r e s s i n g  ab u s e  an d  co m p l y i n g  wi t h  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law s  wi t h i n  the  

W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  of Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t s .  W h i l e  th i s  pr o j e c t  or i g i n a t e s  fro m  a 

pa s t o r a l s ta n d p o i n t  an d  m a i n t a i n s  a fo c u s e d  pe r s p e c t i v e , its  an a l y s i s  is int e n d e d  to sh a r e  

in s i g h t s  re g a r d i n g  the  ne c e s s i t y  for  co n t i n u o u s  ed u c a t i o n  an d  tra i n i n g  of pa s t o r a l s ta f f .  

Th e  as p i r a t i o n  is th a t th i s  pr o j e c t  wi l l  ser v e  as  a ca t a l y s t fo r  oth e r  co n f e r e n c e s , th e i r  

ac a d e m i e s , an d  po s s i b l y  sem i n a r i e s  to ad o p t s im i l a r  tra i n i n g  ini t i a t i v e s  for  al l th e i r  

att e n d e e s  an d  em p l o y e e s , inc l u d i n g  s tu d e n t s , ac a d e m y  tea c h i n g  sta f f ,  ca m p  co u n s e l o r s , 

ch a p l a i n s , an d  pa s t o r s . 
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CH A P T E R  2 
 
 
 

TH E O L O G I C A L  RE F L E C T I O N  
 
 

Gr o w i n g  up  in the  90 ’ s  on e  of m y  fav o r i t e  ba n d s  th a t I ro u t i n e l y  lis t e n e d  to wa s  a 

th r a s h y  pu n k  gro u p  kn o w n  as  “T h e  Of f s p r i n g . ”  Fo r  on e  rea s o n  or an o t h e r  the  lyr i c s  of 

on e  of the i r  so n g s  ha s  s ta y e d  fre s h  in my  m i n d  for  ne a r l y  tw o  de c a d e s . As  yo u  re a d  the  

ly r i c s  be l o w , pa y  cl o s e  at t e n t i o n  as  I wi l l  be re f e r r i n g  ba c k  to the m  thr o u g h o u t th e  

th e o l o g i c a l  ref l e c t i o n  of th i s  the s i s . Th e  son g  is tit l e d : “W a y  Do w n  the  Li n e . ”  Th e  

fo l l o w i n g  are  th e  lyr i c s :  

No t h i n g  ch a n g e s  ca u s e  it’ s  al l th e  sam e  
Th e  wo r l d  yo u  ge t ’ s  th e  on e  yo u  giv e  aw a y  
It al l ju s t ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e  
Th e r e  is a ch a i n  th a t ’ s  ne v e r  br o k e n  
Yo u  kn o w  th e  sto r y  it’ s  sa d  bu t  tru e  
An  an g r y  ma n  ge t s  dr u n k  an d  be a t s  hi s  kid s  
Th e  sa m e  ol d  wa y  his  dr u n k e n  fat h e r  di d  
 
Ch o r u s  
W h a t co m e s  ar o u n d  we l l it go e s  ar o u n d  
No t h i n g  ch a n g e s  ca u s e  it’ s  al l th e  sam e  
Th e  wo r l d  yo u  ge t ’ s  th e  on e  yo u  giv e  aw a y  
It al l ju s t ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e  
 
17  Sh a n n o n  is pr e g n a n t 
Yo u n g  as  he r  mo m  wh e n  she  ha d  he r  
Th e  kid  is ne v e r  go n n a  ha v e  a da d  
Th e  sa m e  ol d  wa y  tha t  Sh a n n o n  ne v e r  ha d  
W h a t co m e s  ar o u n d  we l l it go e s  ar o u n d  
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Ch o r u s   
No t h i n g  ch a n g e s  ca u s e  it’ s  al l th e  sam e  
Th e  wo r l d  yo u  ge t ’ s  th e  on e  yo u  giv e  aw a y  
It al l ju s t ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e  
An d  al l th e  thi n g s  yo u  le a r n  wh e n  yo u ’ r e  a kid  
Yo u ' l l f* * *  up  ju s t  lik e  yo u r  pa r e n t s  di d  
It al l ju s t ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e  
 
An d  we l f a r e  mo m s  ha v e  kid s  on  we l f a r e  
An d  fa t pa r e n t s  th e y  ha v e  fa t ki d s  too  
Yo u  kn o w  it’ s  ne v e r  go n n a  en d  
Th e  sa m e  ol d  cy c l e ’ s  go n n a  sta r t  ag a i n  
W h a t co m e s  ar o u n d  we l l it go e s  ar o u n d  
 
Ch o r u s  
No t h i n g  ch a n g e s  ca u s e  it’ s  al l th e  sam e  
Th e  wo r l d  yo u  ge t ’ s  th e  on e  yo u  giv e  aw a y  
It al l ju s t ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e  
An d  al l th e  thi n g s  yo u  le a r n  wh e n  yo u ’ r e  a kid  
Yo u ’ l l  f** *  up  ju s t lik e  yo u r  pa r e n t s  did  
It al l ju s t ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e  
 
Th e  Of f s p r i n g  (19 9 7 )  

 
 

Be i n g  a thr a s h y  pu n k  ro c k  ba n d  of th e  90 ’ s , th e  mi s s i o n  of the i r ly r i c s  is to sla p  

yo u  in the  fac e  wi t h  so m e t h i n g  re a l  an d  of f e n s i v e  to ge t yo u r  att e n t i o n  (I to n e d  do w n  th e  

ly r i c s  s li g h t l y , as  so m e  of it m a y  no t  be  ap p r o p r i a t e  fo r a th e o l o g i c a l  ref l e c t i o n ) . Li k e  the  

ly r i c s  or no t , on e  ha s  to ad m i t th e  air  of tru t h  as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  the  so n g ’ s  cl a i m s . Th e  

pr e d o m i n a t e  the m e  thr o u g h o u t  the  so n g  is “T h e  wo r l d  yo u  ge t is th e  on e  yo u  giv e  aw a y , 

it al l ju s t ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e . ”  M a n y  in so c i e t y  kn o w  thi s  to be  tru e , we  

ev e n  tea c h  it to ou r ki d s  as “m o n k e y  se e , m o n k e y  do . ”  M o d e r n  psy c h o l o g y  kn o w s  tha t  to 

be  tru e . Ev e n  th e  Bi b l e  pre s e n t s  th i s  th e m e :  “T r a i n  up  a ch i l d  in th e  wa y  he  sho u l d  go , 

an d  wh e n  he  is ol d , he  wi l l  no t de p a r t fro m  it”  (P r o v  22 : 6  NK J ) . M a n y  pe o p l e  un d e r s t a n d  

th i s  as  co m m o n  se n s e  ye t ,  m a n y  of th o s e  wh o  ca n  tan g i b l y  un d e r s t a n d  the  co n c e p t on  a 

su r f a c e  lev e l  rar e l y  be g i n  to un d e r s t a n d  its  de e p  s ig n i f i c a n c e  on  th e  so c i a l ,  ps y c h o l o g i c a l ,  
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an d  sp i r i t u a l le v e l s . Ev e n  if we  do , ma n y  sti l l  fa i l  to m a k e  ad e q u a t e  lif e  ad j u s t m e n t s  so 

th a t  ne g a t i v e  lif e  in f l u e n c e s  do n ’ t  tur n  int o  co n s e q u e n c e s  “w a y  do w n  th e  lin e ”  for  fu t u r e  

ge n e r a t i o n s .  

In thi s  ch a p t e r , we  wi l l  ex p l o r e  ho w  th e  rec u r r i n g  the m e s  of fa m i l i a l ge n e r a t i o n a l 

sin  im p a c t e d  ce r t a i n  Bi b l i c a l ch a r a c t e r s  ac r o s s  ge n e r a t i o n s . Th i s  wi l l  es t a b l i s h  th e  

im p o r t a n c e  of a sp i r i t u a l  lea d e r ’ s  ab i l i t y  to rec o g n i z e  an d  gu i d e  the i r m e m b e r s  tow a r d  

sp i r i t u a l  an d  em o t i o n a l he a l i n g . Id e a l l y , thi s  wi l l  ha l t  the  cy c l e  of ge n e r a t i o n a l  sin  in its  

tra c k s , pre v e n t i n g  its  co n t i n u a t i o n  “w a y  do w n  the  lin e . ”  As a fo r m e r  mi n i s t e r an d  cu r r e n t  

ch a p l a i n , I ha v e  wi t n e s s e d  th i s  rec u r r i n g  th e m e  of “it  all  jus t  ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  

th e  lin e ”  all to o  fre q u e n t l y . Du r i n g  my  tim e  in se m i n a r y  ye a r s  ag o , I vo l u n t e e r e d  at a 

sta t e  pri s o n  in In d i a n a . Du r i n g  my  tim e  the r e , I wi t n e s s e d  a fa t h e r  an d  son  be i n g  reu n i t e d  

be c a u s e  th e y  we r e  bo t h  in c a r c e r a t e d  in th e  sam e  pri s o n . It wa s  at th a t m o m e n t  th a t  lyr i c s  

fro m  de c a d e s  pa s t ca m e  ru s h i n g  to th e  fo r e f r o n t of m y  mi n d : “Y o u  kn o w  it’ s  ne v e r  go n n a  

en d . Th e  sa m e  old  cy c l e ’ s  go n n a  sta r t  ag a i n . ”   It’ s  no  se c r e t  tha t th e  hig h  re c i d i v i s m  rat e s  

am o n g  ou r  pr i s o n  po p u l a t i o n s  vi v i d l y  ill u s t r a t e  the  re a l i t y  of “T h e  wo r l d  yo u  ge t ’ s  th e  on e  

yo u  giv e  aw a y . It all  jus t  ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  th e  lin e . ”  

Ne v e r t h e l e s s , th e  va l i d i t y  of th i s  tru t h  ex t e n d s  be y o n d  th e  co n f i n e s  of pri s o n .  I 

ha v e  als o  ob s e r v e d  it in my  ro l e  as  a pa s t o r .  As  a pa s t o r , ov e r th e  co u r s e  of a fe w  ye a r s , 

on e  be c o m e s  ac q u a i n t e d  wi t h  the  fa m i l i e s  in th e i r  ch u r c h . Co n s e q u e n t l y , on e  al s o  

be c o m e s  ac q u a i n t e d  wi t h  th e i r  ge n e r a t i o n a l  fa m i l y  dy n a m i c s . I be c a m e  ac q u a i n t e d  wi t h  

sp e c i f i c  fa m i l i e s  in ch u r c h e s  wh e r e  I ha v e  be c o m e  fam i l i a r  wi t h  th r e e  ge n e r a t i o n s  of th e  

sa m e  fa m i l y .  Re f l e c t i n g  on  on e ’ s  pa r e n t s  an d  gra n d p a r e n t s , we  of t e n  fin d  th a t we  ca n  

tra c e  no t on l y  ou r  ph y s i c a l fe a t u r e s  th r o u g h  the  fa m i l y  lin e  bu t  als o  ob s e r v e  ch a r a c t e r 
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tra i t s  an d  sp i r i t u a l in f l u e n c e s  tha t tra n s c e n d  ge n e r a t i o n s . W h i l e  a go d l y  he r i t a g e  ca n  

pr o v i d e  a so l i d  fou n d a t i o n  of vi r t u e s  an d  fa i t h f u l n e s s , ac t i o n s  su c h  as  an g e r , lus t ,  an d  

bi t t e r n e s s  es t a b l i s h  de s t r u c t i v e  pa t t e r n s  tha t  mu s t be  ac k n o w l e d g e d  an d  ov e r c o m e . Of t e n , 

th e r e  is a no t i c e a b l e  co n t r a s t  be t w e e n  fa m i l i e s  wh o  fu l l y  em b r a c e d  Ch r i s t i a n i t y  in bo t h  

co n f e s s i o n  an d  pr a c t i c e  be f o r e  the i r ch i l d r e n  rea c h e d  ad o l e s c e n c e  an d  th o s e  wh o  clu n g  to 

re m n a n t s  of the  pa s t  tha t  sho u l d  ha v e  be e n  re l i n q u i s h e d .  I am  no t  su g g e s t i n g  th a t th i s  is 

an  ex a c t  sc i e n c e . Ea c h  fam i l y  co n t a i n s  nu m e r o u s  po t e n t i a l va r i a b l e s  tha t  ca n n o t  alw a y s  

be  tra c e d , an d  ex t e r n a l  inf l u e n c e s  in v a r i a b l y  pl a y  a ro l e . Ho w e v e r , I am  as s e r t i n g  tha t  

th e r e  are  di s c e r n i b l e  pa t t e r n s  th a t I ha v e  co n s i s t e n t l y  ob s e r v e d  in fam i l i e s . M o r e o v e r , th e  

Bi b l e  re p e a t e d l y  ill u s t r a t e s  th e s e  th e m e s  of ge n e r a t i o n a l s in . 

F i r s t ,  let ’ s  de f i n e  wh a t  ge n e r a t i o n a l  sin  is .  Af t e r  tha t ,  we  wi l l  th e n  ex a m i n e  ho w  

ab u s e  is pr e s e n t e d  in th e  bi b l e  an d  lo o k  at fe w  ex a m p l e s  fro m  scr i p t u r e  fo r  ea c h . Na n  

Br o w n  fro m  Cr o s s w a l k . c o m  gi v e s  th e  fol l o w i n g  de f i n i t i o n  fo r  ge n e r a t i o n a l s in s :  

“G e n e r a t i o n a l sin s  ar e  we a k n e s s e s  or ten d e n c i e s  tha t  are  ha n d e d  do w n  to us  thr o u g h  th e  

ge n e r a t i o n s  fro m  pa r e n t s  or m e m b e r s  of ou r  fa m i l y . Th e s e  sin s  ca n  inv o l v e  be h a v i o r a l 

pa t t e r n s  an d  wa y s  of thi n k i n g  tha t  ke e p  us  tra p p e d  in the  pa s t ”  (B r o w n , 20 1 8 , W h a t is 

Ge n e r a t i o n a l S i n  pa r a . 2) . M o s t of us ca n  un d e r s t a n d  tha t  ge n e r a t i o n a l  sin s  ma n i f e s t  in 

pa t t e r n s , an d  on c e  a pa t t e r n  ta k e s  ro o t  in a fam i l y , it ca n  pe r s i s t an d  m u l t i p l y , wi t h  th e  

ef f e c t s  la s t i n g  for  ge n e r a t i o n s . Th o u g h  s in s  ca n  be  tra n s m i t t e d  thr o u g h  ge n e r a t i o n s , ea c h  

in d i v i d u a l is re s p o n s i b l e  fo r  his  or he r ow n  pe r s o n a l s in s  ag a i n s t Go d . Th e  Bi b l e  ve r i f i e s  

th i s  in th e  fo l l o w i n g  pa s s a g e s : 

“F a t h e r s  sh a l l no t  be  pu t to de a t h  fo r  the i r ch i l d r e n , no r sh a l l ch i l d r e n  be pu t  to de a t h  

fo r th e i r  fat h e r s ;  a pe r s o n  sh a l l  be  pu t to de a t h  fo r hi s  ow n  sin ”  (D e u t  24 : 1 6  NK J ) . 
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“T h e  so u l wh o  sin s  sh a l l  die . Th e  so n  sh a l l  no t be a r  the  gu i l t  of th e  fat h e r , no r  the  

fa t h e r  be a r  th e  gu i l t of the  so n . Th e  rig h t e o u s n e s s  of th e  rig h t e o u s  sh a l l be  up o n  

hi m s e l f ,  an d  the  wi c k e d n e s s  of th e  wi c k e d  sh a l l  be  up o n  him s e l f ”  (E z e k  18 : 2 0  NK J ) . 

Fr o m  th e s e  tw o  ve r s e s , it se e m s cl e a r  th a t on l y  an  ind i v i d u a l  is res p o n s i b l e  fo r th e i r  ow n  

sin s . 

Ho w e v e r , an o t h e r Bi b l e  ve r s e , on e  of th e  Te n  Co m m a n d m e n t s , ap p e a r s  to 

co n t r a d i c t  thi s  pri n c i p l e . 

“Y o u  sh a l l no t  ma k e  fo r yo u r s e l f  a ca r v e d  im a g e — a n y  lik e n e s s  of an y t h i n g  tha t  is in 

he a v e n  ab o v e , or th a t  is in the  ea r t h  be n e a t h , or th a t  is in the  wa t e r  un d e r th e  ea r t h ; 

yo u  sh a l l  no t bo w  do w n  to the m  no r se r v e  th e m . Fo r I, the  Lo r d  yo u r  Go d , am  a 

jea l o u s  Go d , vi s i t i n g  th e  in i q u i t y  of th e  fat h e r s  up o n  th e  ch i l d r e n  to the  th i r d  an d  

fo u r t h  ge n e r a t i o n s  of tho s e  wh o  ha t e  Me , bu t  sh o w i n g  me r c y  to th o u s a n d s , to tho s e  

wh o  lo v e  M e  an d  ke e p  M y  co m m a n d m e n t s ”  (E x o d  20 : 4 – 6  NK J ) . 

Th i s  ve r s e  in Ex o d u s  ap p e a r s  to co n f l i c t  wi t h  th o s e  in De u t e r o n o m y  an d  Ez e k i e l .  Th e  

lat t e r  ex p l i c i t l y  sta t e  th a t Go d  do e s  no t  pu n i s h  so n s  for  th e i r  fat h e r s ’  sin s . Ho w e v e r , in the  

ve r s e  fro m  Ex o d u s , it sta t e s  tha t  Go d  “v i s i t s  th e  in i q u i t y  of th e  fat h e r s  on  th e  ch i l d r e n  to 

th e  th i r d  an d  fo u r t h  ge n e r a t i o n . ”  M a n y  art i c l e s  an d  ev e n  di s s e r t a t i o n s  de l v e  in t o  th i s  

qu e s t i o n  in gr e a t e r  de t a i l .  Ho w e v e r , fo r  bre v i t y , I wi l l su m m a r i z e : Ez e k i e l ad d r e s s e s  the  

gu i l t  of the  fat h e r ’ s  sin s  ne v e r  be i n g  he l d  ag a i n s t  th e  so n s , wh i l e  Ex o d u s  di s c u s s e s  the  

co n s e q u e n c e s  of th e  fa t h e r ’ s  sin s  be i n g  pa s s e d  on  to the  ch i l d r e n . Dr . No r m a n  Ge i s l e r  

co m m e n t e d  on  th e s e  te x t s :  

If a fa t h e r  is a dr u n k , the  ch i l d r e n  ca n  su f f e r  ab u s e  an d  ev e n  po v e r t y . Li k e w i s e , if a 

m o t h e r  ha s  co n t r a c t e d  AI D S  fro m  dr u g  use , th e n  he r ba b y  m a y  be bo r n  wi t h  AI D S . 
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Bu t  thi s  do e s  no t  m e a n  th a t th e  inn o c e n t ch i l d r e n  ar e  gu i l t y  of the  sin s  of the i r  

pa r e n t s . Fu r t h e r , ev e n  if the  Ex o d u s  pa s s a g e  im p l i e d  th a t m o r a l  gu i l t wa s  som e h o w  

als o  vi s i t e d  on  th e  ch i l d r e n , it wo u l d  on l y  be  be c a u s e  th e y  too , lik e  th e i r  fat h e r s , ha d  

sin n e d  ag a i n s t  Go d . No t e w o r t h y  is th e  fa c t th a t Go d  on l y  vi s i t s  the  in i q u i t i e s  of 

“th o s e  wh o  ha t e ”  Hi m  (E x . 20 : 5 ) , no t  tho s e  wh o  do  no t . (G e i s l e r ,  20 1 5 , De f e n d i n g  

In e r r a n c y ) . 

In ad d i t i o n , it is im p o r t a n t to no t e  th a t ,  ac c o r d i n g  to the  Ex o d u s  tex t ,  if th e  

ch i l d r e n  of a Go d - r e j e c t i n g  ea r t h l y  fat h e r ch o o s e  to m a k e  the  Lo r d  the i r so v e r e i g n  an d  

co m m i t to lov i n g  Hi m  wi t h  the i r he a r t ,  so u l , mi n d , an d  str e n g t h  (D e u t  6:5  NK J ) , th i s  

de c i s i o n  ca n  en a b l e  Go d  to de m o n s t r a t e  Hi s  “c o v e n a n t  of fai t h f u l n e s s  to a th o u s a n d  

ge n e r a t i o n s ”  (E x o d  20 : 6  NK J ) . Th i s  is co n t i n g e n t  up o n  ea c h  ge n e r a t i o n ’ s  co n t i n u e d  

co m m i t m e n t  to lov i n g  Go d  an d  ad h e r i n g  to Hi s  co m m a n d m e n t s . Ul t i m a t e l y , Go d  jud g e s  

in d i v i d u a l s  rat h e r th a n  en t i r e  fa m i l i e s . 

Ha v i n g  br i e f l y  ex a m i n e d  the  di s t i n c t i o n  be t w e e n  in d i v i d u a l an d  fa m i l i a l s in s , I 

no w  in t e n d  to ex p l o r e  wh a t  co n s t i t u t e s  ab u s e  fro m  a bib l i c a l pe r s p e c t i v e . In th i s  

th e o l o g i c a l  ref l e c t i o n  an d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  re s t of thi s  res e a r c h  pa p e r , the  te r m s  “s i n s ”  an d  

“a b u s e ”  ar e  oft e n  us e d  in t e r c h a n g e a b l y . Bi b l i c a l ab u s e  ref e r s  to the  s in f u l  mi s t r e a t m e n t of 

ot h e r s  tha t  co n t r a d i c t s  the  bi b l i c a l  ma n d a t e  to lo v e  an d  re s p e c t on e  an o t h e r . It 

en c o m p a s s e s  m o r e  th a n  ph y s i c a l vi o l e n c e , in c l u d i n g  an y  for m  of m i s t r e a t m e n t or m i s u s e  

dr i v e n  by  in h e r e n t  sel f i s h n e s s  th a t re s u l t s  in ha r m  to oth e r s . Th e  Bi b l e  ch a r a c t e r i z e s  

ab u s e  as a sin  be c a u s e  it vio l a t e s  the  co m m a n d  to lov e  on e  an o t h e r  (Jo h n  13 : 3 4 ) . Ab u s e  

fu n d a m e n t a l l y  di s r e g a r d s  oth e r s  an d  op p o s e s  thi s  dir e c t i v e , as th e  ab u s e r  pri o r i t i z e s  

pe r s o n a l  gra t i f i c a t i o n  ov e r  the  we l l - b e i n g  of oth e r s , re g a r d l e s s  of th e  co n s e q u e n c e s . Th i s  
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no t i o n  is un e q u i v o c a l l y  co n d e m n e d  in bo t h  the  Ol d  an d  Ne w  Te s t a m e n t s :  “Y o u  sh a l l  no t 

af f l i c t  an y  wi d o w  or fat h e r l e s s  ch i l d . If yo u  aff l i c t th e m  in an y  wa y , an d  the y  cr y  at al l to 

M e , I wi l l su r e l y  he a r  the i r cr y ”  (E x o d  22 : 2 2 – 2 3  NK J ) , an d  “T h a t  no  on e  sho u l d  tak e  

ad v a n t a g e  of an d  de f r a u d  his  br o t h e r  in th i s  m a t t e r ,  be c a u s e  th e  Lo r d  is th e  av e n g e r  of al l 

su c h , as we  als o  for e w a r n e d  yo u  an d  tes t i f i e d . Fo r  Go d  di d  no t ca l l us  to un c l e a n n e s s , bu t  

in ho l i n e s s ”  (1 Th e s s  4: 6 – 7  NK J ) . No w  th a t  ab u s e  an d  ge n e r a t i o n a l sin s  ha v e  be e n  

de f i n e d , we  ca n  pr o c e e d  to ex a m i n e  ho w  th e s e  co n c e p t s  ha v e  pro g r e s s e d  th r o u g h  fam i l i e s  

“w a y  do w n  the  lin e ”  thr o u g h o u t  the  Bi b l e .  

 
Ad a m  an d  Ev e  

Th e  in i t i a l  co u p l e  fa s h i o n e d  by  Go d  po s s e s s e d  all  co n c e i v a b l e  bl e s s i n g s . Th e y  

en j o y e d  lif e , the  co m p a n i o n s h i p  of a pa r t n e r , dir e c t co m m u n i o n  wi t h  Go d , an d  we r e  

de v o i d  of all  sh a m e , re m o r s e , or re g r e t .  Th e i r  ex i s t e n c e  wa s  ch a r a c t e r i z e d  by  pe r f e c t i o n . 

Ho w e v e r , as  the  fa m i l i a r  sto r y  un f o l d s , Ev e  fel l vi c t i m  to the  de c e p t i o n  of the  se r p e n t , 

an d  Ad a m , de s p i t e  be i n g  ful l y  aw a r e  of Go d ’ s  wa r n i n g  co n c e r n i n g  th e  Tr e e  of the  

Kn o w l e d g e  of Go o d  an d  Ev i l ,  ch o s e  to pr i o r i t i z e  his  re l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  Ev e , a fel l o w  

cr e a t e d  be i n g , ov e r  ob e d i e n c e  to Go d  the  Cr e a t o r .  Co n s e q u e n t l y , th e i r  dis o b e d i e n c e  to 

Go d ’ s  co m m a n d  reg a r d i n g  th e  for b i d d e n  tre e  re s u l t e d  in a se r i e s  of di r e c t  co n s e q u e n c e s , 

as  ou t l i n e d  in sel e c t pa s s a g e s  fro m  th e  bo o k  of Ge n e s i s :  

Th e n  th e  Lo r d  Go d  ca l l e d  to Ad a m  an d  sai d  to him , “W h e r e  are  yo u ? ”  So  he  sa i d , “I 

he a r d  Yo u r vo i c e  in th e  ga r d e n , an d  I wa s  afr a i d  be c a u s e  I wa s  na k e d ;  an d  I hi d  

m y s e l f . ”  An d  He  sa i d , “W h o  to l d  yo u  th a t  yo u  we r e  na k e d ?  Ha v e  yo u  ea t e n  fro m  the  

tre e  of wh i c h  I co m m a n d e d  yo u  tha t  yo u  sh o u l d  no t  ea t ? ” …  To  the  wo m a n  He  sa i d : 

“I wi l l  gre a t l y  m u l t i p l y  yo u r  sor r o w  an d  yo u r  co n c e p t i o n ;  in pa i n  yo u  sh a l l  bri n g  for t h  
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ch i l d r e n ; yo u r  de s i r e  sh a l l be  fo r yo u r  hu s b a n d , an d  he sh a l l ru l e  ov e r  yo u . ”  Th e n  to 

Ad a m  He  sa i d , “B e c a u s e  yo u  ha v e  he e d e d  th e  vo i c e  of yo u r wi f e  an d  ha v e  ea t e n  fro m  

th e  tre e  of wh i c h  I co m m a n d e d  yo u , sa y i n g , ‘Y o u  sha l l no t  ea t of it’ : cu r s e d  is the  

gr o u n d  for  yo u r  sak e ;  in to i l  yo u  sh a l l  ea t  of it all  the  da y s  of yo u r  lif e .  Bo t h  tho r n s  

an d  thi s t l e s  it sha l l br i n g  for t h  fo r  yo u , an d  yo u  sha l l ea t  the  he r b  of th e  fie l d . In the  

sw e a t  of yo u r  fac e , yo u  sh a l l  ea t br e a d  til l  yo u  ret u r n  to th e  gr o u n d , fo r ou t  of it yo u  

we r e  tak e n ;  for  du s t yo u  ar e , an d  to du s t yo u  sh a l l re t u r n . ”  (G e n  3:9 – 1 1 ;  16 – 1 8  NK J )  

Th e  co n s e q u e n c e s  of the i r di s o b e d i e n c e  we r e  ne a r l y  im m e d i a t e . Ad a m  an d  Ev e  

bo t h  ex p e r i e n c e d  an  im m e d i a t e  se n s e  of sh a m e  re g a r d i n g  th e i r  na k e d n e s s , a ph e n o m e n o n  

un i q u e  to hu m a n s  am o n g  all  spe c i e s . In ad d i t i o n , ea c h  ge n d e r en d u r e d  cu r s e s  tha t  wo u l d  

im p a c t th e i r  re s p e c t i v e  se x e s  th r o u g h o u t al l fu t u r e  ge n e r a t i o n s .  Th r o u g h o u t hi s t o r y , 

wo m e n  wo u l d  fac e  in c r e a s e d  sor r o w , co n c e p t i o n , an d  pa i n  in ch i l d b i r t h  as  co n s e q u e n c e s  

of Ev e ’ s  di s o b e d i e n c e . In ad d i t i o n , the y  wo u l d  ex p e r i e n c e  a som e w h a t  les s  tha n  id e a l  

de s i r e  for  th e i r  hu s b a n d s  an d  hu s b a n d  rul e r s h i p  wo u l d  als o  be  a res u l t .  Ad a m ’ s  

di s o b e d i e n c e  re s u l t e d  in ad v e r s e  ef f e c t s  on  the  so i l .  Th e  ea s e  an d  en j o y m e n t  pre v i o u s l y  

as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  lab o r  wo u l d  be  dim i n i s h e d , an d  wo r k  fru s t r a t i o n s  in c r e a s e d  du e  to 

Ad a m ’ s  di s o b e d i e n c e . W e s t e r n  co m m e n t a t o r s  ha v e  ob s e r v e d  th a t th e  cu r s e s  on  

fe m i n i n i t y  we r e  re l a t e d  to in t e r p e r s o n a l re l a t i o n s h i p s , wh e r e  wo m e n  of t e n  fin d  a se n s e  of 

pu r p o s e . Co n v e r s e l y , th e  cu r s e s  on  ma s c u l i n i t y  we r e  lin k e d  to de c r e a s e d  sa t i s f a c t i o n  an d  

he i g h t e n e d  fru s t r a t i o n  in the i r tra d e  or lab o r , wh e r e  me n  ty p i c a l l y  de r i v e  th e i r  sen s e  of 

pu r p o s e . 
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So , if yo u  fe e l he s i t a n t or em b a r r a s s e d  ab o u t be i n g  na k e d , or if yo u r  in t e r p e r s o n a l 

re l a t i o n s h i p s  or wo r k  se e m  les s  th a n  pe r f e c t ,  yo u  ca n  att r i b u t e  it to ou r  an c e s t o r s , Ad a m  

an d  Ev e .  

If th a t wa s n ’ t  de p r e s s i n g  en o u g h , we  no w  als o  ge t ol d , sic k , an d  die . “T h e r e f o r e , 

ju s t  as  thr o u g h  on e  ma n  sin  en t e r e d  th e  wo r l d , an d  de a t h  th r o u g h  sin , an d  thu s  de a t h  

sp r e a d  to all  me n , be c a u s e  al l s in n e d ”  (R o m  5: 1 2  NK J ) . 

Un f o r t u n a t e l y , th e  co n s e q u e n c e s  of th e i r  sin  al s o  ex t e n d e d  to ev e r y  ot h e r cr e a t u r e  

as  we l l .  

Fo r  the  ea r n e s t  ex p e c t a t i o n  of the  cr e a t i o n  ea g e r l y  wa i t s …  Fo r th e  cre a t i o n  wa s  

su b j e c t e d  to fu t i l i t y … b e c a u s e  the  cr e a t i o n  its e l f al s o  wi l l  be  de l i v e r e d  fro m  the  

bo n d a g e  of co r r u p t i o n …  Fo r we  kn o w  th a t th e  wh o l e  cr e a t i o n  gro a n s  an d  lab o r s  wi t h  

bi r t h  pa n g s  to g e t h e r  un t i l  no w . (R o m  8:1 9 – 2 2  NK J ) 

Ad a m  an d  Ev e ’ s  di s o b e d i e n c e  to Go d ’ s  co m m a n d s  rad i c a l l y  alt e r e d  the  en t i r e  cre a t i o n ;  

ev e n  pla n t s  we r e n ’ t  spa r e d  in th e  cu r s e . “B o t h  tho r n s  an d  th i s t l e s  it sh a l l  br i n g  fo r t h  fo r 

yo u … ”  (G e n  3:1 8  NK J ) . Be c a u s e  we  are  all  ge n e t i c  de s c e n d a n t s  of Ad a m  an d  Ev e , the i r 

sin s  ha v e  aff e c t e d  us  “w a y  do w n  the  lin e . ”  In Ch r i s t i a n  the o l o g y , thi s  the m e  is co m m o n l y  

re f e r r e d  to as in h e r i t e d  s in  or or i g i n a l  sin , wh i c h  is th e  do c t r i n e  th a t hu m a n s  in h e r i t a 

tai n t e d  na t u r e  an d  a pr o c l i v i t y  to s in  fro m  bir t h . Ro m a n s  5:1 2 , ci t e d  ab o v e , ex p l a i n s  thi s  

co n c i s e l y . Th e  pri m a r y  iss u e  is th a t ev e r y  pe r s o n  is bo r n  wi t h  a fa l l e n , im p e r f e c t s in f u l  

na t u r e  tha t  se p a r a t e s  us  fro m  fel l o w s h i p  wi t h  Go d . Th e r e f o r e , th e r e  is no  wa y  to es c a p e  

th e  te n d e n c y  to sin . Co n s e q u e n t l y , al l pe o p l e  sin  an d  fal l sh o r t of Go d ’ s  gl o r y  (R o m  

3: 2 3 ) . 
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Fo r t u n a t e l y , a re s c u e  pl a n  wa s  alr e a d y  in pl a c e  ev e n  be f o r e  ou r  pa r e n t s  Ad a m  an d  

Ev e  sin n e d . Th e  pl a n  of re d e m p t i o n  fo r  all  of hu m a n i t y ’ s  s in s  wa s  alr e a d y  se t  in pl a c e  

be f o r e  Go d  ev e n  cr e a t e d  the  wo r l d !  Jes u s  ca m e  to ato n e  fo r ou r  sin s  on  the  cr o s s . 

Th r o u g h  Hi s  sac r i f i c e , we  are  re d e e m e d  an d  see n  as  fau l t l e s s  by  th e  Fa t h e r  wh e n  we  

ac c e p t  Je s u s ’  sa c r i f i c e  (1 Pe t  1:1 9 – 2 0 ;  Ep h  1: 3 – 6 ; 1 Co r 5: 2 1 ; Jo h n  3: 1 6 – 1 7 ; 4: 1 6 ; Ac t s  

4: 1 2 ; Ro m  7: 2 4 – 2 5 ; Re v  13 : 8 ) .  

Th i s  is wo n d e r f u l  ne w s  fo r al l of us  an d  giv e s  us  ho p e  for  the  fu t u r e .  Ho w e v e r , 

un t i l  the  un v e i l i n g  an d  th e  da y  of re d e m p t i o n , we  are  sti l l bo u n d  to sin  an d  its  

co n s e q u e n c e s . Ne v e r t h e l e s s , Go d  did  no t  lea v e  hu m a n i t y  wi t h o u t gu i d a n c e  to av o i d  

fu r t h e r s in s . Th r o u g h o u t  his t o r y , He  pro v i d e d  dir e c t i o n  thr o u g h  sp e c i a l  rev e l a t i o n , 

pr o p h e t s , jud g e s , lea d e r s , kin g s , an d  pri e s t s .  Th r o u g h  the s e  ch a n n e l s , ma n k i n d  co u l d  

id e n t i f y , av o i d , an d  re p e n t of sin s  th a t de g r a d e  th e  im a g e  of Go d  wi t h i n  the m s e l v e s .  Go d  

un d e r s t o o d  tha t  on c e  sin  too k  ro o t  in a fa m i l y , it wo u l d  ha v e  co n s e q u e n c e s  th a t  wo u l d  

tri c k l e  do w n  an d  de s t r o y  fu t u r e  ge n e r a t i o n s . I wa n t  to fo c u s  pa r t i c u l a r l y  on  on e  fa m i l y  

an d  the i r s tr u g g l e s  wi t h  ge n e r a t i o n a l  sin s .  

 
Ab r a h a m  an d  H i s  De s c e n d a n t s   

In Ge n e s i s  ch a p t e r  11 , we  ar e  in t r o d u c e d  to a m a n  na m e d  Ab r a m  (la t e r  ca l l e d  

Ab r a h a m )  an d  his  wi f e  Sa r a i  (la t e r  ca l l e d  Sa r a h ) , wh o  ha d  pr e v i o u s l y  mi g r a t e d  wi t h  hi s  

fa t h e r  Te r a h  fro m  th e  cit y  of Ur (lo c a t e d  in m o d e r n - d a y  so u t h e a s t e r n  Ira q )  to th e  ci t y  of 

Ha r a n  (m o d e r n - d a y  so u t h e a s t e r n  Tu r k e y ) . Ho w e v e r , Ab r a m ’ s  jou r n e y  wa s  far  fro m  ov e r . 

In Ge n e s i s  12 , Go d  in s t r u c t e d  Ab r a m  to le a v e  hi s  fat h e r ’ s  ho u s e  an d  go  to a dif f e r e n t  lan d  

wh e r e  Go d  wo u l d  bl e s s  Ab r a m  an d  his  de s c e n d a n t s  in va r i o u s  wa y s .  Ab r a m  the n  

fa i t h f u l l y  fo l l o w e d  Go d ’ s  so m e w h a t va g u e  in s t r u c t i o n s  (a s  Go d  di d n ’ t  sp e c i f y  the  
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de s t i n a t i o n , bu t ra t h e r  co m m a n d e d  Ab r a m  to lea v e , pro m i s i n g  fu r t h e r gu i d a n c e  up o n  

ar r i v a l ) .  Up o n  re a c h i n g  Ea s t e r n  Tu r k e y , Ab r a m  tra v e l e d  sou t h  fo r ap p r o x i m a t e l y  40 0  

m i l e s  to a pla c e  ca l l e d  Sh e c h e m  (m o d e r n - d a y  ce n t r a l  Is r a e l ) ,  wh e r e  Go d  sp o k e  to hi m  

on c e  ag a i n , pr o m i s i n g  to giv e  th a t  lan d  to Ab r a m ’ s  de s c e n d a n t s . Ab r a m  th e n  re s i d e d  in 

ne a r b y  Be t h e l  for  an  un s p e c i f i e d  pe r i o d  un t i l  a fa m i n e  in the  re g i o n  co m p e l e d  him  to 

tra v e l  fur t h e r  so u t h  in t o  Eg y p t .  It wa s  th e r e , ju s t be f o r e  en t e r i n g  Eg y p t , tha t we  wi t n e s s  

on e  of Ab r a m ’ s  m o s t no t o r i o u s  fau l t s — d e c e p t i o n . 

An d  de c e p t i o n  wi l l be c o m e  an  on g o i n g  iss u e  in hi s  fam i l y  “o n  do w n  th e  lin e ”  for  

ge n e r a t i o n s . 

An d  it ca m e  to pa s s , wh e n  he  wa s  clo s e  to en t e r i n g  Eg y p t , tha t  he  sai d  to Sa r a i hi s  

wi f e , “In d e e d  I kn o w  tha t  yo u  are  a wo m a n  of be a u t i f u l  co u n t e n a n c e . Th e r e f o r e , it 

wi l l ha p p e n , wh e n  th e  Eg y p t i a n s  see  yo u , th a t  th e y  wi l l  say , ‘T h i s  is his  wi f e ’ ;  an d  

th e y  wi l l  kil l m e , bu t th e y  wi l l  let  yo u  liv e . P le a s e  say  yo u  ar e  my  s is t e r ,  th a t it ma y  

be  we l l wi t h  me  fo r  yo u r sa k e , an d  tha t  I m a y  liv e  be c a u s e  of yo u . ”  (G e n  12 : 1 1 – 1 3  

NK J ) 

In d e e d , Ab r a m ’ s  co n c e r n s  we r e  ju s t i f i e d . Sa r a i  wa s  hig h l y  de s i r e d  by  the  

Eg y p t i a n s  be c a u s e  of he r be a u t y . Th e  Ph a r a o h  of Eg y p t  ev e n  to o k  he r in t o  his  pa l a c e  an d  

ne a r l y  ma r r i e d  he r  un t i l Go d  int e r v e n e d  by  se n d i n g  pl a g u e s  on  Ph a r a o h  an d  his  

ho u s e h o l d  (th i s  wa s  no t th e  las t  tim e  su c h  an  ev e n t  oc c u r r e d  in th e  Bi b l e  in v o l v i n g  an  

Eg y p t i a n  Ph a r a o h ) . Th i s  ac t of de c e p t i o n  by  Ab r a m  wa s  ul t i m a t e l y  ro o t e d  in fea r . Fe a r 

ex e r t e d  su c h  co n t r o l ov e r  him  tha t  Ab r a m  wa s  wi l l i n g  to ex p o s e  hi s  wi f e  to po t e n t i a l 

ha r m  to av o i d  th e  th r e a t  of de a t h !  Ho w e v e r , on c e  Ph a r a o h  di s c o v e r e d  tha t  Sa r a i  wa s  

m a r r i e d  to Ab r a m , he  ex p e l e d  th e m  fro m  Eg y p t  (w h i c h  un d o u b t e d l y  m u s t ha v e  be e n  an  
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em b a r r a s s i n g  sit u a t i o n  fo r  Ab r a m ) . No w , did  Ab r a m  lea r n  his  le s s o n  ab o u t  de c e i t ,  

es p e c i a l l y  wh e n  it in v o l v e d  hi s  wi f e ?  W e l l ,  no . 

Ye a r s  lat e r ,  Ab r a m  (th e n  kn o w n  as  Ab r a h a m , an d  Sa r a i ,  as  Sa r a h  af t e r  Go d  

ch a n g e d  bo t h  of the i r na m e s  fol l o w i n g  a co v e n a n t th e y  ha d  ma d e )  on c e  ag a i n  res o r t e d  to 

th e  sa m e  de c e p t i o n  wi t h  an o t h e r  rul e r .  W h y  di d  he  do  tha t ?  It wa s  ag a i n  be c a u s e  he  

fe a r e d  tha t  oth e r s  mi g h t ki l l hi m  to ac q u i r e  his  be a u t i f u l  wi f e , Sa r a h . Th i s  in c i d e n t  

oc c u r r e d  in an  ar e a  kn o w n  as  Ge r a r (m o d e r n - d a y  ce n t r a l  Is r a e l )  as  Ab r a h a m  mi g r a t e e d  

in t o  th e  ter r i t o r y  of a kin g  na m e d  Ab i m e l e c h . Ag a i n , alm o s t th e  ex a c t  sam e  sc e n a r i o  

un f o l d e d  as  it ha d  pre v i o u s l y  in Eg y p t .  Ab r a h a m , fea r i n g  fo r  his  lif e , fal s e l y  cla i m e d  th a t 

Sa r a h  wa s  his  sis t e r .  Ho w e v e r , in Ge n e s i s  ch a p t e r  20 , we  di s c o v e r  th a t Ab r a h a m  wa s  

on l y  tel l i n g  a ha l f - t r u t h . 

Sa r a h  wa s  ac t u a l l y  Ab r a h a m ’ s  ha l f - s i s t e r .  Th e y  sha r e d  the  sa m e  fa t h e r  (T e r a h )  bu t 

ha d  dif f e r e n t  mo t h e r s . Ne v e r t h e l e s s , th e y  we r e  ful l y  m a r r i e d  an d  ha d  be e n  hu s b a n d  an d  

wi f e  for  de c a d e s . So , te c h n i c a l l y , he  wa s  no t ly i n g , bu t  he  wa s  sti l l  be i n g  ou t r i g h t  

de c e i t f u l  du e  to a fe a r th a t he  wo u l d  be  ki l l e d . Su r e  en o u g h , Ki n g  Ab i m e l e c h  too k  Sa r a h  

in t o  hi s  ho u s e h o l d  an d  pr e s e n t e d  Ab r a h a m  wi t h  nu m e r o u s  gif t s  to pla c a t e  he r  “b r o t h e r . ”  

Sa r a h  res i d e d  in Ab i m e l e c h ’ s  ho u s e h o l d  fo r an  un s p e c i f i e d  pe r i o d , du r i n g  wh i c h  she  

re m a i n e d  un t o u c h e d  by  the  ki n g . Ho w e v e r , ho w  lo n g  co u l d  th i s  ce l i b a c y  en d u r e ?  It 

ap p e a r s  th a t  ph y s i c a l  int i m a c y  wa s  im m i n e n t , bu t  Go d  in t e r v e n e d  on c e  ag a i n  to pr o t e c t  

Sa r a h . 

Bu t  Go d  ca m e  to Ab i m e l e c h  in a dr e a m  by  ni g h t , an d  sa i d  to him , “In d e e d  yo u  ar e  a 

de a d  ma n  be c a u s e  of th e  wo m a n  wh o m  yo u  ha v e  tak e n , fo r  she  is a m a n ’ s  wi f e . ”  
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Bu t  Ab i m e l e c h  ha d  no t  co m e  ne a r  he r ;  an d  he  sai d , “L o r d , wi l l  Yo u  sla y  a 

rig h t e o u s  na t i o n  al s o ?  Di d  he  no t  say  to m e , ‘S h e  is m y  sis t e r ’ ?  An d  sh e , ev e n  she  

he r s e l f sa i d , ‘H e  is my  br o t h e r . ’  In th e  int e g r i t y  of m y  he a r t  an d  inn o c e n c e  of m y  

ha n d s  I ha v e  do n e  thi s . ”  An d  Go d  sai d  to hi m  in a dre a m , “Y e s , I kn o w  tha t  yo u  did  

th i s  in th e  int e g r i t y  of yo u r  he a r t .  Fo r  I al s o  wi t h h e l d  yo u  fro m  s in n i n g  ag a i n s t  M e ;  

th e r e f o r e , I did  no t  let  yo u  tou c h  he r .  No w  the r e f o r e , res t o r e  th e  ma n ’ s  wi f e ;  for  he  is 

a pr o p h e t , an d  he  wi l l  pra y  fo r  yo u , an d  yo u  sh a l l liv e . Bu t  if yo u  do  no t  res t o r e  he r , 

kn o w  th a t yo u  sh a l l su r e l y  di e , yo u  an d  al l wh o  are  yo u r s . ”  (G e n  20 : 3 – 7  NK J ) 

Ki n g  Ab i m e l e c h  pro m p t l y  re t u r n e d  Sa r a h  to Ab r a h a m , an d  fo r th e  sec o n d  tim e , 

th e r e  wa s  a se v e r e  pu b l i c  reb u k e — n o t  dir e c t e d  so l e l y  at Ab r a h a m , as wa s  the  ca s e  in 

Eg y p t , bu t al s o  ta r g e t i n g  Sa r a h  fo r th e i r  de c e i t .  Th e n  to Sa r a h  he  sai d , “B e h o l d , I ha v e  

gi v e n  yo u r  br o t h e r  a tho u s a n d  pie c e s  of s il v e r ; in d e e d , thi s  vin d i c a t e s  yo u  be f o r e  all  

wh o  ar e  wi t h  yo u  an d  be f o r e  ev e r y b o d y . ”  Th u s , she  wa s  re b u k e d  (G e n  20 : 1 6  NK J ) . 

Fo l l o w i n g  th i s  in c i d e n t , th e r e  ar e  no  fur t h e r re c o r d e d  ep i s o d e s  of Ab r a h a m  an d  Sa r a h  

ly i n g  ab o u t  the i r  re l a t i o n s h i p . Ho w e v e r , thi s  sam e  sin  of de c e i t wi l l  res u r f a c e , as th e  so n g  

sta t e s , “w a y  do w n  th e  lin e . ”  

 
Isa a c  

In Ge n e s i s  21 , Isa a c , th e  so n  pr o m i s e d  to Ab r a h a m  by  Go d , wa s  fin a l l y  bo r n  to 

Ab r a h a m  at the  ag e  of 10 0 . In Ge n e s i s  24 , ne a r l y  40  ye a r s  aft e r Isa a c ’ s  bir t h , he m a r r i e d  

Re b e k a h , his  fir s t co u s i n  on c e  re m o v e d , wh o  wa s  the  gr a n d d a u g h t e r  of hi s  fat h e r 

Ab r a h a m ’ s  bro t h e r  Na h o r  an d  M i l c a h . W h i l e  ma n y  ot h e r s ig n i f i c a n t  ev e n t s  un f o l d e d  

ra p i d l y  wi t h  th i s  fa m i l y  in thi s  sec t i o n  of Ge n e s i s , I wa n t  to sp e c i f i c a l l y  fo c u s  on  wh a t  

ha p p e n e d  in ch a p t e r  26  wh e r e  the  s in  of de c e p t i o n  res u r f a c e s . Th i s  ep i s o d e  oc c u r r e d  in 
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Ge n  26 : 1 – 3 3 . He r e , Isa a c , in or d e r to av o i d  a fa m i n e , em i g r a t e d  to th e  sou t h e r n  reg i o n  of 

Ge r a r , ru l e d  by  a ki n g  wh o s e  na m e  ha p p e n e d  to be  Ab i m e l e c h . Th i s  wa s  the  sa m e  pl a c e  

an d  the  sa m e  na m e  of th e  kin g  th a t Isa a c ’ s  fat h e r Ab r a h a m  ha d  pre v i o u s l y  en c o u n t e r e d . 

Isa a c  m o v e d  in ob e d i e n c e  to Go d ’ s  in s t r u c t i o n , wi t h  Go d  pr o m i s i n g  to ful f i l l th e  oa t h  

m a d e  wi t h  his  fa t h e r  to bl e s s  hi m  an d  m a k e  a gr e a t na t i o n  fro m  hi s  de s c e n d a n t s .  Ge n e s i s  

24 : 1 6  inf o r m s  us  tha t Isa a c ’ s  yo u n g  wi f e , Re b e k a h , wa s  al s o  “v e r y  be a u t i f u l . ”  So , wh a t  

di d  Isa a c  fea r ?  Isa a c  sha r e d  the  sa m e  fe a r as  hi s  fa t h e r  Ab r a h a m — t h a t fo r e i g n e r s  m i g h t  

ki l l  him  to ta k e  his  be a u t i f u l  wi f e . In th i s  sit u a t i o n , wh a t  did  Isa a c  do ?  

So  Isa a c  dw e l t  in Ge r a r . An d  th e  m e n  of the  pl a c e  as k e d  ab o u t hi s  wi f e . An d  he  sa i d , 

“S h e  is m y  sis t e r ” ; fo r  he  wa s  afr a i d  to say , “S h e  is my  wi f e , ”  be c a u s e  he  tho u g h t , 

“le s t  the  m e n  of th e  pla c e  kil l m e  for  Re b e k a h , be c a u s e  sh e  is be a u t i f u l to be h o l d . ”  

No w  it ca m e  to pa s s , wh e n  he  ha d  be e n  the r e  a lon g  tim e , tha t  Ab i m e l e c h  ki n g  of the  

Ph i l i s t i n e s  lo o k e d  thr o u g h  a wi n d o w , an d  sa w , an d  th e r e  wa s  Isa a c , sh o w i n g  

en d e a r m e n t to Re b e k a h  his  wi f e . Th e n  Ab i m e l e c h  ca l l e d  Isa a c  an d  sa i d , “Q u i t e  

ob v i o u s l y  sh e  is yo u r wi f e ;  so ho w  co u l d  yo u  sa y , ‘S h e  is my  s is t e r ’ ? ”  Isa a c  sa i d  to 

hi m , “B e c a u s e  I sa i d , ‘L e s t  I di e  on  ac c o u n t  of he r . ’ ”  An d  Ab i m e l e c h  sai d , “W h a t  is 

th i s  yo u  ha v e  do n e  to us ?  On e  of the  pe o p l e  m i g h t  so o n  ha v e  la i n  wi t h  yo u r  wi f e , an d  

yo u  wo u l d  ha v e  bro u g h t  gu i l t  on  us . ”  So  Ab i m e l e c h  ch a r g e d  al l hi s  pe o p l e , sa y i n g , 

“H e  wh o  tou c h e s  thi s  ma n  or his  wi f e  sh a l l su r e l y  be  pu t  to de a t h . ”  (G e n  26 : 6 – 1 1  

NK J )  

Isa a c  th e n  sp e n t  a ye a r  in th e  are a  an d  be c a m e  we a l t h y , ar o u s i n g  en v y  am o n g  th e  

Ph i l i s t i n e s  wh o  inh a b i t Ge r a r . Ev e n t u a l l y , ev e n  Ki n g  Ab i m e l e c h  him s e l f  be g a n  to en v y  

Isa a c ’ s  pr o s p e r i t y  an d  se n t  him  aw a y  fro m  his  te r r i t o r y . 
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No w , I’d  lik e  to dig r e s s  s li g h t l y . In ce r t a i n  ci r c l e s , the r e  is co n s i d e r a b l e  de b a t e  

an d  co n t r o v e r s y  co n c e r n i n g  th e  ki n g  of Ge r a r kn o w n  as Ab i m e l e c h . As  yo u ’ v e  be e n  

re a d i n g , yo u  ma y  be  wo n d e r i n g , “A b r a h a m  an d  Isa a c  ex p e r i e n c e d  ne a r l y  id e n t i c a l ev e n t s  

an d  sc e n a r i o s :  the y  bo t h  ha d  be a u t i f u l  wi v e s , we r e  fo r c e d  to mo v e  du e  to fam i n e , se t t l e d  

in the  sa m e  to w n  (G e r a r )  at di f f e r e n t tim e s , an d  bo t h  res o r t e d  to the  sa m e  lie  to pro t e c t 

th e m s e l v e s . M o s t  int r i g u i n g l y , th e y  en c o u n t e r e d  ki n g s  wi t h  th e  sam e  na m e . On e  m i g h t  

qu e s t i o n : co u l d  thi s  po s s i b l y  be  th e  sam e  kin g ?  W a s n ’ t  the r e  a ga p  of ne a r l y  90  ye a r s  

be t w e e n  Ab r a h a m ’ s  en c o u n t e r wi t h  Ab i m e l e c h  an d  Isa a c ’ s  en c o u n t e r  wi t h  hi m ?  Co u l d  

th i s  ev e n  be th e  sa m e  ki n g ? ”  If yo u  are  po n d e r i n g  th e s e  qu e s t i o n s , yo u  are  no t  alo n e . 

M a n y  an c i e n t co m m e n t a r i e s  ha v e  de b a t e d  wh e t h e r  the  Ab i m e l e c h  wh o  in t e r a c t e d  wi t h  

Ab r a h a m  an d  Sa r a h  wa s  the  sa m e  as  th e  on e  wh o  en c o u n t e r e d  Isa a c  an d  Re b e k a h . 

As  fa r ba c k  as  the  se c o n d  ce n t u r y  CE , Je w s  fo u n d  thi s  sam e  qu e s t i o n  ab o u t  

Ab i m e l e c h  co m p e l l i n g . Du r i n g  th i s  tim e , a tra n s l a t i o n  of the  To r a h  wa s  de v e l o p e d  fo r 

Ar a m a i c - s p e a k i n g  Jew s  an d  ea r l y  Ch r i s t i a n s  wh o  co u l d  no t  rea d  th e  ori g i n a l  He b r e w . 

Th i s  tra n s l a t i o n  wa s  ca l l e d  the  Ta r g u m  On k e l o s , an d  it in c l u d e d  “c l a r i f i c a t i o n s ”  fo r th e  

re a d e r  tha t  we r e n ’ t  in the  or i g i n a l He b r e w . Be l o w  is a sn i p p e t  of th e  Ta r g u m  On k e l o s  

wi t h  the  ch a n g e  in bo l d  ita l i c s . Th i s  ev e n t oc c u r r e d  af t e r  Ki n g  Ab i m e l e c h  ha d  se n t  Isa a c  

ou t  of hi s  co u n t r y . 

An d  Isa a c  sa i d  to hi m , wh y  ha v e  yo u  co m e  to m e  wh e n  yo u  ha v e  ha t e d  m e , an d  se n t  

m e  fro m  yo u ?  An d  the y  sa i d , se e i n g  we  ha v e  se e n  tha t  the  W o r d  of th e  Lo r d  is fo r th y  

he l p ;  an d  we  ha v e  sa i d  le t th e  oa t h  tha t  wa s  be t w e e n  ou r  fa t h e r s  be  no w  co n f i r m e d  

be t w e e n  us an d  th e e …  (T a r g u m  On k e l o s , Ge n e s i s  26 )  
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Ho w e v e r , th e  ori g i n a l  He b r e w  te x t fro m  Ge n  26 : 2 8  rea d s  a lit t l e  dif f e r e n t l y : “B u t th e y  

sa i d , ‘W e  ha v e  ce r t a i n l y  se e n  tha t  the  LO R D  is wi t h  yo u . ’ So  we  sai d , ‘L e t th e r e  no w  be 

an  oa t h  be t w e e n  us ,  be t w e e n  yo u  an d  us ;  an d  let  us m a k e  a co v e n a n t  wi t h  yo u ’ . ”  

Th e r e  are  tw o  po s s i b i l i t i e s  co n c e r n i n g  th e  Ta r g u m  On k e l o s  tex t : Th e  tra n s l a t o r  

wa s  ei t h e r  wo r k i n g  fro m  a di f f e r e n t  so u r c e  tex t  (h i g h l y  un l i k e l y  gi v e n  the  sc r u p u l o u s  

na t u r e  of Jew i s h  sc r i b e s  thr o u g h o u t hi s t o r y ) , or th e  wr i t e r of the  Ta r g u m  On k e l o s  ad d e d  

“b e t w e e n  ou r  fa t h e r s ”  to pe r s u a d e  th e  re a d e r th a t th i s  wa s  no t  the  sa m e  Ab i m e l e c h  fro m  

th e  tim e  of Ab r a h a m . If th e  ea r l y  ac c o u n t  of th e  Ta r g u m  On k e l o s  did n ’ t  rai s e  en o u g h  

qu e s t i o n s  on  the  is s u e , an o t h e r  ret e l l i n g  of th e  bo o k  of Ge n e s i s  em e r g e d  in the  16 t h  

ce n t u r y  kn o w n  as  th e  Se f e r  ha Y a s h a r , or in En g l i s h , th e  “B o o k  of Jas h e r . ”  Th i s  tex t  als o  

su g g e s t s  the  ex i s t e n c e  of tw o  Ab i m e l e c h s , a fat h e r an d  so n . Th o s e  wh o  ad v o c a t e  fo r th e  

ex i s t e n c e  of tw o  di s t i n c t  Ab i m e l e c h s  ci t e  ad d i t i o n a l re a s o n s  be y o n d  th e  Ta r g u m  On k e l o s  

an d  the  Bo o k  of Ja s h e r . No t a b l y , Ab i m e l e c h  ex h i b i t s  no  rec o g n i t i o n  of ha v i n g  pre v i o u s l y  

en c o u n t e r e d  Isa a c ’ s  fa t h e r  Ab r a h a m  in the  se c o n d  ac c o u n t . Th e  ab s e n c e  of an y  ref e r e n c e  

fro m  eit h e r Ab i m e l e c h  or the  na r r a t o r of Ge n e s i s  m a y  str i k e  re a d e r s  as  pe c u l i a r .  

Ho w e v e r , sc h o l a r s  ha v e  pro p o s e d  rea s o n s  thr o u g h o u t th e  ce n t u r i e s  in d i c a t i n g  th a t  th i s  is 

in d e e d  th e  sam e  Ab i m e l e c h . On e  of th e  mo s t  gla r i n g  is the  pr e s e n c e  of an o t h e r  pe r s o n  

na m e d  ea c h  tim e  wi t h  Ab i m e l e c h : Ph i c h o l , th e  co m m a n d e r  of Ab i m e l e c h ’ s  arm y :  “A n d  it 

ca m e  to pa s s  at tha t  tim e  th a t Ab i m e l e c h  an d  Ph i c h o l ,  th e  co m m a n d e r  of his  ar m y , sp o k e  

to Ab r a h a m ,  sa y i n g , ‘G o d  is wi t h  yo u  in all  th a t  yo u  do ’ ”  (G e n  21 : 2 2  NK J ) .  

Th e n  Ab i m e l e c h  ca m e  to him  fro m  Ge r a r  wi t h  Ah u z z a t h , on e  of his  fri e n d s , an d  

Ph i c h o l th e  co m m a n d e r of his  ar m y . An d  Isa a c  sa i d  to the m , “W h y  ha v e  yo u  co m e  

to me , sin c e  yo u  ha t e  m e  an d  ha v e  se n t  me  aw a y  fro m  yo u ? ”  (G e n  26 : 2 6 – 2 7  NK J )   
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Th e  m e n t i o n  of a ce r t a i n  “P h i c h o l ”  in bo t h  in s t a n c e s  see m s  to be  a ve r y  

co m p e l l i n g  arg u m e n t fo r  the  fir s t Ab i m e l e c h  ar g u m e n t . Ho w e v e r , pro p o n e n t s  of th e  

se c o n d  Ab i m i l e c h  arg u m e n t us e  th e  Ph i c h o l  arg u m e n t  in a di f f e r e n t wa y . On e  of the  m a i n  

re a s o n s  sc h o l a r s  pr o p o s e  the  tw o  Ab i m e l e c h s ’ ar g u m e n t  is th a t th e r e  is s im p l y  too  m u c h  

tim e  be t w e e n  th e  tw o  en c o u n t e r s , so m e  es t i m a t e  as  mu c h  as  90  ye a r s .  Ho w e v e r , wi t h  tha t  

re a s o n i n g , pro p o n e n t s  of th e  tw o  Ab i m e l e c h s  sa y  tha t  it is m o r e  lik e l y  tha t  Ab i m e l e c h  

an d  Ph i c o l  are  no t  na m e s  bu t  rat h e r  tit l e s , co m p a r a b l e  to the  Ph a r a o h s  of Eg y p t  an d  

Ca e s a r s  of Ro m e . Th i s  m i g h t  me a n  th a t  th e  na m e s  we r e  pa s s e d  do w n  fro m  fat h e r s  to so n s  

wi t h  the i r re s p e c t e d  po s i t i o n s . On e  of the  m a i n  re a s o n s  fo r th i s  lin e  of th i n k i n g  co m e s  

fro m  the  s to r y  of Ki n g  Da v i d  pre t e n d i n g  in s a n i t y  be f o r e  the  Ph i l i s t i n e  kin g  of Ga t h  

kn o w n  as  Ac h i s h  in 1 Sa m u e l 21 . Th e  sam e  era  of tha t  ev e n t  is re c o r d e d  in Ps a l m  34 , bu t 

th e  tit l e  of Ps a l m  34  re a d s :  “A  Ps a l m  of Da v i d  wh e n  he  pre t e n d e d  m a d n e s s  be f o r e  

Ab i m e l e c h ,  wh o  dr o v e  hi m  aw a y , an d  he  de p a r t e d . ”   

Th i s  ha s  le d  ma n y  sc h o l a r s  to be l i e v e  tha t ,  am o n g  th e  Ph i l i s t i n e s  at le a s t ,  

Ab i m e l e c h  wa s  a tit l e  giv e n  th e  kin g , ra t h e r  tha n  a pe r s o n a l  na m e  wh i c h  wo u l d  su p p o r t  

th e  tw o  Ab i m e l e c h s ’  the o r y .  

Th e  la s t  bib l i c a l  Ab i m e l e c h  we  ne e d  to in v e s t i g a t e  is in Jud g  8: 3 4  wh e r e  we  ar e  

in t r o d u c e d  to Ab i m e l e c h , the  so n  of Gi d e o n . Ho w e v e r , thi s  Ab i m e l e c h , al t h o u g h  he  wa s  

ev e n t u a l l y  de c l a r e d  a kin g  by  th e  cit i z e n s  of Be t h - m i l l o  an d  Sh e c h e m , wa s  a Je w  an d  no t  

a Ph i l i s t i n e  as  in the  pr e v i o u s  ac c o u n t s  an d  the r e f o r e , on e  co u l d  as s u m e  it wa s  sim p l y  a 

na m e  an d  no t  a tit l e .  Ev e n  mo r e  su p p o r t  tha t  it wa s  m e r e l y  a na m e , is th a t  thi s  Ab i m e l e c h  

wa s  m e r e l y  the  so n  of Gi d e o n ’ s  co n c u b i n e  an d  the  on l y  rea s o n  he  ca m e  to po w e r in th a t  

sm a l l re g i o n  wa s  be c a u s e  he  ha d  ki l l e d  hi s  ha l f - b r o t h e r s . 
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W h e t h e r  yo u  sid e  wi t h  the  su p p o r t e r s  of the  s in g l e  Ab i m e l e c h  the o r y  or tho s e  

fa v o r i n g  the  id e a  of tw o  Ab i m e l e c h ’ s  do e s n ’ t se e m  to rea l l y  m a t t e r th a t m u c h  in th e  

gr a n d  sch e m e  of th i n g s . Pe r s o n a l l y , I wa n t  to be l i e v e  in the  on e  Ab i m e l e c h . I wi l l di s c u s s  

th e  de e p e r  sig n i f i c a n c e  of the  im p l i c a t i o n s  of the  on e  Ab i m e l e c h  in a lit t l e  bit .  Bu t  fro m  

m y  res e a r c h  of the  de b a t e , it se e m s lik e  th e  ma i n  fac t o r co n t r i b u t i n g  to the  tw o  

Ab i m e l e c h ’ s  th e o r y  is the  lo n g e v i t y  fa c t o r . Th e  ar g u m e n t  be t w e e n  th e  tw o  Ab i m e l e c h ’ s  

m i n d s e t s  se e m s  to s te m  fro m  th e  fac t th a t if the  sa m e  ki n g  tha t  en c o u n t e r e d  Ab r a h a m  

lat e r  en c o u n t e r e d  Isa a c , he  wo u l d  be  rea l l y  ol d . It’ s  ac k n o w l e d g e d  th a t he  wo u l d  be  

co n s i d e r e d  old  by  m o d e r n  s ta n d a r d s , giv e n  th e  typ i c a l  lif e s p a n  an d  ex p e c t a t i o n s  of ou r 

tim e .  

Ho w e v e r , ba c k  in the  tim e  of Ab r a h a m  an d  Isa a c , pe o p l e  we r e  liv i n g  m o r e  th a n  

tw i c e  as  lon g  as  pe o p l e  to d a y . Go  ba c k  ju s t  six  ge n e r a t i o n s  fro m  Ab r a h a m  an d  th e y ’ r e  

liv i n g  fiv e  tim e s  lo n g e r  th a n  ou r cu r r e n t  lif e s p a n . Go  ba c k  ju s t a fe w  m o r e , to the  tim e  of 

No a h  an d  th e  F lo o d  an d  it’ s  tw e l v e  tim e s  th e  lon g e v i t y  as  tod a y . Ob v i o u s l y , som e t h i n g  

ch a n g e d  aft e r th e  flo o d  tha t  ca u s e d  m a n k i n d  to die  so o n e r . It on l y  to o k  ab o u t tw e l v e  

ge n e r a t i o n s  af t e r  No a h  fo r th i s  ne w  rea l i t y  of de a t h  be f o r e  ag e  10 0  to be c o m e  co m m o n . 

By  th e  tim e  of Ja c o b ’ s  so n  Jos e p h , th i s  ap p e a r s  to be th e  ne w  no r m a l .   

Th e n  Jo s e p h  br o u g h t  in hi s  fat h e r Ja c o b  an d  set  him  be f o r e  Ph a r a o h ;  an d  Jac o b  

bl e s s e d  Ph a r a o h . Ph a r a o h  sa i d  to Jac o b , “H o w  old  ar e  yo u ? ”  An d  Ja c o b  sai d  to 

Ph a r a o h , “T h e  da y s  of the  ye a r s  of m y  pil g r i m a g e  ar e  on e  hu n d r e d  an d  thi r t y  ye a r s ;  

fe w  an d  ev i l  ha v e  be e n  th e  da y s  of th e  ye a r s  of m y  lif e , an d  th e y  ha v e  no t  att a i n e d  to 

th e  da y s  of the  ye a r s  of th e  lif e  of my  fa t h e r s  in th e  da y s  of the i r  pil g r i m a g e . ”  (G e n  

47 : 7 – 9  NK J )   
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Ph a r a o h  is ob v i o u s l y  sur p r i s e d  at hi s  gre a t  ag e . Ho w  co u l d  13 0  ye a r s  be  

co n s i d e r e d  “fe w ” ?  An d  wh a t di d  Ja c o b  me a n  by  say i n g  13 0  is no t h i n g  co m p a r e d  to my  

fa t h e r s ?  Th i s  ob s e r v a t i o n  m a y  no t  be  im m e d i a t e l y  ap p a r e n t  wh e n  rea d i n g  thr o u g h  th e  

Bi b l e . Ho w e v e r , up o n  rev i e w i n g  a ch r o n o l o g y  ch a r t (se e  Ta b l e  1) , on e  no t i c e s  th a t wh e n  

Jo s e p h ’ s  fat h e r , Ja c o b , wa s  bo r n , he  liv e d  lon g  en o u g h  to se e  hi s  gr e a t - g r e a t - g r e a t - g r e a t -

gr e a t - g r e a t - g r e a t - g r e a t - g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r , Sh e m , wh o  ha d  be e n  on  the  ar k  du r i n g  the  

flo o d . Fu r t h e r m o r e , Ab r a h a m  liv e d  fo r  a co n s i d e r a b l e  pe r i o d  be f o r e  the  pa s s i n g  of No a h , 

wh o  re a c h e d  the  ag e  of 95 0 . So , fo r  Jo s e p h  to say  in a sen s e  to Ph a r a o h , “Y o u  th i n k  I’m  

ol d ?  Yo u  sh o u l d  ha v e  se e n  m y  rel a t i v e s , ”  is no t h i n g  if yo u  gr e w  up  wi t h  a co u p l e  of 40 0 -

ye a r - o l d  me n  liv i n g  do w n  th e  blo c k . Th i s  un d e r s t a n d i n g  als o  pr o v i d e s  ins i g h t in t o  ot h e r 

pe r p l e x i n g  qu e s t i o n s , su c h  as wh y  Ab i m e l e c h , an d  ot h e r s , fo u n d  Ab r a h a m ’ s  wi f e  Sa r a h  

att r a c t i v e , de s p i t e  he r  be i n g  90  ye a r s  ol d  at th e  tim e . W h i l e  ind e e d  Sa r a h  wa s  90 , the  

sta n d a r d s  of ag e  an d  ap p e a r a n c e  dif f e r e d  sig n i f i c a n t l y  in an c i e n t tim e s  co m p a r e d  to 

 
 
Ta b l e  1 
 
Bi b l i c a l Pa t r i a r c h ’ s  Ag e  at De a t h  
 

Bi b l i c a l  Pa t r i a r c h  Ag e  at De a t h  
No a h  95 0  
Sh e m  60 0  
Ar p h a x a d  43 8  
Sa l a h  43 3  
Eb e r  46 4  
Pe l e g  23 9  
Re u  23 9  
Se r u g  23 0  
Na h o r  14 8  
Te r a h  20 5  
Ab r a h a m  17 5  
Isa a c  18 0  
Ja c o b  14 7  
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m o d e r n  pe r c e p t i o n s , 90  di d n ’ t  lo o k  lik e  wh a t it do e s  to d a y . Th e r e f o r e , th e r e  ap p e a r s  to be  

no  ch r o n o l o g i c a l  is s u e  in co n s i d e r i n g  the  Ab i m e l e c h  en c o u n t e r e d  by  Ab r a h a m  to be  th e  

sa m e  fig u r e  en c o u n t e r e d  by  Isa a c , wh e t h e r  se p a r a t e d  by  50  ye a r s  on  the  lo w  en d  or 90  on  

th e  hi g h  en d . 

I pe r s o n a l l y  be l i e v e  it wa s  the  sa m e  Ab i m e l e c h  wh o  wa s  the r e  to se e  ho w  sin s  ar e  

an d  we r e  tra n s f e r r e d  fro m  on e  ge n e r a t i o n  to an o t h e r . I be l i e v e  Go d , thr o u g h  the  wr i t i n g s  

of Mo s e s , is pu r p o s e l y  sh o w i n g  the s e  les s o n s  to th e  na t i o n  of Is r a e l  for  nu m e r o u s  

re a s o n s . Th e  fir s t so th a t  th e y  wo u l d n ’ t  lat e r  be c o m e  pu f f e d  up  wi t h  pr i d e  fo r be i n g  a 

pe o p l e  sp e c i f i c a l l y  ch o s e n  by  Go d . De s p i t e  Go d  pu r p o s e f u l l y  ex p o s i n g  th e  sin s  of th e  

pa t r i a r c h s , the  Je w s  (c e n t u r i e s  lat e r )  di d  no t al w a y s  hu m b l e  the m s e l v e s  wh e n  co n f r o n t e d  

wi t h  the i r ow n  ch a r a c t e r  fla w s . Je s u s  re p e a t e d l y  en c o u n t e r s  th e i r  arr o g a n c e  an d  re l i a n c e  

on  pe d i g r e e : “A n d  do  no t th i n k  to say  to yo u r s e l v e s , ‘W e  ha v e  Ab r a h a m  as  ou r fa t h e r . ’  

Fo r  I sa y  to yo u  tha t  Go d  is ab l e  to ra i s e  up  ch i l d r e n  to Ab r a h a m  fro m  th e s e  s to n e s ”  (M a t t  

3: 9  NK J ) . “T h e y  an s w e r e d  an d  sa i d  to Hi m , ‘A b r a h a m  is ou r fa t h e r . ’  Jes u s  sa i d  to the m , 

“I f yo u  we r e  Ab r a h a m ’ s  ch i l d r e n , yo u  wo u l d  do  th e  wo r k s  of Ab r a h a m ”  (Jo h n  8:3 9  

NK J ) .  

Th e  le s s o n  fo r an y  re a d e r of the  Bi b l e  is tha t  we , to o , sho u l d  be  ca u t i o u s  to re l y  

on  an y  sp i r i t u a l gr e a t n e s s  of ou r  an c e s t o r s  or ou r  rel i g i o u s  aff i l i a t i o n  for  tha t  ma t t e r .  I 

on c e  he a r d  it sa i d  th a t “G o d  ha s  no  gr a n d c h i l d r e n ”  m e a n i n g  yo u r  rel a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  Go d  is 

yo u r  ow n  an d  no t au t o m a t i c a l l y  in h e r i t e d  th r o u g h  yo u r pa r e n t ’ s  rel a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  Go d . 

Th i s  is ev i d e n t  esp e c i a l l y  in th e  liv e s  of Isa a c  an d  Ja c o b . Ea c h  tim e  Go d  fir s t  rev e a l e d  

Hi m s e l f to eit h e r of th e m , He  in t r o d u c e d  Hi m s e l f as  the  Go d  of th e i r  re s p e c t i v e  fa t h e r s  

bu t  no t ex p l i c i t l y  as th e i r  Go d . Ev e n  th o u g h  the y  ha d  be e n  tau g h t  ab o u t Go d  the y  ha d n ’ t 
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pe r s o n a l l y  ex p e r i e n c e d  or su b m i t t e d  to Hi m . Th e r e f o r e , th e y  did n ’ t ha v e  a re l a t i o n s h i p , 

an d  wi t h o u t  th e  re l a t i o n s h i p  the y  di d  no t kn o w  Go d . Th i s  tru t h  is ag a i n  ec h o e d  by  Jes u s  

in the  Ne w  Te s t a m e n t .  

No t  ev e r y o n e  wh o  say s  to Me , ‘L o r d , Lo r d , ’ sh a l l en t e r  th e  ki n g d o m  of he a v e n , bu t 

he  wh o  do e s  the  wi l l of M y  Fa t h e r  in he a v e n . M a n y  wi l l  sa y  to M e  in th a t da y , ‘L o r d , 

Lo r d , ha v e  we  no t pr o p h e s i e d  in Yo u r  na m e , ca s t ou t  de m o n s  in Yo u r  na m e , an d  do n e  

m a n y  wo n d e r s  in Yo u r  na m e ? ’  An d  th e n  I wi l l de c l a r e  to th e m , ‘I ne v e r  kn e w  yo u ;  

de p a r t  fro m  M e , yo u  wh o  pr a c t i c e  la w l e s s n e s s ! ’  (M a t t 7: 2 1 – 2 3  NK J )  

Go d  is no t yo u r  Go d  un t i l  th e r e  is a su b m i s s i o n  to Hi s  wi l l  an d  a re l a t i o n s h i p  is 

es t a b l i s h e d . Th i s  is wh e n  yo u  be g i n  to kn o w  Go d . Re a d  thr o u g h  th e  bo o k  of Ge n e s i s  an d  

th i s  pr o c e s s  of kn o w i n g  Go d  un f o l d s . Th a t sa m e  pro c e s s  is ev e n t u a l l y  ev i d e n t  in the  liv e s  

of Ab r a h a m , Isa a c , an d  Ja c o b , bu t  it is no t  im m e d i a t e .  

Th e  se c o n d  rea s o n  I be l i e v e  th a t th e s e  ac c o u n t s  ar e  rec o r d e d  fo r  Is r a e l ’ s , an d  

ul t i m a t e l y  ev e r y o n e ’ s  sak e , is tha t  Go d  wa n t s  us to re c o g n i z e  ou r ow n  fla w s  in the  liv e s  

of tho s e  in th e  na r r a t i v e . Li k e  th e  ma n t r a  of t e n  re p e a t e d  in mo d e r n - d a y  su b s t a n c e  ab u s e  

re c o v e r y  pr o g r a m s :  “A c k n o w l e d g i n g  yo u  ha v e  a pr o b l e m  is th e  fir s t  ste p  in re c o v e r y . ”  

On l y  wh e n  we  rea l i z e  tha t  we  ha v e  sin , wi l l we  go  to Go d  for  the  on l y  rea l  so l u t i o n  th a t 

wo r k s . “If  we  co n f e s s  ou r  sin s , He  is fai t h f u l  an d  ju s t to fo r g i v e  us ou r  sin s  an d  to cle a n s e  

us  fro m  all  un r i g h t e o u s n e s s ”  (1 Jo h n  1:9  NK J ) .  

Go d  wa n t s  to sav e  us  fro m  the  cu r s e . He  wa n t s  to fo r g i v e  us . An d  He  wa n t s  to 

cle a n s e  us  of th e  un r i g h t e o u s n e s s  of ou r  sin s , so tha t  ou r s in s  an d  th e i r  co n s e q u e n c e s  

do n ’ t pe r p e t u a t e  to ou r  pro g e n y . No t i c e , th o u g h , fro m  the  ve r s e , th a t co n f e s s i o n  is a ke y  

fa c t o r . An d  on e  ca n ’ t  co n f e s s  an y t h i n g  un l e s s  he  is fir s t m a d e  aw a r e .  Go d  fir s t  br i n g s  
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aw a r e n e s s  of sin  to ou r at t e n t i o n . Th e  Go d  of th e  Bi b l e  is a Go d  of re s t o r a t i o n  wh o  wa n t s  

to sav e  us  fro m  the  sin s  of ou r  pa r e n t s  an d  th e  sin s  of ou r  ow n  do i n g  an d  giv e  us  fre e d o m  

no t  on l y  in the  lif e  to co m e  in he a v e n , bu t al s o  in th i s  lif e  as we l l .  Th i s  wi l l no t  on l y  

be n e f i t  ou r s e l v e s , bu t  als o  tho s e  wh o  wi l l co m e  aft e r us .  

 
Ja c o b   

Th e  sin  of de c e p t i o n  is no t  roo t e d  ou t in the  lif e  of Ab r a h a m  an d  Isa a c . W e  do n ’ t  

he a r m u c h  ab o u t it fo r  a wh i l e . Th e n  it co m e s  ba c k  str o n g e r an d  is mu c h  m o r e  of a 

pr e d o m i n a t e  the m e  in th e  lif e  of Isa a c ’ s  son  Ja c o b  an d  wi t h  hi s  son s  as  we l l .  Ge n e s i s  25  

tel l s  us  of the  str a n g e  cir c u m s t a n c e s  co n c e r n i n g  Re b e k a h ’ s  di f f i c u l t  pre g n a n c y . Sh e  

m a k e s  an  inq u i r y  to Go d  an d  Go d  gi v e s  a pr o p h e c y  co n c e r n i n g  th e  tw i n s  in he r  wo m b .  

An d  th e  Lo r d  sai d  to he r :  “T w o  na t i o n s  are  in yo u r wo m b , tw o  pe o p l e s  sh a l l be  

se p a r a t e d  fro m  yo u r  bo d y ;  On e  pe o p l e  sh a l l  be  str o n g e r th a n  the  ot h e r ,  an d  th e  ol d e r  

sh a l l  ser v e  the  yo u n g e r . ”  So  wh e n  he r  da y s  we r e  fu l f i l l e d  for  he r to giv e  bi r t h , in d e e d  

th e r e  we r e  tw i n s  in he r wo m b . An d  the  fir s t ca m e  ou t  red . He  wa s  lik e  a ha i r y  

ga r m e n t  al l ov e r ;  so th e y  ca l l e d  hi s  na m e  Es a u . Af t e r w a r d  hi s  br o t h e r  ca m e  ou t , an d  

hi s  ha n d  to o k  ho l d  of Es a u ’ s  he e l ; so his  na m e  wa s  ca l l e d  Ja c o b . (G e n  25 : 2 3 – 2 6  NK J )  

Ho w  wo u l d  the  ol d e r se r v e  the  yo u n g e r , wh e n  the  fir s t b o r n  wa s  tra d i t i o n a l l y  the  on e  wi t h  

th e  s ta t u s  an d  giv e n  th e  ma j o r i t y  of th e  in h e r i t a n c e ?  W e l l ,  in t e r e s t i n g l y  Ja c o b ’ s  na m e  

ca r r i e s  wi t h  it his  ch a r a c t e r . Ja c o b  ca m e  ou t  gra b b i n g  the  he e l of Es a u  an d  wa s  na m e d  fo r  

th i s  ac t i o n . Th e  na m e  Ja c o b  co m e s  fro m  the  He b r e w  ro o t  ב q‘ עק b ’ wh i c h  m e a n s :  to 

fo l l o w , or to be  be h i n d  bu t it ca n  als o  m e a n  to su p p l a n t , cir c u m v e n t , ass a i l ,  an d  

ov e r r e a c h . An d  if yo u  kn o w  the  s to r y , th a t ’ s  jus t  wh a t Re b e k a h  co n s p i r e s  wi t h  he r  

fa v o r i t e  so n  Ja c o b  to do  to Isa a c  an d  Es a u . Ja c o b s  plo t t i n g  res u l t s  in the  su c c e s s f u l 
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cir c u m v e n t i o n  of th e  bir t h r i g h t fro m  his  ol d e r br o t h e r  at th e  en d  of Ge n e s i s  25 . Th e  rea l  

de c e i t ,  ho w e v e r , do e s n ’ t co m e  un t i l ch a p . 27 , wh e n  Re b e k a h  ov e r h e a r s  th a t  Isa a c  pl a n s  to 

bl e s s  Es a u  in a pr i v a t e  ce r e m o n y . No w , on e  m u s t un d e r s t a n d  tha t  by  Isa a c  att e m p t i n g  to 

ho l d  thi s  bl e s s i n g  ce r e m o n y  of Es a u  in pri v a t e  is sor t  of de c e i t f u l in its e l f  be c a u s e  th e s e  

bl e s s i n g  ce r e m o n i e s  we r e  us u a l l y  pu b l i c  to ev e r y o n e  to le t ev e r y o n e  kn o w  wh o  is no w  in 

co n t r o l  of th e  fam i l y  as s e t s .  

Af t e r so m e  ca r e f u l  rea d i n g  an d  som e  tho u g h t , I be l i e v e  th a t Isa a c  m a y  ha v e  

alr e a d y  kn o w n  ab o u t  Es a u  giv i n g  up  the  bi r t h r i g h t  to Ja c o b . A se c r e t  ble s s i n g  on  hi s  

fa v o r i t e  so n  Es a u  wo u l d  be  les s  lik e l y  to up s e t  Re b e k a h  an d  Jac o b . I be l i e v e  Isa a c  is 

re s o r t i n g  to his  old  wa y s  of av o i d a n c e  to so l v e  po t e n t i a l  pr o b l e m s , lik e  wh e n  he  lie d  

ab o u t Re b e k a h  be i n g  his  wi f e . Fo r th e  ble s s i n g  to be  ins t i t u t e d , Isa a c  on l y  req u e s t s  th a t 

hi s  fa v o r i t e  so n  Es a u  fir s t hu n t  a de e r  an d  m a k e  hi m  a s te w  fro m  it.  Th e  tim e  re q u i r e d  to 

do  so pro v i d e s  Re b e k a h  the  op p o r t u n i t y  to sec u r e  fo r he r  fav o r i t e  so n  Jac o b  th e  co v e t e d  

bl e s s i n g  of th e  fir s t b o r n . Re b e k a h  ki l l s  tw o  go a t s  an d  ma k e s  a ste w . In hi s  bl i n d n e s s  an d  

ol d  ag e , Isa a c  is the n  de c e i v e d  by  Ja c o b  wh o  pu t s  on  hi s  bro t h e r ’ s  clo t h e s  an d  ev e n  ad d s  

an i m a l ha i r to hi s  sk i n  to im p e r s o n a t e  his  br o t h e r ’ s  ha i r y  fea t u r e s .  Th e  ou t w a r d  de c e p t i o n  

of Ab r a h a m  an d  Isa a c  is be i n g  gre a t l y  in c r e a s e d  in th e  thi r d  ge n e r a t i o n . It is no w  be i n g  

pe r p e t u a t e d  in w a r d l y  in v o l v i n g  the  en t i r e  im m e d i a t e  fa m i l y . Ja c o b  su c c e s s f u l l y  de c e i v e s  

hi s  fa t h e r  an d  liv e s  up  to hi s  na m e , as no t e d  im m e d i a t e l y  aft e r Es a u  re t u r n s . “A n d  Es a u  

sa i d , ‘Is  he  no t  rig h t l y  na m e d  Ja c o b ?  Fo r he  ha s  su p p l a n t e d  me  th e s e  tw o  tim e s . He  too k  

aw a y  m y  bir t h r i g h t , an d  no w  loo k , he  ha s  tak e n  aw a y  m y  ble s s i n g ! ’ ”  (G e n  27 : 3 6  NK J ) . 

Ja c o b ’ s  su p p o s e d  vi c t o r y  is sh o r t liv e d  as  his  ac t i o n s  ult i m a t e l y  se n d  him  run n i n g  

fo r hi s  lif e  to av o i d  be i n g  kil l e d  by  hi s  br o t h e r . Do e s  Ja c o b  lea r n  his  le s s o n  as  he  fle e s  to 
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liv e  wi t h  his  un c l e  La b a n  in Ha r a n ?  No t re a l l y . In a se n s e , wh a t  ha p p e n s  in Ha r a n  is 

po e t i c  jus t i c e  as  Jac o b  th e  “d e c e i v e r ”  is tri c k e d  by  his  un c l e  to m a r r y  his  ol d e s t  da u g h t e r  

Le a h  in s t e a d  of th e  ob j e c t  of Ja c o b ’ s  re a l de s i r e , the  yo u n g e r  da u g h t e r  Ra c h a e l . Bu t  no , 

Ja c o b  do e s  no t  lea r n  to le t Go d  be th e  so l e  pr o p r i e t o r  of jus t i c e . Ja c o b  at t e m p t s  to lat e r 

de c e i v e  hi s  un c l e  La b a n  in a go a t br e e d i n g  sc h e m e  in Ge n e s i s  30 . An d  it on l y  ge t s  wo r s e  

fro m  the r e . In ch a p . 31 , Ja c o b  sec r e t l y  fle e s  fro m  La b a n  an d  Ra c h a e l  ste a l s  he r  fat h e r ’ s  

ho u s e h o l d  go d s . An d  in ch a p . 32 , wi t h  al l th i s  str e s s  br o u g h t  on  by  co n s t a n t ly i n g  an d  

de c e i t ,  Jac o b  no w  ge t s  wo r d  th a t  his  br o t h e r  Es a u  is co m i n g  to w a r d  him  wi t h  40 0  ar m e d  

m e n !  I be l i e v e  it’ s  he r e  th a t Ja c o b  lit e r a l l y  ha s  his  fir s t re a l “c o m e - t o - J e s u s ”  m o m e n t  as 

he  en t e r s  int o  a ph y s i c a l an d  sp i r i t u a l  wr e s t l i n g  m a t c h  wi t h  Go d  Hi m s e l f .  At th i s  ju n c t u r e , 

Go d  ch a n g e s  Jac o b ’ s  na m e  to Is r a e l ,  sig n i f y i n g  “o n e  wh o  wr e s t l e s  wi t h  Go d ”  or “i s  

tri u m p h a n t  wi t h  Go d . ”  

De s p i t e  Ja c o b ’ s  de e p e n i n g  re l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  Go d  an d  th e  na m e  ch a n g e , he  sti l l  

ex h i b i t s  nu m e r o u s  ch a r a c t e r fla w s . Jac o b ’ s  de c e i t re s u r f a c e s  in Ge n  33 : 1 3 – 1 7 , wh e r e  he 

ag a i n  de c e i v e s  hi s  br o t h e r Es a u  by  pr o m i s i n g  to fol l o w  him  to Se i r  bu t in s t e a d  go e s  to 

Su c c o t h  an d  la t e r  Sh e c h e m , re s u l t i n g  in an o t h e r  dis a s t e r  for  Ja c o b  an d  hi s  fam i l y . 

Co n t r a r y  to his  vo w  to Go d  in Ge n  28 : 1 0 – 2 2  to re t u r n  to Be t h e l ,  Jac o b  ch o o s e s  to se t t l e  

in Sh e c h e m , thu s  de v i a t i n g  fro m  hi s  int e n d e d  pa t h . It’ s  in ch a p . 34  tha t  Ja c o b ’ s  da u g h t e r  

Di n a h  is ra p e d  by  a yo u n g  m a n  wh o  is a m e m b e r  of the  ro y a l fa m i l y  of th e  ar e a . Jac o b  

ap p e a r s  di s c o n t e n t , ye t  he  see m s re s i g n e d  to let  by g o n e s  be  by g o n e s  by  co n s e n t i n g  to the  

m a r r i a g e  of his  da u g h t e r  to the  yo u n g  pa g a n  ma n . Ja c o b  als o  rem a i n s  od d l y  sil e n t  wh e n  

th e  pr o p o s a l is ma d e  to gi v e  the i r pa g a n  da u g h t e r s  in m a r r i a g e  to hi s  so n s .  Th i s  sha r p l y  

co n t r a s t s  wi t h  the  re s o l v e  of Ab r a h a m  in Ge n e s i s  24 , wh o  to o k  gre a t  ca r e  to en s u r e  tha t  
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Isa a c  wo u l d  no t  ma r r y  a wi f e  wh o  wo r s h i p e d  ot h e r go d s . Di n a h ’ s  bro t h e r s , S i m e o n , an d  

Le v i  ha d  no  in t e n t i o n  of ta k i n g  th i s  m a t t e r  lig h t l y . Fa m i l i a r  wi t h  the  cr a f t  of de c e p t i o n , 

th e  tw o  br o t h e r s  de v i s e d  a pla n  to de c e i v e  all  the  m e n  of th e  cit y .  Th e y  inf o r m e d  th e  me n  

th a t  th e y  m u s t un d e r g o  cir c u m c i s i o n  be f o r e  m a r r y i n g  th e i r  sis t e r an d  in t e r m i n g l i n g  wi t h  

th e i r  wo m e n . Th e  tow n s p e o p l e  we r e  pl e a s e d  an d  ac q u i e s c e d  to the  co n d i t i o n s . Ho w e v e r , 

af t e r  the  m e n  we r e  in c a p a c i t a t e d  du r i n g  the i r  he a l i n g  pr o c e s s , S i m e o n  an d  Le v i  

sla u g h t e r e d  th e m , pl u n d e r e d  th e  to w n , an d  se i z e d  bo t h  sla v e s  an d  pro p e r t y . 

As  a re s u l t ,  Ja c o b  is te r r i f i e d  an d  co m p e l l e d  to fle e , fe a r i n g  ret a l i a t i o n  fro m  the  

pe o p l e  of the  su r r o u n d i n g  to w n s , wh o  se e k  rev e n g e  fo r th e  tra v e s t y .  It is on l y  af t e r  thi s  

in c i d e n t th a t we  rea d  of Jac o b  go i n g  to th e  pla c e  wh e r e  he  sho u l d  ha v e  set t l e d  ini t i a l l y , in 

ac c o r d a n c e  wi t h  th e  pr e v i o u s  vo w  he  m a d e  to Go d . “T h e n  Go d  sai d  to Ja c o b , ‘A r i s e , go  

up  to Be t h e l  an d  dw e l l  th e r e ;  an d  m a k e  an  alt a r  th e r e  to Go d , wh o  ap p e a r e d  to yo u  wh e n  

yo u  fle d  fro m  the  fa c e  of Es a u  yo u r  bro t h e r ’ ”  (G e n  35 : 1  NK J ) . 

An d  fo r  a lit t l e  wh i l e  thi n g s  see m  to be  pe a c e f u l , bu t th e  ge n e r a t i o n a l s in s  rea r  

th e i r  ug l y  he a d  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e . Isa a c  an d  Re b e k a h  ex h i b i t e d  fav o r i t i s m  tow a r d  

th e i r  ch i l d r e n . I be l i e v e , tha t ha d  it no t  be e n  for  th i s  fav o r i t i s m , m a n y  un n e c e s s a r y  

pr o b l e m s co u l d  ha v e  be e n  av o i d e d . Ne v e r t h e l e s s , the s e  sin s  pe r s i s t e d  an d  we r e  fur t h e r 

pe r p e t u a t e d  by  Ja c o b , wh o  s tr u g g l e d  wi t h  fa v o r i t i s m  bo t h  tow a r d s  hi s  wi v e s  an d  so n s .  

 
Ja c o b ’ s  Fa v o r i t e  So n  

Jo s e p h  wa s  the  old e s t  of th e  tw o  so n s  of Ra c h e l , Ja c o b ’ s  fa v o r i t e  wi f e . In Ge n e s i s  

35 , Ra c h e l di e s  giv i n g  bir t h  to Be n j a m i n , Jo s e p h ’ s  yo u n g e s t  br o t h e r  am o n g  hi s  12  so n s . 

De s p i t e  be i n g  th e  11 t h  so n , Jo s e p h  cle a r l y  en j o y s  fa v o r i t i s m  fro m  hi s  fat h e r ov e r  his  

br o t h e r s . At ap p r o x i m a t e l y  17  ye a r s  of ag e , Jos e p h  ha s  alr e a d y  be e n  gi v e n  a so r t of 



 

34  

wh i t e - c o l l a r  po s i t i o n  as  for e m a n  ov e r  his  ol d e r br o t h e r s  wh o  ar e  sub j e c t e d  to the  m a n u a l  

lab o r  of he r d i n g  go a t s . Ad d  in a co u p l e  of dre a m s  tha t Jo s e p h  ha s  reg a r d i n g  hi s  fu t u r e  of 

ha v i n g  a m o r e  ex a l t e d  po s i t i o n  in wh i c h  his  br o t h e r s  bo w  do w n  to hi m , an d  yo u  ha v e  the  

str a w  th a t br e a k s  th e  ca m e l ’ s  ba c k  reg a r d i n g  th e  bro t h e r ’ s  jea l o u s y . Th e y  plo t  to ki l l  hi m  

by  ca s t i n g  Jos e p h  in t o  a pi t .  Ho w e v e r , pr o v i d e n c e  in t e r v e n e s  as  a tra d i n g  ca r a v a n  pa s s e s  

by  on  its  wa y  to Eg y p t . On e  bro t h e r  sug g e s t s  se l l i n g  Jos e p h  as  a sla v e  to m a k e  a pr o f i t  

in s t e a d  of ki l l i n g  hi m  ou t r i g h t . Ho w e v e r , th e  bro t h e r s  fa c e  th e  dil e m m a  of wh a t to tel l 

th e i r  fat h e r ab o u t  Jos e p h ’ s  fat e . Th e y  res o r t to de c e p t i o n , a sk i l l  the y  ha v e  lea r n e d  we l l .  

Th e y  ki l l  a yo u n g  go a t , tea r  up  Jo s e p h ’ s  sp e c i a l co a t ,  dip  it in the  bl o o d , an d  pre s e n t it to 

th e i r  fat h e r Ja c o b . He  is ab s o l u t e l y  he a r t b r o k e n , co n v i n c e d  th a t hi s  fav o r i t e  son  ha s  be e n  

de v o u r e d  by  so m e  wi l d  an i m a l . Int e r e s t i n g l y , Jac o b ’ s  de c e p t i o n  of his  ow n  fat h e r , Isa a c , 

als o  in v o l v e d  ki l l i n g  a go a t  an d  fab r i c a t i n g  a lie  us i n g  cl o t h i n g . Ho w  do e s  th e  so n g  go  

ag a i n ?  

No t h i n g  ch a n g e s  ca u s e  it’ s  al l th e  sam e  
Th e  wo r l d  yo u  ge t ’ s  th e  on e  yo u  giv e  aw a y  
It al l ju s t ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e  
An d  al l th e  thi n g s  yo u  le a r n  wh e n  yo u ’ r e  a kid  
Yo u ' l l f* ^ %  up  ju s t  lik e  yo u r  pa r e n t s  di d  
It al l ju s t ha p p e n s  ag a i n  wa y  do w n  the  lin e  
 
Th e  Of f s p r i n g  (19 9 7 ) .  
 
 
Fo r t u n a t e l y , Go d ’ s  pr o v i d e n c e  uti l i z e s  the s e  fam i l y  sin s  of de c e p t i o n  an d  

fa v o r i t i s m  fo r Hi s  ul t i m a t e  pu r p o s e . He  us e d  Jo s e p h  to sa v e  m o s t of th e  M i d d l e  Ea s t  fro m  

a fam i n e , pr e s e r v i n g  the  na t i o n  of Is r a e l .  It is thr o u g h  thi s  fam i l y  lin e  of Is r a e l  th a t  Je s u s  

ev e n t u a l l y  co m e s , of f e r i n g  sal v a t i o n  to th e  en t i r e  wo r l d . Go d  do e s  br i n g  he a l i n g  to 

Ab r a h a m , Isa a c , an d  Ja c o b , bu t He  do e s  no t  mi r a c u l o u s l y  re m o v e  th e  co n s e q u e n c e s  of 
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th e i r  sin s . Th e y  su f f e r tre m e n d o u s l y  an d  ne e d l e s s l y  be c a u s e  of th e i r  ac t i o n s . Ho w e v e r , 

Go d  us e s  the i r m i s t a k e s  fo r  ou r be n e f i t .  Th r o u g h  the i r s to r i e s , He  op e n s  ou r ey e s  an d  

pr o v i d e s  us  wi t h  ex a m p l e s  an d  ins i g h t s .  Th e  jou r n e y  to he a l i n g  is oft e n  me s s y , len g t h y , 

an d  fra u g h t  wi t h  pa i n f u l  co n s e q u e n c e s .  

W h y  are  th e s e  le s s o n s  im p o r t a n t  for  us  as  spi r i t u a l le a d e r s ?  Be c a u s e  ou r  jou r n e y  

ex t e n d s  be y o n d  ou r  pe r s o n a l liv e s  an d  fam i l i e s  to inc l u d e  the  liv e s  of all  the  pe o p l e  we  

en c o u n t e r  in ou r  m i n i s t r y . Sp i r i t u a l  lea d e r s  wi l l in e v i t a b l y  en c o u n t e r  nu m e r o u s  da m a g e d  

an d  br o k e n  in d i v i d u a l s  wh o  oft e n  fai l to rec o g n i z e  the  so u r c e  of ma n y  of the i r  pro b l e m s . 

So m e  of th e  de e p e s t  an d  da r k e s t sin s  an d  dy s f u n c t i o n s  th a t em b e d  the m s e l v e s  in fam i l y  

lin e s  for  ge n e r a t i o n s  or i g i n a t e  fro m  in s t a n c e s  of ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e . 

Un f o r t u n a t e l y , th e s e  pa t t e r n s  ca n  of t e n  be  co n c e a l e d  an d  m a s k e d  by  bo t h  pe r p e t r a t o r s  an d  

vi c t i m s , ma k i n g  the m  ex t r e m e l y  dif f i c u l t to ide n t i f y . On l y  wh e n  a sin  is ide n t i f i e d  an d  

br o u g h t to lig h t ca n  th e  fir s t  ste p s  tow a r d  he a l i n g  be g i n . Th i s  is wh e r e  tra i n i n g  in 

re c o g n i z i n g  s ig n s  of ab u s e  be c o m e s  cru c i a l .  In the  ne x t ch a p t e r , we  wi l l  ex p l o r e  spe c i f i c  

m e t h o d s  for  id e n t i f y i n g  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e , aim i n g  to pr e v e n t  the s e  pa t t e r n s  fro m  

pe r p e t u a t i n g  wa y  do w n  the  lin e  in fut u r e  ge n e r a t i o n s  wi t h i n  ou r co n g r e g a t i o n s . 
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CH A P T E R  3 
 
 

LI T E R A T U R E  RE L A T E D  TO  AB U S E  
 
 

W h y  is it im p o r t a n t  fo r pa s t o r s  to rec e i v e  tra i n i n g  in res p o n d i n g  ap p r o p r i a t e l y  to 

ab u s e  wi t h i n  the i r co n g r e g a t i o n s ?  Cl e r g y  oft e n  ser v e  as  the  in i t i a l  po i n t  of co n t a c t fo r 

m e m b e r s  se e k i n g  ad v i c e  an d  co u n s e l i n g  on  va r i o u s  lif e  is s u e s  an d  ch a l l e n g e s .  Th e s e  

is s u e s  ma y  s te m  dir e c t l y  or ind i r e c t l y  fro m  va r i o u s  fo r m s  of ab u s e . Re g r e t t a b l y , m a n y  

cle r g y  ha v e  no t re c e i v e d  tra i n i n g  to rec o g n i z e  th e  sig n s , sy m p t o m s , pr e v a l e n c e , ca u s e s , or 

ef f e c t s  of ab u s e , no r  do  th e y  kn o w  wh e n  an d  ho w  to re f e r  ind i v i d u a l s  to sp e c i a l i s t s  or law  

en f o r c e m e n t  ag e n c i e s  wh e n  ab u s e  is su s p e c t e d  or re p o r t e d . Th i s  ca n  le a d  to in s u f f i c i e n t  

em o t i o n a l  an d  sp i r i t u a l he a l i n g  at be s t ,  an d  at wo r s t ,  it ca n  re s u l t  in la w s u i t s  an d  fur t h e r  

ps y c h o l o g i c a l  da m a g e  th a t m a y  en d u r e  fo r a lif e t i m e  or af f e c t fu t u r e  ge n e r a t i o n s .  A 

co n t r i b u t i n g  fac t o r is the  la c k  of ad d i t i o n a l  ed u c a t i o n , ce r t i f i c a t i o n , id e n t i f i c a t i o n  

m e t h o d s  an d  too l s  av a i l a b l e  to th e  cle r g y .  

Re g a r d i n g  lit e r a t u r e  on  th e  tra i n i n g  of pa s t o r s  co n c e r n i n g  th e s e  is s u e s , I 

en c o u n t e r e d  a no t a b l e  ga p . W h i l e  th e r e  ex i s t s  a pl e t h o r a  of art i c l e s  an d  jo u r n a l s  

de l i n e a t i n g  ins t a n c e s  of cle r g y  ab u s e  wi t h i n  co n g r e g a t i o n s , pa r t i c u l a r l y  hig h l i g h t e d  by  

th e  re c e n t sc a n d a l s  in v o l v i n g  the  Ca t h o l i c  Ch u r c h  ov e r  th e  pa s t  few  de c a d e s ,  I wa s  

un a b l e  to loc a t e  a s in g u l a r  co m p r e h e n s i v e  res o u r c e  on  tra i n i n g  pa s t o r s  in ad d r e s s i n g  

va r i o u s  fo r m s  of ab u s e . Co n s e q u e n t l y , the  lit e r a t u r e  re v i e w  pre s e n t e d  he r e i n  ex p l o r e s  the  

pe r t i n e n t do m a i n s  tha t  pa s t o r s  ou g h t  to be  ac q u a i n t e d  wi t h  co n c e r n i n g  th e  ide n t i f i c a t i o n , 
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co m p r e h e n s i o n , an d  re p o r t i n g  of ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l ab u s e . Th i s  lit e r a t u r e  rev i e w  is 

str u c t u r e d  int o  tw o  pr i m a r y  se c t i o n s  de l i n e a t i n g  ea c h  fo r m  of ab u s e — p h y s i c a l  an d  

se x u a l — e a c h  co m p r i s i n g  sub c a t e g o r i e s  en c o m p a s s i n g  de f i n i t i o n s , s ta t i s t i c s , in d i c a t o r s , 

an d  eff e c t s . In ad d i t i o n , th e  ch a p t e r  co n c l u d e s  by  ex a m i n i n g  law s  pe r t i n e n t  to m a n d a t o r y  

re p o r t i n g  ob l i g a t i o n s  su r r o u n d i n g  bo t h  ty p e s  of ab u s e .  

 
Ph y s i c a l Ab u s e  

De f i n i t i o n s  

Th e  m o s t  fu n d a m e n t a l  de f i n i t i o n  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  is de s c r i b e d  as  fo l l o w s :  

“P h y s i c a l  ab u s e  m e a n s  an y  no n - a c c i d e n t a l  ac t  or be h a v i o r  ca u s i n g  inj u r y , tra u m a , or 

ot h e r  ph y s i c a l  suf f e r i n g  or bo d i l y  ha r m . ”  (G i a r d i n o , 20 0 8 )  Th i s  de f i n i t i o n  is 

co m p r e h e n s i v e , alb e i t br o a d . 

Ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  en c o m p a s s e s  nu m e r o u s  br a n c h e s  an d  su b - b r a n c h e s , ma k i n g  it 

ch a l l e n g i n g  to tra c k  the m  all .  Ho w e v e r , wi t h i n  th e  co n t e x t of m i n i s t e r i a l du t i e s , tw o  m a i n  

br a n c h e s  ar e  pa r t i c u l a r l y  pre v a l e n t  am o n g  co n g r e g a t i o n s . Th e s e  ar e : In t i m a t e  Pa r t n e r  

Vi o l e n c e  (IP V ) , mo r e  co m m o n l y  kn o w n  as do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e , an d  Ch i l d  Ma l t r e a t m e n t 

(C M ) , m o r e  co m m o n l y  kn o w n  as  ch i l d  ab u s e  an d  ne g l e c t .   

It’ s  im p o r t a n t to no t e  th a t ,  in my  re s e a r c h , th e  de f i n i t i o n s  I en c o u n t e r e d  ha v e  

re m a i n e d  re l a t i v e l y  co n s i s t e n t  ov e r th e  pa s t  40  pl u s  ye a r s , wi t h  on l y  sli g h t  va r i a t i o n s  

ap p e a r i n g  in ea c h  ne w  ar t i c l e . Ho w e v e r , if a ‘ne w e r ’  de f i n i t i o n  is int r o d u c e d , it sh o u l d  be  

re c o g n i z e d  tha t  it do e s n ’ t  sig n i f i c a n t l y  dif f e r  fro m  tho s e  es t a b l i s h e d  in pr e v i o u s  de c a d e s . 

Fo r  ins t a n c e , Al v a r e z  et al.  (2 0 1 7 )  pro v i d e d  the  fo l l o w i n g  de f i n i t i o n  for  IP V :  “B e h a v i o r s  

su c h  as ph y s i c a l  ag g r e s s i o n , se x u a l co e r c i o n , an d  ps y c h o l o g i c a l ab u s e  tha t  oc c u r  wi t h i n  

an  int i m a t e  re l a t i o n s h i p  an d  res u l t  in ph y s i c a l ,  se x u a l , or ps y c h o l o g i c a l  ha r m ”  (p . 48 3 ) . 
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Hu s s a i n  et al.  (2 0 1 5 ) , cit i n g  a 20 1 0  CD C  de f i n i t i o n , sim p l y  ad d e d  the  el a b o r a t i o n  of 

“c u r r e n t or fo r m e r  pa r t n e r  or sp o u s e ”  to the i r de f i n i t i o n  (p . 62 ) , wh i c h  al i g n s  clo s e l y  wi t h  

th e  co n c e p t  of an  “i n t i m a t e  re l a t i o n s h i p ”  (A l v a r e z  et al . ,  20 1 7 , p. 48 0 ) . Th e s e  su b t l e  

nu a n c e s  sh o u l d  be  ac k n o w l e d g e d  to he l p  re a d e r s  un d e r s t a n d  th e  mi n i m a l ev o l u t i o n  in the  

de f i n i t i o n s  ov e r  re c e n t  ye a r s  an d  to co n t e x t u a l i z e  an y  ad d i t i o n a l  de f i n i t i o n s  pr o v i d e d  in 

th e  re a d i n g . 

Th e  W o r l d  He a l t h  Or g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  de f i n i t i o n  on  ch i l d  ab u s e  (1 9 9 9 ) , as ci t e d  by  

Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e  (2 0 1 9 ) , re a d s :   

Ch i l d  ab u s e  or ma l t r e a t m e n t co n s t i t u t e s  all  for m s  of ph y s i c a l an d / o r  em o t i o n a l ill -

tre a t m e n t , se x u a l  ab u s e , ne g l e c t ,  or ne g l i g e n t  tre a t m e n t or co m m e r c i a l or ot h e r  

ex p l o i t a t i o n , re s u l t i n g  in ac t u a l  or po t e n t i a l ha r m  to th e  ch i l d ’ s  he a l t h , sur v i v a l ,  

de v e l o p m e n t or dig n i t y  in th e  co n t e x t of a rel a t i o n s h i p  of res p o n s i b i l i t y , tru s t or 

po w e r . (p . 18 0 ) 

El d e r t o n  et al .  (20 1 7 )  sim i l a r l y  de f i n e d  eld e r  ab u s e , bu t  in c l u d e d  the  te r m s  

“d e p r i v a t i o n ”  an d  “in s t i t u t i o n a l  se t t i n g ”  (p . 22 3 ) . Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e  (2 0 1 9 )  

pr o c e e d e d  to en u m e r a t e  se v e r a l  sub - c a t e g o r i e s  of ch i l d  ab u s e , pr o v i d i n g  de f i n i t i o n s  fo r  

ea c h . Th e s e  ar e  als o  pr e s e n t e d  in de c r e a s i n g  ord e r  of fre q u e n c y  as  de t e r m i n e d  by  the i r  

re s e a r c h : ne g l e c t ,  fo l l o w e d  by  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e , th e n  se x u a l  ab u s e , an d  fin a l l y  em o t i o n a l  

ab u s e  (se x u a l ab u s e  wi l l  be  fur t h e r  de f i n e d  wi t h i n  its  ow n  ca t e g o r y  sh o r t l y ) .  Be f o r e  

de l v i n g  in t o  th a t  ca t e g o r y , I wo u l d  lik e  to ad d r e s s  Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e ’ s  de f i n i t i o n  

of ne g l e c t .  Th e i r  de f i n i t i o n , wh i l e  clo s e l y  re l a t e d  to ph y s i c a l  ab u s e , wa r r a n t s  se p a r a t e  

co n s i d e r a t i o n  du e  to its  di s t i n c t i v e  ch a r a c t e r i s t i c s . Fu r t h e r m o r e , giv e n  its  pre v a l e n c e  in 

ou r  soc i e t y , ne g l e c t  is lik e l y  to be  en c o u n t e r e d  m o s t  fre q u e n t l y  by  pa s t o r s .  “N e g l e c t  is 
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de fi n e d  as  the  pe r s i s t e n t  fai l u r e  of th e  ca r e g i v e r  to pro v i d e  for  th e  ch i l d ’ s  ph y s i c a l ,  

em o t i o n a l , ed u c a t i o n a l an d  me d i c a l ne e d s , wh i c h  ca n  re s u l t  in de v e l o p m e n t a l  de l a y , 

ph y s i c a l  an d  ps y c h o l o g i c a l  ha r m ”  (p . 18 2 ) . Th e  po s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  de f i n i n g  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  

an d  its  su b c a t e g o r i e s  are  nu m e r o u s . De s p i t e  the  m u l t i t u d e  of de f i n i t i o n s , th e y  se r v e  as 

in v a l u a b l e  to o l s  fo r re c o g n i z i n g  an d  un d e r s t a n d i n g  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e .  Ou r at t e n t i o n  wi l l 

no w  tu r n  to th e  pre v a l e n c e  an d  hi g h - r i s k  ca t e g o r i e s  of ind i v i d u a l s  ex p e r i e n c i n g  va r i o u s  

fo r m s  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e . 

 
S t a t i s t i c s  

Ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  re m a i n s  rel a t i v e l y  co m m o n  in the  Un i t e d  S t a t e s , th o u g h  its  

pr e v a l e n c e  ha s  de c r e a s e d  co m p a r e d  to pr e v i o u s  de c a d e s . Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e  (2 0 1 9 )  

hi g h l i g h t e d  th e  di f f i c u l t y  in ac c u r a t e l y  de t e r m i n i n g  tru e  fig u r e s  du e  to nu m e r o u s  

co n f o u n d i n g  fa c t o r s . F i r s t l y , rep o r t i n g  is hi g h l y  in c o n s i s t e n t ,  ev e n  wh e n  a dia g n o s i s  is 

m a d e . Se c o n d , di s t i n g u i s h i n g  be t w e e n  pu n i s h m e n t an d  ab u s e  ca n  be  ch a l l e n g i n g . La s t l y , 

co n c l u s i v e  ev i d e n c e  of ab u s e  ma y  be  lac k i n g , an d  rel y i n g  so l e l y  on  cir c u m s t a n t i a l 

ev i d e n c e  m a y  no t  m e e t  the  re q u i r e d  sta n d a r d s  of pr o o f .  Ac c o r d i n g  to Bo t t o m s  et al .  

(2 0 1 4 ) , a s ig n i f i c a n t  mi n o r i t y  of vi c t i m s  ne v e r di s c l o s e  the i r ex p e r i e n c e  of ph y s i c a l ab u s e  

(3 4 % ) . A pe r t i n e n t qu e s t i o n  fo r  pa s t o r s  to co n s i d e r is : W h o  ex p e r i e n c e s  ab u s e ?  Th e  

an s w e r  is :  Ev e r y o n e .  

Ne v e r t h e l e s s , ce r t a i n  de m o g r a p h i c  gr o u p s  ar e  dis p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  af f e c t e d .  

(B r e i d i n g  et al.  20 1 4 )  pl a c e  wo m e n  at the  fo r e f r o n t , re p o r t i n g  th a t on e  in thr e e  wo m e n  

ex p e r i e n c e s  so m e  for m  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  du r i n g  th e i r  lif e t i m e , wi t h  on e  in fo u r wo m e n  

ex p e r i e n c i n g  In t i m a t e  Pa r t n e r  Vi o l e n c e  (IP V ) . Hu s s a i n  et al .  (20 1 5 )  su g g e s t e d  tha t  ne a r l y  

85 %  of IP V  vic t i m s  ar e  wo m e n , wi t h  ap p r o x i m a t e l y  2– 5  mi l l i o n  wo m e n  af f e c t e d  
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an n u a l l y  (p. 6) . Br e i d i n g  et al.  (2 0 1 4 ) ci t e d  a stu d y  by  th e  Vi o l e n c e  Po l i c y  Ce n t e r , s ta t i n g  

th a t  th e  m o s t se v e r e  ou t c o m e  of IP V  is de a t h . In 20 1 3 , 62 %  of fem a l e  ho m i c i d e s  we r e  

att r i b u t e d  to th e i r  hu s b a n d s  or bo y f r i e n d s . M i l l e r (2 0 1 5 )  dis c o v e r e d  th a t am o n g  wo m e n  

wh o  ex p e r i e n c e d  IP V , 21 %  ha d  be e n  vi c t i m i z e d  by  mu l t i p l e  pa r t n e r s , an d  be t w e e n  5%  

an d  13 %  ha d  en d u r e d  IP V  fo r m o r e  th a n  20  ye a r s  (p . 15 9 ) . W h i c h  wo m e n  ar e  mo r e  at 

ris k  fo r IP V ?  St o c k m a n  et al.  (2 0 1 5 ) id e n t i f i e d  sp e c i f i c  su b p o p u l a t i o n s  in the  Un i t e d  

S t a t e s  wi t h  hi g h e r pr e v a l e n c e  rat e s  tha n  th e  av e r a g e  po p u l a t i o n . Af r i c a n  Am e r i c a n , 

bi r a c i a l ,  an d  Am e r i c a n  Ind i a n / A l a s k a  Na t i v e  wo m e n  sta t i s t i c a l l y  fac e  hi g h e r ris k s  of IPV  

(p . 70 ) . 

Ch i l d r e n  are  al s o  hig h l y  vu l n e r a b l e  to ph y s i c a l ab u s e . He r r e n k o h l  et al .  (20 1 6 )  

ob s e r v e d  th a t in 20 1 3 , ov e r 3.5  m i l l i o n  ref e r r a l s  we r e  m a d e  to ch i l d  pr o t e c t i v e  se r v i c e s  in 

th e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s . In ad d i t i o n , ov e r 2 m i l l i o n  ca s e s , at a rat e  of al m o s t 29  pe r  1,0 0 0  

ch i l d r e n  in th e  U. S . po p u l a t i o n , we r e  in v e s t i g a t e d  du e  to co n c e r n s  fo r  the  he a l t h  an d  

sa f e t y  of th e  inv o l v e d  ch i l d r e n  (p . 36 3 . Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e  (2 0 1 9 ) re p o r t e d  sim i l a r 

fin d i n g s . Th e y  fou n d  th a t ap p r o x i m a t e l y  5%  of all  ch i l d r e n  ar e  rep o r t e d  to ch i l d -

pr o t e c t i o n  se r v i c e s  ea c h  ye a r fo r  all  typ e s  of ma l t r e a t m e n t . M o r e o v e r , the y  es t i m a t e d  tha t  

50 %  of ch i l d r e n  wh o  ha v e  be e n  ab u s e d  wi l l be  ab u s e d  ag a i n . Th e i r re s e a r c h  als o  

es t i m a t e d  tha t  mo r e  tha n  3,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  ch i l d r e n  are  vic t i m s  of ch i l d  ab u s e , res u l t i n g  in 

ap p r o x i m a t e l y  2,0 0 0  ch i l d  de a t h s  ea c h  ye a r  (p. 18 5 ) . Jac k s o n  et al.  (2 0 1 4 ) di s c o v e r e d  tha t  

m o r e  th a n  1,6 0 0  ch i l d r e n  di e d  du e  to ab u s e  or ne g l e c t  in th e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  in 20 1 2  (p . 

55 ) . 

Fo l l o w i n g  ch i l d r e n , ad u l t  me n  ar e  al s o  am o n g  th o s e  m o s t su b j e c t e d  to ph y s i c a l  

ab u s e . Ac c o r d i n g  to Go d b o u t et al.  (2 0 1 9 ) , be t w e e n  7%  an d  29 %  of m e n  re p o r t e d  
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ex p e r i e n c i n g  ra p e , ph y s i c a l vi o l e n c e , an d / o r  sta l k i n g  by  an  in t i m a t e  pa r t n e r (p . 10 4 ) . 

Th e y  ob s e r v e d  th a t a m e t a - a n a l y s i s  of the  re s e a r c h  ind i c a t e d  tha t  ab u s e  wa s  mo r e  

pr e v a l e n t am o n g  no n - h e t e r o s e x u a l an d  pr i s o n  po p u l a t i o n s , alt h o u g h  spe c i f i c  sta t i s t i c a l 

in f o r m a t i o n  wa s  no t  pr o v i d e d . 

 
In d i c a t o r s  

Ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  ca n  m a n i f e s t  in va r i o u s  wa y s , of t e n  ac c o m p a n i e d  by  ph y s i c a l 

sig n s . It is im p o r t a n t fo r  pa s t o r s  to be  fam i l i a r  wi t h  co m m o n  ind i c a t i o n s  in ord e r  to 

id e n t i f y  s ig n s  an d  sy m p t o m s of ab u s e . Ide n t i f y i n g  ab u s e  is cr u c i a l  in pr e v e n t i n g  fur t h e r  

oc c u r r e n c e s . Ph y s i c a l ab u s e  en c o m p a s s e s  a wi d e  ran g e  of be h a v i o r s  an d  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  

Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e  (2 0 1 9 ) en u m e r a t e d  va r i o u s  fo r m s  of ph y s i c a l ab u s e , su c h  as  

hi t t i n g , sh a k i n g , sc r a t c h i n g , bit i n g , po i s o n i n g , bu r n i n g , dr o w n i n g , su f f o c a t i n g , sta r v i n g , 

an d  ne g l e c t  of hy g i e n e  (in  ca s e s  inv o l v i n g  ch i l d r e n  an d  inc a p a b l e  ad u l t s ;  p. 18 4 ) . 

Re f e r e n c i n g  a 20 0 7  stu d y  by  Sw e r d l i n  an d  co l l e a g u e s , th e y  sta t e d  th a t “t h e  mo s t co m m o n  

in j u r i e s  id e n t i f i e d  in vi c t i m s  of ph y s i c a l ab u s e  inc l u d e  sof t - t i s s u e  inj u r i e s  an d  fra c t u r e s . 

Th e  m o s t  co m m o n  de r m a t o l o g i c  s ig n s  of ch i l d  ab u s e  inc l u d e  br u i s e s , fo l l o w e d  by  

sc r a t c h e s , so f t - t i s s u e  ed e m a , str a p  m a r k s , bu r n s , an d  bit e s ”  (p . 18 6 ) . Th e y  fur t h e r  lis t e d  

se v e r a l  co m m o n  inj u r i e s  ind i c a t i v e  of ab u s e , suc h  as  fem u r  fra c t u r e s  in a ch i l d  too  yo u n g  

to wa l k , bi l a t e r a l  lon g  bo n e  fra c t u r e s , sk u l l fra c t u r e s , ste r n u m  or sc a p u l a  fra c t u r e s , rib  

fra c t u r e s , inj u r i e s  inc o n s i s t e n t wi t h  rep o r t e d  his t o r y , m u l t i p l e  fra c t u r e s  in va r i o u s  sta g e s  

of he a l i n g , br u i s i n g  to the  ea r s , ne c k , or ab d o m e n , ge n i t a l in j u r i e s , or a l in j u r i e s  in c l u d i n g  

in j u r i e s  to the  lip s , ton g u e , an d  or o - n a s a l bl e e d i n g , bu r n s  on  the  po s t e r i o r up p e r  bo d y , 

bu r n  ma r k s  on  m u l t i p l e  bo d y  pa r t s ,  an d  bu r n  m a r k s  re s e m b l i n g  th e  sha p e  of an  

in s t r u m e n t . 
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Ho w e v e r , th e s e  ou t w a r d  sig n s  are  of t e n  in c o n s i s t e n t  an d  su b t l e , ma k i n g  the m  

di f f i c u l t to no t i c e . S ig n s  th a t ar e  oft e n  mo r e  no t i c e a b l e  an d  ind i c a t i v e  of va r i o u s  fo r m s  of 

ab u s e  (no t  lim i t e d  to ph y s i c a l )  in c l u d e  th e  fo l l o w i n g  fo r an y  ag e  or sex :  “s u d d e n  on s e t  of 

alt e r e d  m e n t a l  sta t u s , we a r i n g  of fil t h y  clo t h e s , po o r  hy g i e n e , ch i l d r e n  wi t h  po o r  sc h o o l 

pe r f o r m a n c e  or reg u l a r l y  mi s s i n g  fro m  sc h o o l , ar e  re l u c t a n t to go  ho m e , m a k i n g  ef f o r t s  

to av o i d  sp e c i f i c  fa m i l y  m e m b e r s  an d  ch a n g e s  in be h a v i o r su c h  as  ag g r e s s i v e , wi t h d r a w n  

or dis r u p t i v e . ”  It’ s  im p o r t a n t  to no t e  tha t  mo s t  do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e  or (IP V )  wi l l  ha v e  

sim i l a r i t i e s  to th e  ch i l d  ab u s e  s ig n s  an d  at t i t u d e s  lis t e d  ab o v e  by  Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  

Be a t t i e .  

Al v a r e z  et al.  (2 0 1 7 ) ap p r o a c h e d  the  to p i c  fro m  the  pe r s p e c t i v e  of pr i m a r y  ca r e  

ph y s i c i a n s  sc r e e n i n g  fo r ab u s e  (p. 48 9 ) . Al t h o u g h  pa s t o r s  ha v e  a dis t i n c t  rol e , the y , lik e  

pr i m a r y  ca r e  ph y s i c i a n s , are  al s o  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  an d  m a y  of t e n  be  am o n g  the  fir s t 

in d i v i d u a l s  pa r i s h i o n e r s  tur n  to be f o r e  se e k i n g  a ph y s i c i a n ’ s  he l p . Th e s e  au t h o r s  pr o v i d e d  

th e  fo l l o w i n g  sc r e e n i n g  tip s : “B r o a c h  the  to p i c  of IP V  us i n g  ge n e r a l an d  no n t h r e a t e n i n g  

qu e s t i o n s  suc h  as  ‘H o w  ar e  yo u  fee l i n g ? ’  ‘H o w  ar e  thi n g s  go i n g  in yo u r lif e ? ’ an d  

‘H a p p y  at ho m e ? ’ ”  Ho w e v e r , Al v a r e z  did n ’ t s to p  the r e , as m a n y  res e a r c h e r s  no t e  th a t 

qu e s t i o n s  lik e  tho s e  me n t i o n e d  ab o v e  are  of t e n  in s u f f i c i e n t fo r  som e o n e  to ad m i t  to be i n g  

ph y s i c a l l y  ab u s e d . He  an d  his  te a m  als o  sh a r e  ef f e c t i v e  ap p r o a c h e s  us e d  by  oth e r  

ph y s i c i a n s  to ga t h e r  inf o r m a t i o n . Ex a m p l e s  in c l u d e d  qu e s t i o n s  lik e :  “A r e  yo u  a vic t i m  of 

do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e ? ”  or “D o  yo u  ex p e r i e n c e  an y  pr o b l e m s wi t h  do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e ? ”  

So m e  pro v i d e r s  als o  s ta r t e d  the  sc r e e n i n g  wi t h  a ge n e r a l ,  no n j u d g m e n t a l  sta t e m e n t ab o u t  

do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e , su c h  as “I 'm  go i n g  to as k  yo u  a qu e s t i o n  th a t I ask  al l wo m e n . ”  
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Pa s t o r s  sh o u l d  be  aw a r e  tha t  suc h  in q u i r i e s  sh o u l d  on l y  oc c u r wh e n  ph y s i c a l 

ab u s e  is su s p e c t e d , an d  pr i m a r i l y  wi t h  th e  pa r t y  on  the  re c e i v i n g  en d  of ab u s e  or wi t h  the  

pr i m a r y  ca r e t a k e r .  I wi l l fu r t h e r  ela b o r a t e  on  th e  ra t i o n a l e  fo r  thi s  ap p r o a c h  wh e n  

di s c u s s i n g  re p o r t i n g  law s  an d  le g a l  co n s i d e r a t i o n s .  Al v a r e z  an d  his  tea m  als o  rec o m m e n d  

th a t  ph y s i c i a n s  sh o u l d  ma k e  ce r t a i n  ac c o m m o d a t i o n s , su c h  as  co n d u c t i n g  th e  sc r e e n i n g  in 

a sa f e  en v i r o n m e n t (e . g . ,  aw a y  fro m  the  su s p e c t e d  ab u s e r ) ,  all o w i n g  the  pa t i e n t tim e  to 

re s p o n d , an d  m a i n t a i n i n g  ey e  co n t a c t th r o u g h o u t  the  se s s i o n . Pa s t o r s  sh o u l d  str i v e  to 

re p l i c a t e  the s e  pr a c t i c e s  as  mu c h  as  po s s i b l e  wh e n  ab u s e  is su s p e c t e d  am o n g  m e m b e r s  of 

th e i r  co n g r e g a t i o n . 

Pa s t o r s  an d  cle r g y  sho u l d  an t i c i p a t e  tha t  inf o r m a t i o n  or ad m i s s i o n  reg a r d i n g  

su s p e c t e d  ph y s i c a l ab u s e  ma y  no t  alw a y s  be  re a d i l y  vo l u n t e e r e d . Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  

Be a t t i e  (20 1 9 )  pr o v i d e d  in s i g h t in t o  co m m o n  su s p i c i o u s  asp e c t s  of ab u s e , inc l u d i n g  

in c o n s i s t e n t  an d  va g u e  hi s t o r i e s , lac k  of de t a i l ,  di s c r e p a n c i e s  be t w e e n  th e  ca r e g i v e r ’ s  

ac c o u n t an d  th e  ob s e r v e d  inj u r i e s  of th e  de p e n d e n t  or s ig n i f i c a n t  oth e r  (p . 18 6 ) . Th e y  al s o  

no t e d  th e  ab s e n c e  of an y  pro v i d e d  his t o r y , un w i t n e s s e d  in j u r i e s , sig n i f i c a n t de l a y s  

be t w e e n  inj u r y  oc c u r r e n c e  an d  se e k i n g  m e d i c a l at t e n t i o n  wi t h o u t ex p l a n a t i o n , ag g r e s s i v e  

ca r e g i v e r re s p o n s e s , in j u r i e s  in c o n s i s t e n t  wi t h  re p o r t e d  me c h a n i s m s , an d  hi s t o r i e s  

in c o n g r u e n t wi t h  th e  de v e l o p m e n t a l ag e  of the  ch i l d . 

 
Ca u s e s  

Th e  co n s e n s u s  of the  re s e a r c h  co n s i s t e n t l y  po i n t s  to on e  ma j o r th e m e :  Pe o p l e  ten d  

to be pr o d u c t s  of the i r  en v i r o n m e n t .  Hu r t pe o p l e  wi l l  hu r t  oth e r  pe o p l e . Th o s e  wh o  ha v e  

ex p e r i e n c e d  ab u s e  or ev e n  wi t n e s s e d  ab u s e  as a ch i l d  ar e  mu c h  m o r e  lik e l y  to re p l i c a t e  
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sim i l a r  ab u s e . Ab r a m o v a i t e  et al.  (2 0 1 5 )  dre w  the  fo l l o w i n g  co n c l u s i o n s  fro m  the i r  

re s e a r c h : 

1. Th e  pr o b a b i l i t y  tha t  a hu s b a n d  wi l l be  vi o l e n t  de p e n d s  on  wh e t h e r  he  gre w  up  in a 

vi o l e n t  ho m e . 2. Th e  pr o b a b i l i t y  tha t  a wi f e  wi l l re m a i n  wi t h  a vi o l e n t  hu s b a n d  

de p e n d s  on  wh e t h e r  sh e  gre w  up  in a vio l e n t ho m e . 3. Ind i v i d u a l s  wh o  gr e w  up  in 

vi o l e n t  ho m e s  ten d  to ma r r y  in d i v i d u a l s  wh o  gre w  up  in vi o l e n t  ho m e s . Th u s , if 

ab u s i v e  pa r e n t s  op e r a t e  in a so c i a l  mi l i e u  wh e r e  thi s  is co m m o n  be h a v i o r , ch i l d r e n  

m a y  in d e e d  de v e l o p  su c h  tra i t s ; if so c i e t y  do e s  no t to l e r a t e  su c h  be h a v i o r , the  

in t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l cy c l e  is lik e l y  to be  we a k e n e d . (A b r a m o v a i t e  et al . ,  20 1 5 , p. 16 3 )  

In the i r m e t a - a n a l y s i s  of pe e r - r e v i e w e d  re s e a r c h , the s e  au t h o r s  fou n d  th a t “p a r e n t s  wh o  

ha v e  rep o r t e d  ab u s e  in ch i l d h o o d  we r e  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e  lik e l y  to en g a g e  in ab u s i v e  

be h a v i o r s  tow a r d  th e i r  ch i l d r e n ”  (p . 16 8 ) . Th e y  als o  ref e r e n c e d  nu m e r o u s  ca s e  s tu d i e s  

sp a n n i n g  de c a d e s  on  va r i o u s  co n t r i b u t i n g  fa c t o r s .  

Ka l m u s s  (1 9 8 4 ) , as  cit e d  in Ab r a m o v a i t e  et al . ’ s  (2 0 1 5 ) m e t a - a n a l y s i s , re s e a r c h e d  

2,1 4 3  ad u l t s  an d  fou n d  th a t s im p l y  ob s e r v i n g  ph y s i c a l vi o l e n c e  be t w e e n  on e ’ s  pa r e n t s  is 

m o r e  str o n g l y  rel a t e d  to sev e r e  ma r i t a l ag g r e s s i o n  tha n  be i n g  hit  as a te e n a g e r  by  on e ’ s  

pa r e n t s  (p. 16 5 ) . Ka l m u s s  als o  fo u n d  tha t  thi s  ph e n o m e n o n  do e s  no t ap p e a r to be  ge n d e r -

sp e c i f i c , as  “o b s e r v i n g  on e ’ s  fat h e r hi t t i n g  on e ’ s  mo t h e r  inc r e a s e d  th e  lik e l i h o o d  tha t  

so n s  wi l l  be  vic t i m s  as  we l l as  pe r p e t r a t o r s , an d  th a t da u g h t e r s  wi l l be  pe r p e t r a t o r s  as 

we l l as  vi c t i m s  of sev e r e  ma r i t a l ag g r e s s i o n . ”  

Ab r a m o v a i t e  et al.  (2 0 1 5 )  als o  cit e d  Be v a n  an d  Hi g g i n s  (20 0 2 )  wh o  fou n d  th a t  

ch i l d  m a l t r e a t m e n t , lo w  fa m i l y  co h e s i o n  an d  ad a p t a b i l i t y  an d  alc o h o l  ab u s e  we r e  

fo u n d  to be  sig n i f i c a n t l y  as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  fre q u e n c y  of ph y s i c a l  sp o u s e  ab u s e . Al s o , 
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ra t h e r  tha n  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  or wi t n e s s i n g  fa m i l y  vio l e n c e , ch i l d h o o d  ne g l e c t  un i q u e l y  

pr e d i c t e d  th e  lev e l  of ph y s i c a l  sp o u s e  ab u s e . (p . 17 1 )  

Th e s e  au t h o r s  als o  ref e r e n c e d  an o t h e r  stu d y , th i s  tim e  by  Di x e n  et al.  (2 0 0 5 ) , tha t  fou n d  

th a t  ro u g h l y  62 %  of ch i l d  m a l t r e a t m e n t  an d  ne g l e c t or i g i n a t e d  fro m  th e  fol l o w i n g  

pa r e n t a l fa c t o r s : pa r e n t i n g  un d e r 21  ye a r s  of ag e , his t o r y  of m e n t a l ill n e s s  or de p r e s s i o n  

an d  res i d i n g  wi t h  a vio l e n t ad u l t (p . 17 2 ) .  

Ch e n  an d  Li n g  (20 1 6 )  al s o  no t e d  the  fo l l o w i n g  fac t o r s :  Ch i l d r e n  are  m o r e  lik e l y  

to be m a l t r e a t e d  if th e i r  pa r e n t s  pe r c e i v e  th e m  as  pro b l e m s , ha v e  po o r pa r e n t – c h i l d  

re l a t i o n s h i p s , ha v e  ins u f f i c i e n t  kn o w l e d g e  of ch i l d  de v e l o p m e n t , ha v e  hi g h  lev e l s  of 

str e s s  an d  de p r e s s i o n , an d  be l i e v e  in the  su p e r i o r i t y  of co r p o r a l pu n i s h m e n t  (p. 92 ) . Th e y  

als o  fo u n d  tha t ,  “th e  in a b i l i t y  of pa r e n t s  to ma n a g e  de p r e s s i o n  an d  s tr e s s  is als o  a fa c t o r  

lin k e d  to ch i l d  m a l t r e a t m e n t . ”  In ad d i t i o n  to the  pr e v i o u s  fac t o r s , re s e a r c h  by  

Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e  (2 0 1 9 ) lin k e d  ch i l d r e n  un d e r th e  ag e  of 4 ye a r s  as  be i n g  at the  

gr e a t e s t ris k  of sev e r e  inj u r y  (p. 18 2 ) . It’ s  no  wo n d e r th a t 79 %  of fat a l i t i e s  thr o u g h  ch i l d  

m a l t r e a t m e n t oc c u r  in th i s  ag e  gr o u p .  

Ch o i  an d  S ik k e m a  (20 1 6 )  fo u n d  an o t h e r  int e r e s t i n g  fa c t o r  reg a r d i n g  te n d e n c i e s  

to w a r d s  ab u s e  lat e r in lif e  (p. 43 3 ) . Th e y  sp e c i f i c a l l y  stu d i e d  wo m e n  dia g n o s e d  wi t h  

pe r i n a t a l  mo o d  an d  an x i e t y  di s o r d e r s  (P M A D s ) an d  fo u n d  dir e c t lin k s  to ch i l d  ab u s e  an d  

ne g l e c t .  Th e y  no t e d  th a t PM A D s  we r e  dir e c t l y  lin k e d  to de p r e s s i o n , PT S D , an x i e t y  an d  

th e i r  ow n  ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e . Th e y  al s o  fo u n d  th a t  a sig n i f i c a n t l y  hig h e r  nu m b e r  

of wo m e n  we r e  di a g n o s e d  wi t h  PM A D s du r i n g  ch i l d b e a r i n g . Th e r e  we r e  tw o  m a i n  

re a s o n s  th a t  Ch o i  an d  S ik k e m a  (20 1 6 )  lin k e d  a hig h  di a g n o s i s  of PM A D ’ s  du r i n g  

pr e g n a n c y  or ea r l y  ch i l d b e a r i n g  ye a r s :  
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F i r s t ,  the  pe r i n a t a l  pe r i o d  is m a r k e d  wi t h  un i q u e  s tr e s s o r s — r a p i d  ph y s i c a l  an d  

em o t i o n a l  ch a n g e s  du r i n g  pre g n a n c y , str e n u o u s  ch a l l e n g e s  of la b o r  an d  de l i v e r y , 

he i g h t e n e d  ca r e g i v i n g  de m a n d s  in the  po s t p a r t u m — t h a t  co u l d  ex a c e r b a t e  or tri g g e r  

on s e t of ps y c h o p a t h o l o g y  in th e  pr e s e n c e  of ex i s t i n g  vu l n e r a b i l i t y …  Se c o n d , 

pr e g n a n c y  an d  m o t h e r h o o d  inv o l v e  rol e  tra n s i t i o n s  wh e r e  ea r l y  tra u m a t i c  m e m o r i e s  

m a y  lik e l y  res u r f a c e . S i n c e  ma l t r e a t m e n t is m o s t co m m o n l y  pe r p e t r a t e d  by  the  ch i l d ’ s  

ow n  pa r e n t s , be c o m i n g  a pa r e n t  co u l d  ac t i v a t e  co g n i t i o n s , em o t i o n s , or bio l o g i c a l  

re s p o n s e s  rel a t e d  to ch i l d h o o d  ex p e r i e n c e s  of be i n g  pa r e n t e d , inc l u d i n g  ab u s e  an d  

ne g l e c t .  (43 5 )  

Le t ’ s  no w  go on  to di s c u s s  the  ef f e c t s  of su c h  ca u s e s .  

 
Ef f e c t s  

S t a r t i n g  wh e r e  we  le f t of f re g a r d i n g  PM A D ’ s , th e  eff e c t s  of the  di a g n o s i s  ca n  be  a 

sig n i f i c a n t th r e a t  to m a t e r n a l an d  ch i l d  we l l - b e i n g . Th e  ev i d e n c e  fro m  Ch o i  an d  S i k k e m a  

(2 0 1 6 ) su g g e s t s  th a t  m o o d  an d  an x i e t y  di s o r d e r s  oc c u r r i n g  du r i n g  pr e g n a n c y  pre d i c t 

ne g a t i v e  ob s t e t r i c  an d  de l i v e r y  ou t c o m e s  as we l l  as po o r  inf a n t  an d  ch i l d  ou t c o m e s  (p . 

43 7 ) . Th e y  als o  no t e d  th a t po s t p a r t u m  m o o d  an d  an x i e t y  dis o r d e r s  ma y  co m p r o m i s e  

m o t h e r – c h i l d  bo n d i n g  an d  in t e r a c t i o n  as  we l l  as ch i l d  gr o w t h  an d  lon g - t e r m  

de v e l o p m e n t . In reg a r d  to IPV , Br e i d i n g  et al .  (20 1 4 )  pu t wo m e n  at a gre a t e r  ris k  fo r 

nu m e r o u s  co n d i t i o n s  in c l u d i n g : “c h r o n i c  pa i n , as t h m a , ga s t r o i n t e s t i n a l ,  ne u r o l o g i c a l ,  

re p r o d u c t i v e  pr o b l e m s (se x u a l l y  tra n s m i t t e d  inf e c t i o n s , hu m a n  im m u n o d e f i c i e n c y  vir u s  

[H I V ] , un i n t e n d e d  pre g n a n c y ) , po o r m e n t a l  he a l t h  (n o t a b l y  po s t - t r a u m a t i c  str e s s  di s o r d e r  

[P T S D ] , de p r e s s i o n , sub s t a n c e  ab u s e )  as we l l  as in c r e a s e d  inj u r y  an d  m o r t a l i t y  fro m  

ho m i c i d e  an d  su i c i d e . ”   
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In the  re s e a r c h  by  El d e r t o n  et al.  (2 0 1 7 ) , the y  fo u n d  tha t  an y w h e r e  fro m  15 . 4 %  to 

52 %  of pe o p l e  ex p e r i e n c e d  PT S D  in the  af t e r m a t h  of pe r s o n a l  vi o l e n c e  (p. 22 9 ) . Th e y  

als o  fo u n d  tha t  “su r v i v o r s  of tra u m a  in v o l v i n g  hu m a n  in t e n t  are  m o r e  th a n  tw i c e  as  lik e l y  

to ex p e r i e n c e  PT S D  as  sur v i v o r s  of no n p e r s o n a l tra u m a , su c h  as ac c i d e n t s  or na t u r a l  

di s a s t e r s . ”  Hu s s a i n  et al.  (2 0 1 5 ) al s o  lin k e d  IP V  wi t h  lo n g  las t i n g  sig n i f i c a n t he a l t h  

pr o b l e m s , al s o  no t i n g  all  the  co n d i t i o n s  lis t e d  by  Br e i d i n g  et al .  (20 1 4 ) . Ti l l - T e n t s c h e r t  

(2 0 1 6 ) no t e d  fin d i n g s  th a t wo m e n  wh o  ex p e r i e n c e d  vi o l e n c e  by  an  ad u l t  pe r p e t r a t o r 

be f o r e  th e  ag e  of 15  ap p e a r e d  to be at gre a t e r ris k  of ex p e r i e n c i n g  ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  

ab u s e  lat e r  in lif e  (p . 18 7 7 ) . Br e i d i n g  et al.  (2 0 1 4 )  als o  rep o r t e d  th a t th e  co s t  fo r 

pr o v i d i n g  ca r e  to all  vic t i m s  of IP V  (n o t ju s t wo m e n )  co s t th e  he a l t h c a r e  sys t e m  in the  

U. S . an y w h e r e  fro m  2.3  to 7 bil l i o n  do l l a r s . Ci t i n g  a 20 0 6  CD C  s ta t i s t i c  fo r  IPV , M i l l e r  

(2 0 1 5 ) pu t  the  na t i o n a l  co s t  at 8.3  bi l l i o n  do l l a r s  (p . 15 7 ) .  

Ch i l d  M a l t r e a t m e n t (C M )  see m e d  to ha v e  ev e n  gre a t e r  lo n g - t e r m  co n s e q u e n c e s  

du e  to im p r e s s i n g  du r i n g  th e  pri m a r y  co g n i t i v e  de v e l o p m e n t a l ye a r s . Ro m a n o  et al .  

(2 0 1 5 ) re l a y e d  th e  fol l o w i n g :   

Ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  an d  ch i l d r e n  wi t h  re c u r r i n g  re p o r t s  ha d  the  hi g h e s t  lik e l i h o o d  of 

em o t i o n a l  dis t u r b a n c e s  co m p a r e d  to ot h e r m a l t r e a t m e n t  typ e s . Ch i l d r e n  wh o  

pr i m a r i l y  ex p e r i e n c e d  ne g l e c t  ha d  the  hi g h e s t  rat e s  of a lat e r m e n t a l  ret a r d a t i o n  

di a g n o s i s . Ch i l d r e n  wi t h  a his t o r y  of se x u a l ab u s e  ha d  the  hi g h e s t  rat e s  of le a r n i n g  

di s a b i l i t i e s . Ch i l d r e n  ex p o s e d  to mu l t i p l e  ty p e s  of m a l t r e a t m e n t  ha d  th e  wo r s t 

ou t c o m e s , wi t h  th e  hig h e s t ra t e s  of ch i l d h o o d  de l a y  an d  oth e r  he a l t h  im p a i r m e n t s . (p. 

42 4 )  
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Ed a l a t i  an d  Kr a n k  (2 0 1 6 )  ass o c i a t e d  ex p o s u r e  to CM  wi t h  an  in c r e a s e d  ris k  for  

de v e l o p i n g  su b s t a n c e  use  di s o r d e r s  (S U D s ) . In th e i r  res e a r c h  th e y  fu r t h e r no t e d  tha t  CM  

ha s  be e n  s tr o n g l y  rel a t e d  to ea r l i e r  ini t i a t i o n  of alc o h o l , ill i c i t  dru g  us e  an d  a hig h e r  rat e  

of sub s t a n c e  us e  in t o  ad u l t h o o d . Th e  re s e a r c h e r s  hi g h l i g h t e d  th e  fac t th a t “c h r o n i c  

su b s t a n c e  use  is ass o c i a t e d  wi t h  im p a i r m e n t s  in co g n i t i v e  fu n c t i o n s . Th e  mo s t  

co n s i s t e n t l y  rep o r t e d  im p a i r m e n t is rel a t e d  to ex e c u t i v e  fu n c t i o n , su c h  as  de f i c i t in 

m e n t a l fle x i b i l i t y , pl a n n i n g , pr o b l e m  so l v i n g , an d  be h a v i o r a l  inh i b i t i o n ”  (p. 46 0 ) . If th a t 

wa s n ’ t ba d  en o u g h , it wa s  al s o  lin k e d  to a hig h e r  rat e  an d  sev e r i t y  of co m o r b i d  

ps y c h i a t r i c  dis o r d e r s , su c h  as PT S D , pe r s o n a l i t y  di s o r d e r s , m a j o r  de p r e s s i v e  di s o r d e r , 

an x i e t y  dis o r d e r s  an d  su i c i d e  att e m p t  in pa t i e n t s  wi t h  su b s t a n c e  de p e n d e n t  dia g n o s i s . 

Ac c o r d i n g  to El d e r t o n  et al .  (20 1 7 ) , se x u a l  an d  rep r o d u c t i v e  pr o b l e m s  ca n  als o  be  th e  

re s u l t of CM . Co g n i t i v e  im p a i r m e n t s  we r e  fou n d  to be  a dir e c t re s u l t  in ab n o r m a l  

de v e l o p m e n t s  in the  hi p p o c a m p u s , am y g d a l a , ce r e b e l l a r  ve r m i s , an d  pr e f r o n t a l co r t e x  

(P F C ) . Th e u  sa i d , “C M  is al s o  ass o c i a t e d  wi t h  EE G  ab n o r m a l i t i e s , en h a n c e d  ac t i v a t i o n  of 

th e  HP A  ax i s , an d  di m i n i s h e d  le f t / r i g h t he m i s p h e r e  in c o r p o r a t i o n , in ad d i t i o n  to 

co g n i t i v e  im p a i r m e n t s  an d  ne u r o p s y c h i a t r i c  di s o r d e r s ”  (p. 23 1 ) . Th e s e  im p a i r m e n t s  

co n t r i b u t e  to red u c e d  int e l l e c t u a l  ab i l i t y , me m o r y , in f o r m a t i o n  pro c e s s i n g , at t e n t i o n , 

wo r k i n g  me m o r y , ex e c u t i v e  fun c t i o n s , an d  in t e l l e c t u a l  de v e l o p m e n t a l  de l a y s , as we l l  as 

dy s l e x i a . Th e  co n s e q u e n c e s  of th e s e  de f i c i e n c i e s  are  di r e c t l y  lin k e d  to ele v a t e d  ra t e s  of 

m a l a d a p t i v e  sel f - a t t i t u d e s , se l f - b l a m e , lo w  se l f - w o r t h , ea r l y  in s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n , ne g l e c t ,  

em o t i o n a l  ab u s e , ph y s i c a l ab u s e , an d  se x u a l  ab u s e . Fu l l e r - T h o m s o n  an d  Ho o p e r  (20 1 4 )  

hi g h l i g h t e d  th e  fa c t th a t “c h i l d r e n  wi t h  va r i o u s  di s a b i l i t i e s  are  3 to 4 tim e s  m o r e  lik e l y  to 

be  ph y s i c a l l y  ab u s e d  tha n  no n d i s a b l e d  pe e r s ”  (p. 15 8 9 ) .  
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Th e  fin d i n g s  reg a r d i n g  sc h o o l pe r f o r m a n c e  we r e  di s t u r b i n g . Ac c o r d i n g  to 

Ro m a n o  et al .  (20 1 5 ) , “C h i l d r e n  wh o  ex p e r i e n c e d  ph y s i c a l ab u s e  ha d  sig n i f i c a n t l y  

hi g h e r - g r a d e  re p e t i t i o n , wh e r e a s  ne g l e c t e d  ch i l d r e n  ha d  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  gr e a t e r  sch o o l  

ab s e n c e s , co m p a r e d  wi t h  no n - m a l t r e a t e d  ch i l d r e n ”  (p. 42 6 ) . In the i r re v i e w  of 29  s tu d i e s  

co v e r i n g  13 , 4 0 1  stu d e n t s , Ro m a n o  et al.  (2 0 1 5 ) fo u n d  th a t  m a l t r e a t e d  ch i l d r e n  we r e  2.0 4  

tim e s  m o r e  lik e l y  to re p e a t a gr a d e  tha n  no n - m a l t r e a t e d  ch i l d r e n  ac r o s s  al l sc h o o l  ye a r s  

an d  als o  no t e d  th a t th e  ris k  of rep e a t i n g  a gra d e  wa s  hi g h e s t  in kin d e r g a r t e n  an d  fir s t  

gr a d e  (p . 42 7 ) . Th e y  als o  rep o r t e d  tha t  ma l t r e a t e d  ch i l d r e n  we r e  1.6 7  tim e s  mo r e  lik e l y  to 

re c e i v e  a po o r En g l i s h / r e a d i n g  gra d e , 1.5 3  tim e s  m o r e  lik e l y  to rec e i v e  a po o r  ma t h  gra d e  

an d  ha d  hig h e r  lev e l s  of sc h o o l pr o b l e m s  in ge n e r a l .  Th e y  al s o  ha d  gr e a t e r  sch o o l  

ab s e n c e s , gr e a t e r  ref e r r a l s  fo r sp e c i a l  se r v i c e s , an d  hi g h e r pl a c e m e n t in sp e c i a l ed u c a t i o n , 

wi t h  bo y s  be i n g  at gr e a t e r  ris k  tha n  gi r l s .  In ad d i t i o n , ma l t r e a t e d  ch i l d r e n  sho w e d  low e r 

ac h i e v e m e n t  tes t  sco r e s  an d  ex p e r i e n c e d  m o r e  fa i l u r e  in co r e  ac a d e m i c  su b j e c t s .  Ch i l d r e n  

su f f e r i n g  fro m  (C M ) al s o  ex h i b i t e d  sig n i f i c a n t l y  hi g h e r  lev e l s  of ex t e r n a l i z i n g  an d  

in t e r n a l i z i n g  be h a v i o r  pr o b l e m s co m p a r e d  wi t h  no n - m a l t r e a t e d  pe e r s . In ad d i t i o n , 

ph y s i c a l l y  ab u s e d  ch i l d r e n  ha d  lo w e r  sel f - c o n c e p t an d  ex p e r i e n c e d  gre a t e r fe e l i n g s  of 

ag g r e s s i o n . Th e  au t h o r s ’  co n c l u s i o n  fro m  the  stu d y  su c c i n c t l y  s ta t e d :  “M a l t r e a t m e n t wa s  

as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  sig n i f i c a n t l y  gre a t e r  co n d u c t di s o r d e r , sc h o o l di f f i c u l t i e s , gra d e  

re p e t i t i o n , low e r  gr a d e s , lo w e r  sta n d a r d i z e d  tes t  sco r e s , an d  gr e a t e r  dis c i p l i n e  ref e r r a l s ”  

(p . 43 6 ) . 

Re g a r d i n g  th e  po t e n t i a l  lon g - t e r m  ve r s u s  sho r t - t e r m  im p l i c a t i o n s  of th e  ma n y  

ef f e c t s  of ab u s e , Ip et al.  (2 0 1 6 ) di s c u s s e d  the  di f f e r e n t i a t i o n  be t w e e n  Ax i s  1 an d  Ax i s  2 

di s o r d e r s  as  de f i n e d  by  the  Di a g n o s t i c  an d  S ta t i s t i c a l  Ma n u a l  of M e n t a l  Di s o r d e r s , Fo u r t h  
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Ed i t i o n  (D S M - I V - T R ; Am e r i c a n  Ps y c h i a t r i c  As s o c i a t i o n , 20 0 0 ) , as  we l l as  the  

re c o v e r y / t r e a t a b i l i t y  po t e n t i a l  fo r nu m e r o u s  di s o r d e r s  re s u l t i n g  fro m  ab u s e .  Th e  au t h o r s  

sa i d , 

Ax i s  I Di s o r d e r s  in c l u d e  di a g n o s e s  tha t  ha v e  ac u t e  sym p t o m s  an d  are  ge n e r a l l y  

tre a t a b l e , su c h  as  m o o d  dis o r d e r , an x i e t y  di s o r d e r , at t e n t i o n  de f i c i t  an d  di s r u p t i v e  

be h a v i o r  dis o r d e r s , s le e p  di s o r d e r , an d  sch i z o p h r e n i a ; wh e r e a s  Ax i s  II dis o r d e r s , su c h  

as  pe r s o n a l i t y  di s o r d e r s , are  us u a l l y  lif e l o n g  m e n t a l  he a l t h  pr o b l e m s  tha t  ari s e  in 

ch i l d h o o d . Li t e r a t u r e  rev i e w s  ha v e  sho w n  tha t  a his t o r y  of ch i l d  ma l t r e a t m e n t of t e n  

re s u l t s  in bo t h  sh o r t -  an d  lon g - t e r m  ad v e r s e  me n t a l he a l t h  ou t c o m e s , ma n i f e s t e d  

th r o u g h  a wi d e  arr a y  of Ax e s  I an d  II psy c h o p a t h o l o g i c a l  co n d i t i o n s . (p . 57 5 )  

He r r e n k o h l  et al .  (2 0 1 6 ) ar g u e d  for  im m e d i a t e  ac t i o n  on  th e  gro u n d s  of esc a l a t i n g  

co s t s  as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  CM . Th e y  cit e d  a 20 1 6  sta t i s t i c  fro m  the  U. S . De p a r t m e n t  of He a l t h  

an d  Hu m a n  Se r v i c e s  (U . S . DH H S ) , ind i c a t i n g  tha t  in fis c a l  ye a r  20 1 5  alo n e , 

ap p r o x i m a t e l y  $8  bi l l i o n  wa s  dis t r i b u t e d  to U. S . s ta t e  an d  ter r i t o r y  ch i l d  we l f a r e  ag e n c i e s  

fo r ch i l d  we l f a r e  se r v i c e s  an d  fo s t e r  ca r e  di r e c t l y  at t r i b u t a b l e  to CM  (p . 36 4 ) . 

 
Se x u a l  Ab u s e  

De f i n i t i o n s  

F i r s t ,  it sh o u l d  be  no t e d  th a t ,  s im i l a r  to ph y s i c a l  ab u s e , the r e  are  nu m e r o u s  

de f i n i t i o n s  an d  su b - c a t e g o r i e s  ass o c i a t e d  wi t h  Se x u a l  Ab u s e  (S A ) . Pe r h a p s  th e  mo s t 

pr e v a l e n t co n t e x t of se x u a l  ab u s e  is in ca s e s  inv o l v i n g  ch i l d r e n , cli n i c a l l y  kn o w n  as  Ch i l d  

Se x u a l Ab u s e  (C S A ) . Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e  (20 1 9 )  de f i n e d  CS A  as “a n y  se x u a l 

ac t i v i t y  th a t  the  ch i l d  ca n n o t  un d e r s t a n d  or gi v e  co n s e n t to . It m a y  inc l u d e  fo n d l i n g , or a l -

ge n i t a l co n t a c t ,  ra p e , ge n i t a l  or an a l  pe n e t r a t i o n , ex h i b i t i o n i s m , vo y e u r i s m , an d  ex p o s u r e  
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to po r n o g r a p h y ”  (p. 18 1 ) . I fee l th a t th i s  is an  ad e q u a t e  de f i n i t i o n  of CS A , an d  it see m s  to 

re f l e c t  de f i n i t i o n s  of CS A  pr o p o s e d  by  ot h e r cu r r e n t re s e a r c h e r s .  W h i l e  the r e  are  va r i o u s  

ot h e r  de f i n i t i o n s  pro p o s e d  by  res e a r c h e r s  for  SA , I op t  no t to inc l u d e  the m  he r e  to av o i d  

re d u n d a n c y . Fr o m  my  re v i e w  of pe e r - r e v i e w e d  jo u r n a l s , it is ap p a r e n t th a t ,  lik e  

de f i n i t i o n s  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e , de f i n i t i o n s  of se x u a l  ab u s e  ar e  ge n e r a l l y  sim i l a r .  M o s t of 

th e m  ali g n  wi t h  th e  de f i n i t i o n  pro v i d e d  by  Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e , bu t in the  ca s e  of 

SA , the y  m a y  om i t  th e  wo r d  “c h i l d ”  or sit u a t i o n s  tha t  spe c i f i c a l l y  ap p l y  to ch i l d r e n , 

re s u l t i n g  in a co m m o n  de f i n i t i o n  of sex u a l  ab u s e . Ho w e v e r , it is im p o r t a n t  for  th e  re a d e r 

to be aw a r e  th a t th e  nu m e r o u s  de f i n i t i o n s  an d  su b c a t e g o r i e s  of SA  ca n  ra i s e  ce r t a i n  

is s u e s . 

Fo r  ins t a n c e , M a t t h e w s  an d  Co l l i n - V e z i n a  (2 0 1 9 )  ob s e r v e d  a lac k  of co n c e p t u a l 

m o d e l s  in de f i n i n g  SA / C S A . Th e y  att r i b u t e d  thi s  to th e  va r i o u s  su b c a t e g o r i e s  wi t h i n  th e  

re a l m  of se x u a l ab u s e , su c h  as  ch i l d  se x u a l as s a u l t ,  ch i l d  se x u a l  vic t i m i z a t i o n , ch i l d  

se x u a l ex p l o i t a t i o n , ad v e r s e  sex u a l  ex p e r i e n c e s , an d  un w a n t e d  sex u a l  ex p e r i e n c e s .  Th e s e  

co m m o n l y  use d  co n c e p t s  ar e  fre q u e n t l y  am b i g u o u s  an d  di v e r s e  (p . 13 2 ) . Th e y  al s o  

hi g h l i g h t e d  th e  gr o w i n g  im p o r t a n c e  of the s e  de f i n i t i o n s  an d  su b c a t e g o r i e s  wh e n  vi e w e d  

th r o u g h  th e  len s e s  of pu b l i c  he a l t h , law , an d  pu b l i c  po l i c y : “T h e  la c k  of a sh a r e d  

un d e r s t a n d i n g  of wh a t  dif f e r e n t  ex p e r i e n c e s  sh o u l d  be  ca l l e d , an d  wh y , ca n  dis t o r t  or 

lim i t  the  ca p a c i t y  of re s e a r c h e r s , cl i n i c i a n s , leg i s l a t o r s , po l i c y m a k e r s , an d  co m m u n i t i e s  to 

m e a s u r e , tre a t ,  pr e v e n t , in t e r r u p t , an d  res p o n d  to sex u a l  ab u s e ”  (p . 13 4 ) . Th e r e f o r e , 

re g a r d i n g  de f i n i t i o n s , it is im p o r t a n t fo r  the  re a d e r  to un d e r s t a n d  th a t th e r e  is no  cl e a r - c u t 

de f i n i t i o n  for  SA  or CS A , an d  th a t  di f f e r e n t  de f i n i t i o n s  ar e  oft e n  us e d  am o n g  dif f e r e n t  

re s e a r c h e r s , leg a l  ins t i t u t i o n s , an d  po l i c y m a k e r s .  
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S t a t i s t i c s  

Re f e r e n c i n g  the  CD C , Do e  (20 1 6 )  sta t e d  th a t  

1 in 6 bo y s  an d  1 in 4 gir l s  ar e  sex u a l l y  ab u s e d  be f o r e  ag e  18 … C h i l d r e n  or 

ad o l e s c e n t s  ar e  2 to1 3 . 7  tim e s  m o r e  lik e l y  to be vi c t i m i z e d  as ad u l t s .  Th i s  me a n s  tha t  

th e  ra t i o  in c r e a s e s  in t o  ad u l t h o o d  to 1 in 5 m e n  an d  1 in 2 wo m e n . (1 : 0 8 )  

Fr o m  th i s  s im p l e  sta t i s t i c  it is ob v i o u s  th a t CS A  di r e c t l y  co r r e l a t e s  to a ris e  of SA  in t o  

ad u l t h o o d . In a re c e n t m e t a - a n a l y s i s  of 65  pr e v a l e n c e  s tu d i e s  co v e r i n g  22  co u n t r i e s , 

P l u m m e r an d  Co s s i n s  (2 0 1 8 )  fou n d  th a t 19 . 7 %  of wo m e n  an d  7.9 %  of me n  ha d  

ex p e r i e n c e d  CS A  be f o r e  the  ag e  of 18  (p . 28 8 ) . S im i l a r l y , Ab e l  et al .  (20 1 8 )  re p o r t e d  in 

th e i r  me t a - a n a l y s i s  tha t  on  av e r a g e , ne a r l y  10 %  of stu d e n t s  ha v e  be e n  vic t i m s  of se x u a l 

ab u s e  or m i s c o n d u c t by  sc h o o l  em p l o y e e s  or vo l u n t e e r s  (p . 13 ) . No t a b l y , at so m e  hi g h  

sc h o o l s , as  ma n y  as  50 . 3 %  of th e  s tu d e n t s  ha d  be e n  vic t i m i z e d  at so m e  po i n t  du r i n g  the i r 

ed u c a t i o n . 

Ti l l - T e n t s c h e r t  (2 0 1 6 ) fo u n d  tha t  wo m e n  wh o  we r e  ex p o s e d  to se x u a l ab u s e  in 

ch i l d h o o d  we r e  fou r  tim e s  m o r e  lik e l y  to ex p e r i e n c e  se x u a l m i s t r e a t m e n t  in a pa r t n e r s h i p  

(p p . 18 8 8 – 1 8 8 9 ) . He r re s e a r c h  ind i c a t e d  th a t ap p r o x i m a t e l y  52 %  of wo m e n  wh o  re p o r t e d  

so m e  fo r m  of sex u a l  or ph y s i c a l vi o l e n c e  be f o r e  the  ag e  of 15  als o  ex p e r i e n c e d  

su b s e q u e n t  ph y s i c a l or se x u a l vi o l e n c e  in ad u l t h o o d . In co n t r a s t ,  on l y  24 %  of th o s e  wh o  

di d  no t ex p e r i e n c e  suc h  vi o l e n c e  in ch i l d h o o d  we n t on  to ex p e r i e n c e  vi o l e n c e  as  ad u l t  

wo m e n . Th e  res e a r c h  co n s i s t e n t l y  su g g e s t s  a cle a r as s o c i a t i o n  be t w e e n  ea r l y  ch i l d h o o d  

ab u s e  an d  co n t i n u e d  hi g h  rat e s  of ab u s e  int o  ad u l t h o o d . Ho w e v e r , th e  qu e s t i o n  ar i s e s : 

wh o  ar e  the  pe r p e t r a t o r s  of th i s  ab u s e ?  
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Ou t  of the  3,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  ca s e s  of ch i l d  ma l t r e a t m e n t re p o r t e d  in th e  U. S . ea c h  ye a r , 

ap p r o x i m a t e l y  20 %  in v o l v e  se x u a l ab u s e . Mo s t  pe r p e t r a t o r s  ar e  me n , an d  in 70 – 9 0 %  of 

ca s e s , th e  pe r p e t r a t o r is kn o w n  to the  ch i l d  (B a b a k h a n l o u  & Be a t t i e , 20 1 9 , p. 18 5 ) . Th e s e  

sta t i s t i c s  ali g n  wi t h  th e  fin d i n g s  of Ab e l  et al .  (20 1 8 ) , wh o  re p o r t e d  th a t  ab o u t 10 %  of 

ch i l d r e n  an d  ad o l e s c e n t s  are  se x u a l l y  ab u s e d  by  ad u l t s  ca r i n g  for  th e m  ou t s i d e  the  ho m e . 

P l u m m e r an d  Co s s i n s  (2 0 1 8 )  no t e d  th a t gi r l s  are  m o r e  lik e l y  tha n  bo y s  to be  ab u s e d  by  a 

fa m i l y  m e m b e r , pa r t i c u l a r l y  a pa r e n t a l fig u r e  or ol d e r  rel a t i v e , of t e n  by  som e o n e  11  or 

m o r e  ye a r s  ol d e r th a n  the m . Co n v e r s e l y , bo y s  are  mo r e  lik e l y  to be  ab u s e d  by  a 

no n f a m i l y  m e m b e r  wh o  is kn o w n  to th e m . W h e n  bo y s  ex p e r i e n c e  ab u s e  wi t h i n  th e  ho m e , 

it’ s  les s  lik e l y  to be pe r p e t r a t e d  by  a pa r e n t or gra n d p a r e n t ;  ins t e a d , it’ s  m o r e  lik e l y  to be  

by  a rel a t i v e  clo s e r  in ag e , su c h  as  an  ol d e r  co u s i n  or sib l i n g , us u a l l y  no  m o r e  th a n  5 

ye a r s  ol d e r (p . 30 1 ) . Se t o  (2 0 1 9 ) su g g e s t e d  th a t ch i l d r e n  are  at rel a t i v e l y  gr e a t e r  ris k  fro m  

ste p f a t h e r  fig u r e s  th a n  fro m  bio l o g i c a l  fat h e r s .  In ad d i t i o n , ch i l d r e n  liv i n g  in low e r -

in c o m e  ho u s e h o l d s  an d  tho s e  su b j e c t e d  to so c i a l  iso l a t i o n  or re j e c t i o n  by  pe e r s  ar e  at 

hi g h e r  ris k  fo r CS A . Vu l n e r a b l e  ad u l t  vi c t i m s  of SA  of t e n  ex h i b i t  ch a r a c t e r i s t i c s  su c h  as 

be i n g  fe m a l e , ha v i n g  a hi s t o r y  of ch i l d h o o d  or ad o l e s c e n t se x u a l ab u s e , an d  be i n g  un d e r  

th e  in f l u e n c e  of al c o h o l or dr u g s  (p . 7) . 

Tu r c h i k  et al.  (2 0 1 6 ) id e n t i f i e d  an o t h e r  de m o g r a p h i c  wi t h  sig n i f i c a n t l y  hig h e r  

ra t e s  of CS A  an d  SA . Re f e r r i n g  to CD C  da t a  on  th e  LG B T Q  co m m u n i t y , th e y  rep o r t e d  

th a t  13 . 1 %  of le s b i a n s  an d  46 . 1 %  of bis e x u a l wo m e n  ha v e  ex p e r i e n c e d  rap e  in the i r 

lif e t i m e , wh i l e  46 . 4 %  of les b i a n s , 74 . 9 %  of bis e x u a l wo m e n , 40 . 2 %  of ga y  m e n , an d  

47 . 4 %  of bi s e x u a l  me n  ha v e  ex p e r i e n c e d  oth e r  for m s  of se x u a l vi o l e n c e . Ind i v i d u a l s  wi t h  

se v e r e  m e n t a l ill n e s s  (SM I ) al s o  fac e  a he i g h t e n e d  ris k  of se x u a l ab u s e  (p. 13 9 ) . O’ H a r e  
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et al .  (2 0 1 5 )  hi g h l i g h t e d  th e  pre v a l e n c e  of tra u m a t i c  ev e n t s  su c h  as  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l 

ab u s e , wi t n e s s i n g  vi o l e n c e , or ex p e r i e n c i n g  lif e - t h r e a t e n i n g  ill n e s s  or inj u r y  am o n g  

pe o p l e  wi t h  sch i z o p h r e n i a  sp e c t r u m  an d  m a j o r  mo o d  di s o r d e r s , wi t h  ra t e s  of 

ex p e r i e n c i n g  on e  or mo r e  tra u m a t i c  ev e n t s  ap p r o a c h i n g  90 %  or m o r e  wi t h i n  the i r 

lif e t i m e . Th e y  sp e c i f i c a l l y  re p o r t e d  th a t  “4 4 . 7 %  of cl i e n t s  wi t h  SM I re p o r t e d  ch i l d h o o d  

se x u a l as s a u l t (fe m a l e s , 52 . 0 % ; m a l e s , 35 . 5 % ) . Ra t e s  of se x u a l  ass a u l t  du r i n g  ad u l t h o o d  

we r e  rep o r t e d  by  46 . 7 %  (fe m a l e s , 63 . 6 % ; m a l e s , 25 . 9 % ) ”  (p . 12 1 6 ) . Ov e r  ha l f of all  

fe m a l e s  wi t h  SM I (5 3 . 6 % ) ha d  ex p e r i e n c e d  sex u a l  ab u s e  at lea s t on c e , wi t h  31 %  

re p o r t i n g  m u l t i p l e  ep i s o d e s . Th e s e  s ta t i s t i c s  fa r  ex c e e d  th o s e  of the  ge n e r a l po p u l a t i o n , 

wh e r e  1 in 6 m a l e s  an d  1 in 4 fe m a l e s  are  se x u a l l y  ab u s e d . 

De s p i t e  th e  s ta t i s t i c a l  in f o r m a t i o n , it’ s  im p o r t a n t  to ac k n o w l e d g e  tha t  the s e  

nu m b e r s  are  lik e l y  ina c c u r a t e  du e  to s ig n i f i c a n t  un d e r r e p o r t i n g . Bo t t o m s  et al.  (2 0 1 4 ) 

fo u n d  tha t  a “s u b s t a n t i a l  mi n o r i t y  of vi c t i m s  fa i l e d  to ev e r  dis c l o s e  th e i r  sex u a l  ab u s e  

(2 3 % ) , ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  (3 4 % ) , em o t i o n a l  ab u s e  (20 % ) ”  (p . 13 1 0 ) . Te n e r an d  M u r p h y  

(2 0 1 5 ) co n c u r r e d , no t i n g  th a t m a n y  sur v i v o r s  of CS A  ne v e r  sh a r e  th e i r  sto r i e s , wi t h  “o n e  

in fiv e  sur v i v o r s  ne v e r di s c l o s e d  the i r ch i l d h o o d  se x u a l  ab u s e , an d  ne a r l y  60 %  de l a y e d  

di s c l o s u r e  fo r m o r e  th a n  5 ye a r s  af t e r  the  fir s t ep i s o d e . ”  In ad d i t i o n , le s s  th a n  on e - t h i r d  

di s c l o s e d  th e  ab u s e  du r i n g  ch i l d h o o d , wi t h  m o s t  su r v i v o r s  wa i t i n g  an  av e r a g e  of 21  ye a r s  

be f o r e  di s c l o s i n g  du r i n g  ad u l t h o o d . 

Do e  (2 0 1 6 )  lis t e d  the  fo l l o w i n g  co m m o n  re a s o n s  wh y  pe o p l e  do  no t re p o r t .  (N o t e  

th a t  m o s t  of the  fo l l o w i n g  rea s o n s  are  fe a r  ba s e d ) . Ad d  the  wo r d s  “f e a r  of ”  to ea c h  ite m :  

re t a l i a t i o n , no  on e  he l p i n g , no  on e  be l i e v i n g  th e m , th e r e  no t  be i n g  en o u g h  ev i d e n c e , the y  

m i s u n d e r s t o o d  the  ab u s e , ge t t i n g  so m e o n e  in tro u b l e , th e  jus t i c e  sy s t e m , no  on e  ca n  he l p , 
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it wi l l ge t  wo r s e , di s r u p t i n g  re l a t i o n s h i p s , cri t i c i s m , int e r r o g a t i o n , be i n g  ex a m i n e d , be i n g  

ju d g e d . Ot h e r  no n - f e a r - b a s e d  rea s o n s  for  no t  sha r i n g  we r e :  an g e r , gu i l t ,  po w e r l e s s n e s s , 

em b a r r a s s m e n t , de p r e s s i o n , iso l a t i o n , de n i a l ,  sh a m e , di s b e l i e f ,  em o t i o n a l sh o c k  or an  

in a b i l i t y  to ex p l a i n  (a s  in the  ca s e  of sm a l l  ch i l d r e n  or the  in c a p a c i t a t e d ; p. 6: 1 0 ) . 

 
In d i c a t o r s  

Th e  ce n t r a l in q u i r y  of thi s  pro j e c t is : Ho w  ca n  rel i g i o u s  lea d e r s  id e n t i f y  CS A  an d  

SA ?  Ba b a k h a n l o u  an d  Be a t t i e  (2 0 1 9 )  ac k n o w l e d g e d  th a t re c o g n i z i n g  se x u a l  ab u s e  ca n  be  

ch a l l e n g i n g , as  sig n s  an d  sy m p t o m s  m a y  be va g u e , an d  in d i v i d u a l s  ma y  re f r a i n  fro m  

re p o r t i n g  du e  to “fe a r  of co n s e q u e n c e s ”  (p . 18 6 ) . Ho w e v e r , Do e  (2 0 1 6 ) , a cl i n i c a l  

se x o l o g i s t ,  ha s  co m p i l e d  th e  mo s t co m p r e h e n s i v e  lis t  of sig n s  an d  sy m p t o m s  I ha v e  

en c o u n t e r e d  in m y  res e a r c h . Sh e  de l i n e a t e d  th e  fo l l o w i n g  ind i c a t o r s  of SA  ac r o s s  thr e e  

ag e  ca t e g o r i e s : ch i l d h o o d , ad o l e s c e n c e , an d  ad u l t h o o d . 

Co m m o n  s ig n s  of se x u a l ab u s e  in ch i l d r e n : Ni g h t m a r e s , tro u b l e  s le e p i n g , ch a n g e  in 

ea t i n g  ha b i t s ,  ref u s i n g  to ea t ,  lo s s  or inc r e a s e  in ap p e t i t e , di f f i c u l t y  sw a l l o w i n g , mo o d  

sw i n g s , rag e s , ins e c u r i t y , cli n g i n e s s , wi t h d r a w a l , ex c e s s i v e  cr y i n g , fe a r of ne w  or 

un u s u a l pe o p l e  an d  pl a c e s , be i n g  sex u a l  wi t h  to y s , pe t s , or ot h e r  ch i l d r e n , pr o v o k i n g  

co n v e r s a t i o n s  ab o u t se x , dr a w i n g  se x u a l  thi n g s , te l l i n g  sex u a l  sto r i e s , us i n g  ne w  

wo r d s  fo r th e i r  ge n i t a l s ,  fe c a l  an d  uri n a r y  in c o n t i n e n c e , res i s t a n c e  to ge t t i n g  

un d r e s s e d , sa y i n g  “m y  bo d y  is dir t y , ug l y  or ba d , ”  dif f i c u l t y  wa l k i n g  or sit t i n g , m a y  

no t  wa n t to go  ho m e , m a y  be  ov e r l y  co m p l i a n t , wa t c h f u l  lik e  som e t h i n g  ba d  is go i n g  

to ha p p e n , di s t r e s s e d  by  fla s h b a c k s , ha s  un e x p l a i n e d  gif t s  an d  m o n e y , me n t i o n  of 

se c r e t s , a ne w  old e r  or “s p e c i a l ”  fri e n d  an d  ot h e r ph y s i c a l  or ve r b a l s ig n s  of ab u s e  

th a t  of t e n  co i n c i d e  wi t h  se x u a l ab u s e . Ot h e r s ig n s  ca n  in c l u d e :  Ur i n a r y  tra c t 
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in f e c t i o n s , sex u a l l y  tra n s m i t t e d  in f e c t i o n s  (S T I ’ s ) ,  pa i n  an d  bl e e d i n g  wh e n  go i n g  to 

th e  ba t h r o o m  an d  bo d i l y  di s c h a r g e s  on  th e m  su c h  as  blo o d  or sem e n .  

Co m m o n  s ig n s  of se x u a l ab u s e  in ad o l e s c e n t s :  Se l f - i n j u r y  (cu t t i n g , bu r n i n g ) , 

in a d e q u a t e  pe r s o n a l hy g i e n e , dru g  an d  al c o h o l  ab u s e , se x u a l  pro m i s c u i t y , ru n n i n g  

aw a y  fro m  ho m e , tro u b l e  co n c e n t r a t i n g  in sc h o o l , tru a n c y  (sk i p p i n g  sc h o o l ) ,  

de p r e s s i o n , an x i e t y , su i c i d e  att e m p t s , fea r  of in t i m a c y  or clo s e n e s s , co m p u l s i v e  ea t i n g  

or die t i n g , ag g r e s s i o n , ma s t u r b a t i n g  ex c e s s i v e l y  or in pu b l i c , se x u a l in t e r e s t to w a r d s  

ch i l d r e n , lo w  ga s t r o i n t e s t i n a l  fun c t i o n i n g , pre g n a n c y , pl u s  ev e r y t h i n g  els e  a yo u n g e r 

ch i l d  m i g h t  ex h i b i t .   

Co m m o n  s ig n s  of se x u a l ab u s e  in ad u l t s :  Se x u a l  di f f i c u l t i e s , los s  of in t e r e s t in 

se x , co m p u l s i v e  sex u a l  be h a v i o r s , tur m o i l in clo s e  re l a t i o n s h i p s , de p r e s s i o n , an g e r , 

fe a r  (e s p e c i a l l y  wh e n  tri g g e r e d  by  re m i n d e r s  of the  ab u s e ) un c e r t a i n t y  of pe r s o n a l  

sa f e t y , ne g l e c t of :  ho u s e , jo b , ch i l d r e n , an d  ba n k  ac c o u n t s , tro u b l e  co n c e n t r a t i n g , 

str u g g l i n g  at wo r k  or sc h o o l , fe e l i n g s  of gu i l t  or sha m e , ne g a t i v e  se l f - i m a g e , sen s e  of 

di r t i n e s s  bo t h  in s i d e  an d  ou t , pr e v a l e n t  dis t r u s t  of ot h e r s  an d  em o t i o n a l  nu m b n e s s  

(D o e , 20 1 6 ) .  

Th e s e  are  al l sig n s  of ab u s e  th a t ca n  sig n i f i c a n t l y  as s i s t in ide n t i f y i n g  po t e n t i a l  

ca s e s , wi t h  the  ai m  of int e r v e n i n g  an d  ho p e f u l l y  pu t t i n g  an  en d  to SA . Ho w e v e r , is th e r e  

m o r e  th a t  ca n  be  do n e  to po t e n t i a l l y  pre v e n t  ab u s e  be f o r e  it s ta r t s ?  Ed u c a t i n g  an d  tra i n i n g  

ch i l d r e n  on  th e  is s u e  co u l d  be  on e  so l u t i o n , bu t  th i s  tas k  ra r e l y  fal l s  wi t h i n  th e  job  

de s c r i p t i o n  or re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of a re l i g i o u s  lea d e r .  So , wh a t  ac t i o n s  ca n  re l i g i o u s  le a d e r s  

tak e ?  W e l l ,  th e y  ca n  pr o t e c t  the  flo c k  by  le a r n i n g  som e  co m m o n  tra i t s  of SA  wo l v e s . 

Pa s t o r s , rab b i s , pri e s t s ,  etc . ,  m a y  als o  be  am o n g  th e  fir s t  to re c o g n i z e  po t e n t i a l  sig n s  of 
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ab u s e r s . Th i s  is pa r t i c u l a r l y  rel e v a n t in ca s e s  wh e r e  a sch o o l  or da y c a r e  fac i l i t y  is dir e c t l y  

af f i l i a t e d  wi t h  a ch u r c h  or g a n i z a t i o n , a sit u a t i o n  tha t  is be c o m i n g  les s  co m m o n  bu t s ti l l 

pr e v a l e n t . 

 
Ca u s e s  

W h e n  ex a m i n i n g  ca u s e s , we  inv e s t i g a t e  th e  sta t i s t i c s , co m m o n  tra i t s ,  m e t h o d s  

em p l o y e d , ba c k g r o u n d s , an d  ex t e r n a l in f l u e n c e s  of pe r p e t r a t o r s .  Re l i g i o u s  le a d e r s  

fa m i l i a r i z i n g  th e m s e l v e s  wi t h  the s e  tra i t s  ca n  m o r e  ea s i l y  id e n t i f y  po t e n t i a l re d  fla g s  in 

th e i r  ch u r c h e s  an d  co n v e y  th e m  to tea c h e r s , ca m p g r o u n d  s ta f f ,  an d  hu m a n  re s o u r c e  

pa n e l s  wh e n  hi r i n g . Cl e r g y  ca n  pr o v i d e  qu e s t i o n s  fo r fu t u r e  po t e n t i a l  em p l o y e e s  to as k  

wh e n  lis t i n g  th e i r  ref e r e n c e s  on  re s u m e s . “T h e  CD C  rec o m m e n d s  tha t  all  yo u t h  se r v i c e  

or g a n i z a t i o n s  pro t e c t ch i l d r e n  by  un d e r t a k i n g  pr e v e n t i v e  scr e e n i n g  of all  job  ap p l i c a n t s ”  

(A b e l  et al. ,  20 1 8 , p. 4) . Ho w e v e r , re s e a r c h  no t e s  th a t  th e s e  pr e c a u t i o n s  ar e  no t fo o l p r o o f .  

Ab e l  et al .  (20 1 8 )  we n t  on  to s ta t e  th e  fo l l o w i n g :   

Th e  gr e a t e s t fa i l i n g  of th e s e  ch e c k s  is tha t  the y  id e n t i f y  so fe w  ad u l t s  (le s s  tha n  0.2 %  

of job  ap p l i c a n t s )  as  ha v i n g  se x u a l  of f e n s e  his t o r i e s . Th e  ch e c k s  id e n t i f y  ve r y  few  

pe o p l e  wh o  pre s e n t a ris k  be c a u s e  the y  de p e n d  on  the  jo b  ap p l i c a n t  ha v i n g  al r e a d y  

be e n  co n v i c t e d  of ch i l d  se x u a l ab u s e . In ad d i t i o n , mo s t  ind i v i d u a l s  wh o  ha v e  sex u a l l y  

ab u s e d  ch i l d r e n  ar e  no t  co n v i c t e d , as ill u s t r a t e d  by  tw o  s tu d i e s  tha t  fou n d  th a t on l y  

6%  of al l ch i l d  se x u a l ab u s e  ca s e s  we r e  rep o r t e d  to th e  po l i c e . (p . 4) 

De s p i t e  th e  lo w  nu m b e r s  th a t sc r e e n i n g  se e m s  to ca t c h  in th e  ap p l i c a t i o n  pr o c e s s  

fo r se x u a l hi s t o r i e s , th e  scr e e n i n g  pr o c e s s  ca n  be  see n  as  a de t e r r e n t  for  an y  po t e n t i a l  

em p l o y e e  wh o  m a y  ha v e  th e  po t e n t i a l  for  CS A , co n v e y i n g  th e  me s s a g e  th a t th e  hir i n g  

or g a n i z a t i o n  is no t  an  ea s y  ta r g e t  for  pr e d a t o r s . It eff e c t i v e l y  re l a y s  the  m e s s a g e , “W e  
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ha v e  ma n y  ad u l t s  wh o  ar e  aw a r e  of CS A  an d  are  vi g i l a n t . ”  Ab e l et al .  (2 0 1 8 ) s ta t e d  tha t  

20 . 8 %  of al l ch i l d r e n  wi l l  be  sex u a l l y  ab u s e d . Th e y  als o  no t e d  in th e i r  res e a r c h  th a t fo r  

m a l e s , “th e  pr e v a l e n c e  ra t e  fo r  hid d e n  ch i l d  m o l e s t e r s  or ad m i t t e r s  wa s  as s u m e d  to be  

7% . . .  Fo r fe m a l e s , the  pr e v a l e n c e  rat e  for  hid d e n  ch i l d  m o l e s t e r s  an d  ad m i t t e r s  wa s  

as s e s s e d  to be  4% ”  (p. 2) .  Th i s  im p l i e s  th a t ch i l d  m o l e s t e r s  are  lik e l y  to ab u s e  mo r e  th a n  

on e  vic t i m , as  the  sta t i s t i c s  of the  ab u s e d  fa r  ou t w e i g h  th o s e  of the  ab u s e r s .  Th e s e  au t h o r s  

co n t i n u e d :  

It wa s  re a s o n a b l e  to as s u m e  th a t th e y  we r e  at gre a t e r ris k  to do  so in th e  fut u r e  

be c a u s e  re c i d i v i s m  rat e s  fo r  sex u a l  ab u s e r s  of ch i l d r e n  ran g e  fro m  22 %  to 32 % . 

Th e s e  rat e s , ba s e d  on  a se x u a l  ab u s e r  of ch i l d r e n  be i n g  co n v i c t e d  an d  th e n  be i n g  

re c o n v i c t e d , ar e  lik e l y  we l l  be l o w  th e  rec i d i v i s m  ra t e s  of suc h  ab u s e r s  wh o  ha v e  

ne v e r be e n  co n v i c t e d . (p. 15 )   

In oth e r  wo r d s , the  sta t i s t i c s  ind i c a t e  th a t th o s e  wh o  ha v e  ne v e r  be e n  ca u g h t  of t e n  ab u s e  

m u l t i p l e  vic t i m s . 

As  be f o r e , Do e  (20 1 6 )  pr o v i d e d  an o t h e r  co m p r e h e n s i v e  lis t ,  th i s  tim e  de t a i l i n g  

co m m o n  tra i t s  of t e n  ex h i b i t e d  by  ab u s e r s .   

S i g n s  of po t e n t i a l  pe r p e t r a t o r s  of se x u a l ab u s e : Ge n e r a l l y  m a k e s  ot h e r s  fe e l  

un c o m f o r t a b l e , ref u s e s  to let  pe o p l e  se t th e i r  ow n  lim i t s , ins i s t s  in un w a n t e d  to u c h , 

wa l k s  in on  pe o p l e , un s u c c e s s f u l  rel a t i o n s h i p s  wi t h  pe e r s , ne e d y , po s s e s s i v e , ab u s i v e  

in oth e r  wa y s , co n t r o l l i n g , vi c t i m  of ch i l d  ab u s e , ref e r s  to sex u a l  im a g e s  an d  s to r i e s  

ar o u n d  ch i l d r e n , ex p o s e s  m i n o r s  to ad u l t se x u a l in t e r a c t i o n s  wi t h o u t  co n c e r n , ha s  

se c r e t  or pl a n n e d  me e t - u p s  wi t h  te e n s  or lit t l e  on e s , ex c h a n g e s  un u s u a l l y  fre q u e n t  

ca l l s ,  tex t s  an d  em a i l s  wi t h  ki d s , is ov e r l y  int e r e s t e d  in th e  se x u a l i t y  of a ch i l d  or tee n , 
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in t e r f e r e s  wi t h  th e  ch i l d ’ s  da t i n g  lif e , ta l k s  ab o u t  the  ch i l d ’ s  ap p e a r a n c e , gi v e s  

ch i l d r e n  un e x p l a i n e d  gi f t s  or m o n e y , all o w s  ki d s  to be  sex u a l l y  in a p p r o p r i a t e  wi t h  

ea c h  oth e r , too  go o d  to be  tru e .  

Is th e r e  an y  re s e a r c h  on  the  m e t h o d s  em p l o y e d  by  ab u s e r s ?  (E l l i o t t ,  20 1 7 , p. 84 -

88 )  spe c i f i c a l l y  ex a m i n e d  th e  be h a v i o r s  of pe r p e t r a t o r s  of CS A  in his  ar t i c l e  tit l e d  “A  

Se l f - R e g u l a t i o n  Mo d e l  of Se x u a l  Gr o o m i n g . ”  F i r s t ,  let ’ s  de f i n e  gr o o m i n g . El l i o t t  cit e s  

th r e e  pr e v i o u s  de f i n i t i o n s  of gr o o m i n g . Th e  fir s t  co m e s  fro m  Cr a v e n  et al . (2 0 0 6 ) , wh o  

de f i n e d  gr o o m i n g  as “a  pr o c e s s  by  wh i c h  a pe r s o n  pr e p a r e s  a ch i l d , sig n i f i c a n t  ad u l t s ,  

an d  the  en v i r o n m e n t fo r  the  ab u s e  of th i s  ch i l d , in c l u d i n g  ga i n i n g  ac c e s s  to th e  ch i l d , 

ga i n i n g  th e  ch i l d ’ s  co m p l i a n c e , an d  ma i n t a i n i n g  th e  ch i l d ’ s  se c r e c y ”  (p . 84 ) . Se c o n d , 

M c A l i n d e n  (2 0 0 6 ) de s c r i b e d  it th i s  wa y :  “T h e  lit e r a l te r m  ‘to  gr o o m ’  m e a n s  to ‘pr e p a r e , 

as  for  a sp e c i f i c  po s i t i o n  or pu r p o s e ’  or ‘to  pr e p a r e  for  a fu t u r e  rol e  or fu n c t i o n ’ ”  (as  cit e d  

in El l i o t t ,  20 1 7 , p. 84 ) .  

Th e  th i r d  de f i n i t i o n  wa s  by  Ol s o n  et al.  (2 0 0 7 ) : “T h e  su b t l e  co m m u n i c a t i o n  

str a t e g i e s  th a t ch i l d  se x u a l  ab u s e r s  us e  to pre p a r e  the i r po t e n t i a l vi c t i m s  to ac c e p t  the  

se x u a l co n t a c t ”  (as  cit e d  in El l i o t t ,  20 1 7 , p. 54 ) . El l i o t t  pr o c e e d e d  to ou t l i n e  th e  gro o m i n g  

pr o c e s s  in a s te p - b y - s t e p  ap p r o a c h . F i r s t ,  in all  typ e s  of gr o o m i n g , th e r e  is a pr e p a r a t o r y  

pr o c e s s  wi d e l y  re c o g n i z e d  as  a co m m o n  fea t u r e  in the  se x u a l of f e n d i n g  pro c e s s .  Du r i n g  

th i s  ph a s e , th e  off e n d e r  en g a g e s  in be h a v i o r s  ai m e d  at cu l t i v a t i n g  a rel a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  the  

vi c t i m  be f o r e  in i t i a t i n g  se x u a l co n t a c t .  “F u r t h e r m o r e , se x  off e n d e r s  m a y  at t e m p t (o r  ma y  

be  req u i r e d )  to en g a g e  in the  sa m e  ty p e s  of be h a v i o r  to de v e l o p  rel a t i o n s h i p s  wi t h  

ca r e g i v e r s , gu a r d i a n s , an d  oth e r s  in th e  wi d e r  co m m u n i t y  in ord e r  to ga i n  ac c e s s  to 

ch i l d r e n ”  (E l l i o t t ,  20 1 7 , p. 91 ) . He  als o  ob s e r v e d  th a t no t  all  sex  of f e n s e s  in v o l v e  a 
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pr e p a r a t o r y  pr o c e s s , bu t  he co n v e y e d  th a t se x u a l as s a u l t s  ra r e l y  oc c u r sp o n t a n e o u s l y , an d  

nu m e r o u s  stu d i e s  “h a v e  fo u n d  tha t  a m a j o r i t y  of se x u a l  of f e n d e r s  se l f - r e p o r t  en g a g i n g  in 

be h a v i o r s  aim e d  at es t a b l i s h i n g  a re l a t i o n s h i p  wi t h  th e i r  vic t i m  be f o r e  in i t i a t i n g  se x u a l 

co n t a c t ”  (p. 91 ) . 

El l i o t t  (2 0 1 7 ) de l i n e a t e d  fo u r  ma i n  seq u e n c e s  tha t  typ i c a l l y  un f o l d  ov e r tim e  in 

th e  gr o o m i n g  pr o c e s s :  (1)  ga i n i n g  ac c e s s — t h e  ca u s a l fa c t o r  th a t  pr e d i c t s  ac t i o n ;  (2)  the  

cy c l e  of en t r a p m e n t — t h e  ac t i o n  fa c t o r ; (3 ) co m m u n i c a t i v e  res p o n s e s  to se x u a l ac t s — t h e  

in t e r v e n i n g  fa c t o r ; an d  (4 ) on g o i n g  se x u a l  ab u s e — t h e  ou t c o m e  fac t o r . Ea c h  of th e s e  

fa c t o r s  is ind i r e c t l y  sh a p e d  by  the  co n t e x t u a l  en v i r o n m e n t , inc l u d i n g  tim e , cu l t u r e , an d  

dy n a m i c s  of po w e r an d  co n t r o l .  S te p  2 “t h e  ac t i o n  fa c t o r ”  ha s  at its  co r e  th e  ph e n o m e n o n  

of de c e p t i v e  tru s t  de v e l o p m e n t , de s c r i b e d  as th e  ph e n o m e n o n  th a t  en a b l e s  the  pr o t a g o n i s t 

to gro o m , iso l a t e , an d  ap p r o a c h  th e  ch i l d . “T h e  su c c e s s  of th e  ap p r o a c h  is de p e n d e n t on  

th e  s tr a t e g y  use d  an d  th e  res p o n s e  of th e  vic t i m ”  (E l l i o t t ,  20 1 7 , pp . 92 – 9 3 ) . Pe r p e t r a t o r s  

co m m o n l y  em p l o y  wh a t ca n  be  ter m e d  as  in c e n t i v e s . F i r s t l y , th e r e  ar e  mo r a l in c e n t i v e s  

th a t  co n v e y  the  no t i o n  th a t se x u a l co n t a c t  is be n e f i c i a l or he a l t h y . Th e s e  m a y  inv o l v e  

ex p l o i t i n g  th e  ta r g e t ’ s  in n a t e  dr i v e s , su c h  as cu r i o s i t y , ex p l o r a t i o n , m a s t e r y , clo s e n e s s , 

in t i m a c y , an d  av o i d a n c e  of co n f l i c t .  In su c h  ins t a n c e s , se x u a l i z e d  ga m e s  are  of t e n  

em p l o y e d  to es t a b l i s h  ra p p o r t .  Co n v e r s e l y , co e r c i v e  inc e n t i v e s  tak e  th e  for m  of th r e a t s , 

bl a m e , an d  ne g a t i v e  co n s e q u e n c e s  fo r  no n c o m p l i a n c e . Th e s e  ta c t i c s  oft e n  inc l u d e  

br i b e r y , gif t s ,  m o n e y , fla t t e r y , em o t i o n a l m a n i p u l a t i o n , co e r c i o n , an d  thr e a t s  dir e c t e d  

to w a r d s  th e  tar g e t ,  th e i r  fam i l y , or the i r pe t s .  Nu m e r o u s  res e a r c h e r s  ha v e  ob s e r v e d  tha t  

of f e n d e r s , es p e c i a l l y  th o s e  wi t h i n  the  fa m i l y , em p l o y  ta c t i c s  su c h  as  off e r i n g  gi f t s ,  
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lo v e / a t t e n t i o n , thr e a t s  of wi t h h o l d i n g  be n e f i t s ,  an d  thr e a t s  of alt e r i n g  the  

tar g e t / p e r p e t r a t o r  rel a t i o n s h i p  to co e r c e  co m p l i a n c e  fro m  the  vi c t i m . 

In his  stu d y , El l i o t t (2 0 1 7 )  als o  ref e r e n c e d  O’ C o n n e l l  (20 0 3 ) , on e  of th e  pio n e e r s  

in ex a m i n i n g  int e r n e t  se x u a l gr o o m i n g  str a t e g i e s  (p . 85 ) . O’ C o n n e l l  de l i n e a t e d  se v e n  

sta g e s  typ i c a l l y  fou n d  wi t h i n  the  on l i n e  gr o o m i n g  seq u e n c e : (1 )  fri e n d s h i p  fo r m i n g , (2 )  

re l a t i o n s h i p  fo r m i n g , (3)  ris k  as s e s s m e n t , (4 ) ex c l u s i v i t y , (5 ) se x u a l , (6 )  fan t a s y  

re e n a c t m e n t , an d  (7)  da m a g e  lim i t a t i o n . O’ C o n n e l l pr o v i d e d  th e  fol l o w i n g  ov e r v i e w : In 

S t a g e s  1 an d  2, th e  pe r p e t r a t o r  se e k s  in f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t th e  tar g e t to ass e s s  asp e c t s  of 

th e i r  cir c u m s t a n c e s  fo r po t e n t i a l m a n i p u l a t i o n  an d  to ga i n  in s i g h t  int o  th e  ta r g e t ’ s  lif e  to 

es t a b l i s h  rap p o r t .  El l i o t t  (20 1 7 )  als o  re f e r e n c e d  th e  fin d i n g s  of W e b s t e r  et al .  (20 1 2 )  wh o  

di s c o v e r e d  the  fo l l o w i n g : 

… [ S ] o m e  sex  of f e n d e r s  pr e s e n t  the m s e l v e s  to va r y i n g  de g r e e s  in wa y s  the y  be l i e v e  

wo u l d  ap p e a l to the  ta r g e t  an d  co n t i n u a l l y  re f i n e  th a t  pr e s e n t a t i o n  ba s e d  on  ta r g e t  

fe e d b a c k . In S ta g e s  3 an d  4, the  pr o t a g o n i s t bu i l d s  th e  rel a t i o n s h i p , es t a b l i s h i n g  

se c r e t i v e n e s s  an d  as s e s s i n g  the  po t e n t i a l fo r de t e c t i o n  (e. g . ,  th e  wh e r e a b o u t s  of 

ca r e g i v e r s , or su r v e i l l a n c e  ov e r  co m p u t e r us e ) . Af t e r  es t a b l i s h i n g  th a t it is saf e  to do  

so , the  pr o t a g o n i s t se e k s  to iso l a t e  th e  tar g e t an d  cr e a t e  ex c l u s i v i t y  be t w e e n  

th e m s e l v e s  an d  the  ta r g e t .  Th e  pro t a g o n i s t  see k s  co n s t a n t  fee d b a c k  fro m  the  tar g e t  

all o w i n g  th e m  to as s e s s  le v e l s  of tru s t .  On c e  th e  pro t a g o n i s t  fee l s  th e y  ha v e  ga i n e d  

th e  ch i l d ’ s  tru s t ,  S t a g e s  5, 6, an d  7 in v o l v e  in t r o d u c i n g  sex u a l  top i c s  in t o  co n v e r s a t i o n  

an d  ga u g i n g  th e  tar g e t ’ s  res p o n s e s . (p . 85 )  

Th e s e  sex u a l  tes t s  se r v e  as de s e n s i t i z a t i o n  tec h n i q u e s , in v o l v i n g  th e  use  of vis u a l  

im a g e s  or la n g u a g e  th a t is go a l - r e l e v a n t , of t e n  m a n i f e s t i n g  ini t i a l l y  as  dir t y  jo k e s . El l i o t t 
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(2 0 1 7 ) al s o  re f e r e n c e d  Th e  Eu r o p e a n  On l i n e  Gr o o m i n g  Pr o j e c t  (E O G P ; W e b s t e r  et al . ,  

20 1 2 ) , a lar g e - s c a l e  m i x e d - m e t h o d s  pr o j e c t  th a t  uti l i z e d  po l i c e  rec o r d s  alo n g  wi t h  

in t e r v i e w s  an d  fo c u s  gr o u p s  inv o l v i n g  of f e n d e r s  an d  yo u n g  pe o p l e  (p . 88 ) . Th e  EO G P  

de s c r i b e s  th r e e  te c h n i q u e s  for  de s e n s i t i z a t i o n :  vis u a l im a g e s , lan g u a g e , an d  inc e n t i v e s  

(e . g . ,  gif t s / t h r e a t s ) ,  inv o l v i n g  a gr a d u a l  es c a l a t i o n  in th e  int e n s i t y  of of f e n s e  in ea c h  

re a l m . 

Ho w e v e r , fo r  ma n y  of f e n d e r s , th e  tim e , ef f o r t ,  an d  str a t e g i c  pl a n n i n g  in v o l v e d  in 

th e  af o r e m e n t i o n e d  tec h n i q u e s  ca n  we a r  on  the i r  pa t i e n c e . M a n y  of th e s e  ste p s  ca n  of t e n  

be  sk i p p e d  an d  ea s i l y  cir c u m v e n t e d  th r o u g h  the  us e  of an  al t e r n a t i v e  fo r m  of 

di s i n h i b i t i o n . “D i s i n h i b i t i o n  re f e r s  to the  us e  of ph y s i c a l  or psy c h o l o g i c a l  me a n s  to 

re d u c e  on e ’ s  ow n  in h i b i t i o n s  or th o s e  of an o t h e r . In d i v i d u a l s  wi t h  hi g h e r  lev e l s  of 

di s i n h i b i t i o n  ar e  be l i e v e d  to ac t  m o r e  im p u l s i v e l y , see k  m o r e  th r i l l s ,  an d  ma y  no t  

th o r o u g h l y  co n s i d e r th e  lon g - t e r m  co n s e q u e n c e s  of th e i r  ac t i o n s ”  (E l l i o t t ,  20 1 7 , p. 90 ) . 

Th e  m o s t  po p u l a r  an d  tim e - s a v i n g  di s i n h i b i t o r is dru g  in t o x i c a t i o n , no t a b l y  alc o h o l  

(g i v e n  its  av a i l a b i l i t y  an d  leg a l i t y ) .  

Al c o h o l in t o x i c a t i o n  ha s  be e n  sh o w n  to di s r u p t  pe r f o r m a n c e  on  a wi d e  ra n g e  of 

ac t i v i t i e s  an d  is be l i e v e d  to sel e c t i v e l y  im p a i r m e c h a n i s m s  fu n d a m e n t a l  to be h a v i o r a l  

co n t r o l .  A nu m b e r  of stu d i e s  ha v e  de m o n s t r a t e d  a po s i t i v e  as s o c i a t i o n  be t w e e n  

alc o h o l  us e  an d  ex p e r i e n c e s  of se x u a l vi c t i m i z a t i o n  an d  a sub s t a n t i a l pr o p o r t i o n  of 

se x u a l as s a u l t s  oc c u r  wh e n  th e  vi c t i m  ha s  be e n  dr i n k i n g . (E l l i o t t ,  20 1 7 , p. 90 )  

No w , let ’ s  sh i f t  foc u s  sli g h t l y  to ex p l o r e  the  ps y c h o l o g y  of of f e n d e r s  an d  at t e m p t 

to an s w e r th e  qu e s t i o n :  wh y  do  th e y  off e n d  in th e  fir s t pl a c e ?  A gro w i n g  bo d y  of res e a r c h  

su g g e s t s  tha t  ch i l d  mo l e s t e r s  of t e n  ex h i b i t  on e  or m o r e  pe r s o n a l i t y  di s o r d e r s  (PD s ) .  
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Ne g a t i v e  ex p e r i e n c e s  in th e  co n t e x t of ea r l y  att a c h m e n t  rel a t i o n s h i p s  in ch i l d h o o d  

ca n  co n t r i b u t e  to a lim i t e d  ca p a c i t y  to tru s t  sig n i f i c a n t  oth e r s  an d  the  ou t s i d e  wo r l d . 

In tur n , thi s  ma y  gi v e  ris e  to pr o b l e m s wi t h  se l f - c o n t r o l an d  int e r p e r s o n a l 

re l a t i o n s h i p s , wh i c h  fo r m  the  co r e  of PD ’ s … S p e c i f i c a l l y , ch i l d  mo l e s t e r s  re p o r t e d  

lo w e r  lev e l s  of att a c h m e n t se c u r i t y  an d  hig h e r  lev e l s  of att a c h m e n t  av o i d a n c e , 

su g g e s t i n g  tha t ch i l d  m o l e s t e r s  m a y  suf f e r  fro m  su b s t a n t i a l  di s c o m f o r t wi t h  clo s e  an d  

in t i m a t e  rel a t i o n s h i p s . (G a r o f a l o  & Bo g a e r t s , 20 1 9 , p. 98 )  

Gr a d y  et al .  (20 1 7 )  co n d u c t e d  a stu d y  tit l e d  “L i n k i n g  Ad v e r s e  Ch i l d h o o d  Ef f e c t s  

an d  At t a c h m e n t :  A Th e o r y  of Et i o l o g y  fo r  Se x u a l Of f e n d i n g , ”  Th e y  we n t  in t o  gr e a t de p t h  

in the i r re s e a r c h  of ho w  the s e  PD ’ s  be g i n  an d  tra n s f o r m  int o  ev e n t u a l  ch i l d  mo l e s t a t i o n . 

Re g r e t t a b l y , I mu s t  pro v i d e  a co n d e n s e d  su m m a r y  of th e i r  fin d i n g s , wh i c h  I wi l l  

en d e a v o r to do  be l o w . Ini t i a l l y , the y  hi g h l i g h t  tha t  ch i l d h o o d  in s e c u r e  at t a c h m e n t s  are  

cla s s i f i e d  in t o  thr e e  sub c a t e g o r i e s :  an x i o u s , av o i d a n t , an d  dis o r g a n i z e d . Ch i l d r e n  de v e l o p  

att a c h m e n t  ins e c u r i t y  in th e  co n t e x t of un r e s p o n s i v e , in c o n s i s t e n t ,  ab u s i v e , co n t r o l l i n g , or 

ne g l e c t f u l  ca r e g i v i n g . “I n s e c u r e l y  at t a c h e d  in d i v i d u a l s  ma y  pe r c e i v e  in t i m a t e  

re l a t i o n s h i p s  as  thr e a t e n i n g  an d  de v e l o p  ma l a d a p t i v e  int e r p e r s o n a l  pa t t e r n s  in an  eff o r t  to 

av o i d  fe e l i n g s  of vu l n e r a b i l i t y . ”  An o t h e r  sig n i f i c a n t fin d i n g  I ha v e  co n d e n s e d  fro m  the i r 

re s e a r c h  is the  ro b u s t re l a t i o n s h i p  be t w e e n  ch i l d h o o d  an d  ad u l t at t a c h m e n t  pa t t e r n s , 

in d i c a t i n g  tha t  ch i l d h o o d  att a c h m e n t  pa t t e r n s  se r v e  as  pre d i c t o r s  of ad u l t pa t t e r n s .  Ad u l t 

att a c h m e n t  sty l e s  pa r a l l e l th o s e  of ch i l d r e n  an d  en c o m p a s s  fo u r pr i m a r y  org a n i z e d  

pa t t e r n s :  sec u r e , an x i o u s - p r e o c c u p i e d , di s m i s s i v e - a v o i d a n t , an d  fe a r f u l - a v o i d a n t .  

S i m i l a r l y , ch i l d r e n  wi t h  se c u r e  att a c h m e n t s  gr o w  in t o  ad u l t s  wi t h  po s i t i v e  an d  rel a t i v e l y  

sta b l e  vie w s  of the m s e l v e s  an d  oth e r s . Ad u l t s  wh o  id e n t i f y  as  an x i o u s – p r e o c c u p i e d  



 

64  

de m o n s t r a t e  hig h  le v e l s  of em o t i o n a l ex p r e s s i v e n e s s  an d  m a y  ex h i b i t ex c e s s i v e  

de p e n d e n c e  on  th e i r  pa r t n e r s .  In d i v i d u a l s  wi t h  a dis m i s s i v e - a v o i d a n t  sty l e  te n d  to de n y  

th e i r  ne e d  fo r  int i m a c y , pu r p o s e f u l l y  av o i d i n g  rel a t i o n s h i p s  to un c o n s c i o u s l y  ev a d e  

re j e c t i o n . La s t l y , ind i v i d u a l s  fal l i n g  int o  th e  fe a r f u l - a v o i d a n t ca t e g o r y  ex p e r i e n c e  

sig n i f i c a n t am b i v a l e n c e  co n c e r n i n g  in t i m a t e  co n n e c t i o n s .  

Th e y  sim u l t a n e o u s l y  se e k  an d  rej e c t  em o t i o n a l  co n n e c t i o n s , be c a u s e  rel a t i o n s h i p s  

m a k e  th e m  fe e l vu l n e r a b l e  an d  ha v e  be e n  ex p e r i e n c e d  in th e  pa s t  as th r e a t e n i n g  or 

wo u n d i n g . Th e s e  ind i v i d u a l s  oft e n  ha v e  an  ab u s e  his t o r y  an d  m o s t  lik e l y  ha d  a 

di s o r g a n i z e d  at t a c h m e n t  pa t t e r n  as  ch i l d r e n . (G r a d y  et al. ,  20 1 7 , p. 43 5 )  

Gr a d y  et al .  (20 1 7 )  as s e r t e d  th a t in d i v i d u a l s  wi t h  ins e c u r e  at t a c h m e n t sty l e s  

ex h i b i t  sig n i f i c a n t  ch a l l e n g e s  in em o t i o n a l , be h a v i o r a l ,  an d  co g n i t i v e  re g u l a t i o n , as  we l l  

as  in es t a b l i s h i n g  int i m a c y  lat e r in lif e . Th e s e  ch a l l e n g e s  al s o  co n t r i b u t e  to va r i o u s  m e n t a l  

di s o r d e r s , su c h  as  aff e c t i v e  di s o r d e r s , su b s t a n c e  ab u s e  di s o r d e r s , po s t - t r a u m a t i c  str e s s  

di s o r d e r , psy c h o t i c  di s o r d e r s , an d  an t i s o c i a l ,  bo r d e r l i n e , an d  na r c i s s i s t i c  pe r s o n a l i t y  

di s o r d e r s . “L o n g i t u d i n a l re s e a r c h  on  ol d e r  in d i v i d u a l s  wi t h  in s e c u r e  at t a c h m e n t  sty l e s  ha s  

sh o w n  th a t th e s e  in d i v i d u a l s  ha v e  hig h e r  rat e s  of ag g r e s s i v e  be h a v i o r  an d  em p a t h y  

de f i c i t s  wh e n  co m p a r e d  to ind i v i d u a l s  wi t h  se c u r e  att a c h m e n t  sty l e s ”  (G r a d y  et al . ,  20 1 7 , 

p. 44 0 ) . Th e s e  di f f i c u l t i e s  ty p i c a l l y  ste m  fro m  ea r l y  m a l t r e a t m e n t  an d  fam i l y  dy s f u n c t i o n , 

re s u l t i n g  in mi s t r u s t ,  ho s t i l i t y , an d  se l f - r e g u l a t i o n  iss u e s  in ch i l d r e n . Th e s e  is s u e s  m a y  

m a n i f e s t  in be h a v i o r s  ch a r a c t e r i z e d  by  hy p e r a c t i v i t y , op p o s i t i o n , de f i a n c e , an d  co n d u c t 

pr o b l e m s . Co n s e q u e n t l y , th e s e  be h a v i o r a l  pa t t e r n s  m a y  pr o v o k e  so c i a l  rej e c t i o n  fro m  

tea c h e r s  an d  cl a s s m a t e s . 
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Gr a d y  et al .  (20 1 7 )  fu r t h e r hi g h l i g h t e d  tha t  ma l t r e a t e d  ch i l d r e n  ar e  pro n e  to 

de v e l o p i n g  ins e c u r e  at t a c h m e n t s , wh i c h  sig n i f i c a n t l y  co n t r i b u t e  to on g o i n g  ch a l l e n g e s  in 

m a n a g i n g  rel a t i o n s h i p s  th r o u g h o u t  the i r liv e s  (p . 44 0 ) . In ad d i t i o n , the y  em p h a s i z e d  th a t 

em o t i o n a l  ab u s e , in pa r t i c u l a r , is as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  the  de v e l o p m e n t of in s e c u r e  

att a c h m e n t s  in ch i l d r e n , po t e n t i a l l y  af f e c t i n g  m a l e s  mo r e  tha n  fe m a l e s . Fu r t h e r m o r e , 

ea r l y  att a c h m e n t  ex p e r i e n c e s  ha v e  the  po t e n t i a l to inf l u e n c e  in d i v i d u a l s  be y o n d  

ch i l d h o o d  an d  we l l in t o  ad u l t h o o d . Ne g a t i v e  ca r e g i v i n g  ex p e r i e n c e s , su c h  as pa r e n t a l  

di v o r c e  an d  va r i o u s  for m s  of ch i l d h o o d  ab u s e , ha v e  be e n  lin k e d  to in s e c u r e  ad u l t  

att a c h m e n t . Mo r e o v e r , the y  ac k n o w l e d g e d  th a t ch i l d h o o d  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  is co r r e l a t e d  

wi t h  ad u l t  att a c h m e n t av o i d a n c e , an d  to a les s e r  ex t e n t , att a c h m e n t  an x i e t y . He r e  lie s  th e  

cr u c i a l in s i g h t  int o  wh y  in d i v i d u a l s  wi t h  PD s  m a y  ha v e  a pr e d i s p o s i t i o n  to mo l e s t i n g  a 

ch i l d . 

Gr a d y  et al .  (20 1 7 )  su g g e s t e d  th a t  “S e x u a l i z e d  co p i n g  ca n  ser v e  as a m e a n s  to 

so o t h e  di s t r e s s  an d / o r fu l f i l l  ne e d s  fo r  int i m a c y , aff e c t i o n , att e n t i o n , an d  co n t r o l ,  

pa r t i c u l a r l y  fo r in d i v i d u a l s  wi t h  a his t o r y  of ch i l d h o o d  se x u a l  ab u s e ”  (p . 44 0 ) . Th e  

m o l e s t a t i o n  th a t oc c u r r e d  du r i n g  ch i l d h o o d  ca n  un i q u e l y  co n t r i b u t e  to sex u a l l y  ab u s i v e  

be h a v i o r  thr o u g h  va r i o u s  ch a n n e l s .  Th e s e  au t h o r s  en u m e r a t e d  sev e r a l av e n u e s , inc l u d i n g  

co m p e n s a t i o n  fo r fe e l i n g s  of po w e r l e s s n e s s , soc i a l le a r n i n g  wh e r e i n  in d i v i d u a l s  m o d e l  

th e i r  ab u s e r ’ s  be h a v i o r an d  di s t o r t e d  th i n k i n g , an d  the  as s o c i a t i o n  of se x u a l ar o u s a l wi t h  

ad u l t - c h i l d  sex u a l  ac t i v i t y . “T h e s e  pe o p l e  co m m o n l y  ha v e  de f i c i t s  in ar o u s a l  co n t r o l ,  

em o t i o n a l  reg u l a t i o n , in t i m a c y  an d  rel a t i o n s h i p  sk i l l s ,  pr o b l e m  so l v i n g , se l f - m o n i t o r i n g , 

so c i a l  ski l l s ,  vic t i m  aw a r e n e s s  an d  em p a t h y , as we l l  as a la c k  of fa m i l y  su p p o r t ne t w o r k s , 

m i n i m a l  off e n s e  re s p o n s i b i l i t y , an d  se x u a l l y  un h e a l t h y  att i t u d e ”  (p . 44 1 ) . 
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M a n i g l i o  (2 0 1 5 )  ob s e r v e d  tha t  ea r l y  sex u a l  ab u s e  co u l d  pre d i s p o s e  in d i v i d u a l s  to 

th e  su b s e q u e n t de v e l o p m e n t  of co n d u c t di s o r d e r , po t e n t i a l l y  le a d i n g  to fu r t h e r se x u a l 

vi c t i m i z a t i o n  th r o u g h  ass o c i a t i o n  wi t h  se x u a l l y  ab u s i v e  pe e r s  (p . 24 2 ) . In oth e r  wo r d s , 

lik e  att r a c t s  lik e , bu t in the  ca s e  of se x u a l vi c t i m i z a t i o n  the y  ar e  lik e l y  to ab u s e  ea c h  oth e r  

fu r t h e r . P l u m m e r  an d  Co s s i n s  (20 1 8 )  di s c o v e r e d  tha t  the  ag e  of on s e t  wa s  lin k e d  to th e  

tra n s i t i o n  fro m  vi c t i m  to of f e n d e r  at a sp e c i f i c  ag e  (p . 30 0 ) . Fo r  in s t a n c e , te n  pe r c e n t  of 

bo y s  wh o  ex p e r i e n c e d  ch i l d h o o d  sex u a l  ab u s e  (C S A )  at 12  ye a r s  or old e r  we r e  

su b s e q u e n t l y  co n v i c t e d  of a sex u a l  off e n s e , co m p a r e d  to bo y s  ab u s e d  un d e r  the  ag e  of 12 

(2 . 9 % ) . Gr a d y  et al .  (20 1 7 )  co n c l u d e d  th e i r  res e a r c h  wi t h  th e  fo l l o w i n g  sta t e m e n t : 

… [ M ] o r e o v e r , se x  ca n  be us e d  in ma n y  wa y s  to me e t em o t i o n a l ne e d s , an d  it of f e r s  

op p o r t u n i t i e s  to fe e l  ac c e p t e d , att r a c t i v e , de s i r a b l e , po w e r f u l ,  or cl o s e  to so m e o n e . 

Se x  als o  fe e l s  go o d , pr o v i d i n g  im m e d i a t e  ph y s i c a l  gra t i f i c a t i o n  an d  so m e t h i n g  to lo o k  

fo r w a r d  to or di s t r a c t th e m  fro m  pa i n f u l  em o t i o n s …  No t on l y  are  th e s e  in d i v i d u a l s  

alt e r e d  at an  em o t i o n a l  lev e l bu t  lo n g - t e r m  stu d i e s  of ad u l t s  wh o  we r e  se x u a l l y  

ab u s e d  as ch i l d r e n  sho w  tha t  the s e  ind i v i d u a l s  are  bi o l o g i c a l l y  ch a n g e d  wi t h  low e r 

re s t i n g  le v e l s  of co r t i s o l ,  asy m m e t r i c a l s tr e s s  res p o n s e s , an d  ab n o r m a l  ph y s i c a l 

de v e l o p m e n t in c l u d i n g  inc r e a s e d  ra t e s  of ob e s i t y  an d  ea r l i e r on s e t s  of pu b e r t y . (p . 

43 6 )  

An o t h e r  oft e n  ov e r l o o k e d  ca u s a l fa c t o r  fo r SA / C S A  is ind i v i d u a l s  wi t h i n  

or g a n i z a t i o n s  wh o  m a y  no t be  se x u a l l y  att r a c t e d  to ch i l d r e n  or ad u l t s  for  ab u s e , bu t ar e  

dr i v e n  by  th e  pr o f i t s  of th e  sex  tra f f i c k i n g  ind u s t r y .  Al l o w  m e  to el a b o r a t e . Du r i n g  m y  

un d e r g r a d u a t e  s tu d i e s  in Cr i m i n a l Ju s t i c e , I lea r n e d  th a t se x  tra f f i c k e r s  fre q u e n t l y  

in f i l t r a t e  sch o o l  sy s t e m s , ca m p g r o u n d s , an d  rel i g i o u s  ins t i t u t i o n s  to ex p l o i t  an d  tra f f i c  
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po t e n t i a l  vi c t i m s  int o  the  se x  in d u s t r y . I re c a l l  a vi c t i m  vis i t i n g  ou r  cl a s s  to sha r e  he r 

ex p e r i e n c e . In he r  hig h  sc h o o l , a m a n  in hi s  mi d - 2 0 s  as s u m e d  a fal s e  ide n t i t y  as a se n i o r  

stu d e n t  an d  eff e c t i v e l y  re c r u i t e d  nu m e r o u s  na i v e  gi r l s  int o  the  se x  tra d e  thr o u g h  co e r c i o n  

an d  bla c k m a i l .  He  wa s  at t r a c t i v e , af f l u e n t , an d  dr o v e  an  im p r e s s i v e  ca r .  He  an d  th e  

vi c t i m  da t e d , an d  ev e n t u a l l y , he  fil m e d  the m  ha v i n g  se x  wi t h o u t  he r kn o w l e d g e . La t e r , 

sh e  wa s  thr e a t e n e d  th a t  if sh e  did n ’ t  en g a g e  in fur t h e r  se x u a l ac t s  fo r  oth e r s , th e  vid e o  

wo u l d  be  sen t  to he r  Ch r i s t i a n  pa r e n t s .  He r  bo y f r i e n d  be c a m e  he r pi m p , pr o f i t i n g  

th o u s a n d s  of do l l a r s  fro m  he r ex p l o i t a t i o n . 

M u r a y a  an d  Fr y  (20 1 6 )  no t e d  tha t hu m a n  tra f f i c k i n g  is a m u l t i - b i l l i o n - d o l l a r  

in d u s t r y  tha t  pro f i t s  fro m  the  en s l a v e m e n t  an d  co m m o d i t i z a t i o n  of ap p r o x i m a t e l y  20 . 9  

m i l l i o n  pe o p l e  all  ov e r  the  wo r l d , an d  m a n y  of the m  are  ch i l d r e n . “T h e  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s  

Of f i c e  on  Dr u g s  an d  Cr i m e  [U N O D C ] , es t i m a t e s  tha t  ev e r y  ye a r 1.8  m i l l i o n  ch i l d r e n  are  

tra f f i c k e d , wi t h  gi r l s  rep r e s e n t i n g  ap p r o x i m a t e l y  tw o - t h i r d s  of vic t i m s ”  (pp . 20 4 – 2 0 5 ) . 

Re s e a r c h  ha s  sh o w n  th a t ch i l d r e n  are  tra f f i c k e d  for  va r i o u s  rea s o n s  inc l u d i n g  do m e s t i c  

lab o r  an d  or g a n  re m o v a l , bu t  by  fa r , the  m o s t  co m m o n  is th e  co m m e r c i a l  se x u a l 

ex p l o i t a t i o n  of ch i l d r e n  (C S E C )  or ch i l d  sex  tra f f i c k i n g  “w h i c h  ac c o u n t s  fo r  up  to 58 %  of 

all  tra f f i c k i n g  ca s e s  an d  in c l u d e s  ch i l d  po r n o g r a p h y , ch i l d  pr o s t i t u t i o n , ch i l d  m a r r i a g e , 

us e  of ch i l d r e n  in liv e  se x  sh o w s  an d  the  ex c h a n g e  of se x  wi t h  tee n a g e r s  fo r gi f t s ”  (p. 

20 4 ) . 

 
Ef f e c t s  

M a n y  rec e n t s tu d i e s  ha v e  sh o w n  tha t  su r v i v o r s  of SA / C S A  ex p e r i e n c e  nu m e r o u s  

so c i a l  an d  ps y c h o l o g i c a l  dif f i c u l t i e s , in c l u d i n g  int e r p e r s o n a l , se x u a l , an d  em o t i o n a l  

di s o r d e r s . Ca n t ó n - C o r t é s  et al .  (20 1 4 )  di s c o v e r e d  tha t  sur v i v o r s  of sex u a l  ab u s e  
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en c o u n t e r e d  a bro a d  sp e c t r u m  of so c i a l  an d  ps y c h o l o g i c a l  ch a l l e n g e s . Co n s e q u e n t l y , 

m a n y  ab u s e d  ch i l d r e n  de v e l o p  un h e a l t h y  att a c h m e n t s ty l e s  tha t  pe r s i s t  in t o  ad u l t h o o d , 

ad v e r s e l y  im p a c t i n g  the i r “p a r e n t i n g , pe e r , an d  rom a n t i c  rel a t i o n s h i p s . Th i s  oft e n  lea d s  to 

ele v a t e d  lev e l s  of an x i e t y  an d  dif f i c u l t i e s  in ex p r e s s i n g  em o t i o n s . … u n p r o d u c t i v e  an d  

ex c e s s i v e  foc u s  on  ne g a t i v e  em o t i o n s , or tur n i n g  aw a y  fro m  fe e l i n g s  of di s t r e s s , le a d i n g  

to ina p p r o p r i a t e  em o t i o n a l re g u l a t i o n ”  (p . 42 5 ) . Co m m o n l y  re p o r t e d  sy m p t o m s  in c l u d e  

de p r e s s i o n , an x i e t y , an d  PT S D . Fo r  ex a m p l e , P lu m m e r  an d  Co s s i n s  (2 0 1 8 ) co n d u c t e d  a 

cli n i c a l  stu d y  in v o l v i n g  27 3  vic t i m s  ag e d  5– 1 8  ye a r s  wh o  we r e  sex u a l l y  ab u s e d  (p . 28 9 ) . 

Th e i r fin d i n g s  rev e a l e d  tha t bo y s  we r e  sig n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e  lik e l y  to de v e l o p  vi c t i m i z i n g  

se x u a l be h a v i o r s  su c h  as  m o l e s t a t i o n , in c e s t ,  or rap e . In co n t r a s t ,  gi r l s  we r e  m o r e  lik e l y  to 

de v e l o p  re a c t i v e  sex u a l  be h a v i o r s , su c h  as  fli r t i n g , or ina p p r o p r i a t e  gr a b b i n g  or to u c h i n g , 

as  a res u l t  of the i r pr e v i o u s  se x u a l ab u s e  ex p e r i e n c e s .  Th e s e  be h a v i o r a l pa t t e r n s  of t e n  

ha v e  de t r i m e n t a l  eff e c t s  on  th e  vi c t i m s ’  fu t u r e  int e r p e r s o n a l re l a t i o n s h i p s . 

Ac c o r d i n g  to Ab e l  et al .  (20 1 8 ) , vic t i m s  of CS A  of t e n  ex p e r i e n c e  lo s s  of tru s t ,  

de p r e s s i o n , an d  id e n t i t y  co n f u s i o n  (p p . 6– 7 ) . Ma n y  vi c t i m s  be c o m e  se l f - a b u s i v e  an d  ma y  

en g a g e  in ris k y  se x u a l be h a v i o r , in c r e a s i n g  th e  lik e l i h o o d  of pr e g n a n c y  an d  co n t r a c t i n g  

se x u a l l y  tra n s m i t t e d  dis e a s e s . “A s  a gr o u p , the  ch i l d r e n  sho w  a hig h e r  pre v a l e n c e  of 

m a j o r  aff e c t i v e  dis o r d e r s , inc l u d i n g  m e n t a l ,  pe r s o n a l i t y , an d  an x i e t y  di s o r d e r s , an d  th e y  

als o  ex h i b i t  ph y s i c a l an d  ps y c h o s o m a t i c  di s e a s e s , inc l u d i n g  en u r e s i s , en c o p r e s i s , ch r o n i c  

ab d o m i n a l pa i n , he a d a c h e s , an a l or pe l v i c  pa i n , vo c a l co r d  dy s f u n c t i o n , an d  

fib r o m y a l g i a ”  (p . 7). Th e s e  au t h o r s  als o  re p o r t e d  tha t  vic t i m s  of ch i l d h o o d  se x u a l ab u s e  

we r e  tw i c e  as  lik e l y  to att e m p t  su i c i d e  co m p a r e d  to ind i v i d u a l s  wh o  we r e  no t se x u a l l y  

ab u s e d . 
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Ca r l s o n  an d  Os h r i (2 0 1 8 )  ide n t i f i e d  tw o  em e r g i n g  ris k  fac t o r s  fo r  de p r e s s i o n  

am o n g  yo u t h  wi t h  hi s t o r i e s  of se x u a l  ab u s e :  th e  cl o s e n e s s  of the  re l a t i o n s h i p  be t w e e n  th e  

vi c t i m  an d  pe r p e t r a t o r  an d  th e  ag e  at wh i c h  the  ab u s e  oc c u r r e d  (pp . 39 1 – 3 9 5 ) . In 

su m m a r y , th e  clo s e r  the  re l a t i o n s h i p , th e  hig h e r  the  ris k  of ad v e r s e  ps y c h o p a t h o l o g i c a l 

sy m p t o m s  su c h  as PT S D  an d  de p r e s s i o n . Th i s  al i g n s  clo s e l y  wi t h  wh a t ps y c h o l o g i s t s  

re f e r  to as  be t r a y a l tra u m a  the o r y . Be t r a y a l  tra u m a  th e o r y  su g g e s t s  tha t  “p a r e n t a l 

pe r p e t r a t i o n  lea d s  to gr e a t e r  psy c h o p a t h o l o g y  sy m p t o m s du e  to the  vi c t i m ’ s  en h a n c e d  

se n s e  of be t r a y a l an d  lo s s  of tru s t to w a r d  th e  pr e v i o u s l y  en t r u s t e d  pe r s o n . ”  An o t h e r  fac t o r 

wa s  th e  ag e  at wh i c h  the  se x u a l  ab u s e  oc c u r r e d . “R e s e a r c h e r s  ha v e  do c u m e n t e d  

as s o c i a t i o n s  be t w e e n  ea r l i e r on s e t of ch i l d  m a l t r e a t m e n t  wi t h  in c r e a s e d  sub s e q u e n t 

de p r e s s i v e  sy m p t o m o l o g y . ”  To  s im p l i f y  th e i r  fin d i n g s , ba s i c a l l y  an y  ch i l d  wh o  wa s  

se x u a l l y  ab u s e d  af t e r  the  ag e  of 12  usu a l l y  ex p e r i e n c e d  mu c h  m o r e  dr a s t i c  an d  lon g -

las t i n g  de p r e s s i v e  sym p t o m s .  

… [ T ] h e  fa l l i n g  tra j e c t o r y  ap p e a r to co i n c i d e  wi t h  th e  de v e l o p m e n t a l pe r i o d  of 

ad o l e s c e n c e  in wh i c h  yo u t h s ’  se x u a l  aw a r e n e s s  is em e r g i n g . Th i s  tim i n g  ma y  pl a c e  

yo u t h  at an  inc r e a s e d  ris k  of de p r e s s i v e  sy m p t o m o l o g y  du e  to the i r en h a n c e d  

un d e r s t a n d i n g  of the  se x u a l l y  vi o l a t i n g  na t u r e  of CS A  ac t s . (C a r l s o n  & Os h r i ,  20 1 8 , 

p. 39 4 )  

As  fa r as  ac a d e m i c s  we r e  co n c e r n e d , in the i r m e t a - a n a l y s i s  of 29  di f f e r e n t  stu d i e s , 

Ro m a n o  et al .  (20 1 5 )  rep o r t e d  on  13 , 4 0 1  s tu d e n t s  an d  ma d e  th e  fol l o w i n g  co n c l u s i o n : 

“C h i l d r e n  wi t h  a hi s t o r y  of se x u a l  ab u s e  ha d  the  hi g h e s t ra t e s  of le a r n i n g  dis a b i l i t i e s . 

Ch i l d r e n  ex p o s e d  to m u l t i p l e  typ e s  of ma l t r e a t m e n t  ha d  the  wo r s t  ou t c o m e s , wi t h  the  

hi g h e s t  rat e s  of ch i l d h o o d  de l a y  an d  ot h e r he a l t h  im p a i r m e n t s ”  (p . 42 2 ) . In ad d i t i o n , bo y s  
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we r e  pa r t i c u l a r l y  at ris k  fo r  spe c i a l ed u c a t i o n  an d  ed u c a t i o n a l  dis a b i l i t i e s  co m p a r e d  to 

gi r l s .  Th e s e  ch i l d r e n  als o  ex h i b i t e d  hi g h e r le v e l s  of sch o o l  pr o b l e m s co m p a r e d  wi t h  no n -

m a l t r e a t e d  pe e r s . In pa r t i c u l a r , the y  ex p e r i e n c e d  hig h e r  gra d e  re t e n t i o n , in c r e a s e d  sch o o l  

ab s e n c e s , in c r e a s e d  ref e r r a l s  fo r sp e c i a l  se r v i c e s , hi g h e r pl a c e m e n t  in sp e c i a l  ed u c a t i o n , 

lo w e r  ac h i e v e m e n t  tes t sc o r e s , an d  m o r e  fa i l u r e s  in co r e  ac a d e m i c  sub j e c t s .  Se x u a l l y  

ab u s e d  ch i l d r e n , co m p a r e d  wi t h  th e i r  pe e r s , ha d  sig n i f i c a n t l y  lo w e r  ac a d e m i c  

ac h i e v e m e n t , so c i a l  co m p e t e n c e , an d  eg o  res i l i e n c y . 

Th e  ps y c h o l o g i c a l co n s e q u e n c e s  of SA / C S A  inc l u d e  sha m e , gu i l t ,  fe a r , sh o c k , 

di s t r e s s , di s o r i e n t a t i o n , co n f u s i o n , pa n i c , he l p l e s s n e s s , an g e r , ho p e l e s s n e s s , 

wo r t h l e s s n e s s , m e m o r y  los s , dif f i c u l t y  pl a n n i n g , an d  ov e r c o m i n g  da i l y  pr o b l e m s . Th e s e  

m a y  be  ac c o m p a n i e d  by  su i c i d a l  ide a t i o n . Ag g r e s s i o n  an d  ho s t i l i t y  are  co m m o n  

ou t c o m e s  as we l l ,  oft e n  ma n i f e s t i n g  as  sel f - h a r m  be h a v i o r s  su c h  as cu t t i n g , bu r n i n g , 

hi t t i n g  on e s e l f ,  an d  su b s t a n c e  ab u s e . It is pa r t i c u l a r l y  dis t r e s s i n g  th a t su r v i v o r s  of ab u s e  

ar e  at inc r e a s e d  ris k  of pe r p e t r a t i n g  ab u s e  th e m s e l v e s  or be c o m i n g  in v o l v e d  in ab u s i v e  

re l a t i o n s h i p s  (M u r a y a  & Fry , 20 1 6 , p. 21 7 ) . 

 
M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t i n g  La w s  

In thi s  sec t i o n , we  wi l l  ex p l o r e  sev e r a l qu e s t i o n s  co n c e r n i n g  Ca l i f o r n i a  law s  

re g a r d i n g  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  of ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e . (C h a p t e r  5 wi l l ex p l a i n  th e  

re a s o n s  wh y  Ca l i f o r n i a  la w s  we r e  ini t i a l l y  re s e a r c h e d  as op p o s e d  to W i s c o n s i n  law s . )   

On e  fu n d a m e n t a l qu e s t i o n  is :  wh o  qu a l i f i e s  as  M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t e r s ?  Th e  s im p l e s t  

an s w e r  is an y  pe r s o n  wh o  is req u i r e d  by  la w  to rep o r t  a pa r t i c u l a r  ca t e g o r y  or typ e  of 

ab u s e  to th e  ap p r o p r i a t e  law  en f o r c e m e n t or so c i a l  ser v i c e  ag e n c y  (R e g a l M e d i c a l  Gr o u p , 

20 2 0 ) . Jor d a n  an d  Pr i t c h a r d  (2 0 1 8 , p. 71 ) ob s e r v e d  tha t   
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be t w e e n  19 6 3  an d  19 6 7 , al l 50  s ta t e s  ad o p t e d  so m e  fo r m  of ch i l d  pro t e c t i o n  sta t u t e s , 

wi t h  the  19 7 0 ’ s  wi t n e s s i n g  the  cr e a t i o n  of la w s  aim e d  at im p r o v i n g  sta t e  re s p o n s e s  to 

vu l n e r a b l e  ad u l t s  wh o , by  vir t u e  of ag e  or ph y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  dis a b i l i t y , we r e  un a b l e  

to ca r e  for  th e m s e l v e s . (p . 71 ) 

In the  Un i t e d  S t a t e s , fo u r  typ e s  of m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  la w s  ha v e  be e n  en a c t e d . Th e s e  

in c l u d e  law s  m a n d a t i n g  rep o r t s  of in j u r i e s  as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  cri m e  or du e  to th e  use  of 

ce r t a i n  we a p o n s , ab u s e  of ch i l d r e n , ab u s e  of vu l n e r a b l e  ad u l t s ,  an d  re p o r t i n g  of do m e s t i c  

vi o l e n c e  (p. 71 ) . 

M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t e r s  ar e  leg a l l y  ob l i g a t e d  to re p o r t  inc i d e n t s  th e m s e l v e s  bu t ar e  

no t  req u i r e d  to inv e s t i g a t e  an y  kn o w n  or su s p e c t e d  ca s e  of ab u s e  (w i t h  the  po s s i b l e  

ex c e p t i o n  of th i r d - p a r t y  inf o r m a t i o n — m o r e  on  th a t be l o w ) . W h o  is m a n d a t e d  by  law  to 

re p o r t ?  Al l lic e n s e d  he a l t h c a r e  pro f e s s i o n a l s , in c l u d i n g  bu t no t  lim i t e d  to ph y s i c i a n s , 

nu r s e s , m e n t a l he a l t h  pr o f e s s i o n a l s , EM T s , pa r a m e d i c s , me d i c a l ex a m i n e r s , an d  al l 

em p l o y e e s  in lo n g - t e r m  he a l t h  fac i l i t i e s . In ad d i t i o n , the  fo l l o w i n g  are  m a n d a t o r y  

re p o r t e r s :  soc i a l wo r k e r s , ma r r i a g e  an d  fam i l y  co u n s e l o r s , ch i l d - c a r e  cu s t o d i a n s , eld e r or 

de p e n d e n t ad u l t cu s t o d i a n s , tea c h e r s , cle r g y , em p l o y e e s  of pr o t e c t i v e  se r v i c e s  or law  

en f o r c e m e n t  ag e n c i e s , co m m e r c i a l fil m  an d  ph o t o g r a p h i c  pri n t pr o c e s s o r s , co m m e r c i a l 

co m p u t e r te c h n i c i a n s , an d  m a n y  oth e r s .  W h o  ar e  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  su p p o s e d  to re p o r t  

to ?   

Re p o r t i n g  th e  in f o r m a t i o n  reg a r d i n g  a ca s e  of po s s i b l e  ch i l d  ab u s e  or ne g l e c t  to an  

em p l o y e r , su p e r v i s o r , sch o o l  pr i n c i p a l s , sch o o l  co u n s e l o r , co w o r k e r , or oth e r  pe r s o n  

wi l l no t  be  a su b s t i t u t e  fo r m a k i n g  a m a n d a t e d  rep o r t  to th e  po l i c e  de p a r t m e n t , 
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sh e r i f f ’ s  de p a r t m e n t , co u n t y  pr o b a t i o n  de p a r t m e n t or co u n t y  we l f a r e  de p a r t m e n t . 

(R A I N N , 20 2 0 )  

An o t h e r  co n s i d e r a t i o n  fo r  Ma n d a t o r y  Re p o r t e r s  wo r k i n g  in Ca l i f o r n i a  is the  leg a l  

co n s e q u e n c e s  of fai l i n g  to re p o r t .  Ac c o r d i n g  to Pe n a l Co d e  11 1 6 4 ‐ 1 1 1 7 4 ,  

[f] a i l u r e  to re p o r t  is a m i s d e m e a n o r  cri m e  pu n i s h a b l e  by  up  to s ix  mo n t h s  in jai l  

an d / o r  up  to a $1 , 0 0 0  fin e … A n y  m a n d a t e d  rep o r t e r  wh o  wi l l f u l l y  fa i l s  to re p o r t  ab u s e  

or ne g l e c t ,  or an y  pe r s o n  wh o  im p e d e s  or inh i b i t s  a rep o r t of ab u s e  or ne g l e c t ,  in 

vi o l a t i o n  of thi s  art i c l e , wh e r e  th a t ab u s e  or ne g l e c t re s u l t s  in de a t h  or gr e a t  bo d i l y  

in j u r y , sh a l l  be pu n i s h e d  by  no t m o r e  th a n  on e  ye a r  in a co u n t y  jai l ,  by  a fin e  of no t 

m o r e  th a n  $5 , 0 0 0 , or by  bo t h  tha t  fin e  an d  im p r i s o n m e n t . (R A I N N , 20 2 0 ) 

Th e  ca t e g o r i e s  of ab u s e  we  wi l l  co v e r  in c l u d e  ch i l d  ab u s e , do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e , an d  el d e r  

ab u s e . Th e s e  th r e e  se c t i o n s  ess e n t i a l l y  co v e r al l s ta g e s  of lif e .  

 
Ch i l d  Ab u s e  

F i r s t ,  we  wi l l de l v e  in t o  ch i l d  ab u s e . Ac c o r d i n g  to the  Ca l i f o r n i a  Pe n a l  Co d e , 

ch i l d  ab u s e  is de f i n e d  as “a  ph y s i c a l  inj u r y  wh i c h  is inf l i c t e d  by  ot h e r th a n  ac c i d e n t a l  

m e a n s  on  a ch i l d  by  an o t h e r  pe r s o n . ”  Th i s  als o  inc l u d e s :  em o t i o n a l  ab u s e , se x u a l ab u s e  

(a s s a u l t or ex p l o i t a t i o n )  an d  ne g l e c t .  Ho w e v e r , ch i l d  ab u s e  do e s  no t in c l u d e  in c i d e n c e s  

su c h  as pu b l i c  fig h t i n g  be t w e e n  m i n o r s , rea s o n a b l e  an d  ne c e s s a r y  for c e  us e d  by  a pe a c e  

of f i c e r , or sp a n k i n g  th a t is re a s o n a b l e  an d  ag e - a p p r o p r i a t e  an d  do e s  no t ex p o s e  the  ch i l d  

to the  ris k  of ser i o u s  in j u r y . It sh o u l d  als o  be  no t e d  th a t  “a n y  pe r s o n , ex c e p t a m a n d a t e d  

re p o r t e r wh o  rep o r t s  ch i l d  ab u s e , ma y  re m a i n  an o n y m o u s . M a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r s  are  

re q u i r e d  to gi v e  the i r na m e s  bu t  are  pr o v i d e d  un q u a l i f i e d  im m u n i t y  fro m  civ i l lia b i l i t y ”  

(R A I N N , 20 2 0 ) . Es s e n t i a l l y , th i s  m e a n s  th a t m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r s  ca n n o t be  su e d  in th e  
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sta t e  of Ca l i f o r n i a  fo r  rep o r t i n g  su s p e c t e d  ab u s e . Ho w e v e r , it sho u l d  be  no t e d  th a t th i s  is 

no t  un i v e r s a l l y  ap p l i c a b l e  ac r o s s  al l s ta t e s  an d  ma y  no t  be  gu a r a n t e e d  un d e r  ce r t a i n  

cir c u m s t a n c e s  in Ca l i f o r n i a  eit h e r . 

Th e r e  do  see m  to be  in s t a n c e s  wh e r e  in d i v i d u a l s  ha v e  fac e d  civ i l  law s u i t s  fo r 

fa i l i n g  to inv e s t i g a t e  a cl a i m  of ch i l d  ab u s e  be f o r e  rep o r t i n g  it.  Fo r e m a n  an d  Be r n e t 

(2 0 0 0 ) do c u m e n t e d  se v e r a l  suc h  ca s e s , in c l u d i n g  Va c c h i o  v. S t.  Pa u l ’ s  Un i t e d  Me t h o d i s t  

Nu r s e r y  Sc h o o l  (1 9 9 5 ) , 

A nu r s e r y  sc h o o l t e a c h e r no t i c e d  th a t a ch i l d  ha d  a bla c k  ey e . W i t h o u t pe r f o r m i n g  an y  

in v e s t i g a t i o n , th e  tea c h e r no t i f i e d  ch i l d  pro t e c t i v e  se r v i c e s . Th e  pa r e n t s  of th e  ch i l d  

su e d  the  tea c h e r  an d  the  sc h o o l , al l e g i n g  tha t  the  re p o r t  wa s  un f o u n d e d , fa l s e , an d  th a t  

it wa s  m a d e  wi t h o u t  an y  at t e m p t to de t e r m i n e  the  ci r c u m s t a n c e s  of ho w  the  ch i l d  

su s t a i n e d  th e  inj u r y . Th e  de f e n d a n t s , of co u r s e , as s e r t e d  th a t th e y  we r e  pro t e c t e d  by  

th e  im m u n i t y  pr o v i d e d  by  th e  ch i l d  rep o r t i n g  sta t u t e s . Th e  jud g e  ru l e d , ho w e v e r , th a t 

it co u l d  be ar g u e d  tha t  rep o r t i n g  su s p e c t e d  ab u s e  wi t h o u t pe r f o r m i n g  an y  

in v e s t i g a t i o n  at all  wa s  gro s s  ne g l i g e n c e  an d  th e r e f o r e  no t pr o t e c t e d . Th e  jud g e ’ s  

co n c l u s i o n  wa s  co n s i s t e n t  wi t h  th e  me s s a g e  of th i s  art i c l e , tha t  rep o r t e r s  of su s p e c t e d  

ab u s e  sho u l d  us e  so m e  jud g m e n t be f o r e  ca l l i n g  pro t e c t i v e  ser v i c e s . (p . 19 2 ) 

Fo r e m a n  an d  Be r n e t (2 0 0 0 )  fur t h e r  ela b o r a t e d :   

Co n f u s i o n  an d  di s a g r e e m e n t  ex i s t  am o n g  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  re g a r d i n g  th e i r  

ob l i g a t i o n  to rep o r t su s p e c t e d  ch i l d  ab u s e , pa r t i c u l a r l y  if all e g a t i o n s  are  rai s e d  by  

th i r d  pa r t i e s  bu t  the  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r  do e s  no t  sh a r e  th e  sus p i c i o n . Th e r e  are  

se v e r a l  rea s o n s  for  thi s  co n f u s i o n , inc l u d i n g  la c k  of kn o w l e d g e  of th e  sta t e  la w , 
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un c l e a r  wo r d i n g  of th e  law s  th e m s e l v e s , an d  the  de c i s i o n  of som e  pra c t i t i o n e r s  to 

di s r e g a r d  th e  law  an d  do  wh a t th e y  thi n k  is be s t .  (p . 19 3 )  

In my  ow n  pe r s o n a l re s e a r c h , co n d u c t e d  tw e n t y  ye a r s  aft e r Fo r e m a n  an d  Be r n e t ’ s  

stu d y , I ha v e  fou n d  th a t s ig n i f i c a n t  dif f e r e n c e s  pe r s i s t  am o n g  sta t e s , co n t r i b u t i n g  to 

co n f u s i o n  reg a r d i n g  ce r t a i n  leg a l  ter m s . Fo r  ins t a n c e , in 19  sta t e s , m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r s  

ar e  re q u i r e d  to ma k e  a rep o r t if the y  ha v e  “re a s o n  to be l i e v e , ”  “r e a s o n a b l y  be l i e v e , ”  or 

“r e a s o n a b l e  ca u s e  to be l i e v e ”  tha t  ch i l d  ab u s e  ha s  oc c u r r e d . Co n v e r s e l y , 13  sta t e s  em p l o y  

th e  ph r a s e s  “r e a s o n  to su s p e c t ”  an d  “re a s o n a b l e  ca u s e  to su s p e c t . ”  In ad d i t i o n , 16  sta t e s  

us e  a co m b i n a t i o n  of “k n o w , ”  “s u s p e c t , ”  an d  “b e l i e v e ”  in the i r s ta t u t e s . W h i l e  th e s e  

ter m s  es s e n t i a l l y  co n v e y  the  sa m e  m e a n i n g  fo r re p o r t i n g  pu r p o s e s , the i r nu a n c e s  be c o m e  

cr u c i a l in ca s e s  of civ i l lia b i l i t y  fo r  fai l u r e  to rep o r t .  Ca l i f o r n i a  an d  Te n n e s s e e  us e  

sli g h t l y  di f f e r e n t  ter m i n o l o g y . In Te n n e s s e e , re p o r t s  mu s t  be  ma d e  fo r  

an y  wo u n d , in j u r y , di s a b i l i t y , or ph y s i c a l  or m e n t a l  co n d i t i o n  wh i c h  is of su c h  a 

na t u r e  as  to re a s o n a b l y  ind i c a t e  th a t  it ha s  be e n  ca u s e d  by  br u t a l i t y , ab u s e  or ne g l e c t 

or wh i c h  on th e  ba s i s  of av a i l a b l e  inf o r m a t i o n  re a s o n a b l y  ap p e a r s  to ha v e  be e n  

ca u s e d  by  br u t a l i t y , ab u s e  or ne g l e c t .  (T e n n e s s e e  Co d e  Ti t l e  37  Ju v e n i l e s , TN  Co d e  § 

37 - 1 - 4 0 3 , 20 2 1 )  

Ca l i f o r n i a  law  em p l o y s  the  te r m  “re a s o n a b l e  su s p i c i o n , ”  bu t  in t r o d u c e s  a ca v e a t (se c t i o n  

1) bu t th e n  see m s to co n t r a d i c t  its e l f ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  in sec t i o n  C, sug g e s t i n g  th a t in d i v i d u a l s  

m a y  s ti l l be  su b j e c t  to ci v i l  co u r t ac t i o n s  de s p i t e  be i n g  un d e r pr o t e c t i o n .  

§ Th o s e  pe r s o n s  leg a l l y  m a n d a t e d  to rep o r t su s p e c t e d  ch i l d  ab u s e  ha v e  im m u n i t y  

fr o m  cr i m i n a l or  ci v i l  lia b i l i t y  fo r  rep o r t i n g  as  req u i r e d , ev e n  if th e  kn o w l e d g e  or 

re a s o n a b l e  su s p i c i o n  of the  ab u s e  or ne g l e c t  wa s  ac q u i r e d  ou t s i d e  of th e i r  
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pr o f e s s i o n a l  ca p a c i t y  or sc o p e  of em p l o y m e n t . M a n d a t e d  re p o r t e r s  an d  oth e r s  ac t i n g  

at th e i r  di r e c t i o n  ar e  no t lia b l e  ci v i l l y  or cr i m i n a l l y  fo r  ph o t o g r a p h i n g  th e  vic t i m  an d  

di s s e m i n a t i n g  th e  ph o t o g r a p h  wi t h  th e  re p o r t .  (P . C . 11 1 7 2 ( a ) ) 

(1 ) Fo r  pu r p o s e s  of thi s  art i c l e , “re a s o n a b l e  su s p i c i o n ”  m e a n s  th a t it is ob j e c t i v e l y  

re a s o n a b l e  fo r  a pe r s o n  to en t e r t a i n  a su s p i c i o n , ba s e d  up o n  fa c t s  th a t  co u l d  ca u s e  a 

re a s o n a b l e  pe r s o n  in a lik e  po s i t i o n , dra w i n g , wh e n  ap p r o p r i a t e , on  th e  pe r s o n ’ s  

tra i n i n g  an d  ex p e r i e n c e , to su s p e c t  ch i l d  ab u s e  or ne g l e c t .  “R e a s o n a b l e  su s p i c i o n ”  

do e s  no t re q u i r e  ce r t a i n t y  tha t  ch i l d  ab u s e  or ne g l e c t  ha s  oc c u r r e d  no r  do e s  it req u i r e  

a sp e c i f i c  m e d i c a l in d i c a t i o n  of ch i l d  ab u s e  or ne g l e c t ; an y  “r e a s o n a b l e  sus p i c i o n ”  is 

su f f i c i e n t .  

 § In  th e  ev e n t  a civ i l  ac t i o n  is br o u g h t  ag a i n s t  a m a n d a t e d  re p o r t e r  as a re s u l t  

of a req u i r e d  or au t h o r i z e d  re p o r t ,  he  or sh e  m a y  pr e s e n t a cla i m  to th e  S t a t e  Bo a r d  of 

Co n t r o l fo r re a s o n a b l e  att o r n e y ’ s  fee s  in c u r r e d  in th e  ac t i o n  if he  or sh e  pr e v a i l s  in 

th e  ac t i o n  or the  co u r t di s m i s s e s  th e  ac t i o n  (P C  11 1 7 2  [c ] . )  

Ba s i c a l l y , in Ca l i f o r n i a  yo u  ha v e  pro t e c t i o n , bu t th e  pro t e c t i o n  do e s  no t  se e m  to 

be  an  ab s o l u t e  gu a r a n t e e  th a t  yo u  do n ’ t lo s e  a ca s e  if yo u  are  br o u g h t to civ i l  co u r t .  Th e  

Ca l i f o r n i a  law  ha s n ’ t  ch a n g e d  s in c e  19 9 5 , an d  m a n y  res e a r c h e r s  an d  la w m a k e r s  ha v e  

als o  no t e d  iss u e s  wi t h  ho w  th e  wo r d s  ‘re a s o n a b l e  su s p i c i o n , ’  ‘o b j e c t i v e l y  re a s o n a b l e , ’  or 

‘re a s o n a b l e  pe r s o n ’  co u l d  be  co n s t r u e d  in co u r t .  Fo r e m a n  an d  Be r n e t  (2 0 0 0 ) ha v e  th e  

fo l l o w i n g  gri e v a n c e  if a ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r di d  no t re p o r t :  

Re a s o n a b l e  co n n o t e s  an  ob j e c t i v e  s ta n d a r d  by  wh i c h  to m e a s u r e  a ma n d a t o r y  

re p o r t e r ’ s  de c i s i o n  re g a r d i n g  wh e t h e r to rep o r t  po s s i b l e  ch i l d  ab u s e . Ac c o r d i n g  to the  

ob j e c t i v e  s ta n d a r d , ev e n  if the  re p o r t e r  in qu e s t i o n  did  no t  pe r s o n a l l y  be l i e v e  or 
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wo n d e r  if a ch i l d  wa s  ab u s e d , he or sh e  co u l d  be  fo u n d  in vi o l a t i o n  of th e  la w  if a 

co u r t la t e r  de c i d e d  tha t  a “re a s o n a b l e  pe r s o n , ”  gi v e n  the  sa m e  se t of cir c u m s t a n c e s  

an d  the  sa m e  ed u c a t i o n , wo u l d  ha v e  su s p e c t e d  ch i l d  ab u s e . (p . 19 5 ) 

De s p i t e  th e  co m p l e x i t y  of le g a l  sta t u t e s , I wi l l  ou t l i n e  th e  ke y  co n c e r n s  reg a r d i n g  

re p o r t i n g  an d  no t  rep o r t i n g  ch i l d  ab u s e . Ge n e r a l l y , in d i v i d u a l s  wh o  rep o r t su s p e c t e d  ch i l d  

ab u s e  are  sh i e l d e d  fro m  lia b i l i t y  or re t r i b u t i o n . Ho w e v e r , the r e  is a sli g h t ch a n c e  th a t  th i s  

pr o t e c t i o n  m a y  no t  ap p l y  if an  ind i v i d u a l  rep o r t s  su s p e c t e d  ab u s e  wi t h o u t co n d u c t i n g  an y  

in v e s t i g a t i o n . Th e r e f o r e , it m a y  be ad v i s a b l e  to un d e r t a k e  so m e  fol l o w - u p  in v e s t i g a t i o n  

to mi t i g a t e  th e  ris k  of po t e n t i a l civ i l  lia b i l i t y . In re g a r d  to no t  rep o r t i n g , Fo r e m a n  an d  

Be r n e t (2 0 0 0 )  sai d  the  fo l l o w i n g :  “A l t h o u g h  the r e  is va r i a t i o n  am o n g  sta t e s  to the  de g r e e  

of sus p i c i o n  th a t tri g g e r s  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  of ch i l d  ab u s e , no  sta t e … r e q u i r e s  

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  to re p o r t  ch i l d  ab u s e  su s p e c t e d  by  a thi r d  pa r t y  if the  m a n d a t o r y  

re p o r t e r do e s  no t su s p e c t ab u s e ”  (p. 19 5 ) . It is im p o r t a n t to no t e  th a t th e i r  sta t e m e n t 

sp e c i f i c a l l y  pe r t a i n s  to th i r d - p a r t y  ac c u s a t i o n s  of ab u s e . Ho w e v e r , th e y  do  re c o m m e n d  

in v e s t i g a t i n g  th i r d - p a r t y  ac c u s a t i o n s , as  the y  ar e  of t e n  no t  un f o u n d e d . Th e r e f o r e , 

pr o t e c t i o n  ag a i n s t  po t e n t i a l  civ i l lit i g a t i o n  an d  th e  lik e l i h o o d  tha t  the  in i t i a l  ch i l d  ab u s e  

re p o r t  co n t a i n s  so m e  me r i t  are  co m p e l l i n g  re a s o n s  fo r m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r s  to co n d u c t  at 

lea s t  som e  lev e l  of in v e s t i g a t i o n , pa r t i c u l a r l y  co n c e r n i n g  thi r d - p a r t y  ac c u s a t i o n s . 

An o t h e r  cru c i a l  rea s o n  to pri o r i t i z e  inv e s t i g a t i n g  th i r d - p a r t y  an d  po t e n t i a l l y  

qu e s t i o n a b l e  cla i m s  is the  is s u e  of ov e r r e p o r t i n g  of ch i l d  ab u s e  all e g a t i o n s . Ov e r r e p o r t i n g  

ca n  fur t h e r  str a i n  an al r e a d y  ov e r b u r d e n e d  ch i l d  pr o t e c t i v e  sy s t e m . Th e s e  ag e n c i e s  of t e n  

op e r a t e  wi t h  in s u f f i c i e n t s ta f f  an d  str e t c h e d - t h i n  res o u r c e s , hi n d e r i n g  the i r ab i l i t y  to 

pr o v i d e  ad e q u a t e  fo l l o w - u p  fo r ch i l d r e n  wh o  ge n u i n e l y  ne e d  it.  Fo r e m a n  an d  Be r n e t 
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(2 0 0 0 ) al s o  no t e d  tha t  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  sh o u l d  als o  be  aw a r e  tha t  inv e s t i g a t i o n s  by  

pr o t e c t i v e  se r v i c e s , th o u g h  oft e n  cu r s o r y , are  ne v e r  ple a s a n t an d  in som e  ca s e s  ha v e  ha d  

de c i d e d l y  ne g a t i v e  co n s e q u e n c e s  fo r  the  fa m i l y  (p . 19 2 ) . Fu r t h e r el a b o r a t i o n  on  th i s  is s u e  

wi l l be  pr o v i d e d  in the  se c t i o n  ad d r e s s i n g  do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e . 

Th e  gu i d e l i n e s  fo r  rep o r t i n g  ch i l d  ab u s e  in c l u d e  m a k i n g  an  im m e d i a t e  re p o r t by  

ph o n e  (o r as  so o n  as pr a c t i c a l l y  po s s i b l e ) , su b m i t t i n g  a wr i t t e n  rep o r t  via  fax  or el e c t r o n i c  

su b m i s s i o n  wi t h i n  36  ho u r s  of re c e i v i n g  inf o r m a t i o n  ab o u t th e  inc i d e n t us i n g  De p a r t m e n t  

of Jus t i c e  fo r m s  av a i l a b l e  fro m  loc a l  ch i l d  pro t e c t i v e  ag e n c i e s  or on l i n e , an d  rep o r t i n g  th e  

in c i d e n t to a co u n t y  we l f a r e  de p a r t m e n t , po l i c e  or she r i f f ’ s  de p a r t m e n t , or co u n t y  

pr o b a t i o n  de p a r t m e n t . Th e  rep o r t m u s t in c l u d e  th e  na m e , bu s i n e s s  ad d r e s s , an d  te l e p h o n e  

nu m b e r  of the  re p o r t e r , th e  ca p a c i t y  th a t qu a l i f i e s  th e  pe r s o n  as  a m a n d a t e d  re p o r t e r , th e  

in f o r m a t i o n  th a t le d  to th e  rea s o n a b l e  su s p i c i o n  of ch i l d  ab u s e  or ne g l e c t al o n g  wi t h  th e  

so u r c e  of tha t  inf o r m a t i o n , th e  ch i l d ’ s  na m e , ad d r e s s , pr e s e n t  lo c a t i o n , sc h o o l , gra d e , an d  

cla s s  if kn o w n , as  we l l  as th e  na m e s , ad d r e s s e s , an d  te l e p h o n e  nu m b e r s  of th e  ch i l d ’ s  

pa r e n t s  or gu a r d i a n s , an d  an y  rel e v a n t pe r s o n a l  inf o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  the  pe r s o n  or pe r s o n s  

wh o  m a y  ha v e  ab u s e d  or ne g l e c t e d  th e  ch i l d , inc l u d i n g  th e i r  na m e , ad d r e s s , an d  

tel e p h o n e  nu m b e r . 

Th e  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r  ma y  in c l u d e  wi t h  the  re p o r t  an y  no n - p r i v i l e g e d  

do c u m e n t a r y  ev i d e n c e  re l a t i n g  to th e  in c i d e n t .  Th e  fo r m  to be  co m p l e t e d  re g a r d i n g  

su s p e c t e d  ch i l d  ab u s e  ca n  be  fou n d  at htt p s : / / o a g . c a . g o v / s i t e s / a l l / f i l e s / a g w e b / p d f s /  

ch i l d a b u s e / s s _ 8 5 7 2 . p d f (R A I N N , 20 2 0 ) . It is im p o r t a n t fo r m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r s  to 

un d e r s t a n d  tha t  wh i l e  pr e g n a n c y  by  a m i n o r  do e s  no t au t o m a t i c a l l y  re q u i r e  a re p o r t ,  th e y  

sh o u l d  be  aw a r e  of the  sta t e ’ s  law s  reg a r d i n g  s ta t u t o r y  ra p e ; in Ca l i f o r n i a , the  la w s  on  
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sta t u t o r y  rap e  (se e  be l o w )  re q u i r e  tha t  all  sec t i o n s  be  rep o r t e d , ex c e p t  in ca s e s  wh e r e  th e  

in d i v i d u a l un d e r  the  ag e  of 18  is ma r r i e d  to th e  oth e r  pa r t y  in v o l v e d . 

(a ) Un l a w f u l  sex u a l  int e r c o u r s e  is an  ac t of sex u a l  int e r c o u r s e  ac c o m p l i s h e d  wi t h  a 

pe r s o n  wh o  is no t  the  sp o u s e  of th e  pe r p e t r a t o r , if th e  pe r s o n  is a m i n o r . Fo r  the  

pu r p o s e s  of thi s  sec t i o n , a “m i n o r ”  is a pe r s o n  un d e r  the  ag e  of 18  ye a r s  an d  an  

“a d u l t ”  is a pe r s o n  wh o  is at le a s t  18  ye a r s  of ag e . 

(b ) An y  pe r s o n  wh o  en g a g e s  in an  ac t  of un l a w f u l se x u a l in t e r c o u r s e  wi t h  a mi n o r 

wh o  is no t m o r e  th a n  thr e e  ye a r s  old e r  or thr e e  ye a r s  yo u n g e r th a n  the  pe r p e t r a t o r , is 

gu i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r . 

(c ) An y  pe r s o n  wh o  en g a g e s  in an  ac t of un l a w f u l se x u a l in t e r c o u r s e  wi t h  a m i n o r 

wh o  is mo r e  tha n  th r e e  ye a r s  yo u n g e r  tha n  th e  pe r p e t r a t o r is gu i l t y  of eit h e r  a 

m i s d e m e a n o r  or a fe l o n y , an d  sh a l l  be  pu n i s h e d  by  im p r i s o n m e n t  in a co u n t y  jai l no t  

ex c e e d i n g  on e  ye a r , or by  im p r i s o n m e n t  pu r s u a n t  to su b d i v i s i o n  (h)  of Se c t i o n  11 7 0 . 

(d ) An y  pe r s o n  21  ye a r s  of ag e  or ol d e r wh o  en g a g e s  in an  ac t  of un l a w f u l  sex u a l  

in t e r c o u r s e  wi t h  a m i n o r  wh o  is un d e r 16  ye a r s  of ag e  is gu i l t y  of ei t h e r  a 

m i s d e m e a n o r  or a fe l o n y , an d  sh a l l  be  pu n i s h e d  by  im p r i s o n m e n t  in a co u n t y  jai l no t  

ex c e e d i n g  on e  ye a r , or by  im p r i s o n m e n t  pu r s u a n t  to su b d i v i s i o n  (h)  of Se c t i o n  11 7 0  

fo r tw o , th r e e , or fo u r ye a r s . Ca l i f o r n i a  (§ 26 1 . 5( a ) - ( d ) )  

 
Do m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e  

To  re p o r t  do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e , a ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r in th e  s ta t e  of Ca l i f o r n i a  is 

re q u i r e d  to ca l l  th e  Po l i c e  De p a r t m e n t  im m e d i a t e l y  or as  so o n  as pr a c t i c a b l e  in the  cit y  

wh e r e  the  in c i d e n t  oc c u r r e d .  In ad d i t i o n , the y  m u s t su b m i t  a wr i t t e n  re p o r t  wi t h i n  48  

ho u r s .  Ac c o r d i n g  to Ca l i f o r n i a  Pe n a l  Co d e  Se c t i o n  11 1 6 0 - 1 1 1 6 3 . 6 , the r e  is no  leg a l  
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re q u i r e m e n t  to in f o r m  the  vi c t i m  of the  re p o r t .  Ho w e v e r , et h i c a l l y , ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  

sh o u l d  in f o r m  the  vi c t i m  of the i r  ob l i g a t i o n .  It’ s  al s o  ess e n t i a l to rep o r t  wh e t h e r  or no t th e  

vi c t i m  co n s e n t s  to a re p o r t .  De s p i t e  th e  cle a r  leg a l re q u i r e m e n t s  for  re p o r t i n g  do m e s t i c  

vi o l e n c e , res e a r c h e r s  ha v e  no t e d  nu m e r o u s  co m p l i c a t i o n s  an d  ne g a t i v e  ef f e c t s  for  vic t i m s  

on c e  au t h o r i t i e s  ar e  no t i f i e d .  Re l i g i o u s  le a d e r s  in Ca l i f o r n i a  sho u l d  un d e r s t a n d  the s e  

po t e n t i a l  co n s e q u e n c e s  to be t t e r  su p p o r t  vic t i m s  of do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e  af t e r  a rep o r t  is 

m a d e . 

Ce r t a i n  sta t e s  ha v e  ex e m p t i o n s  to rep o r t i n g  do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e . Ac c o r d i n g  to 

Jo r d a n  an d  Pr i t c h a r d  (2 0 1 8 ) , it is le f t  up  to th e  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r ’ s  di s c r e t i o n  in 

Pe n n s y l v a n i a , Ne w  Ha m p s h i r e , an d  Te n n e s s e e  to rep o r t in s t a n c e s  of do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e  

(p p . 81 – 8 2 ) .  In Ok l a h o m a , a re p o r t  ca n  on l y  be  m a d e  if the  m e n t a l l y  co m p e t e n t ad u l t 

vi c t i m  re q u e s t s  it ora l l y  or in wr i t i n g ;  the  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r  ca n n o t do  so wi t h o u t th e  

vi c t i m ’ s  co n s e n t . Al t h o u g h  th i s  m a y  se e m  s tr a n g e  to so m e , th e r e  are  re a s o n s  wh y  the s e  

sta t e s  ha v e  ta k e n  th i s  s ta n c e . A stu d y  co n d u c t e d  by  Su l l i v a n  an d  Ha g e n  (2 0 0 5 )  su r v e y e d  

six  do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e  an d  se x u a l as s a u l t  ser v i c e  sh e l t e r s  in a Mi d w e s t e r n  sta t e  to ga t h e r 

vi c t i m s ’  pe r s p e c t i v e s  on  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  la w s . Pa r t i c i p a n t s  in the  stu d y  ha d  

ex p e r i e n c e d  ph y s i c a l vi o l e n c e , inc l u d i n g  be i n g  be a t e n  wi t h  fis t s  an d  ob j e c t s , ru n  ov e r  by  

a ca r , s tr a n g l e d , sta b b e d , an d  so d o m i z e d .  Su r p r i s i n g l y , on l y  on e  pa r t i c i p a n t  ou t  of th e  

six t y - o n e  vi c t i m s  be l i e v e d  th a t  m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  sh o u l d  no t i f y  the  po l i c e .  Th e  

ex p e r i e n c e  of th a t on e  ou t l i e r vi c t i m  di f f e r e d  fro m  th a t of m o s t  ot h e r  pa r t i c i p a n t s  in tha t  

sh e  wa s  rap e d  by  a str a n g e r . Th e  re s t of th e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  un a n i m o u s l y  be l i e v e d  tha t  

re p o r t i n g  sh o u l d  no t be  m a n d a t o r y  un t i l se v e r a l  ch a n g e s  ar e  ma d e  in th e  sy s t e m  to 

pr o m o t e  vic t i m s ’  sa f e t y . 
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Su l l i v a n  an d  Ha g e n  (20 0 5 )  als o  fo u n d  tha t  all  pa r t i c i p a n t s  in the  stu d y , ex c e p t fo r  

on e , ex p r e s s e d  ex t r e m e  di s a p p o i n t m e n t wi t h  the  re s p o n s e  th e y  rec e i v e d  fro m  th e  po l i c e , 

pr o s e c u t i o n , an d  th e  co u r t s :  

Th e y  re p o r t e d  tha t  the  po l i c e  did  no t  tak e  th e i r  ca s e s  se r i o u s l y  an d  fa i l e d  to 

in v e s t i g a t e  the  cr i m e s  fu l l y , pu r s u e  ch a r g e s  ag a i n s t  th e  ab u s e r s , or ap p r e h e n d  th e  

ab u s e r s  if ch a r g e s  we r e  au t h o r i z e d . Th e y  al s o  rep o r t e d  th a t th e  pro s e c u t o r s  eit h e r di d  

no t  co n s u l t wi t h  the m  be f o r e  ple a  ba r g a i n s  we r e  off e r e d  to th e  de f e n d a n t s  or fai l e d  to 

pr o s e c u t e  the  ca s e s  vi g o r o u s l y  thr o u g h  to tri a l .  Th e y  de s c r i b e d  a lo n g  his t o r y  of 

ju d g e s  fa i l i n g  to giv e  m e a n i n g f u l se n t e n c e s  to co n v i c t e d  de f e n d a n t s ; fa i l i n g  to 

en f o r c e  pe r s o n a l  pro t e c t i o n  ord e r s , co n d i t i o n s  of bo n d s , or pr o b a t i o n  ord e r s ; an d  

aw a r d i n g  ab u s e r s  cu s t o d y  an d  pa r e n t i n g  tim e  wi t h  ch i l d r e n . (p . 35 3 )  

Th e  wo m e n  als o  co n v e y e d  tha t  ret a l i a t i o n  ass a u l t s  we r e  oft e n  mo r e  vio l e n t th a n  

th e  or i g i n a l  be a t i n g s . An o t h e r  sig n i f i c a n t co n c e r n  fo r  inj u r e d  wo m e n  wa s  th e  fea r  tha t  

se e k i n g  m e d i c a l tre a t m e n t  or he l p  fro m  loc a l  po l i c e  wo u l d  re s u l t  in Ch i l d  Pr o t e c t i v e  

Se r v i c e s  (C P S )  be i n g  no t i f i e d  an d  th e i r  ch i l d r e n  be i n g  rem o v e d . Ma n y  of the  wo m e n  wh o  

pa r t i c i p a t e d  in the  s tu d y  ha d  pre v i o u s l y  or cu r r e n t l y  ha d  ch i l d r e n  re m o v e d  fro m  the i r  

ho m e s . Fo r  in s t a n c e , in on e  fo c u s  gr o u p , 6 ou t of 19  wo m e n  cu r r e n t l y  ha d  the i r  ch i l d r e n  

pl a c e d  ou t s i d e  of the i r ca r e  by  th e  ch i l d  we l f a r e  sy s t e m . W h e n  CP S  rem o v e d  ch i l d r e n  

fro m  the i r ho m e s  an d  ch i l d  we l f a r e  ca s e s  we r e  op e n e d  in fam i l y  co u r t ,  th e  m o t h e r s  fel t 

th e y  re c e i v e d  in a d e q u a t e  leg a l  rep r e s e n t a t i o n  fro m  the i r co u r t - a p p o i n t e d  att o r n e y s . So m e  

re p o r t e d  mi n i m a l co n t a c t  wi t h  th e i r  at t o r n e y s  be t w e e n  co u r t he a r i n g s  an d  the i r  at t o r n e y s ’ 

fa i l u r e  to ret u r n  te l e p h o n e  ca l l s .  In ad d i t i o n , th e  wo m e n  re p o r t e d  tha t  co u r t - a p p o i n t e d  

att o r n e y s  in ch i l d  we l f a r e  an d  cri m i n a l ca s e s  of t e n  ad v i s e d  the m  to pl e a d  gu i l t y  
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re g a r d l e s s  of the  ch a r g e  or th e i r  gu i l t or in n o c e n c e . In som e  co u n t i e s , po l i c i e s  req u i r e  th e  

po l i c e  to no t i f y  CP S  wh e n e v e r th e y  inv e s t i g a t e  a do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e  ca l l in v o l v i n g  

ch i l d r e n  pr e s e n t in the  ho m e . On e  vic t i m  (N i c k y ) re c o u n t e d  th e  fo l l o w i n g  to the  

re s e a r c h e r s : 

I we n t  thr o u g h  a CP S  in v e s t i g a t i o n . Af t e r  he sh o t  up  the  ho u s e , the  po l i c e  sp e n t 11  

ho u r s  di g g i n g  bu l l e t s  ou t of th e  wa l l s .  Th e  ho u s e  wa s  to r n  up . Th e n  my  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  

ca l l e d  CP S  an d  sa i d , “S h e  al w a y s  liv e s  lik e  th i s . ”  It to o k  th r e e  ye a r s  to ge t m y  kid s  

ba c k . (S u l l i v a n  & Ha g e n , 20 0 5 , p. 31 1 ) 

Th e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  m e n t i o n e d  sev e r a l ot h e r is s u e s  th a t in f l u e n c e d  the i r re l u c t a n c e  to 

ha v e  the i r vi c t i m i z a t i o n  rep o r t e d  to th e  po l i c e . Th e  tw o  m o s t pr e v a l e n t  co n c e r n s  we r e  

fe a r  th a t  th e i r  me n t a l he a l t h  his t o r i e s  wo u l d  be c o m e  pu b l i c  an d  be  use d  ag a i n s t  the m , an d  

un w a n t e d  att e n t i o n  fro m  the  m e d i a . Th e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  str o n g l y  be l i e v e d  th a t it sh o u l d  be  a 

wo m a n ’ s  ch o i c e  wh e t h e r  to co n t a c t th e  po l i c e . Th e  on l y  tim e  the s e  wo m e n  he s i t a t e d  in 

ex p r e s s i n g  thi s  op i n i o n  wa s  if the  vi c t i m  wa s  a ch i l d . 

In the i r re s e a r c h  ye a r s  lat e r ,  Jor d a n  an d  Pri t c h a r d  (2 0 1 8 ) co n d u c t e d  a m e t a -

an a l y s i s  of do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e , fin d i n g  sim i l a r op i n i o n s  am o n g  vi c t i m s , al t h o u g h  no t  as  

dr a s t i c  in nu m b e r s  as in Su l l i v a n  an d  Ha g e n ’ s  20 0 5  stu d y . Jo r d a n  an d  Pr i t c h a r d  (20 1 8 )  

fo u n d  tha t  on l y  tw o  ou t  of fiv e  wo m e n  re p o r t e d  the y  wo u l d  ha v e  be e n  les s  lik e l y  to 

co n t a c t  a do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e  sh e l t e r  if th e y  kn e w  in ad v a n c e  tha t  a ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t  

wo u l d  be  ma d e  (p . 76 ) . Th e y  als o  cit e d  oth e r  wo r k s  in th e i r  me t a - a n a l y s i s , suc h  as  

Ro d r i g u e z  et al.  (2 0 0 2 ) , wh o  co n d u c t e d  a stu d y  wi t h  35 8  wo m e n  in Ca l i f o r n i a  (p . 77 ) . 

Th e y  fo u n d  tha t  wh i l e  m o s t  wo m e n  su p p o r t e d  som e  fo r m  of re p o r t i n g  to po l i c e , th e  

m a j o r i t y  (68 % )  did  no t  en d o r s e  a do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e  rep o r t i n g  m a n d a t e  if it wa s  ag a i n s t  
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th e  wi s h e s  of a pa t i e n t .  In th e  sam e  stu d y , al m o s t  ha l f  (45 % )  of th e  ab u s e d  wo m e n  

re p o r t e d  tha t  the y  wo u l d  be  at gr e a t e r  ris k  for  vi o l e n c e  fro m  the i r pa r t n e r  if th e y  we r e  

su b j e c t  to a m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law . Th e s e  au t h o r s  al s o  re f e r e n c e d  the  wo r k  of Gl a s s  et 

al.  (2 0 0 1 ) , wh o  co n d u c t e d  a s tu d y  of wo m e n  se r v e d  in 11  co m m u n i t y  ho s p i t a l em e r g e n c y  

de p a r t m e n t s  in Pe n n s y l v a n i a  an d  Ca l i f o r n i a  (p. 77 ) . Th e y  fo u n d  tha t  40 %  to 60 %  of 

ab u s e d  wo m e n  sa i d  the y  wo u l d  no t  dis c l o s e  vio l e n c e  to th e i r  he a l t h c a r e  pr o v i d e r  if the y  

kn e w  th a t a m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law  ex i s t e d . Th e y  th e n  ref e r e n c e d  wo r k s  by  Co u l t e r  an d  

Ch e z  (1 9 9 7 ) , wh o  fou n d  th a t “a b u s e d  wo m e n  we r e  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  le s s  su p p o r t i v e  of 

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  tha n  no n - a b u s e d  wo m e n ”  (Jo r d a n  & Pri t c h a r d , p. 78 ) . 

Th e n  ho w  sho u l d  a pa s t o r  ha n d l e  thi s  inf o r m a t i o n  wh i l e  sti l l  co m p l y i n g  wi t h  the  

law s  in Ca l i f o r n i a ?  I su g g e s t  tha t  mo s t  of th e  tim e , a pa s t o r  wi l l  alr e a d y  pe r c e i v e  tha t  a 

pe r s o n  is suf f e r i n g  fro m  do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e  be f o r e  the  vi c t i m  ac t u a l l y  di s c l o s e s  an y t h i n g .  

A pa s t o r co u l d  ch o o s e  to ex p l a i n  fir s t  tha t  the y  ar e  a m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r an d  wh a t  th a t  

en t a i l s  be f o r e  as k i n g  ab o u t  do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e . Al t h o u g h  th i s  m a y  de t e r  a pe r s o n  fro m  

di s c l o s i n g  ab u s e  inf o r m a t i o n , it al s o  em p o w e r s  th e  vic t i m  to de c i d e  wh e t h e r  to dis c l o s e , 

as  the y  kn o w  th e i r  sit u a t i o n  be t t e r th a n  the  pa s t o r do e s . Inf o r m i n g  the  vi c t i m  of th e i r  

sta t u s  as a m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r  be f o r e h a n d , rat h e r th a n  aft e r th e  fac t ,  wo u l d  no t vi o l a t e  

do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e  rep o r t i n g  la w s  in Ca l i f o r n i a .  

 
El d e r an d  De p e n d e n t  Ad u l t Ab u s e   

El d e r ab u s e  is br o a d l y  de f i n e d  to en c o m p a s s  ph y s i c a l ,  se x u a l , an d  ps y c h o l o g i c a l  

ab u s e , as we l l  as fin a n c i a l ex p l o i t a t i o n  an d  ca r e g i v e r  ne g l e c t .  It is a sig n i f i c a n t is s u e  in 

th e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s , es t i m a t e d  to aff e c t 1 in 10  eld e r s .  Th i s  fig u r e  is lik e l y  an un d e r e s t i m a t e  

be c a u s e  m a n y  eld e r l y  vi c t i m s  ar e  af r a i d  or un w i l l i n g  to lod g e  a co m p l a i n t ag a i n s t  the  
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ab u s e r , wh o m  th e y  lov e  an d  ma y  de p e n d  up o n  (T a n , 20 1 9 ) . Th e  la w s  th a t pr o t e c t  the  

eld e r l y  (e. g . ,  62  an d  ov e r in mo s t  sta t e s )  ma y  al s o  ex t e n d  to ot h e r yo u n g e r  vu l n e r a b l e  

ad u l t s  wh o , du e  to im p a i r m e n t , are  un a b l e  to co m m u n i c a t e  or m a k e  res p o n s i b l e  de c i s i o n s  

to ma n a g e  the i r ow n  ca r e  or res o u r c e s , ca r r y  ou t  or ar r a n g e  es s e n t i a l ac t i v i t i e s  of da i l y  

liv i n g , or pr o t e c t  the m s e l v e s  fro m  ab u s e . 

As  a M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t e r , yo u  are  re q u i r e d  to re p o r t  if yo u  wi t n e s s  an  in c i d e n t , 

re c e i v e  inf o r m a t i o n  or ev i d e n c e  (w h e t h e r  vis u a l  or au d i b l e ) , or if an el d e r or de p e n d e n t 

ad u l t  di s c l o s e s  an  in c i d e n t th a t ap p e a r s  to co n s t i t u t e  ab u s e . Al l  he a l t h  pra c t i t i o n e r s  an d  

em p l o y e e s  in lo n g - t e r m  he a l t h c a r e  fa c i l i t i e s  are  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r s .  “A  va s t m a j o r i t y  of 

in d i v i d u a l s  wo r k i n g  wi t h  eld e r  & de p e n d e n t  ad u l t s  ar e  ex c e l l e n t  ca r e g i v e r s . 

Un f o r t u n a t e l y , str e s s  ca n  le a d  to un i n t e n d e d  ac t i o n s  by  ca r e g i v e r s — a c t i o n s  th a t m a y  

re s u l t in ab u s e , ne g l e c t ,  or mi s t r e a t m e n t (R e g a l  Me d i c a l  Gr o u p , 20 2 0 ) . ”  Cl e r g y  ar e  of t e n  

am o n g  th e  fir s t  to rep o r t el d e r ab u s e , esp e c i a l l y  in ch u r c h e s  wh e r e  m a n y  me m b e r s  are  

ge r i a t r i c  an d  re s i d e  in lon g - t e r m  ca r e  fac i l i t i e s , wi t h  lit t l e  to no  fa m i l y  or vi s i t o r s  be s i d e s  

th e  cl e r g y . Ho w  do e s  a ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r  rep o r t el d e r ab u s e ?  Ac c o r d i n g  to RA I N N  

(2 0 2 0 ) , a kn o w n  or su s p e c t e d  in s t a n c e  of ab u s e  sho u l d  be  rep o r t e d  by  te l e p h o n e  or 

th r o u g h  a co n f i d e n t i a l  int e r n e t  rep o r t i n g  too l , im m e d i a t e l y  or as so o n  as  pra c t i c a l l y  

po s s i b l e . If rep o r t e d  by  te l e p h o n e , a wr i t t e n  rep o r t sh a l l be  se n t , or an  int e r n e t  rep o r t  sha l l 

be  ma d e  wi t h i n  tw o  wo r k i n g  da y s . If the  su s p e c t e d  ab u s e  re s u l t s  in se r i o u s  bo d i l y  in j u r y , 

a tel e p h o n e  rep o r t sh a l l be  ma d e  to the  lo c a l law  en f o r c e m e n t  ag e n c y  im m e d i a t e l y , bu t  

als o  no  la t e r  tha n  wi t h i n  tw o  ho u r s . 

 



 

84  

 
 
 
 
 

CH A P T E R  4 
 
 

DE S C R I P T I O N  OF  TH E  PA S T O R A L  TR A I N I N G  SE S S I O N  
 
 

As  no t e d  in th e  rev i e w  of cu r r e n t lit e r a t u r e  in Ch a p t e r 2, th e  tra i n i n g  of pa s t o r s  to 

id e n t i f y  an d  re p o r t  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e  am o n g  m e m b e r s  of th e i r  co n g r e g a t i o n s  ha s  

re c e i v e d  lit t l e  at t e n t i o n  ac r o s s  de n o m i n a t i o n s , in c l u d i n g  th e  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t  

Ch u r c h . Ho w e v e r , ab u s e  co n t i n u e s  to pe r s i s t ,  of t e n  di r e c t l y  in the  pr e s e n c e  of tho s e  wh o  

co u l d  be  th e  gre a t e s t  as s e t  to th o s e  wh o  are  su f f e r i n g . As  me n t i o n e d  ea r l i e r ,  pa s t o r s  are  

of t e n  on  th e  fro n t lin e  an d  th e  mo s t lik e l y  fir s t re s p o n d e r s  to in c i d e n t s  of ab u s e  for  

se v e r a l  rea s o n s . F ir s t l y , me m b e r s  of t e n  se e k  ad v i c e , wi s d o m , an s w e r s  to qu e s t i o n s , 

co u n s e l i n g , an d  in t e r v e n t i o n s , vie w i n g  pa s t o r s  as  spi r i t u a l au t h o r i t i e s .  Se c o n d l y , thi s  

sp i r i t u a l  au t h o r i t y  co m e s  wi t h  a hi g h  lev e l  of tru s t  an d  co n f i d e n c e  th a t ch u r c h  me m b e r s  

pl a c e  in the  pa s t o r  in ex c h a n g e  fo r ad v i c e  an d  co n f i d e n t i a l i t y . (T h i s  co n f i d e n t i a l i t y  ma y  

no t  ex i s t wi t h i n  th e  me m b e r ’ s  fri e n d s  or fam i l y  ci r c l e s . )  A th i r d  fa c t o r  to co n s i d e r  is th a t 

m a n y  ch u r c h  me m b e r s  of t e n  tu r n  to pa s t o r s  ins t e a d  of pro f e s s i o n a l  co u n s e l o r s , wh o  m a y  

co m e  wi t h  a ste e p  mo n e t a r y  bu r d e n . Pa s t o r a l ad v i c e  an d  co u n s e l ar e  usu a l l y  of f e r e d  fre e  

of ch a r g e . Fo r  the s e  rea s o n s , pa s t o r s  ar e  oft e n  the  fro n t l i n e  fo r vi c t i m s  of ab u s e  wi t h i n  

th e i r  co n g r e g a t i o n s . 

Th e  Li t e r a t u r e  Re v i e w  (ch a p . 2) an d  the  Th e o l o g i c a l  Re f l e c t i o n  (c h a p . 3) 

in f o r m e d  th e  pro j e c t ’ s  de v e l o p m e n t . Th i s  ch a p t e r ou t l i n e s  the  ste p s  to im p l e m e n t  th e  pl a n  

of ac t i o n  fo r  Fa c i l i t a t i n g  Ap p r o p r i a t e  Cl e r g y  Re s p o n s e s  to Ab u s e  in the  Ce n t r a l 
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Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e  of Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t s  (la t e r  ch a n g e d  to th e  W i s c o n s i n  

Co n f e r e n c e ;  see  ch a p . 5) . 

Th i s  ch a p t e r is div i d e d  int o  thr e e  spe c i f i c  se c t i o n s . Th e  fir s t  sec t i o n  de s c r i b e s  the  

de v e l o p m e n t of a pa s t o r a l tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  ce n t e r e d  on  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e , 

de t a i l i n g  th e  co n t e x t in wh i c h  the  id e a  of th e  ne c e s s i t y  of a tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  an d  cu r r i c u l a r  

co n t e x t  ori g i n a l l y  de v e l o p e d . Th e  sec o n d  pa r t of th i s  ch a p t e r  ou t l i n e s  th e  tra i n i n g  

m e t h o d o l o g y  an d  s tr u c t u r e  th a t wi l l be  im p l e m e n t e d  in th e  tra i n i n g  of th e  pa s t o r s , wh i l e  

th e  th i r d  se c t i o n  co v e r s  th e  ev a l u a t i o n  of th e  lea r n i n g  ou t c o m e s  fo r th e  tra i n i n g . 

 
De v e l o p m e n t a l  Co n t e x t fo r  th e  Tr a i n i n g  Se s s i o n  

Th e  ch o i c e  of top i c  an d  tit l e , “F a c i l i t a t i n g  Ap p r o p r i a t e  Cl e r g y  Re s p o n s e s  to 

Ab u s e  in the  Ce n t r a l  Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e  of Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t s , ”  wi t h  a fo c u s  on  

ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l  ab u s e , pr i m a r i l y  ar o s e  fro m  my  fo u r ye a r s  as a pa s t o r .  Ot h e r fa c t o r s , 

su c h  as fe l l o w  pa s t o r s  sh a r i n g  the i r ex p e r i e n c e s  of ab u s e  am o n g  m e m b e r s  in th e i r  

m i n i s t r i e s , als o  in f l u e n c e d  m y  de c i s i o n . Ho w e v e r , the  m a i n  in s p i r a t i o n  for  m y  pa p e r ’ s  

to p i c  co m e s  fro m  an  inc i d e n t I en c o u n t e r e d  as a ne w  pa s t o r .  In 20 1 5 , ha v i n g  re c e n t l y  

gr a d u a t e d  fro m  the  se m i n a r y  at An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y , I lac k e d  pr i o r  pa s t o r a l ex p e r i e n c e  

an d  the  us u a l ne t w o r k i n g  co n n e c t i o n s  to a co n f e r e n c e . Th i s  ma d e  it ch a l l e n g i n g  to se c u r e  

im m e d i a t e  em p l o y m e n t as  a pa s t o r  up o n  gra d u a t i o n . Af t e r a ye a r  of un c e r t a i n t y , 

wo n d e r i n g  if Go d  ha d  ac t u a l l y  le d  me  to sem i n a r y  or no t ,  I wa s  of f e r e d  a po s i t i o n  as  an 

as s o c i a t e  pa s t o r  in a la r g e  ch u r c h  wi t h i n  the  Ce n t r a l Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e . 

Be c o m i n g  a ne w  pa s t o r wa s  on e  of the  m o s t da u n t i n g  ta s k s  I ha d  ev e r  un d e r t a k e n , 

es p e c i a l l y  be c a u s e  it wa s  un l i k e  an y  jo b  I ha d  ev e r  ha d  be f o r e . Fo r t u n a t e l y , I wa s  

wo r k i n g  un d e r  an  ex p e r i e n c e d  sen i o r pa s t o r .  Be i n g  in a la r g e  co n g r e g a t i o n , I gr a d u a l l y  
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m e t  an d  int e r a c t e d  wi t h  th e  me m b e r s , wh i c h  so m e t i m e s  re q u i r e d  a bit  of di s c e r n m e n t on  

m y  pa r t .  Oc c a s i o n a l l y , ce r t a i n  m e m b e r s  are  in t e r e s t e d  in be f r i e n d i n g  yo u  fo r  

m a n i p u l a t i v e  pu r p o s e s  or ot h e r le s s  th a n  ide a l re a s o n s . I en c o u n t e r e d  a few  me m b e r s  wh o  

in s t a n t l y  rai s e d  red  fla g s  fo r m e . La t e r , wh e n  ta l k i n g  wi t h  th e  sen i o r  pa s t o r , he  of t e n  

co n f i r m e d  m y  sus p i c i o n s  ab o u t ce r t a i n  ind i v i d u a l s  an d  the n  of f e r e d  me  gr e a t  ad v i c e  on  

ho w  to en g a g e  wi t h  th e m . 

Ho w e v e r , th e r e  wa s  on e  m e m b e r  wh o  co m p l e t e l y  fle w  un d e r  bo t h  ou r  ra d a r s . He  

wa s  a yo u n g  ma n  in his  la t e  20 s , ma r r i e d  wi t h  yo u n g  ch i l d r e n . He  an d  hi s  fam i l y  att e n d e d  

ch u r c h  re g u l a r l y , an d  I ha d  sp o k e n  to hi m  a fe w  tim e s  bu t  alw a y s  ca s u a l l y .  Th e  co u p l e  

wa s n ’ t di r e c t l y  in v o l v e d  in mi n i s t r y  or vo l u n t e e r i n g  at the  ch u r c h . He  wo r k e d  ful l - t i m e , 

an d  sh e  wa s  at ho m e  ra i s i n g  tw o  ch i l d r e n  an d  pr e g n a n t .  Ho w e v e r , th i s  in d i v i d u a l wa s  

in v o l v e d  in mi n i s t r y  as  a tea c h e r at the  lo c a l ac a d e m y . He  ha d  wo r k e d  th e r e  fo r 

ap p r o x i m a t e l y  th r e e  ye a r s  by  the  tim e  I ar r i v e d  an d  ha d  pre v i o u s l y  be e n  em p l o y e d  as a 

tea c h e r  at an o t h e r  ac a d e m y  in the  So u t h e a s t e r n  Un i t e d  S ta t e s . Be f o r e  tha t ,  he  wa s  a 

co u n s e l o r  at a ch u r c h  su m m e r  ca m p  wi t h i n  th e  de n o m i n a t i o n . 

Af t e r ab o u t  six  mo n t h s  of m e  be i n g  em p l o y e d  at the  ch u r c h , th e  sen i o r  pa s t o r 

ste p p e d  do w n  an d  le f t  th e  co u n t r y  to pu r s u e  hi s  ow n  m i n i s t r y  in Ca n a d a , le a v i n g  m e  to 

pa s t o r  the  ch u r c h  wi t h  th e  he l p  of the  el d e r s . Th e  tra n s i t i o n  wa s n ’ t  pa r t i c u l a r l y  ea s y , an d  I 

fa c e d  m a n y  ch a l l e n g e s . Th i n g s  we r e  go i n g  we l l en o u g h  un t i l  a sca n d a l  eru p t e d  at ou r  

ac a d e m y . It wa s  al l ov e r  the  ne w s . “L o c a l  Ch r i s t i a n  sc h o o l te a c h e r  fle e s  au t h o r i t i e s  am i d  

ac c u s a t i o n s  of sex u a l  as s a u l t ag a i n s t  stu d e n t s . ”   

Fr o m  wh a t I rec a l l ,  at lea s t tw o  di f f e r e n t m a l e  stu d e n t s  ha d  co m e  for w a r d  wi t h  

ac c u s a t i o n s  th a t th e y  ha d  be e n  fo r c e d  to pe r f o r m  or a l se x  on  the  te a c h e r  in a cl a s s r o o m  
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clo s e t ,  ye a r s  pri o r , wh i l e  th e y  we r e  in the  th i r d  an d  fo u r t h  gra d e . It wa s  al s o  rep o r t e d  in 

th e  ne w s  tha t th e  tea c h e r  ha d  fa c e d  pre v i o u s  sex u a l  mi s c o n d u c t  all e g a t i o n s  wh i l e  

em p l o y e d  at an o t h e r Ad v e n t i s t  ac a d e m y , an d  tha t  he  wa s  hir e d  at ou r  ac a d e m y  wi t h  tha t 

in f o r m a t i o n  be i n g  kn o w n  by  ou r  ac a d e m y ’ s  ad m i n i s t r a t i o n . Th e  loc a l  ne w s  lat e r re p o r t e d  

th a t  th e  te a c h e r  ha d  be e n  tip p e d  off  by  a co n f e r e n c e  em p l o y e e , al l o w i n g  hi m  to ev a d e  

ca p t u r e  by  the  au t h o r i t i e s .  W i t h i n  a fe w  m o r e  m o n t h s , a tot a l of fo u r bo y s  at ou r  ac a d e m y  

alo n e  ha d  co m e  fo r w a r d  wi t h  s im i l a r  all e g a t i o n s .  

So m e  of th e  all e g a t i o n s  re p o r t e d  by  the  lo c a l ne w s  we r e  fa l s e  an d / o r  mi s r e p o r t e d . 

Fo r  ex a m p l e , th e  sta t e m e n t  tha t ou r  ac a d e m y  hi r e d  hi m  kn o w i n g  th e r e  wa s  se x u a l 

m i s c o n d u c t pr e v i o u s l y  at an o t h e r  ac a d e m y  wa s  m i s l e a d i n g . It tu r n s  ou t  the  “m i s c o n d u c t ”  

wa s  th a t he  ha d  go t t e n  his  gi r l f r i e n d  (w h o m  he  la t e r  ma r r i e d ) pr e g n a n t . It’ s  no t  sur p r i s i n g  

th a t  th e  lo c a l ne w s  le f t  ou t  tha t vi t a l  bi t of inf o r m a t i o n . Ho w e v e r , he  di d  rec e i v e  a ch a r g e  

of dri v i n g  un d e r  the  in f l u e n c e  (D U I )  wh i l e  wo r k i n g  at hi s  pr e v i o u s  ac a d e m y , wh i c h  

ul t i m a t e l y  led  to hi s  te r m i n a t i o n . Ce r t a i n  pe o p l e  wh o  we r e  em p l o y e d  at m y  co n f e r e n c e  

kn e w  hi m  fro m  hi s  for m e r  co n f e r e n c e  an d  vo u c h e d  fo r  him . Co n s e q u e n t l y , he wa s  hir e d  

at ou r  ac a d e m y  de s p i t e  his  pr e v i o u s  ter m i n a t i o n . It’ s  rar e  to be  ar r e s t e d  fo r  DU I yo u r  fir s t 

tim e . Th i s  in d i c a t e s  a pa t t e r n  an d  a re a s o n  he  sh o u l d  no t ha v e  be e n  hir e d  to wo r k  at ou r 

ac a d e m y  in the  fir s t pl a c e . 

Re g a r d i n g  th e  co n f e r e n c e  em p l o y e e  tip p i n g  him  off , th a t wa s  al s o  m i s c o n s t r u e d  

by  th e  m e d i a . Be f o r e  the  po l i c e  co u l d  is s u e  a wa r r a n t , so m e o n e  ha d  m e n t i o n e d  the  

all e g a t i o n s  to th i s  fo r m e r co n f e r e n c e  em p l o y e e . Th e  ind i v i d u a l  ca l l e d  the  te a c h e r  ou t of 

co n c e r n  fo r  his  fri e n d  to m i n i s t e r  to hi m  an d  ve r i f y  the  al l e g a t i o n s . Th i s , of co u r s e , tip p e d  

of f th e  tea c h e r , pr o m p t i n g  him  to fle e  th e  sta t e .  Ha v i n g  wo r k e d  wi t h  thi s  for m e r  



 

88  

em p l o y e e , I kn e w  he  wa s  a ve r y  ca r i n g  an d  co m p a s s i o n a t e  ind i v i d u a l , bu t he  wa s  al s o  

so m e w h a t na ï v e  ab o u t  ma n y  th i n g s . I hig h l y  do u b t hi s  int e n t i o n s  we r e  to tip  of f th e  

tea c h e r , bu t th a t is ho w  th e  m e d i a  po r t r a y e d  the  s to r y . Th e  lo c a l po l i c e  we r e  als o  

di s p l e a s e d  wi t h  his  ac t i o n s . Ru m o r s  ci r c u l a t e d  tha t  the y  wa n t e d  to arr e s t  hi m  fo r ai d i n g  

an d  ab e t t i n g , bu t  no t h i n g  ca m e  of it be c a u s e  th i s  in d i v i d u a l  wa s  ou t  of th e  co u n t r y  at th e  

tim e . 

Th e  te a c h e r  fle d  the  s ta t e , lea v i n g  his  pr e g n a n t  wi f e  an d  tw o  yo u n g  ch i l d r e n  

be h i n d . Im m e d i a t e l y , sh e  m o v e d  ba c k  in wi t h  he r  pa r e n t s  ac r o s s  the  co u n t r y . Af t e r 

ro u g h l y  th r e e  m o n t h s  of be i n g  on  th e  ru n , he  wa s  fin a l l y  ap p r e h e n d e d  in F l o r i d a  at a 

re l a t i v e ’ s  ho u s e . He  wa s  th e n  ex t r a d i t e d  ba c k  to Ca l i f o r n i a  to aw a i t  his  tri a l .  Hi s  tri a l 

pr o c e e d i n g s  be g a n  in 20 1 7 , an d  he  wa s  he l d  in the  Fr e s n o  Co u n t y  ja i l  on  a mi l l i o n - d o l l a r  

ba i l ,  fa c i n g  a 26 6 - y e a r  sen t e n c e . In 20 1 9 , pr o s e c u t o r s  of f e r e d  hi m  a pl e a  de a l  for  30  ye a r s  

in pri s o n , wh i c h  he  in i t i a l l y  re f u s e d . 

Ba s e d  on  18  co u n t s  of ch i l d  mo l e s t a t i o n , inc l u d i n g  or a l  co p u l a t i o n  of a ch i l d  10  

ye a r s  or yo u n g e r , le w d , or las c i v i o u s  ac t s  wi t h  a m i n o r , an d  se x u a l  pe n e t r a t i o n  wi t h  a 

fo r e i g n  ob j e c t ,  a ju d g e  de t e r m i n e d  the r e  wa s  su f f i c i e n t ev i d e n c e  to pr o c e e d  wi t h  the  tri a l .  

Ho w e v e r , it wa s n ’ t  un t i l 20 2 2 , th a t he  pl e a d e d  gu i l t y . He  is cu r r e n t l y  ser v i n g  a 30 - y e a r  

se n t e n c e  at Iro n w o o d  Co r r e c t i o n a l  Fa c i l i t y  in So u t h e a s t e r n  Ca l i f o r n i a .  

Th e  sc a r s  th a t  re m a i n  fro m  hi s  ac t i o n s  ru n  de e p , an d  ma n y  of the m  sti l l  lin g e r in 

ob s c u r i t y . Th e  co n s e q u e n c e s  we r e  ev i d e n t ac r o s s  th e  ac a d e m y  an d  th e  co n f e r e n c e . 

Fa m i l i e s  of the  vic t i m s  rel o c a t e d , an d  ind i v i d u a l s  dis a s s o c i a t e d  th e m s e l v e s  fro m  

ch u r c h e s . No t a b l y , on e  of th e  vi c t i m s  wa s  a m e m b e r  of m y  ch u r c h , wh i l e  an o t h e r  wa s  a 

stu d e n t  in m y  Bi b l e  stu d y  cl a s s  at the  ac a d e m y . An o t h e r  bo y  in m y  cla s s  en d u r e d  ve r b a l  
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m i s t r e a t m e n t fro m  th e  tea c h e r . Ac c o r d i n g  to hi s  mo t h e r , he  wa s  lik e l y  be i n g  gr o o m e d  fo r  

po t e n t i a l  fu t u r e  sex u a l  ab u s e . Su b s e q u e n t l y , th e  en r o l l m e n t  pl u m m e t e d  fro m  12 0  stu d e n t s  

to ap p r o x i m a t e l y  70  th e  fo l l o w i n g  ye a r .  Be c a u s e  it wa s  hi g h l y  pu b l i c i z e d  by  the  m e d i a , 

th e r e  we r e  pro t e s t o r s  wi t h  s ig n s  s ta n d i n g  ac r o s s  th e  s tr e e t  fro m  the  ac a d e m y  fo r ab o u t  a 

we e k . Th e  co n f e r e n c e  en c o u n t e r e d  wi d e s p r e a d  sus p i c i o n  fro m  nu m e r o u s  me m b e r s ,  

re s u l t i n g  in som e  lea v i n g  the  ch u r c h  an d  ot h e r s  wi t h h o l d i n g  tit h e .  Th e  co n f e r e n c e ’ s  

ha n d l i n g  of the  sit u a t i o n  wa s  als o  fa r fro m  id e a l , wi t h  sev e r a l fa m i l i e s  fil i n g  law s u i t s  

ag a i n s t  the  sc h o o l . Se t t l e m e n t s  we r e  re a c h e d  wi t h o u t  go i n g  to co u r t ,  un d e r s c o r i n g  th e  

m u l t i p l e  ins t a n c e s  of ne g l i g e n c e  by  ac a d e m y  s ta f f .  W h i l e  the  fin a n c i a l  rep e r c u s s i o n s  

we r e  su b s t a n t i a l fo r  bo t h  th e  sch o o l  an d  the  co n f e r e n c e , the  gr e a t e s t to l l  wa s  on  th e  liv e s  

of ma n y  ch i l d r e n  ac r o s s  dif f e r e n t s ta t e s .  Th e i r  liv e s  wi l l  ne v e r be  th e  sam e  be c a u s e  of thi s  

m a n ’ s  ac t i o n s . Co u l d  th e  tra i n i n g  th a t  I am  pl a n n i n g  to im p l e m e n t  fo r th e  pa s t o r s  of th e  

co n f e r e n c e  ha v e  po t e n t i a l l y  pr e v e n t e d  som e  of the s e  oc c u r r e n c e s ?  I fir m l y  be l i e v e  so , at 

lea s t  to so m e  ex t e n t .  

To  sa f e g u a r d  the  s tu d e n t s ’  ide n t i t i e s , a str i c t  ga g  ord e r  wa s  im p l e m e n t e d , 

ap p l y i n g  to all co n f e r e n c e  sta f f .  Th e y  we r e  ins t r u c t e d  no t  to dis c l o s e  an y  inf o r m a t i o n  

re g a r d i n g  the  id e n t i t i e s  of th e  ch i l d r e n . Ve r y  few  pe o p l e , ev e n  am o n g s t  sta f f  at the  

ac a d e m y , kn e w  th e  ex a c t  ide n t i t y  of tho s e  wh o  we r e  am o n g  the  ab u s e d  ch i l d r e n . Th e  

m a j o r i t y  of th e  inc i d e n t s  ha d  oc c u r r e d  ye a r s  ea r l i e r .  Pr i o r  to the  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  of th e  

ga g  or d e r , I rec e i v e d  in f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t th e  sex u a l  ab u s e  fro m  a fam i l y  m e m b e r  of on e  of 

th e  vi c t i m s . Th e  fa m i l y  ma d e  co m p l a i n t s  to th e  sch o o l  ab o u t so m e  of th e  te a c h e r ’ s  

ac t i o n s  inv o l v i n g  th e i r  so n . Th e  ac c u s a t i o n s  we r e  dis m i s s e d , an d  ev e n  rid i c u l e d , by  

fo r m e r ad m i n i s t r a t o r s  at th e  ac a d e m y . Th e  ini t i a l co m p l a i n t s  sh o u l d  ha v e  ac t i v a t e d  th e  
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pr o c e s s  of pu t t i n g  th e  tea c h e r on  ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  lea v e  un t i l  the  ac c u s a t i o n s  we r e  fu l l y  

in v e s t i g a t e d . No n e  of thi s  ha p p e n e d . Th i s  pa r t l y  co n t r i b u t e d  to the  sc h o o l ’ s  de c i s i o n  to 

se t t l e  ra t h e r  tha n  go  to co u r t .  Th e  ac a d e m y  wa s  fo u n d  to be  gu i l t y  of gr o s s  ne g l i g e n c e  on  

m u l t i p l e  fro n t s .   

Ap p r o x i m a t e l y  a ye a r af t e r  the  te a c h e r ’ s  ar r e s t ,  thi n g s  be g a n  to se t t l e  do w n  at th e  

ac a d e m y . W h i l e  tea c h i n g  a Bi b l e  cla s s  at th e  sc h o o l  on e  da y , I ov e r h e a r d  a gr o u p  of 

tea c h e r s  ch a t t i n g  du r i n g  lu n c h . Th e y  we r e  ex c h a n g i n g  fun n y  s to r i e s  ab o u t  stu d e n t s  th e y  

ha v e  ha d  ov e r  th e  ye a r s . On e  tea c h e r , un a w a r e  of th e  ide n t i t i e s  of th e  ab u s e  vi c t i m s , 

m e n t i o n e d  th e  sp e c i f i c  stu d e n t . Aw a r e  of his  hi s t o r y , I im m e d i a t e l y  pa i d  clo s e r at t e n t i o n . 

“R e m e m b e r  ho w  he  us e d  to try  an d  ru n - a w a y  du r i n g  lun c h  an d  ju m p  th e  fen c e  an d  ha d  to 

be  br o u g h t ba c k  kic k i n g  an d  scr e a m i n g ? ”  Th e  gro u p  la u g h e d . “Y e a h , he wa s  a s tr a n g e  

on e , ob v i o u s l y  thi n g s  we r e n ’ t  qu i t e  rig h t at ho m e . ”  I wa s  fur i o u s  in s i d e , bu t  to pr o t e c t  his  

id e n t i t y  I ke p t m y  mo u t h  sh u t . Al l  I co u l d  thi n k  wa s  “H o w  co u l d  th e y  no t  se e  the  wa r n i n g  

sig n s  or co n n e c t  the  do t s  aft e r th e  fac t ? ”  I be l i e v e  the  an s w e r  is th a t th e y  we r e  ne v e r  

tra i n e d  to se e  the  sig n s  or ev e n  lo o k  fo r th e m .   

 
Tr a i n i n g  M e t h o d o l o g y  

I co n t a c t e d  th e  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r of m y  for m e r  co n f e r e n c e  an d  re c e i v e d  

ap p r o v a l  to im p l e m e n t  m y  pro j e c t  du r i n g  th e  20 2 2  tra i n i n g  cy c l e . Th i s  inv o l v e d  ut i l i z i n g  

th e  pr o p o s e d  co n t e n t  fro m  ch a p t e r s  2 an d  3, alo n g  wi t h  the  m e t h o d o l o g y  ou t l i n e d  in thi s  

ch a p t e r . Th e  me t h o d o l o g y  I em p l o y e d  in th e  tra i n i n g  is on e  th a t I ha v e  pe r s o n a l l y  uti l i z e d  

du r i n g  m y  ten u r e  as an  in s t r u c t o r  in th e  Ai r Fo r c e . Fu r t h e r m o r e , it be a r s  s ig n i f i c a n t  

re s e m b l a n c e , if no t  ide n t i c a l ,  to th e  te a c h i n g  m e t h o d  em p l o y e d  at An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y  

Se m i n a r y  for  pr e a c h i n g  cla s s e s . Al t h o u g h  un n a m e d  in pre a c h i n g  cl a s s e s , thi s  me t h o d  is 
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in f o r m a l l y  re f e r r e d  to as  “T h e  7 S te p  Te a c h i n g  Me t h o d ”  in m i l i t a r y  co n t e x t s . Be c o m i n g  a 

tra i n i n g  in s t r u c t o r  in th e  mi l i t a r y  en t a i l s  a m e t i c u l o u s  an d  rig o r o u s  pr o c e s s .  Ev e r y  

in s t r u c t o r  un d e r g o e s  a six - m o n t h  co u r s e  to ac q u i r e  sk i l l s  in ef f e c t i v e l y  co n v e y i n g  

in f o r m a t i o n  to stu d e n t s .  Ou r  gu i d e b o o k  as  tra i n i n g  ins t r u c t o r s  wa s  a co m p r e h e n s i v e  

ne a r l y  50 0 - p a g e  do c u m e n t tit l e d  Ai r  Fo r c e  Ma n u a l  36 - 2 2 3 6  Gu i d e b o o k  Fo r  Ai r  Fo r c e  

In s t r u c t o r s .  

Th e  se v e n - s t e p  te a c h i n g  m e t h o d , as  ou t l i n e d  in the  m a n u a l , un d e r w e n t  de c a d e s  of 

de v e l o p m e n t , an d  re q u i r e d  mi l l i o n s  of do l l a r s  to stu d y  th e  mo s t ef f i c i e n t m e t h o d  of 

re l a y i n g  in f o r m a t i o n  to s tu d e n t s .  A wi d e  ra n g e  of su b j e c t s  we r e  inv e s t i g a t e d , in c l u d i n g  

lea r n i n g  s ty l e s , att e n t i o n  sp a n s , co n t e n t co n t r o l ,  tim i n g , re t e n t i o n  str a t e g i e s , an d  

nu m e r o u s  oth e r  fac e t s . Th e  ou t c o m e  wa s  the  cre a t i o n  of wh a t  wo u l d  co m e  to be  kn o w n  

as  the  se v e n - s t e p  te a c h i n g  m e t h o d . Th e  s te p s  ar e  as fo l l o w s :   

1. At t e n t i o n   

2. M o t i v a t i o n   

3. Ov e r v i e w  

4. Bo d y  

5. Re m o t i v a t i o n   

6. Ov e r v i e w  

7. Cl o s u r e  

Th e  fir s t s te p  is the  at t e n t i o n  s te p . Ac c o r d i n g  to th e  Ai r  Fo r c e  M a n u a l ,  th e  

att e n t i o n  ste p  is de s c r i b e d  to the  in s t r u c t o r  as fo l l o w s :  

At t e n t i o n . To  ga i n  at t e n t i o n , th e  ins t r u c t o r  m a y  rel a t e  so m e  in c i d e n t  foc u s i n g  s tu d e n t s  

on  th e  su b j e c t  an d  pr o v i d i n g  a ba c k g r o u n d  fo r th e  les s o n . An o t h e r  ap p r o a c h  m a y  be  
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to ma k e  an  un e x p e c t e d  or su r p r i s i n g  s ta t e m e n t  or ask  a qu e s t i o n  tha t  rel a t e s  th e  le s s o n  

to gro u p  ne e d s . A rh e t o r i c a l  qu e s t i o n  (H a v e  yo u  ev e r . . . ?  or Ca n  yo u  im a g i n e . . . ? ) m a y  

be  eff e c t i v e . In al l in s t a n c e s , the  pr i m a r y  co n c e r n  is to foc u s  stu d e n t  att e n t i o n  on  the  

su b j e c t .  (D e p a r t m e n t  of th e  Ai r Fo r c e , 20 0 3 , 6.9 . 1 . 1 . ) 

Fo l l o w i n g  m y  ini t i a l in t r o d u c t i o n , in i t i a t i o n  of su b j e c t  co n t e n t , an d  a tri g g e r wa r n i n g  of 

th e  to p i c  at ha n d , I pl a n  to pr o c e e d  dir e c t l y  to m y  att e n t i o n  ste p . Th i s  wi l l  inv o l v e  a le s s  

de t a i l e d  re c a p i t u l a t i o n  of the  s it u a t i o n  at the  ac a d e m y  as  de s c r i b e d  pr e v i o u s l y .  Th e  las t 

tw o  se n t e n c e s  of m y  sto r y  wi l l  se r v e  as  a tra n s i t i o n  to sm o o t h l y  lea d  in t o  th e  ne x t s te p , 

wh i c h  is th e  mo t i v a t i o n  s te p . “A l l  I co u l d  thi n k  wa s  ‘H o w  co u l d  the y  no t se e  th e  wa r n i n g  

sig n s  or  ev e n  co n n e c t  the  do t s  ev e n  af t e r  the  fa c t ? ’  I be l i e v e  th e  an s w e r  is tha t  the y  we r e  

ne v e r  tra i n e d  to see  th e  sig n s  or  ev e n  lo o k  for  the m . ”  It is im p o r t a n t to no t e  th a t 

tra n s i t i o n s  wi l l be  ut i l i z e d  be t w e e n  ea c h  of th e  sev e n  ste p s . Bu t  wh a t  ex a c t l y  ar e  

tra n s i t i o n s ?  Th e  Ai r  Fo r c e  de f i n e s  th e m  as  fol l o w s : 

Tr a n s i t i o n s  are  s ta t e m e n t s  us e d  by  th e  ins t r u c t o r to m o v e  fro m  th e  int r o d u c t i o n  to the  

bo d y  of the  lec t u r e , be t w e e n  m a i n  po i n t s , be t w e e n  su b p o i n t s  wi t h i n  ea c h  ma i n  po i n t ,  

an d  fro m  the  bo d y  to the  co n c l u s i o n  of th e  lec t u r e . Tr a n s i t i o n s  sig n a l  to th e  stu d e n t s  

th a t  we  ar e  pro g r e s s i n g  to a ne w  po i n t ,  bu t th e y  are  al s o  im p o r t a n t in ma i n t a i n i n g  th e  

co n t i n u i t y  of the  in f o r m a t i o n  giv e n . (D e p a r t m e n t  of the  Ai r  Fo r c e , 20 0 3 , 13 . 5 . 5 )  

M y  att e n t i o n  ste p , wh i c h  inv o l v e s  rec o u n t i n g  th e  s to r y  of wh a t  ha p p e n e d  at th e  

ac a d e m y , wi l l al s o  se r v e  as m y  mo t i v a t i o n  s te p . I fin d  th a t th e s e  tw o  s te p s  ar e  oft e n  

in t e r t w i n e d , an d  the  ab s o l u t e  ne c e s s i t y  to ke e p  the m  se p a r a t e  is us u a l l y  no t  a 

re q u i r e m e n t . Af t e r  wr i t i n g  an d  de l i v e r i n g  en o u g h  sp e e c h e s , in d i v i d u a l s  wi l l co m e  to 
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un d e r s t a n d  tha t  sep a r a t i n g  the  tw o  s te p s  is on l y  ne c e s s a r y  on  rar e  oc c a s i o n s .  Th e  ma n u a l  

pr o v i d e s  the  fo l l o w i n g  de f i n i t i o n  for  th e  m o t i v a t i o n a l  ste p : 

M o t i v a t i o n . In th e  mo t i v a t i o n , the  in s t r u c t o r  sho u l d  ma k e  a pe r s o n a l  ap p e a l  to 

stu d e n t s  an d  re i n f o r c e  the i r de s i r e  to le a r n …  th e  ins t r u c t o r sh o u l d  cit e  a sp e c i f i c  

ap p l i c a t i o n  for  stu d e n t  lea r n i n g  ex p e r i e n c e s . In m a n y  ca s e s , th e  ne e d  fo r th i s  le s s o n  as  

a fo u n d a t i o n  fo r  fut u r e  les s o n s  is str o n g  mo t i v a t i o n . Th i s  mo t i v a t i o n a l  ap p e a l  sh o u l d  

co n t i n u e  thr o u g h o u t  the  les s o n …  (D e p a r t m e n t  of the  Ai r  Fo r c e , 20 0 3 , 6.9 . 1 . 2 . )  

By  re v i s i t i n g  my  at t e n t i o n / m o t i v a t i o n a l  sto r y  an d  oth e r s  lik e  it,  I wi l l co n t i n u e  th e  ap p e a l  

th r o u g h o u t  the  en t i r e  les s o n .  

Th e  th i r d  ste p , wh i c h  I co n s i d e r to be  the  co r n e r s t o n e  of an y  tea c h i n g  did a c t i c  in 

th e  in t r o d u c t i o n  ph a s e , is th e  ov e r v i e w  ste p . 

Ov e r v i e w . Fo r  mo s t in s t r u c t i o n a l m e t h o d s , th e  int r o d u c t i o n  sh o u l d  pro v i d e  an  

ov e r v i e w  of wh a t  is to be  co v e r e d  du r i n g  th e  cla s s  pe r i o d . An  ov e r v i e w  sh o u l d  ha v e  a 

cle a r , co n c i s e  pre s e n t a t i o n  of th e  ob j e c t i v e  an d  ma i n  po i n t s  as a ro a d  ma p  fo r 

lea r n i n g . Ef f e c t i v e  vis u a l  aid s  ca n  be  he l p f u l  at th i s  po i n t .  A cle a r  ov e r v i e w  ca n  

co n t r i b u t e  gr e a t l y  to a les s o n  by  rem o v i n g  do u b t s  in th e  mi n d s  of th e  stu d e n t s  ab o u t  

wh e r e  the  le s s o n  is go i n g  an d  ho w  th e y  are  go i n g  to ge t  the r e . S tu d e n t s  ca n  be  to l d  

wh a t  wi l l  be  co v e r e d  or lef t ou t  an d  wh y . In f o r m  the m  ab o u t ho w  the  id e a s  ha v e  be e n  

or g a n i z e d . Re s e a r c h  sh o w s  stu d e n t s  un d e r s t a n d  be t t e r  an d  ret a i n  m o r e  wh e n  the y  

kn o w  wh a t to ex p e c t . Th e  pu r p o s e  of th e  ov e r v i e w  is to pre p a r e  stu d e n t s  to lis t e n  to 

th e  bo d y  of th e  le s s o n . (D e p a r t m e n t of th e  Ai r Fo r c e , 20 0 3 , 6.9 . 1 . 3 . ) 

Th e  ov e r v i e w  fo r  the  en t i r e  les s o n  wi l l  be  co n c i s e , las t i n g  les s  tha n  th r e e  m i n u t e s . 

Ho w e v e r , wi t h  su c h  a lo n g  les s o n  I wi l l  als o  be  sha r i n g  a m o r e  co m p r e s s e d  ov e r v i e w  fo r  
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ev e r y  se c t i o n  of the  pr e s e n t a t i o n . I pl a n  to ke e p  th e  ov e r v i e w s  sh o r t  du e  to th e  gu i d a n c e  

fro m  the  Ai r  Fo r c e  Ma n u a l  36 - 2 2 3 6 ,  wh i c h  s tr e s s e s  th a t le c t u r e s  sh o u l d  no t ex c e e d  the  

50 – 6 0 - m i n u t e  m a r k  wi t h o u t pr o v i d i n g  th e  au d i e n c e  a fiv e - m i n u t e  bre a k  or mo r e  be t w e e n  

se s s i o n s . Ho w e v e r , so m e  stu d i e s  pre s e n t ou t l i e r s  to thi s  no t i o n . In th e  lat e  19 7 0 s , we l l  

be f o r e  th e  ad v e n t  of Po w e r P o i n t ,  res e a r c h e r s  an a l y z e d  13 5 3  qu e s t i o n n a i r e s  fro m  12  

lec t u r e s  de l i v e r e d  to m e d i c a l s tu d e n t s . Th e y  fo u n d  tha t  “s t u d e n t co n c e n t r a t i o n  ro s e  

sh a r p l y  to re a c h  a ma x i m u m  in 10 - 1 5  mi n u t e s  an d  fe l l  ste a d i l y  the r e a f t e r .  Th e  da t a  

su g g e s t  th a t  th e  op t i m u m  len g t h  of a lec t u r e  m a y  be  30  ins t e a d  of 60  m i n u t e s ”  (S t u a r t  & 

Ru t h e r f o r d , 19 7 8 , p. 51 5 ) . Ho w e v e r , it’ s  es s e n t i a l  to co n s i d e r th a t th e s e  we r e  m e d i c a l 

les s o n s  de l i v e r e d  to me d i c a l  stu d e n t s  in th e  19 7 0 ’ s . It’ s  po s s i b l e  th a t  th e  co n t e n t wa s  

so m e w h a t dr y , co m p l e x , an d  re p e t i t i v e , as  the y  lik e l y  en c o u n t e r e d  s im i l a r  ma t e r i a l on  a 

da i l y  ba s i s .  Ne v e r t h e l e s s , it is a va l i d  s tu d y , an d  the  fa c t  re m a i n s  th a t at t e n t i o n  sp a n s  are  

fin i t e , ev e n  am o n g  th e  bri g h t e s t  me d i c a l  stu d e n t s . Th i s  re i n f o r c e s  m y  int e n t i o n  to m a k e  

m y  tra i n i n g  ses s i o n s  as  en g a g i n g  as  po s s i b l e . 

To  ca p t i v a t e  m y  au d i e n c e , I int e n d  to em p l o y  a va r i e t y  of pu b l i c  sp e a k i n g  ta c t i c s .  

Th e s e  tac t i c s  are  dr a w n  fro m  m y  ex p e r i e n c e s  as  an Ai r  Fo r c e  ins t r u c t o r , m y  tim e  as  a 

su b s t i t u t e  tea c h e r , pr e a c h i n g  cl a s s e s , an d  les s o n s  I ha v e  lea r n e d  fro m  gi v i n g  se r m o n s  

ov e r  the  ye a r s . Th e s e  tac t i c s  inc l u d e  au d i e n c e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n , pe r s o n a l  an e c d o t e s , s to r i e s  of 

ot h e r s , vo i c e  m o d u l a t i o n , tim i n g , an t i c i p a t o r y  qu e s t i o n s , Po w e r P o i n t  pre s e n t a t i o n s , vi s u a l  

aid s , ch a r t s ,  str a t e g i c  bre a k s , au d i e n c e - d i r e c t e d  qu e s t i o n s , gr o u p  ac t i v i t i e s , pr e - an d  po s t -

pr e s e n t a t i o n  ass e s s m e n t s , op p o r t u n i t i e s  for  au d i e n c e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n , ad h e r e n c e  to the  

se v e n - s t e p  te a c h i n g  m e t h o d , an d  inv i t i n g  al t e r n a t i v e  sp e a k e r s  (su c h  as a co n f e r e n c e  

att o r n e y ) . Fo l l o w i n g  th e  ov e r v i e w , I wi l l  tra n s i t i o n  to th e  fo u r t h  s te p  of th e  sev e n :  the  
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bo d y  of my  le c t u r e . Th i s  se c t i o n  wi l l  co n s t i t u t e  the  m a i n  su b j e c t  ma t e r i a l an d  wi l l  re c e i v e  

th e  bu l k  of my  fo c u s . A de t a i l e d  ou t l i n e  of th e  lec t u r e ’ s  co n t e n t , sp e c i f i c  top i c s  wi t h i n  th e  

bo d y , an d  the i r or g a n i z a t i o n a l  str u c t u r e  ca n  be fo u n d  on  th e  ne x t  pa g e . 

Le t  us us e  th e  an a l o g y  of a tri p  on  an  air p l a n e . If the  att e n t i o n , m o t i v a t i o n , an d  

ov e r v i e w  s ta g e s  we r e  th e  tak e o f f , an d  th e  bo d y  re p r e s e n t e d  the  fli g h t its e l f ,  th e n  the  

re m o t i v a t i o n , ov e r v i e w , an d  cl o s u r e  wo u l d  be  ak i n  to the  la n d i n g .  

Re m o t i v a t i o n . Th e  pu r p o s e  of the  re m o t i v a t i o n  is to in s t i l l  in s tu d e n t s  a de s i r e  to 

re t a i n  an d  us e  wh a t  the y  ha v e  lea r n e d . Ef f e c t i v e  in s t r u c t o r s  pro v i d e  mo t i v a t i o n  

th r o u g h o u t  the  le s s o n . Bu t  th e  re m o t i v a t i o n  ste p  is th e  ins t r u c t o r ’ s  las t ch a n c e  to le t 

stu d e n t s  kn o w  wh y  th e  inf o r m a t i o n  pr e s e n t e d  in th e  les s o n  is so im p o r t a n t  to th e  

stu d e n t s  as in d i v i d u a l s . Th e  re m o t i v a t i o n  m a y  als o  pr o v i d e  th e  gr o u n d w o r k  fo r fu t u r e  

les s o n s  or re a s o n s  th e  inf o r m a t i o n  wi l l he l p  the  stu d e n t s  do  the i r jo b s  mo r e  

ef f e c t i v e l y . Bu t wh a t e v e r  the  re a s o n s  gi v e n , th e y  sh o u l d  be  on e s  ap p e a l i n g  di r e c t l y  to 

th e  s tu d e n t s  an d  sh o w  th e  im p o r t a n c e  of th e  su b j e c t m a t t e r  le a r n e d . (D e p a r t m e n t  of 

th e  Ai r  Fo r c e , 20 0 3 , 6.9 . 2 . 2 . ) 

Fo l l o w i n g  th e  rem o t i v a t i o n , an o t h e r  bri e f ov e r v i e w  of th e  su b j e c t  ma t t e r  wi l l  be  pro v i d e d  

to rei n f o r c e  the  co n t e n t  of the  pr e s e n t a t i o n  in th e  stu d e n t s ’  mi n d s . Th i s  is the  on l y  

“c l o n e ”  of the  se v e n - s t e p  te a c h i n g  m e t h o d , as  it is pr o v i d e d  tw i c e  an d  m i r r o r s  th e  ini t i a l 

ov e r v i e w  in bo t h  le n g t h  an d  co n t e n t .  Th e  fin a l  ste p  is th e  clo s u r e . In m o v i e s  an d  ser m o n s , 

th e  cl o s u r e  ste p  is oft e n  cru c i a l .  Ho w e v e r , wh e n  giv i n g  lec t u r e s , I fin d  it is ra r e l y  

ne c e s s a r y  be c a u s e  th e  re m o t i v a t i o n  an d  se c o n d  ov e r v i e w  ty p i c a l l y  ac c o m p l i s h e d  wh a t  

wa s  ne c e s s a r y  to la n d  the  pl a n e  ef f e c t i v e l y . Of t e n , ex e c u t i n g  a clo s u r e  ste p  in an 

in s t r u c t i o n a l  se t t i n g  ca n  be  ex c e s s i v e  an d  aw k w a r d  for  bo t h  th e  lec t u r e r  an d  the  s tu d e n t s .  
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I wi l l  lik e l y  in c l u d e  th i s  ste p  at the  co n c l u s i o n  of m y  fu l l - d a y  bu t  wi l l  mo s t  lik e l y  sk i p  it 

in mo s t of m y  sub s e t s  of pr e s e n t a t i o n s . Th e  clo s u r e  s te p , as de s c r i b e d  by  the  Ai r  Fo r c e , is 

as  fol l o w s : 

Cl o s u r e . Fo r  m a n y  in s t r u c t o r s , the  cl o s u r e  pr e s e n t s  th e  mo s t  dif f i c u l t ch a l l e n g e  in 

pl a n n i n g  a les s o n . S tu d e n t s  ne e d  to be  rel e a s e d  fro m  ac t i v e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n . In lec t u r e s , 

th e y  ne e d  to be  rel e a s e d  fro m  lis t e n i n g . In in t e r a c t i v e  me t h o d s , the y  ne e d  to kn o w  

th a t  it is tim e  fo r th e i r  ve r b a l  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  to en d . So m e t i m e s  in s t r u c t o r s  wh o  do n ’ t 

kn o w  ho w  to cl o s e  wi l l  say , “W e l l  tha t ’ s  ab o u t  all  I ha v e  to say , ”  or “I gu e s s  I do n ' t  

ha v e  an y t h i n g  els e . ”  Th i s  ty p e  of cl o s u r e  is no t  ve r y  sa t i s f y i n g . Th e r e  are  m a n y  mo r e  

ef f e c t i v e  wa y s  of clo s i n g . So m e t i m e s  vo c a l  inf l e c t i o n  ca n  sig n a l  tha t  the  les s o n  is 

en d i n g . Qu o t a t i o n s , sto r i e s , or hu m o r o u s  in c i d e n t s  ca n  als o  pr o v i d e  ef f e c t i v e  clo s u r e . 

So m e t i m e s  wh e n  th e  les s o n  is to be  fo l l o w e d  by  ot h e r s  in the  sa m e  bl o c k  of 

in s t r u c t i o n , we  mi g h t sa y  so m e t h i n g  su c h  as , “N e x t tim e , th e n , we  wi l l  co n t i n u e  wi t h  

ou r  dis c u s s i o n  of . . .  . Be t w e e n  no w  an d  the n  if yo u  ha v e  an y  qu e s t i o n s , co m e  to m y  

of f i c e  an d  I'l l  see  if I ca n  an s w e r  the m  for  yo u . ”  (D e p a r t m e n t  of th e  Ai r Fo r c e , 20 0 3 , 

6.9 . 2 . 3 . )  

 
O u t l i n e  fo r  th e  Le s s o n  

In t r o d u c t i o n  of Sp e a k e r   

At t e n t i o n :   
  Va g u e  s to r y  of wh a t  ha p p e n e d  in Co n f e r e n c e  ye a r s  be f o r e  
M o t i v a t i o n :  
O v e r v i e w :   W r i t t e n  tes t i n g  of au d i e n c e  

Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n  bre a k  
Bo d y :  

1 .  Re s e a r c h  (C h a p t e r 3 Li t e r a t u r e  re l a t e d  to Ab u s e )  
 At t e n t i o n  
 M o t i v a t i o n  
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 Ov e r v i e w  
 Bo d y  

A .  Ph y s i c a l  Ab u s e   
A1  De f i n i t i o n s   
A2  St a t i s t i c s  
A3  In d i c a t o r s  
A4  Ca u s e s  
A5  Ef f e c t s  
A6  Gr o u p  Sh a r i n g  

Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n  bre a k  
 

B .  Se x u a l Ab u s e  
B1  De f i n i t i o n s   
B2  St a t i s t i c s  
B3  In d i c a t o r s  
B4  Ca u s e s  
B5  Ef f e c t s  
B6  Gr o u p  Sh a r i n g   

 Re m o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Cl o s u r e  

Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n  bre a k  
 

2 .  Bi b l i c a l (C h a p t e r 2 Ge n e r a t i o n a l S i n )  
 At t e n t i o n  
 M o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Bo d y  

A .  Ge n e r a t i o n a l S i n   
B.  Ad a m  an d  Ev e  
C.  Ab r a h a m , Isa a c  an d  Ja c o b   

 Re m o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Cl o s u r e  

Tr a n s i t i o n :  1 ho u r br e a k  for  lu n c h  
 

3 .  Le g a l  (C h a p t e r 3 Li t e r a t u r e  re l a t e d  to Ab u s e )  
 At t e n t i o n  
 M o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Bo d y  

A .  M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t i n g  
A1  Ch i l d  Ab u s e  

•  De f i n i t i o n s  
•  La w s 
•  Sc e n a r i o s  an d  Inp u t  fro m  At t o r n e y   

Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n  bre a k  
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A2  Do m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e  
•  De f i n i t i o n s  
•  La w s 
•  Sc e n a r i o s  an d  Inp u t  fro m  At t o r n e y  

 
A3  El d e r  an d  De p e n d e n t Ab u s e  

•  De f i n i t i o n s  
•  La w s 
•  Sc e n a r i o s  an d  Inp u t  fro m  At t o r n e y  

 
 Re m o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Cl o s u r e  

Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n u t e  br e a k  
 

Re m o t i v a t i o n :  W r i t t e n  te s t i n g  of au d i e n c e  
O v e r v i e w :   
Cl o s u r e : 

 
 

De t e r m i n i n g  the  Le a r n i n g  O u t c o m e  

De t e r m i n i n g  th e  le a r n i n g  ou t c o m e s  of th e  pa s t o r s  in the  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  wi l l be  

ac h i e v e d  th r o u g h  a se r i e s  of pr e - an d  po s t - t r a i n i n g  qu e s t i o n s . Pa s t o r s  wi l l  be  ins t r u c t e d  to 

pr o v i d e  th e i r  na m e s  an d  em a i l s  on  the  qu e s t i o n n a i r e  bu t wi l l  be as s u r e d  th a t th e i r  

id e n t i t i e s  wi l l re m a i n  an o n y m o u s . Pr e - t r a i n i n g  qu e s t i o n s  wi l l co n s i s t  of va r i o u s  

hy p o t h e t i c a l  sce n a r i o s  in v o l v i n g  ch u r c h  m e m b e r s  rep o r t i n g  or ex h i b i t i n g  dif f e r e n t s ig n s  

of ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e . Ea c h  sce n a r i o  wi l l be  fo l l o w e d  by  m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e  or op e n -

en d e d  qu e s t i o n s , co n c l u d i n g  wi t h  op t i o n s  to ch o o s e  va r i o u s  m e t h o d s  of rep o r t i n g  

pr o c e d u r e s . Co r r e c t  an s w e r s  wi l l no t  be  giv e n  to tho s e  in at t e n d a n c e  un t i l th e  sec o n d  

ro u n d  of tra i n i n g  sc e n a r i o  qu e s t i o n s  ha v e  be e n  co m p l e t e d  an d  tu r n e d  in to th e  tes t  

ad m i n i s t r a t o r . Th e  tes t ad m i n i s t r a t o r  wi l l be  so l e l y  res p o n s i b l e  for  co l l e c t i n g  all  da t a .  

Du e  to the  se n s i t i v e  na t u r e  of the  tra i n i n g , pa r t i c i p a n t s  ma y  fa c e  ce r t a i n  ris k s , 

in c l u d i n g  the  po t e n t i a l  fo r em o t i o n a l di s t r e s s  tri g g e r e d  by  th e  co n t e n t . To  ad d r e s s  thi s  
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po t e n t i a l  is s u e , pa r t i c i p a n t s  wh o  fin d  the m s e l v e s  fee l i n g  em o t i o n a l l y  un s e t t l e d  wi l l  be  

en c o u r a g e d  to lea v e  the  se s s i o n  im m e d i a t e l y . In ad d i t i o n , I wi l l  pr o v i d e  co n t a c t  

in f o r m a t i o n  fo r  tw o  ce r t i f i e d  co u n s e l o r s , bo t h  wi t h  Ph D ’ s , wh o  ha v e  alr e a d y  ag r e e d  to 

as s i s t wi t h  an y  em o t i o n a l  dis t r e s s  res u l t i n g  fro m  th e  se m i n a r . Ea c h  pa r t i c i p a n t  wi l l  be  

of f e r e d  a on e - t i m e  co u n s e l i n g  se s s i o n . If fu r t h e r  sup p o r t  is ne e d e d , ref e r r a l s  wi l l be  

pr o v i d e d . 

Fo l l o w i n g  th e  ini t i a l qu e s t i o n s  an d  an s w e r s , th e  tra i n i n g  wi l l  co n t i n u e  for  the  

re m a i n d e r  of the  da y . Up o n  co m p l e t i o n  of th e  da y ’ s  tra i n i n g , a sec o n d  se t of qu e s t i o n s , 

re s e m b l i n g  the  fir s t se t  of qu e s t i o n s  an d  sce n a r i o s , wi l l be  pr o v i d e d . Ea c h  sc e n a r i o  an d  its  

po s s i b l e  an s w e r s  wi l l  clo s e l y  mi r r o r  tho s e  of the  fir s t se t of qu e s t i o n s . Th e  sec o n d  se t of 

sc e n a r i o s  wi l l m a i n t a i n  th e  sa m e  sty l e  an d  co n t e n t as  th e  fir s t  set  to en s u r e  the  ac c u r a c y  

of ass e s s i n g  lea r n i n g  ou t c o m e s . Ho w e v e r , na m e s , loc a t i o n s , an d  oth e r  de t a i l s  wi l l  be  

va r i e d  en o u g h  to pr e v e n t id e n t i f i c a t i o n  fro m  the  or i g i n a l se t  of qu e s t i o n s .  

If th e  da y - l o n g  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  is as  suc c e s s f u l  as  an t i c i p a t e d , I ex p e c t a 30 - 4 0 %  

in c r e a s e  in th e  nu m b e r  of co r r e c t l y  an s w e r e d  qu e s t i o n s  af t e r  the  tra i n i n g . Th i s  es t i m a t i o n  

is ba s e d  on  my  pr e v i o u s  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of th e  is s u e s  du r i n g  my  te n u r e  as  a ne w e r pa s t o r 

in the  co n f e r e n c e , co m b i n e d  wi t h  m y  cu r r e n t co m p r e h e n s i o n  of ab u s e  is s u e s  an d  

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g . I es t i m a t e  th a t  m y  lev e l of un d e r s t a n d i n g  ha s  in c r e a s e d  by  as  m u c h  

as  50 % . 
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CH A P T E R  5 
 
 

NA R R A T I V E  OF  TH E  IN T E R V E N T I O N  IM P L E N T A T I O N  
 
 

Ov e r  tim e  in m i n i s t r y , pa s t o r s  ar e  lik e l y  to en c o u n t e r  me m b e r s  wh o  ha v e  

ex p e r i e n c e d  or ar e  cu r r e n t l y  ex p e r i e n c i n g  va r i o u s  fo r m s  of ab u s e . Ab u s e  is of t e n  

un r e c o g n i z e d  by  ind i v i d u a l s  no t di r e c t l y  in v o l v e d . Co n s e q u e n t l y , vi c t i m s  of ab u s e  su f f e r  

in sil e n c e , of t e n  wi t h  lit t l e  ho p e  of lib e r a t i o n . M a n y  vi c t i m s  ne v e r co m e  for w a r d  to se e k  

he l p  du e  to fea r s  of re p r i s a l an d  so c i a l  ex c l u s i o n . As  de t a i l e d  in pr e v i o u s  ch a p t e r s , pa s t o r s  

of t e n  oc c u p y  a un i q u e  po s i t i o n  to re c o g n i z e , rep o r t ,  an d  co n t r i b u t e  to the  el i m i n a t i o n  of 

ab u s e . Un f o r t u n a t e l y , ma n y  pa s t o r s  rec e i v e  lit t l e  tra i n i n g  on  id e n t i f y i n g  an d  rep o r t i n g  

ab u s e  am o n g  the i r  me m b e r s . Se m i n a r i e s  oft e n  ne g l e c t th e s e  top i c s , an d  on c e  pa s t o r s  are  

wo r k i n g  in a co n f e r e n c e , the i r tra i n i n g  is us u a l l y  mi n i m a l at be s t .  If tra i n i n g  do e s  tak e  

pl a c e  in a co n f e r e n c e , it us u a l l y  co n s i s t s  of sh o r t on l i n e  pr o g r a m s , suc h  as  Sh i e l d  the  

Vu l n e r a b l e , aim e d  at fu l f i l l i n g  th e  ba s i c  req u i r e m e n t s  ou t l i n e d  by  Ad v e n t i s t Ri s k  

M a n a g e m e n t ’ s  ins u r a n c e  po l i c y  to pr o t e c t th e  co n f e r e n c e  fro m  po t e n t i a l lit i g a t i o n . 

Th e  W i s c o n s i n  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t co n f e r e n c e  ha s  op t e d  to ex c e e d  the  ba s i c  

re q u i r e m e n t s  fo r  the i r pa s t o r s  by  pr o v i d i n g  a un i q u e  op p o r t u n i t y .  Th e y  ar r a n g e d  to 

re c e i v e  an  ad v a n c e d  ed u c a t i o n  on  ide n t i f y i n g  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l  ab u s e  am o n g  th e i r  

m e m b e r s , al o n g  wi t h  pr o p e r pr o c e d u r e s  fo r re p o r t i n g  the s e  inc i d e n t s  to th e  ap p r o p r i a t e  

au t h o r i t i e s . On  M a y  11 , 20 2 3 , th e  W i s c o n s i n  co n f e r e n c e  ho s t e d  a on e - d a y  se m i n a r  I 

de v e l o p e d  to tra i n  th e i r  pa s t o r s  on  the  co m p l e x  as p e c t s  of ab u s e  an d  rep o r t i n g  law s . Th e  
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se m i n a r wa s  a cu l m i n a t i o n  of m y  pr e v i o u s  mi n i s t r y  ex p e r i e n c e  an d  the  fo u r  an d -  a- h a l f  

ye a r s  de d i c a t e d  to re s e a r c h i n g  th e  top i c s , as ou t l i n e d  in th e  lit e r a t u r e  rev i e w  an d  

th e o l o g i c a l  ref l e c t i o n . Th e  tra i n i n g  co m p r i s e d  Po w e r P o i n t pr e s e n t a t i o n s  an d  nu m e r o u s  

ha n d o u t s  de l i v e r e d  ov e r  a 5- ½  ho u r pe r i o d . Th i s  ch a p t e r ’ s  se c t i o n s  ill u s t r a t e  th e  pr o j e c t ’ s  

de v e l o p m e n t , th e  co v e r e d  co n t e n t , an d  the  pa r t i c i p a n t s ’  ex p e r i e n c e s . 

 
O b s t a c l e s  in  Fi n d i n g  W i l l i n g  Pa r t i c i p a n t s —  

M a r c h - O c t o b e r  20 2 2  

Pr e v i o u s l y , I wa s  em p l o y e d  by  th e  Ce n t r a l Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e , wh i c h  ha s  a 

lo n g  an d  fre q u e n t  hi s t o r y  of se x u a l ab u s e  am o n g  its  em p l o y e e s .  W i t h  en c o u r a g e m e n t  

fro m  my  fo r m e r  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r , wh o  als o  se r v e d  as  my  Do c t o r  of Mi n i s t r y  pr o j e c t  

co a c h , I ne v e r  an t i c i p a t e d  an y  iss u e s  wi t h  im p l e m e n t i n g  my  pr o j e c t  wi t h i n  the  Ce n t r a l  

Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e . Ho w e v e r , re a l i t y  pro v e d  to be qu i t e  di f f e r e n t .  In ea r l y  20 2 2 , the  

co n f e r e n c e  pre s i d e n t  at th e  tim e  re t i r e d , an d  m y  fo r m e r m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  op t e d  to 

pu r s u e  a po s i t i o n  as Pr o f e s s o r  of Ne w  Te s t a m e n t S t u d i e s  at Un i o n  Co l l e g e .  Re s i d i n g  in 

Pe n n s y l v a n i a , I wa s  un a w a r e  of the s e  de v e l o p m e n t s  un t i l I co n t a c t e d  my  fo r m e r  

m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  to sc h e d u l e  m y  pro j e c t ’ s  im p l e m e n t a t i o n . “N o t  to wo r r y , ”  he  as s u r e d  

m e , “I ’ m  co n f i d e n t  the  ne w  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  wi l l ac c o m m o d a t e  yo u  wi t h o u t an y  

pr o b l e m s . ”  W i t h  hi s  ass u r a n c e s , I fel t re a s s u r e d  an d  did n ’ t co n c e r n  my s e l f  wi t h  it.  Ev e n  

af t e r  co n v e r s i n g  wi t h  the  ne w  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r , I rem a i n e d  co n f i d e n t , as he  ex p r e s s e d  

as s u r a n c e  tha t  the  ne w  pr e s i d e n t  of th e  Ce n t r a l  Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e  wo u l d  we l c o m e  the  

tra i n i n g  wi t h o u t an y  di f f i c u l t i e s .  M y  ph o n e  co n v e r s a t i o n  wi t h  th e  ne w  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r 

se e m e d  ve r y  pr o m i s i n g . He  em p h a s i z e d  th e  urg e n c y  of thi s  tra i n i n g  mo r e  tha n  ev e r .  A 

m o n t h  be f o r e  co n t a c t i n g  hi m , an o t h e r in c i d e n t  of sex u a l  mo l e s t a t i o n  inv o l v i n g  a gy m  
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tea c h e r  oc c u r r e d  at an o t h e r  ac a d e m y  wi t h i n  th e  co n f e r e n c e . He  pro m i s e d  to ge t  ba c k  wi t h  

m e  wi t h i n  tw o  we e k s . 

Ab o u t  a mo n t h  lat e r ,  ha v i n g  no t re c e i v e d  a re s p o n s e , I ca l l e d  hi m . I as s u m e d  he  

wa s  lik e l y  bu s y  an d  ha d  fo r g o t t e n . Du r i n g  th e  co n v e r s a t i o n , it wa s  im p l i e d  tha t  the  ne w  

co n f e r e n c e  pre s i d e n t  wa s  no t  cu r r e n t l y  inc l i n e d  to ho s t  th i s  tra i n i n g , as  he  wa s  

pr i o r i t i z i n g  ev a n g e l i s m  se m i n a r s  ov e r  pa s t o r a l  tra i n i n g . Th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  ass u r e d  

m e  he  wo u l d  re v i s i t th e  top i c  an d  ca l l m e  ba c k  wi t h i n  a we e k . A we e k  la t e r ,  I wa s  

in f o r m e d  th a t th e  de c i s i o n  ha d  be e n  ma d e , an d  it wa s  no t  in m y  fav o r .  Th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  

di r e c t o r ha d  do n e  ev e r y t h i n g  po s s i b l e  on  my  be h a l f ,  so I ex p r e s s e d  gra t i t u d e  for  hi s  

ef f o r t s  an d  de v i s e d  a ne w  pl a n . W h i l e  I wa s  fru s t r a t e d  wi t h  th e  de c i s i o n , I re m a i n e d  

un c o n c e r n e d  ab o u t  the  ou t c o m e . I kn e w  the r e  we r e  ma n y  ot h e r  co n f e r e n c e s  in ne e d  of 

th i s  tra i n i n g , an d  the y  wo u l d  lik e l y  be  ea g e r  to ho s t  su c h  an im p o r t a n t se m i n a r .  Ho w e v e r , 

m y  bli n d  op t i m i s m  la s t e d  on l y  a co u p l e  of we e k s . 

 
La c k  of Int e r e s t  Am o n g  Co n f e r e n c e s  

Th e  ne x t we e k  I in i t i a t e d  th e  pr o c e s s  by  dr a f t i n g  an  em a i l  int e n d e d  for  all  

co n f e r e n c e  off i c i a l s .  Fo l l o w i n g  th i s , I pr o c e e d e d  to co n t a c t ea c h  co n f e r e n c e  ind i v i d u a l l y  

to inq u i r e  ab o u t  the  ap p r o p r i a t e  re c i p i e n t  fo r th e  em a i l an d  ob t a i n  the i r  res p e c t i v e  em a i l  

ad d r e s s e s . In ap p r o x i m a t e l y  80 %  of th e  co n f e r e n c e s  co n t a c t e d , it wa s  de t e r m i n e d  tha t  the  

de s i g n a t e d  re c i p i e n t fo r  su c h  co r r e s p o n d e n c e  wo u l d  be  the  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r .  Th e  

su b s e q u e n t  sec t i o n  pr e s e n t s  th e  co n t e n t of the  em a i l  tra n s m i t t e d . 

M y  na m e  is Ni c k  M o o r e , an d  I am  re a c h i n g  ou t  to yo u  an d  th e  __ _ _ _ _  Co n f e r e n c e  

re g a r d i n g  the  po s s i b l e  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  of my  Do c t o r a t e  of Mi n i s t r y  pro j e c t fro m  

An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y . I cu r r e n t l y  liv e  in Pe n n s y l v a n i a , an d  am  a ch a p l a i n  at a fed e r a l 
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pr i s o n , bu t  fro m  20 1 6 - 2 0 2 0  I wa s  an  ass o c i a t e  pa s t o r  wi t h  th e  Ce n t r a l Ca l i f o r n i a  

Co n f e r e n c e  at the  Cl o v i s  Ch u r c h . Du r i n g  my  tim e  the r e , on e  of m y  me m b e r s , wh o  

wo r k e d  at ou r  ac a d e m y , wa s  ar r e s t e d  fo r  mo l e s t i n g  fou r  bo y s  at th e  sc h o o l . It wa s  

qu i t e  th e  or d e a l to sa y  the  lea s t .  Th e  inv e s t i g a t i o n  an d  tri a l  to o k  alm o s t  fiv e  ye a r s  bu t  

ju s t  rec e n t l y , he  wa s  se n t e n c e d  to 30  ye a r s . Be c a u s e  of th a t  ex p e r i e n c e , I ch o s e  to 

ce n t e r  my  do c t o r a l  the s i s  ar o u n d  tra i n i n g  pa s t o r s  ho w  to ide n t i f y  ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l 

ab u s e  am o n g  the i r  me m b e r s  an d  the  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law s  an d  pr o c e d u r e s  

su r r o u n d i n g  it.  I ha v e  be e n  wo r k i n g  on  m y  pr o j e c t  sin c e  20 1 9  an d  ha v e  co n d e n s e d  

m y  res e a r c h  in t o  a on e - d a y  tra i n i n g  sem i n a r  fo r un - o r d a i n e d  pa s t o r s  du r i n g  on e  of 

th e i r  in- p e r s o n  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n s . I pla n  to ga u g e  th e i r  kn o w l e d g e  pri o r to th e  tra i n i n g  

wi t h  a te s t of po s s i b l e  sc e n a r i o s  the y  m a y  ex p e r i e n c e  an d  ha v e  the m  wr i t e  ho w  th e y  

wo u l d  re s p o n d  to the  sc e n a r i o s . Th e  ne x t six  ho u r s  wo u l d  be  tra i n i n g  via  Po w e r - P o i n t 

pr e s e n t a t i o n . F in a l l y , I wo u l d  re - t e s t  the m , wh i c h  wo u l d  ult i m a t e l y  de t e r m i n e  if the  

tra i n i n g  wa s  be n e f i c i a l or no t .    

M y  ori g i n a l  pl a n  wa s  to re t u r n  to m y  old  co n f e r e n c e  fo r th e  pro j e c t ’ s  ful f i l l m e n t , 

bu t  in th e  las t ye a r , the  en t i r e  ad m i n i s t r a t i o n  ha s  ch a n g e d , an d  th e  ne w  lea d e r s h i p  is 

no t  int e r e s t e d  in ho s t i n g  thi s  typ e  of tra i n i n g . M y  old  M i n i s t e r i a l  Di r e c t o r , Dr . P ie r r e  

S t e e n b e r g  ha d  ful l  int e r e s t in ho s t i n g  the  tra i n i n g , bu t  he  als o  lef t  las t ye a r  an d  too k  a 

po s i t i o n  as  a pr o f e s s o r at Un i o n  in Ne b r a s k a . Dr . S t e e n b e r g  wa s  als o  a m e m b e r at my  

ch u r c h  an d  wo u l d  ha v e  no  pr o b l e m  vo u c h i n g  fo r m e  as he  wa s  al s o  my  D. Mi n  

pr o j e c t  co a c h  fo r th e  fir s t  tw o  ye a r s . He  ca n  be  re a c h e d  at (55 9 )  27 3 - x x x x . Fe e l  fre e  

to ca l l or em a i l ba c k  wi t h  an y  qu e s t i o n s . Th a n k  yo u  fo r yo u r  co n s i d e r a t i o n ! 



 

10 4  

In i t i a l l y , I se n t th i s  em a i l to fiv e  co n f e r e n c e s  du r i n g  the  fir s t we e k . I wa s  

co n f i d e n t th a t co n t a c t i n g  fiv e  co n f e r e n c e s  wa s  op t i m a l , as  ex c e e d i n g  th i s  nu m b e r  co u l d  

po t e n t i a l l y  lea d  to ov e r b o o k i n g  an d  th e  ne e d  to de c l i n e  inv i t a t i o n s .  W h e n  I di d  no t  

re c e i v e  the  re s u l t s  I an t i c i p a t e d , I se n t  the  em a i l to an  ad d i t i o n a l  10  co n f e r e n c e s . Am o n g  

th i s  gr o u p , I ga r n e r e d  in t e r e s t  fro m  a mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r wh o  dis p l a y e d  co n s i d e r a b l e  

en t h u s i a s m .  Ho w e v e r , he  ce a s e d  res p o n d i n g  to my  em a i l s  for  un k n o w n  re a s o n s . W i t h  

lim i t e d  suc c e s s  thu s  far ,  I dis p a t c h e d  an o t h e r 15  em a i l s  a m o n t h  la t e r ,  yie l d i n g  

co m p a r a b l e  ou t c o m e s . I ite r a t e d  th i s  pr o c e s s  at lea s t tw o  ad d i t i o n a l tim e s . Af t e r  fiv e  

m o n t h s , I ha d  co n t a c t e d  49  co n f e r e n c e s  wi t h i n  the  No r t h  Am e r i c a n  Di v i s i o n , ul t i m a t e l y  

se c u r i n g  thr e e  wi t h  an  ap p a r e n t  ge n u i n e  in t e r e s t  in ho s t i n g  th e  tra i n i n g . I wa s  as t o u n d e d  

by  th e  ex t e n t of eff o r t ,  ad v e r s i t y , an d  re j e c t i o n  en c o u n t e r e d  in sec u r i n g  ju s t th o s e  th r e e . 

Ho w e v e r , wi t h i n  tw o  m o n t h s , tw o  co n f e r e n c e s  eit h e r ce a s e d  co m m u n i c a t i o n  or 

en c o u n t e r e d  sch e d u l i n g  co n f l i c t s .  Co n s e q u e n t l y , on l y  the  W i s c o n s i n  co n f e r e n c e  re m a i n e d  

as  a via b l e  op t i o n . 

Ou t  of the  49  co n f e r e n c e s  I em a i l e d , a to t a l  of 33  ne v e r  res p o n d e d . In ad d i t i o n , 

fiv e  co n f e r e n c e s  dir e c t l y  de c l i n e d , ei t h e r  by  ph o n e  or em a i l .  Th e i r  re p l i e s  we r e  as  

fo l l o w s :  

Ce n t r a l  Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e :  “T h e  pre s i d e n t is on l y  int e r e s t e d  in ho s t i n g  tra i n i n g  
th a t fo c u s e s  on  ev a n g e l i s m . ”  M i n i s t e r i a l  Di r e c t o r 
 
Up p e r  Co l u m b i a  Co n f e r e n c e : “W e  alr e a d y  re l y  on  Sh i e l d  th e  Vu l n e r a b l e  to tra i n  
ou r  pa s t o r s  reg a r d i n g  thi s  is s u e ”  Mi n i s t e r i a l Di r e c t o r  
 
Id a h o  Co n f e r e n c e : “D e a r  M r . M o o r e , Th a n k  yo u  fo r  th e  inv i t a t i o n  to pa r t i c i p a t e  in 
yo u r  Do c t o r  of Mi n i s t r y  Pr o j e c t .  M y  se n s e  is tha t  it wo n ’ t wo r k  fo r  the  Id a h o  
Co n f e r e n c e  at thi s  tim e . Th a n k s  ag a i n . ”  M i n i s t e r i a l Di r e c t o r  
 
G e o r g i a  Cu m b e r l a n d  Co n f e r e n c e :  “H e y  Ni c k , I'm  so r r y  fo r  no t ge t t i n g  ba c k  to yo u  
so o n e r . I th i n k  th e  co n t e n t of yo u r  pro j e c t is be n e f i c i a l .  Ho w e v e r , s ix  ho u r s  of 
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tra i n i n g  on  th i s  to p i c  wo u l d  be  to o  mu c h . W e  en c o u r a g e  ou r  pa s t o r s  to re p o r t  sig n s  of 
ab u s e  to ou r  HR  De p a r t m e n t fo r  fu r t h e r  gu i d a n c e . I pr a y  yo u  wi l l fin d  an op p o r t u n i t y  
to pre s e n t yo u r  pr o j e c t . ”  M i n i s t e r i a l  Se c r e t a r y  
 
Ill i n o i s  Co n f e r e n c e : “N i c k , Th a n k s  for  sh a r i n g  yo u r  int e r e s t  in tra i n i n g  som e  of ou r  
pa s t o r s  wi t h  th e  ab u s e  is s u e s  de s c r i b e d . W e  do  ha v e  re q u i r e d  tra i n i n g  an d  in 
co n s u l t a t i o n  wi t h  ad m i n i s t r a t i o n  re s p e c t f u l l y  de c l i n e  yo u r  tra i n i n g  of f e r . ”  Un k n o w n  
 

In ad d i t i o n  to tho s e  co n f e r e n c e s , th e r e  we r e  10  ot h e r s  th a t  in i t i a l l y  re p l i e d  wi t h  in t e r e s t 

bu t , for  un k n o w n  re a s o n s , ce a s e d  fu r t h e r  co m m u n i c a t i o n . 

So u t h e r n  Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e :  “G o o d  mo r n i n g , Ni c k  Mo o r e . Th a n k  yo u  for  yo u r  
ca l l  th i s  mo r n i n g . I wi l l se e  tha t  El d e r  __ _ _ _  re c e i v e s  a co p y  of th i s  em a i l ,  an d  we  
wi l l  re a c h  ou t to yo u  wi t h  an y  qu e s t i o n s . Go d  ble s s . ”  
 
Ca r o l i n a  Co n f e r e n c e :  “N i c k , I am  sha r i n g  thi s  wi t h  ou r  As s o c i a t e  Di r e c t o r  wh o  
wo r k s  dir e c t l y  wi t h  ou r  in t e r n s . Wh e n  we  ha v e  th e  ch a n c e  to dis c u s s  th i s , I wi l l  
ge t ba c k  to yo u . ”  
 
In d i a n a  Co n f e r e n c e :  “H e y  __ _ _ _ , I [a m ]  sen d i n g  yo u  thi s  for  po s s i b l e  use  in ou r  
NI M  cla s s e s . Si n c e  I wi l l be  in ret i r e m e n t  by  tha t  tim e , I am  se n d i n g  it to yo u  fo r  
co n s i d e r a t i o n , Th a n k s . ”  
 
No r t h e r n  Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e :  (T h i s  co n f e r e n c e  wa s  in i t i a l l y  th e  mo s t pr o m i s i n g , 
ye t af t e r  ab o u t fiv e  em a i l s  ba c k  an d  fo r t h  th e y  un e x p e c t e d l y  s to p p e d  re s p o n d i n g )  
“H i  Ni c k , Int e r e s t i n g  th a t yo u  wo u l d  re a c h  ou t to me , I wa s  ac t u a l l y  th i n k i n g  of 
wo r k i n g  wi t h  my  ne x t  pre - o r d a i n e d  tra i n i n g  me e t i n g  on  thi s  ve r y  to p i c . . . M o s t  
un f o r t u n a t e l y , I th i n k  mo s t of us wh o  ha v e  be e n  in mi n i s t r y  lo n g  en o u g h  ha v e  ha d  to 
de a l wi t h  thi s . Ar e  yo u  go i n g  to be at Ca l l e d  in Le x i n g t o n ?  --I  wa s  thi n k i n g  th a t 
po s s i b l y  we  co u l d  me e t  up , bu t if no t , I am  sti l l op e n  to wo r k i n g  wi t h  yo u  on  th i s  
im p o r t a n t  top i c . ”  
 
Fl o r i d a  Co n f e r e n c e :  “H i  Ni c k , __ _ _ _ _ i s  cu r r e n t l y  on  va c a t i o n  bu t fe e l fre e  to rea c h  
ou t  to hi m  ne x t we e k  at 40 7 - x x x - x x x x . ”  
 
Ro c k y  M o u n t a i n  Co n f e r e n c e : “H e y  Ni c k , wi l l  yo u r  tra i n i n g  be  do n e  via  Zo o m ” ?  
 
No r t h e a s t e r n  Co n f e r e n c e :  Th i s  co n f e r e n c e  wa s  ve r y  in t e r e s t e d  in my  pr o j e c t  an d  
m a d e  qu i t e  an  ef f o r t  to ca l l  me  ba c k  se v e r a l  tim e s . Al t h o u g h  the r e  wa s  int e r e s t an d  an  
ac k n o w l e d g e m e n t th a t ab u s e  is a pr o b l e m  in ou r  de n o m i n a t i o n , the  co n f e r e n c e  
m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  do u b t e d  hi s  ab i l i t y  to ef f e c t i v e l y  gi v e  me  wh a t I wa s  loo k i n g  to 
ob t a i n  fo r th e  ne c e s s a r y  fu l f i l l m e n t  of the  pr o j e c t .  Th e r e  wo u l d  be  dif f i c u l t y  wi t h  the  
lo g i s t i c s  of br i n g i n g  pa s t o r s  fro m  the  are a  co v e r e d  by  th e i r  co n f e r e n c e . In ad d i t i o n  to 
th i s , the r e  wo u l d  be  six  di f f e r e n t  lan g u a g e  gr o u p s  in att e n d a n c e , so m e  of wh i c h  sp o k e  
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lit t l e  to no  En g l i s h . Th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  en c o u r a g e d  m e  an d  as s u r e d  th a t he  wo u l d  
ge t ba c k  to me  if he  we r e  ab l e  to ma k e  so m e t h i n g  ha p p e n . 
 

Th e r e  wa s  on e  co n f e r e n c e  wh o  res p o n d e d  bu t ha d  al r e a d y  ar r a n g e d  fo r a sim i l a r  

tra i n i n g  se s s i o n , co i n c i d i n g  wi t h  the  ty p e  of tra i n i n g  I wa s  of f e r i n g . Th i s  co n f e r e n c e  wa s  

th e  Pe n n s y l v a n i a  Co n f e r e n c e . De s p i t e  ul t i m a t e l y  de c l i n i n g  my  se m i n a r , the  

Pe n n s y l v a n i a  Co n f e r e n c e  wa s  ex c e e d i n g l y  su p p o r t i v e  an d  ma i n t a i n e d  fre q u e n t 

en g a g e m e n t  wi t h  m e . Th e  co n f e r e n c e  ha d  pr e v i o u s l y  sch e d u l e d  a sp e a k e r to ad d r e s s  ch i l d  

an d  se x u a l  ab u s e  wi t h  th e i r  pa s t o r s  an d  te a c h e r s  in a on e - d a y  tra i n i n g  sem i n a r . I rec e i v e d  

an  inv i t a t i o n  to att e n d  the  ev e n t  an d  pa r t i c i p a t e d  in Au g u s t of 20 2 2 . Pa r t i c i p a t i n g  in th i s  

se m i n a r en r i c h e d  m y  ow n  pr e s e n t a t i o n  in se v e r a l  as p e c t s .  

At  th i s  co n f e r e n c e , I wa s  in t r o d u c e d  to As h l e y  Fr a z i e r , ES Q , M P A , wh o  se r v e s  as  

th e  Cl a i m s  Co u n s e l  for  Ad v e n t i s t  Ri s k  M a n a g e m e n t . Sh e  gra c i o u s l y  pr o v i d e d  as s i s t a n c e  

by  ad d r e s s i n g  nu m e r o u s  le g a l in q u i r i e s  th a t I ha d  via  ph o n e  an d  em a i l .  In ad d i t i o n , I ha d  

th e  op p o r t u n i t y  to en g a g e  wi t h  th e  pre s e n t e r , Co r e y  Je n s e n , M . S . , of CB I  Co n s u l t i n g , In c . 

W i t h  ov e r 35  ye a r s  of ex p e r i e n c e  as  a se x  of f e n d e r  tre a t m e n t pr o v i d e r , sh e  ha s  co n d u c t e d  

m o r e  th a n  7,0 0 0  th e r a p y  se s s i o n s  wi t h  ch i l d  m o l e s t e r s  in va r i o u s  s ta t e  pr i s o n  sy s t e m s . 

Th e  Pe n n s y l v a n i a  Co n f e r e n c e  ma r k e d  the  27 t h  Ad v e n t i s t Co n f e r e n c e  wh e r e  M r s . Jen s e n  

ha d  pr e s e n t e d  s in c e  20 0 2 . Fu r t h e r m o r e , sh e  ha s  de l i v e r e d  se m i n a r s  an d  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n s  

fo r va r i o u s  de n o m i n a t i o n s  an d  org a n i z a t i o n s , in c l u d i n g  th e  U. S . M a r s h a l s , Na t i o n a l 

Se c u r i t y  Ag e n c y , Fe d e r a l  Bu r e a u  of In v e s t i g a t i o n , No r w e g i a n  Po l i c e , U. S . Em b a s s y  

Se c u r i t y  Fo r c e s , NY P D ’ s  Sp e c i a l  Vi c t i m s  Un i t ,  U. S . Na v y , Bi g  Br o t h e r s , Bo y  Sc o u t s  of 

Am e r i c a , an d  nu m e r o u s  sch o o l s  na t i o n w i d e . I ha d  the  op p o r t u n i t y  to in t e r a c t  wi t h  he r  

du r i n g  br e a k s  an d  af t e r  the  se m i n a r . W e  ex c h a n g e d  res e a r c h  an d  in f o r m a t i o n , 

co r r e s p o n d e d  mu l t i p l e  tim e s , an d  sh a r e d  Po w e r P o i n t  sli d e s  to en h a n c e  ea c h  ot h e r ’ s  
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pr e s e n t a t i o n s . M r s . Jen s e n  pl a y e d  a pi v o t a l  rol e  in su p p l y i n g  se v e r a l  sli d e s  ut i l i z e d  in my  

pr e s e n t a t i o n . In ad d i t i o n , sh e  pro v i d e d  inf o r m a t i o n  on  ch i l d  mo l e s t e r s  an d  ris k  

m a n a g e m e n t pr a c t i c e s  as  sh e  ha d  pr e v i o u s l y  be e n  co n s u l t e d  ye a r s  pr i o r  by  Ad v e n t i s t  Ri s k  

M a n a g e m e n t in the  de v e l o p m e n t  of th e i r  ch i l d  sa f e t y  po l i c i e s . He r  ex p e r t i s e  an d  we a l t h  

of kn o w l e d g e  we r e  in v a l u a b l e . 

 
Ti m e  Al l o c a t i o n  Iss u e s  of th e  W i l l i n g  Co n f e r e n c e  

Af t e r co n f i r m a t i o n  fro m  th e  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e , th e  ne x t ste p  wa s  to es t a b l i s h  

a da t e . Th e  co n f e r e n c e  ho l d s  qu a r t e r l y  da y - l o n g  tra i n i n g  sem i n a r s  att e n d e d  by  bo t h  

or d a i n e d  an d  un - o r d a i n e d  pa s t o r s . Th r o u g h o u t th e  en t i r e  pr o c e s s , th e  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r 

of the  co n f e r e n c e  pro v i d e d  inv a l u a b l e  as s i s t a n c e  an d  wa s  ea g e r to su p p o r t  my  pr o j e c t  in 

an y  ca p a c i t y  po s s i b l e . Te n  m o n t h s  be f o r e  th e  tra i n i n g , I su b m i t t e d  a dr a f t  sch e d u l e  to 

hi m . Th i s  dra f t en c o m p a s s e d  all  the  to p i c s  to be  ad d r e s s e d  bu t  on l y  pr o v i d e d  a ro u g h  

es t i m a t e  of th e  tim e  re q u i r e d  for  ea c h . Tw o  m o n t h s  pr i o r  to the  tra i n i n g , th e  mi n i s t e r i a l 

di r e c t o r re q u e s t e d  an o t h e r  pro p o s e d  sc h e d u l e  fo r th e  da y . Th e  ini t i a l sc h e d u l e  

co m m e n c e d  at 8: 0 0  a.m . an d  co n c l u d e d  at 4: 0 0  p.m . , al l o w i n g  fo r  a lun c h  br e a k  an d  

se v e r a l  ad d i t i o n a l  bre a k s , thu s  all o c a t i n g  six  ho u r s  for  my  pr e s e n t a t i o n . I de d i c a t e d  

alm o s t a ye a r  an d  a ha l f to de v e l o p i n g  a co m p r e h e n s i v e  Po w e r P o i n t  pr e s e n t a t i o n  

co m p r i s i n g  ne a r l y  35 0  sli d e s , an d  th i s  sc h e d u l e  wa s  ta i l o r e d  to ac c o m m o d a t e  the  

ex t e n s i v e  co n t e n t .  Sh o r t l y  af t e r  rec e i v i n g  m y  pro p o s e d  sc h e d u l e , he  po l i t e l y  em a i l e d  m e  

re q u e s t i n g  a re d u c t i o n  in du r a t i o n  by  tw o  ho u r s . He  pro p o s e d  inc o r p o r a t i n g  a m o r n i n g  

de v o t i o n a l an d  al l o c a t i n g  tw o  ho u r s  fo r  ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t t e r s  wi t h  the  pa s t o r s  fol l o w i n g  

th e  tra i n i n g . In ad d i t i o n , he  me n t i o n e d  th a t  if ad d i t i o n a l tim e  wa s  req u i r e d , he  wo u l d  

ex p l o r e  the  po s s i b i l i t y  of ex t e n d i n g  th e  ev e n t  to tw o  da y s  wi t h i n  bu d g e t  co n s t r a i n t s .  
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Co n s i d e r i n g  the  ch a l l e n g e s  en c o u n t e r e d  in fin d i n g  a co n f e r e n c e  wi l l i n g  to ho s t  my  

tra i n i n g , I rec o g n i z e d  the  pr u d e n c e  in sh o r t e n i n g  th e  sem i n a r  rat h e r th a n  req u e s t i n g  

ad d i t i o n a l  fu n d i n g  to ex t e n d  th e  pa s t o r s ’  sta y . Th i s  ne c e s s i t a t e d  th e  re m o v a l  of nu m e r o u s  

sli d e s , red u c e d  tim e  al l o c a t e d  fo r  ha n d o u t s , om i s s i o n  of pla n n e d  sto r i e s , an d  a sh o r t e n i n g  

of gro u p  sh a r i n g  se s s i o n s . Pre s e n t e d  be l o w  is the  ag r e e d - u p o n  pr o p o s e d  sc h e d u l e  

be t w e e n  the  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  an d  my s e l f .  

09 : 3 0  In t r o d u c t i o n  an d  Te s t i n g  
10 : 0 0  5 m i n  br e a k  
10 : 0 5  Ph y s i c a l Ab u s e   

De f i n i t i o n s   
S t a t i s t i c s  
In d i c a t o r s  
Ca u s e s  
Ef f e c t s  
Gr o u p  Sh a r i n g  

11 : 0 0  10  m i n  br e a k  
11 : 1 0  Se x u a l  Ab u s e   

De f i n i t i o n s   
S t a t i s t i c s  
In d i c a t o r s  

11 : 4 5   Lu n c h  
12 : 4 5  Re s u m e  

Ca u s e s  
13 : 3 0  5 m i n  br e a k  
13 : 3 5   Re s u m e  

Ef f e c t s  
Pr e v e n t i o n  
Gr o u p  Sh a r i n g  

14 : 3 0   10  m i n  br e a k  
14 : 4 0   M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t i n g  

Ch i l d  Ab u s e  
De f i n i t i o n s   
La w s  

Do m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e  
De f i n i t i o n s   
La w s  

El d e r Ab u s e  
De f i n i t i o n s   
La w s  

15 : 2 0  10  m i n  br e a k  
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15 : 3 0  Re - t e s t i n g  
15 : 4 5  Gr o u p  Sh a r i n g  & Co n c l u s i o n  
16 : 0 0  Ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  Ite m s  

 
Pa r t  On e :  In t r o d u c t i o n  of th e  Tr a i n i n g  an d  Te s t i n g  

— M a y  11 , 20 2 3  

It’ s  oft e n  em p h a s i z e d  th a t m a k i n g  a str o n g  fir s t im p r e s s i o n  wh e n  m e e t i n g  

so m e o n e  is cr u c i a l .  I ho l d  th e  be l i e f  tha t  the  sa m e  pr i n c i p l e  ap p l i e s  wh e n  in i t i a l l y  

en g a g i n g  a ca p t i v e  au d i e n c e , reg a r d l e s s  of the  du r a t i o n  of th e  int e r a c t i o n . 

 
In t r o d u c t i o n  of th e  To p i c  

Th e  in t r o d u c t i o n  of th e  top i c  co m m e n c e d  im m e d i a t e l y  fo l l o w i n g  th e  mi n i s t e r i a l  

di r e c t o r ’ s  mo r n i n g  de v o t i o n . To  eff e c t i v e l y  in t r o d u c e  m y s e l f ,  I em p l o y e d  a tw o - f o l d  

ap p r o a c h  ut i l i z i n g  bo t h  vi s u a l an d  ve r b a l  ele m e n t s .  Th e  sc r e e n  pr o m i n e n t l y  dis p l a y e d  the  

tit l e  of the  tra i n i n g  to p i c :  “A p p r o p r i a t e  Re s p o n s e s  to Ab u s e , ”  (se e  F i g u r e  1) wh i c h  is a 

co n d e n s e d  ve r s i o n  of my  di s s e r t a t i o n ’ s  tit l e . Al o n g s i d e  th i s , m y  na m e  an d  pr o f e s s i o n a l  

de s i g n a t i o n  as  a ch a p l a i n  at a fed e r a l pr i s o n  we r e  pr o m i n e n t l y  fea t u r e d . In t r o d u c i n g  m y  

oc c u p a t i o n  ser v e d  as  a de l i b e r a t e  se g u e  to th e  sub s e q u e n t  sli d e , wh i c h  de p i c t e d  the  pr i s o n  

wh e r e  I am  em p l o y e d . Th i s  ap p r o a c h  ser v e d  a du a l  pu r p o s e :  fir s t l y , it cre a t e d  an  el e m e n t  

of sur p r i s e  fo r th e  au d i e n c e , eff e c t i v e l y  ca p t u r i n g  the i r at t e n t i o n ;  sec o n d l y , it es t a b l i s h e d  

m y  cre d i b i l i t y  an d  ex p e r t i s e  in th e  up c o m i n g  sub j e c t m a t t e r .  

 
 
Fi g u r e  1 
 
Tr a i n i n g  To p i c  
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As  th e  au d i e n c e  vie w e d  th e  im a g e  of th e  pri s o n , I pr o v i d e d  a ve r b a l de s c r i p t i o n  of 

th e  in d i v i d u a l s  I en c o u n t e r  da i l y . Th i s  de s c r i p t i o n  se r v e d  as  a sea m l e s s  tra n s i t i o n  to my  

fo u r t h  sli d e .  

“T h e r e  ar e  a lo t  of da n g e r o u s  pe o p l e  he r e ;  hit m e n , ga n g  le a d e r s , mo b s t e r s , 

in t e r n a t i o n a l an d  do m e s t i c  te r r o r i s t s ,  se r i a l ra p i s t s  an d  ch i l d  mo l e s t e r s . I’v e  lea r n e d  

ho w  da n g e r o u s  pe o p l e  ca n  ap p e a r  co m p l e t e l y  no r m a l . Th e y  are  in c r e d i b l y  sk i l l e d  at 

ma n i p u l a t i n g  oth e r s . Ho w e v e r , be f o r e  I wo r k e d  he r e , I wo r k e d  at a pla c e  wh e r e  

di s c e r n m e n t  reg a r d i n g  da n g e r o u s  pe o p l e  is ev e n  mo r e  ne c e s s a r y  an d  fa i l u r e  to do  so 

ca n  ha v e  mo r e  ser i o u s  co n s e q u e n c e s . ”   

 

“I wo r k e d  as th e  as s o c i a t e  pa s t o r  he r e  fro m  20 1 6 - 2 0 2 0 . In a pr i s o n  yo u  ex p e c t  to be  

ar o u n d  da n g e r o u s  in d i v i d u a l s , bu t  he r e , ap p e a r a n c e s  ca n  be  de c e i v i n g . An d  

da n g e r o u s  pe o p l e  ca n  do  a lot  mo r e  da m a g e  he r e  tha n  th e y  ca n  in pr i s o n . To d a y , I' ll  

sh a r e  se v e r a l sto r i e s  of sit u a t i o n s  I’v e  en c o u n t e r e d , inc l u d i n g  so m e  in v o l v i n g  my  

fo r m e r  co n g r e g a t i o n  me m b e r s . To  ki c k  th i n g s  of f ,  I wa n t  to foc u s  on  on e  me m b e r  in 

pa r t i c u l a r  wh o  in s p i r e d  me  to be  he r e  wi t h  yo u  to d a y . ”  

I be g a n  by  sh a r i n g  a co n d e n s e d  pa s s a g e  fro m  ch a p t e r fo u r , rec o u n t i n g  m y  ea r l y  

da y s  as a ne w l y  ap p o i n t e d  pa s t o r  at th e  ch u r c h  wh e n  tro u b l i n g  ch i l d  mo l e s t a t i o n  

all e g a t i o n s  sur f a c e d  at ou r ac a d e m y . Th i s  na r r a t i v e  co n t i n u e d  to a la t e r  inc i d e n t wh e r e  I 

ov e r h e a r d  tea c h e r s  di s c u s s i n g  on e  of th e  ch i l d r e n  wh o  ha d  be e n  a vi c t i m , al m o s t a ye a r  

af t e r  the  in i t i a l  inc i d e n t (re f e r to pa g e  84 ) . “I t s tr u c k  me  pro f o u n d l y  th a t th e s e  tea c h e r s  

fa i l e d  to co n n e c t th e  do t s  du e  to a la c k  of tra i n i n g  in id e n t i f y i n g  sig n s  an d  sym p t o m s  of 
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ab u s e . ”  Ut i l i z i n g  thi s  inf o r m a t i o n , I tra n s i t i o n e d  fro m  ca p t u r i n g  at t e n t i o n  an d  m o t i v a t i n g  

to pro v i d i n g  an  ov e r v i e w  of th e  top i c s  sc h e d u l e d  fo r  dis c u s s i o n  tha t  da y . 

 
Te s t i n g  of the  Pa r t i c i p a n t s  

Af t e r pr o v i d i n g  the  ov e r v i e w , I tra n s i t i o n e d  int o  the  fir s t te s t i n g  ph a s e  wi t h  tho s e  

in att e n d a n c e . Th e  at t e n d a n c e  thr o u g h o u t th e  da y  flu c t u a t e d  be t w e e n  26  an d  31  

in d i v i d u a l s .  I co m m e n c e d  by  cl a r i f y i n g  tha t  the  tra i n i n g  wa s  a s ig n i f i c a n t  co m p o n e n t  of 

m y  Do c t o r  of Mi n i s t r y  pro g r a m  wi t h  An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y .  Fo l l o w i n g  tha t ,  I di s t r i b u t e d  

th e  In f o r m e d  Co n s e n t Fo r m  an d  rev i e w e d  it wi t h  th e  pa r t i c i p a n t s .  Th e n , I dis t r i b u t e d  th e  

su r v e y  its e l f .  Be l o w  ar e  the  en t i r e  co n t e n t s  of th e  su r v e y . 

Na m e : 
Ho w  ma n y  ye a r s  ha v e  yo u  be e n  a pa s t o r ?  
Ho w  lon g  ha v e  yo u  be e n  wi t h  th e  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e ?  
Ho w  ma n y  ch u r c h e s  do  yo u  pa s t o r ?  
Ho w  ma n y  m e m b e r s  do  yo u  ha v e  on  th e  bo o k s  fo r  ea c h  ch u r c h ?  
Ho w  ma n y  pe o p l e  wo u l d  yo u  say  at t e n d  ea c h  of yo u r  ch u r c h e s  at le a s t  on c e  a 
m o n t h ?  
Ar e  yo u  or d a i n e d ?  
W h a t is yo u r ag e , ra c e  an d  se x ?  
W h a t is yo u r ed u c a t i o n  lev e l ?  
W h a t de g r e e s  do  yo u  ha v e ?  
W h a t sc h o o l s  di d  yo u  ea r n  yo u r  de g r e e s  fro m ?  
Di d  yo u  att e n d  the s e  sc h o o l s  in pe r s o n  or on l i n e ?  

 
Sc e n a r i o  1 
Li l l i a n , a m e m b e r  of yo u r  ch u r c h  an d  a yo u n g  m o t h e r  of th r e e , wa n t s  to ta l k  to 
yo u  pr i v a t e l y  in yo u r of f i c e  aft e r ch u r c h . Sh e  tel l s  yo u  th a t wh e n  he r  hu s b a n d  
To n y  dr i n k s , he  be c o m e s  vi o l e n t . To n y  is th e  he a d  de a c o n  at yo u r  ch u r c h . Li l i a n  
cla i m s  th a t tw o  we e k s  ag o  th e y  go t  int o  an  arg u m e n t an d  th a t To n y  dr a g g e d  he r 
do w n  th e  sta i r s  by  he r  ha i r .  Li l l i a n  ad m i t s  th a t al t h o u g h  To n y  ha s  ne v e r ph y s i c a l l y  
str u c k  he r , th e  co n f r o n t a t i o n s  ar e  be c o m i n g  mo r e  ph y s i c a l .  On  the  ou t s i d e , thi n g s  
lo o k  gre a t ,  an d  th e y  ev e n  ho l d  ha n d s  at ch u r c h . Yo u  pe r s o n a l l y  lik e  To n y  an d  
ha v e  ev e n  go l f e d  tog e t h e r .  

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
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Sc e n a r i o  2 
On c e  a m o n t h  yo u  ta k e  co m m u n i o n  to th e  loc a l  nu r s i n g  ho m e  to a lon g - t i m e  
ch u r c h  m e m b e r . He  is an el d e r l y  ma n  wh o  is in the  be g i n n i n g  sta g e s  of De m e n t i a . 
He  ha s  no  fam i l y , an d  th e  nu r s i n g  s ta f f  sa y s  yo u  ar e  his  on l y  vis i t o r .  Du r i n g  th i s  
vi s i t he  te l l s  yo u  tha t  on e  of th e  nu r s e s  sla p s  him  an d  pin c h e s  him  wh e n  he  ref u s e s  
to tak e  his  m e d i c a t i o n . Th e  nu r s i n g  sta f f  alw a y s  se e m  ve r y  fri e n d l y , an d  he  loo k s  
in no  wa y  ph y s i c a l l y  ne g l e c t e d  or ab u s e d .  

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  

 
Sc e n a r i o  3 
On e  of yo u r  ch u r c h  eld e r s  inf o r m s  yo u  tha t  16 - y e a r - o l d  Su z y  an d  19 - y e a r - o l d  
Br a d  fro m  yo u t h  gr o u p  are  ha v i n g  sex .  

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  

 
Sc e n a r i o  4 
Af t e r ho s t i n g  W e d n e s d a y  ni g h t yo u t h  gr o u p , 14 - y e a r - o l d  M i k e n z i e  s ta y s  af t e r  to 
tal k  to yo u . Sh e  is fro m  a bro k e n  ho m e , bu t  yo u  do n ’ t kn o w  mu c h  els e  ot h e r th a n  
he r  pa r e n t s  ar e  no t to g e t h e r  an y m o r e . Sh e  is ob v i o u s l y  an x i o u s  an d  em b a r r a s s e d . 
Sh e  tel l s  yo u  th a t sh e  is pr e g n a n t bu t  do e s  no t  wa n t  to re v e a l an y  m o r e  
in f o r m a t i o n .  

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  

 
Sc e n a r i o  5 
A wo m a n  at yo u r ch u r c h , wh o  is in he r  40 ’ s , m a k e s  an  ap p o i n t m e n t  wi t h  yo u  in 
yo u r  off i c e . In yo u r  off i c e  sh e  tel l s  yo u  th a t sh e  wa s  mo l e s t e d  as  a yo u n g  gir l by  
he r  un c l e  an d  ha s  ne v e r  sha r e d  thi s  inf o r m a t i o n  wi t h  an y o n e . Al t h o u g h  th e  en t i r e  
ex t e n d e d  fa m i l y  ar e  lon g  tim e  me m b e r s  of the  ch u r c h  an d  he r  un c l e  (n o w  in his  
70 ’ s )  ha s  be e n  a ve r y  ac t i v e  me m b e r  ov e r  the  ye a r s , sh e  tel l s  yo u  th a t sh e  is 
co m i n g  to yo u  no w  be c a u s e  sh e  is un c o m f o r t a b l e  tha t  he  oc c a s i o n a l l y  tal k s  wi t h  
ot h e r  fa m i l i e s ’  yo u n g  ch i l d r e n  at ch u r c h .  

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  

 
Sc e n a r i o  6 
Th e  wi f e  of yo u r  he a d  eld e r  co m e s  to yo u  an d  tel l s  yo u  th a t he r  hu s b a n d  ha s  
re c e n t l y  ra p e d  he r an d  ha s  do n e  thi s  nu m e r o u s  tim e s  ov e r th e  co u r s e  of th e i r  20  
ye a r s  of ma r r i a g e . Sh e  is th i n k i n g  ab o u t fil i n g  for  div o r c e  an d  is co m i n g  to yo u  
fo r ad v i c e .  

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
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•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  

 
Af t e r co m p l e t i n g  th e  tes t sc e n a r i o s , the  pa r t i c i p a n t s  we r e  gi v e n  a 5- m i n u t e  bre a k . 

Ho w e v e r , th e y  too k  lo n g e r th a n  ex p e c t e d  to co m p l e t e  the i r re s p o n s e s  to th e  sc e n a r i o s  an d  

ut i l i z e d  m o r e  br e a k  tim e  th a n  I ha d  an t i c i p a t e d . W h e n  ev e r y o n e  ret u r n e d  to the i r se a t s , it 

wa s  ne a r l y  10 : 2 0 .  By  th i s  po i n t ,  I wa s  15  mi n u t e s  be h i n d  sc h e d u l e .  

 
Pa r t  Tw o : Ph y s i c a l Ab u s e — M a y  11 , 20 2 3  

I de l i b e r a t e l y  ch o s e  to be g i n  ou r  di s c u s s i o n  wi t h  th e  to p i c  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  fo r 

tw o  m a i n  rea s o n s . F i r s t l y , it pr o v i d e d  a so f t e r  int r o d u c t i o n , ch a r a c t e r i z e d  by  its  rel a t i v e l y  

lig h t e r , le s s  ab r a s i v e , an d  les s  sho c k i n g  co n t e n t  co m p a r e d  to se x u a l ab u s e . I be l i e v e d  th a t  

in t r o d u c i n g  th e  au d i e n c e  gra d u a l l y  to the  su b j e c t  ma t t e r  wa s  a mo r e  co n s i d e r a t e  ap p r o a c h  

th a n  de l v i n g  in t o  th e  mo r e  di s t r e s s i n g  top i c  rig h t fro m  th e  sta r t .  Se c o n d l y , m y  de c i s i o n  to 

be g i n  th e  da y  wi t h  a di s c u s s i o n  on  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  wa s  inf l u e n c e d  by  m y  ex t e n s i v e  

ex p e r i e n c e  in pr e s e n t i n g , pr e a c h i n g , an d  tea c h i n g . M a i n t a i n i n g  an au d i e n c e ’ s  en g a g e m e n t 

af t e r  lun c h , es p e c i a l l y  aft e r  sev e r a l ho u r s  of cl a s s r o o m  tim e , is a we l l - k n o w n  ch a l l e n g e . 

Gi v e n  tha t  the  su b j e c t  of sex u a l  ab u s e  is in h e r e n t l y  mo r e  ca p t i v a t i n g , em o t i o n a l l y  

ch a r g e d , an d  lik e l y  to el i c i t str o n g e r  rea c t i o n s , I s tr a t e g i c a l l y  sc h e d u l e d  it fo r  ou r po s t -

lu n c h  se s s i o n  wh e n  en e r g y  lev e l s  te n d  to di p . 

 
De f i n i t i o n s  

Al t h o u g h  ma n y , inc l u d i n g  m y s e l f ,  ma y  fin d  th e  pr o c e s s  of de f i n i n g  te r m s  

so m e w h a t un e x c i t i n g , it wa s  de e m e d  ne c e s s a r y  to in c l u d e  it in ea c h  se c t i o n  of th i s  

pr o j e c t .  Th e  rat i o n a l e  be h i n d  thi s  de c i s i o n  is to pr o v i d e  cl a r i t y  fo r  the  au d i e n c e  an d  

eli m i n a t e  an y  gu e s s w o r k  reg a r d i n g  th e  top i c  at ha n d . Ex c l u d i n g  or po s t p o n i n g  the  
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de f i n i t i o n  wi t h i n  the  pr e s e n t a t i o n  ca n  lea d  th e  au d i e n c e ’ s  mi n d s  to wa n d e r , ca u s i n g  th e m  

to spe c u l a t e  ab o u t th e  su b j e c t wh i l e  mi s s i n g  ou t  on  oth e r  cru c i a l  in f o r m a t i o n . Al t h o u g h  

ou r  ma i n  foc u s  is on  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e , I op t e d  no t  to pro v i d e  a de f i n i t i o n  fo r  ph y s i c a l ab u s e  

its e l f ,  as  it mi g h t se e m  re d u n d a n t an d  po t e n t i a l l y  co n d e s c e n d i n g , co n s i d e r i n g  tha t  ad u l t s  

ty p i c a l l y  un d e r s t a n d  its  ba s i c s . In s t e a d , in thi s  sec t i o n , I ch o s e  to de f i n e  thr e e  dis t i n c t  

fo r m s  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e :  Ch i l d  M a l t r e a t m e n t , In t i m a t e  Pa r t n e r Vi o l e n c e , an d  Ne g l e c t .  

 
S t a t i s t i c s  

In c o r p o r a t i n g  sta t i s t i c s  ca n  en h a n c e  the  cr e d i b i l i t y  of yo u r  sta t e m e n t s .  In my  

pr e s e n t a t i o n , I su b s t a n t i a t e d  the  sta t i s t i c a l  da t a  wi t h  cit a t i o n s  fro m  pe e r - r e v i e w e d  

re s e a r c h , wh i c h  we r e  ci t e d  at the  bo t t o m  rig h t - h a n d  co r n e r  of ea c h  s li d e . To  en g a g e  the  

au d i e n c e  an d  su s t a i n  th e i r  in t e r e s t  in wh a t m i g h t  ot h e r w i s e  be  a dr y  su b j e c t ,  I po s e d  

th o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g  qu e s t i o n s  be f o r e  pre s e n t i n g  the  s ta t i s t i c a l  inf o r m a t i o n . Ex a m p l e s  of 

th e s e  qu e s t i o n s  inc l u d e , “W h i c h  de m o g r a p h i c  gr o u p  do  yo u  be l i e v e  ex p e r i e n c e s  the  

hi g h e s t  rat e  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e ? ”  an d  “W h i c h  ca t e g o r y  of wo m e n  ten d s  to be  at a gre a t e r  

ris k  fo r In t i m a t e  Pa r t n e r  Vi o l e n c e ? ”  Th i s  ap p r o a c h  en c o u r a g e d  ac t i v e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  an d  

su s t a i n e d  th e  au d i e n c e ’ s  en g a g e m e n t  thr o u g h o u t  the  pr e s e n t a t i o n . 

 
In d i c a t o r s  

Du r i n g  thi s  seg m e n t of the  pr e s e n t a t i o n , I de l v e d  int o  es s e n t i a l  co n t e n t  tha t  

sig n i f i c a n t l y  en h a n c e d  th e  pa r t i c i p a n t s ’  un d e r s t a n d i n g .  Id e n t i f y i n g  th e  s ig n s  an d  

sy m p t o m s  of ph y s i c a l ab u s e  is th e  ini t i a l an d  cr u c i a l  ste p  in its  pr e v e n t i o n . Th i s  se c t i o n  

co v e r e d  se v e r a l  ke y  top i c s , in c l u d i n g  co m m o n  in d i c a t o r s , typ e s  of ab u s e , co m m o n  
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in j u r i e s  in d i c a t i v e  of ab u s e , no n - p h y s i c a l s ig n s  of ab u s e , s tr a t e g i e s  fo r di s c u s s i n g  the  

to p i c  in co n v e r s a t i o n , an d  co m m o n  su s p i c i o u s  asp e c t s  of ab u s e .  

 
Ca u s e s  

Th i s  sec t i o n  of f e r e d  the  au d i e n c e  va l u a b l e  in s i g h t s  in t o  th e  fac t o r s  co n t r i b u t i n g  to 

th e  de v e l o p m e n t  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  in in d i v i d u a l s ’  liv e s . Th r o u g h o u t  thi s  sec t i o n  of my  

pr e s e n t a t i o n , the  pr i m a r y  em p h a s i s  wa s  on  ref e r e n c i n g  res e a r c h e r s  an d  the i r fin d i n g s  

wi t h i n  th e  co n t e x t of th e i r  stu d y  su b j e c t s .  Th e  ov e r w h e l m i n g  ev i d e n c e  fro m  the s e  stu d i e s  

su g g e s t s  tha t  ex p e r i e n c i n g  ab u s e  or gr o w i n g  up  in ab u s i v e  en v i r o n m e n t s  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  

in c r e a s e s  th e  lik e l i h o o d  of be c o m i n g  an  ab u s e r in the  fu t u r e .  

 
Ef f e c t s  

Th i s  sec t i o n  of the  pr e s e n t a t i o n  ap p e a r e d  to res o n a t e  wi t h  so m e  m e m b e r s  of the  

au d i e n c e , ev i d e n t  fro m  the i r re a c t i o n s , esp e c i a l l y  re g a r d i n g  th e  ef f e c t s  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e . 

In thi s  sec t i o n , we  ex a m i n e d  a va r i e t y  of co n s e q u e n c e s , in c l u d i n g  ch r o n i c  pa i n , as t h m a , 

ga s t r o i n t e s t i n a l is s u e s , ne u r o l o g i c a l  dis o r d e r s , an d  re p r o d u c t i v e  pr o b l e m s (su c h  as 

se x u a l l y  tra n s m i t t e d  inf e c t i o n s , hu m a n  im m u n o d e f i c i e n c y  vir u s  [H I V ] , an d  un i n t e n d e d  

pr e g n a n c y ) . Fu r t h e r m o r e , we  de l v e d  in t o  the  im p a c t on  m e n t a l  he a l t h , pa r t i c u l a r l y  po s t -

tra u m a t i c  s tr e s s  dis o r d e r [P T S D ] , de p r e s s i o n , an d  su b s t a n c e  ab u s e .  W e  al s o  di s c u s s e d  the  

in c r e a s e d  ris k  of in j u r y  an d  mo r t a l i t y  fro m  ho m i c i d e  an d  su i c i d e , the  fin a n c i a l bu r d e n  on  

th e  he a l t h c a r e  sys t e m , le a r n i n g  dis a b i l i t i e s , su b s t a n c e  us e  dis o r d e r s , an d  ab n o r m a l br a i n  

de v e l o p m e n t .  
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Gr o u p  Sh a r i n g  

I ini t i a l l y  inc l u d e d  thi s  sec t i o n  in my  cu r r i c u l u m  be c a u s e  I be l i e v e d  it wo u l d  be  

on e  of the  mo s t  va l u a b l e  asp e c t s  of ea c h  pre s e n t a t i o n . It pr o v i d e s  pa r t i c i p a n t s  wi t h  th e  

op p o r t u n i t y  to ask  qu e s t i o n s  an d  sh a r e  th e i r  tho u g h t s  an d  ex p e r i e n c e s .  Pe r s o n a l l y , I fin d  

th a t  I gra s p  an d  co n t e x t u a l i z e  in f o r m a t i o n  mo r e  eff e c t i v e l y  wh e n  it’ s  pr e s e n t e d  wi t h i n  the  

fra m e w o r k  of a re a l - l i f e  s to r y , wh i c h  is wh y  I be l i e v e  Je s u s  use d  pa r a b l e s  so ex t e n s i v e l y .  

Ho w e v e r , I wa s  als o  ap p r e h e n s i v e  ab o u t al l o w i n g  pe o p l e  to sh a r e  th e i r  sto r i e s , pr i m a r i l y  

be c a u s e  I wa s  ru n n i n g  be h i n d  sch e d u l e .  I ha d  in i t i a l l y  in c o r p o r a t e d  th e s e  sh a r i n g  

se g m e n t s  wh e n  I ha d  an  ex t r a  tw o  ho u r s  fo r  the  pr e s e n t a t i o n . Fo r t u n a t e l y , no  on e  ha d  an y  

sto r i e s  to sh a r e , an d  I wa s  ab l e  to ea s i l y  an d  qu i c k l y  ad d r e s s  the  fe w  qu e s t i o n s  rai s e d  at 

th e  en d  of the  se s s i o n . 

 
Pa r t  Th r e e : Se x u a l Ab u s e — M a y  11 , 20 2 3  

Ar o u n d  11 : 1 5 , I tra n s i t i o n e d  int o  the  to p i c  of sex u a l  ab u s e .  De s p i t e  le c t u r i n g  for  

an  ho u r  an d  a ha l f ,  th e  au d i e n c e  rem a i n e d  en g a g e d  an d  ea g e r . I att r i b u t e  th i s  to sev e r a l 

fa c t o r s . Th e s e  fa c t o r s  inc l u d e  th e  us e  of a dy n a m i c  Po w e r P o i n t pr e s e n t a t i o n , en g a g i n g  

co n t e n t , ac t i v e  au d i e n c e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n , we l l - d e s e r v e d  bre a k s , an d  a pu r p o s e f u l tra n s i t i o n  

at th e  co n c l u s i o n  of th e  ph y s i c a l ab u s e  sec t i o n . Th i s  tra n s i t i o n  bu i l t  an t i c i p a t i o n  fo r  the  

up c o m i n g  se g m e n t  on  sex u a l  ab u s e . I too k  a ca l c u l a t e d  ris k  of po s s i b l y  los i n g  th e  

au d i e n c e ’ s  at t e n t i o n  by  fo l l o w i n g  th e  sam e  flo w  as  the  pr e v i o u s  se g m e n t , int r o d u c i n g  

sim i l a r  seg m e n t s  in or d e r  (de f i n i t i o n s , sta t i s t i c s , ind i c a t o r s , ca u s e s , etc . ) .  Ho w e v e r , I 

be l i e v e d  thi s  ap p r o a c h  he l p e d  th e  au d i e n c e  ma i n t a i n  the i r fo c u s  be c a u s e  it all o w e d  th e m  

to an t i c i p a t e  wh a t wo u l d  co m e  ne x t , fos t e r i n g  a so m e w h a t  su b c o n s c i o u s  le v e l of att e n t i o n  

to the  co n t e n t .  To  ki c k  of f  thi s  sec t i o n , I em p l o y e d  a “sh o c k  an d  aw e ”  tac t i c  to gr a b  
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att e n t i o n . I ask e d , “W h i c h  de n o m i n a t i o n  do  yo u  th i n k  ha s  the  m o s t ca s e s  of se x u a l 

ab u s e ? ”  Th e  au d i e n c e  gu e s s e d , an d  the n  I rev e a l e d  th a t th e  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t ch u r c h  

ra n k e d  th i r d . Sh o c k  fa c t o r  ac h i e v e d . 

 
De f i n i t i o n s  

Fo r  de f i n i t i o n s , I co n d e n s e d  it to th r e e  sli d e s , fo c u s i n g  so l e l y  on  de f i n i n g  Ch i l d  

Se x u a l Ab u s e  (C S A ) . Ho w e v e r , I als o  inc l u d e d  nu m e r o u s  sub c a t e g o r i e s  of CS A  wi t h i n  

th i s  se c t i o n , wh i c h  we  lat e r ex p l o r e d  in gre a t e r de t a i l  du r i n g  the  le c t u r e . 

 
S t a t i s t i c s  

In the  sta t i s t i c s  se g m e n t  on  sex u a l  ab u s e , I op t e d  fo r  a m o r e  co m p r e h e n s i v e  

ap p r o a c h . M y  ra t i o n a l e  wa s  th a t  by  in c l u d i n g  a gr e a t e r  nu m b e r  of pe e r - r e v i e w e d  

sta t i s t i c s , I co u l d  en h a n c e  th e  cre d i b i l i t y  of my  pr e s e n t a t i o n  an d  he l p  th e  au d i e n c e  gra s p  

th e  gr a v i t y  of the  cu r r e n t  rea l i t y  in wh i c h  we  liv e  an d  wo r k . W i t h i n  th i s  sec t i o n , I 

ad d r e s s e d  a wi d e  ran g e  of top i c s , in c l u d i n g  co m p a r i s o n s  of ab u s e  vi c t i m s  by  ge n d e r 

(b o y s  an d  gi r l s ) ,  ag e  gr o u p s  (ch i l d r e n  vs . ad u l t s ) ,  oc c u r r e n c e s  of se x u a l ab u s e  in sc h o o l 

en v i r o n m e n t s , wi t h i n  im m e d i a t e  fa m i l i e s , du r i n g  ad u l t h o o d , am o n g  in d i v i d u a l s  wi t h  

se v e r e  m e n t a l ill n e s s e s , an d  th e  re a s o n s  be h i n d  no n - r e p o r t i n g  of ab u s e . To  co n c l u d e  th i s  

se c t i o n , I po s e d  a tra n s i t i o n a l  qu e s t i o n  to br i d g e  th e  au d i e n c e  to th e  ne x t  se g m e n t . “H o w  

ca n  we , as  rel i g i o u s  lea d e r s , id e n t i f y  so m e o n e  wh o  ma y  be  su f f e r i n g  fro m  se x u a l ab u s e ?  

 
In d i c a t o r s  

Al t h o u g h  thi s  se c t i o n  co n s i s t e d  of on l y  12  sli d e s , I co n s i d e r  it the  m o s t  piv o t a l 

pa r t of my  en t i r e  pre s e n t a t i o n . W i t h i n  it,  I pro v i d e d  pa s t o r s  wi t h  es s e n t i a l  sig n s  an d  

sy m p t o m s  to wa t c h  fo r . Re c o g n i z i n g  tha t  ind i c a t o r s  ca n  va r y  wi d e l y  ac r o s s  di f f e r e n t ag e  
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gr o u p s  (c h i l d h o o d , ad o l e s c e n c e , an d  ad u l t h o o d ) , I seg m e n t e d  th i s  se c t i o n  ac c o r d i n g l y . In 

th e s e  sli d e s , I co v e r e d  a to t a l  of 68  co m m o n  ind i c a t o r s  of se x u a l ab u s e . Fo r ac c e s s i b i l i t y  

an d  pr a c t i c a l i t y , I di s t r i b u t e d  pa p e r ha n d o u t s  co n t a i n i n g  all  the s e  in d i c a t o r s  to th e  

att e n d e e s . In ad d i t i o n , I en c o u r a g e d  pa s t o r s  to sna p  ph o t o s  of m y  sli d e s  us i n g  the i r 

ph o n e s , a sug g e s t i o n  th a t  ro u g h l y  50 %  of th e  cla s s  ap p e a r e d  to em b r a c e .  Af t e r 

co n c l u d i n g  thi s  sec t i o n , I gr a n t e d  the  gr o u p  a we l l - d e s e r v e d  lu n c h  br e a k , all o w i n g  the m  

ap p r o x i m a t e l y  on e  ho u r  to rec h a r g e . 

 
Ca u s e s  

Th e  se c t i o n  I tit l e d  “C a u s e s ”  ma r k e d  a sig n i f i c a n t  ju n c t u r e  in m y  pre s e n t a t i o n , as  

it in t r o d u c e d  the  sli d e s  an d  in f o r m a t i o n  co n c e r n i n g  ch i l d  sex  of f e n d e r s  fro m  Mr s . Co r e y  

Je n s e n  of CB I Co n s u l t i n g . I be g a n  by  pr e s e r v i n g  the  in t e g r i t y  of he r  Po w e r P o i n t s li d e s , 

m a i n t a i n i n g  th e i r  di s t i n c t i v e  bl u e  ba c k g r o u n d  co l o r s , as  she  ha d  or i g i n a l l y  sh a r e d  wi t h  

m e . I al s o  ac k n o w l e d g e d  M r s . Je n s e n ’ s  ex t e n s i v e  ex p e r t i s e  an d  cr e d e n t i a l s ,  sh o w c a s i n g  

he r  qu a l i f i c a t i o n s  on  tw o  se p a r a t e  sli d e s . In ad d i t i o n , I sh a r e d  th e  ba c k s t o r y  of ho w  we  

cr o s s e d  pa t h s  an d  ex p l a i n e d  tha t  I ha d  ob t a i n e d  fu l l  pe r m i s s i o n  to in c o r p o r a t e  he r  sli d e s  

in t o  m y  pre s e n t a t i o n . W i t h i n  my  ex t e n s i v e  pr e s e n t a t i o n  on  sex u a l  ab u s e , co m p r i s i n g  a 

to t a l  of 15 7  s li d e s , 42  of th e m  we r e  so u r c e d  fro m  M r s . Je n s e n ’ s  or i g i n a l pr e s e n t a t i o n , 

wh i c h  en c o m p a s s e d  ov e r  30 0  sli d e s . I sp e n t m o n t h s  m e t i c u l o u s l y  cu r a t i n g  an d  

re o r g a n i z i n g  he r  co n t e n t , se l e c t i n g  on l y  th e  m o s t re l e v a n t  an d  log i c a l  sli d e s  to en s u r e  a 

se a m l e s s  flo w  in m y  pre s e n t a t i o n . 

Th e  “C a u s e s ”  se c t i o n  de l v e d  in t o  se v e r a l cr i t i c a l  fac e t s  of wh y  an d  ho w  off e n d e r s  

pe r p e t r a t e  ab u s e  ag a i n s t  th e i r  vic t i m s . S im i l a r to m y  pre s e n t a t i o n  s ty l e  an d  str u c t u r e , M r s . 

Je n s e n  al s o  in i t i a t e d  he r  sec t i o n  wi t h  nu m e r o u s  sta t i s t i c s  on  se x u a l of f e n d e r s .  Th e  
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su b s e q u e n t  su b s e c t i o n  ex p l o r e d  th e  mi n d s e t  of off e n d e r s , fe a t u r i n g  a co n c i s e  tw o - s l i d e  

se c t i o n  fro m  M r s . Jen s e n ’ s  m a t e r i a l .  Fo l l o w i n g  th a t ,  I inc o r p o r a t e d  a seg m e n t on  th e  

co m m o n  ch a r a c t e r tra i t s  of sex u a l  ab u s e r s , dra w i n g  fro m  m y  ow n  re s e a r c h , an d  

su p p l e m e n t e d  it wi t h  sev e n  s li d e s  fro m  Mr s . Jen s e n  on  th e  sam e  top i c .  

Or i g i n a l l y , I inc l u d e d  a sub s t a n t i a l  an d  int r i c a t e  se c t i o n  tit l e d  “W h y  do  the y  

of f e n d  in the  fir s t pl a c e ? ”  Th i s  sec t i o n  wa s  pri m a r i l y  ba s e d  on  m y  ow n  re s e a r c h  ef f o r t s  

an d  ex p l o r e d  va r i o u s  the o r e t i c a l  id e a s  ab o u t  the  fac t o r s  th a t m a y  lea d  in d i v i d u a l s  to 

be c o m e  se x u a l of f e n d e r s . Ho w e v e r , du e  to la s t - m i n u t e  tim e  co n s t r a i n t s , I m a d e  th e  

de c i s i o n  to om i t  the  fir s t ha l f  of th i s  se c t i o n  to sa v e  tim e . In ad d i t i o n , I ch o s e  to re m o v e  it 

du e  to its  sp e c u l a t i v e  na t u r e . W h i l e  we l l - r e s e a r c h e d  an d  pe e r - r e v i e w e d , mu c h  of the  

co n t e n t  rem a i n e d  hy p o t h e t i c a l  in its  at t e m p t to un r a v e l  the  nu m e r o u s  po t e n t i a l ca u s e s  

co n t r i b u t i n g  to th e  de v e l o p m e n t  of ch i l d  sex u a l  off e n d e r s .  

To  en s u r e  tra n s p a r e n c y  an d  ac k n o w l e d g e  the  im p o r t a n c e  of ex p l o r i n g  th e  “w h y ”  

as p e c t  of ho w  of f e n d e r s  ma y  be c o m e  pe r p e t r a t o r s , I ch o s e  to re t a i n  the  s li d e s  in th e  

pr e s e n t a t i o n , alb e i t wi t h  a bo l d  re d  lin e  str i k i n g  thr o u g h  ea c h  on e . As  I qu i c k l y  na v i g a t e d  

th r o u g h  th e s e  s li d e s , I br i e f l y  de s c r i b e d  th e i r  co n t e n t , pri m a r i l y  to co n v e y  to th e  au d i e n c e  

th a t  I ha d  in d e e d  co n d u c t e d  res e a r c h  on  the  co m p l e x  na t u r e  of wh y  ind i v i d u a l s  ma y  

de v e l o p  in t o  se x u a l of f e n d e r s , ad d r e s s i n g  bo t h  th e  na t u r e  ve r s u s  nu r t u r e  as p e c t s .  Th e  

re m a i n i n g  se c t i o n  on  “w h y  th e y  of f e n d ”  fo c u s e d  on  sub s t a n t i a l da t a  an d  m o t i v a t i o n s , 

en c o m p a s s i n g  re s e a r c h  rel a t e d  to bra i n  ch e m i s t r y  an d  fin a n c i a l in c e n t i v e s , suc h  as  sex  

tra f f i c k i n g . 

Th e  ne x t su b s e c t i o n  wi t h i n  m y  “c a u s e s ”  se c t i o n  de l v e d  in t o  th e  gr o o m i n g  tac t i c s  

em p l o y e d  by  ch i l d  sex u a l  of f e n d e r s .  I pr o v i d e d  co m p r e h e n s i v e  de f i n i t i o n s  an d  s ta t i s t i c s , 
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tra n s i t i o n i n g  in t o  an  ex p l o r a t i o n  of ho w  th e  gro o m i n g  pr o c e s s  ty p i c a l l y  un f o l d s  wi t h i n  

fa m i l i a l ,  as s o c i a t e , an d  on l i n e  se t t i n g s . To  co n c l u d e  thi s  se c t i o n , I inc l u d e d  a th r e e -

m i n u t e  vid e o  tes t i m o n y  fro m  Di a m o n d  D. , a fo r m e r  tra n s v e s t i t e , co u r t e s y  of XX X  

Ch u r c h  of La s  Ve g a s , Ne v a d a . In th e  cl i p , Di a m o n d  D. ca n d i d l y  sh a r e d  hi s  rea l i z a t i o n  

th a t  hi s  pr o m i s c u o u s  ad u l t lif e s t y l e  wa s  dir e c t l y  lin k e d  to ch i l d h o o d  m o l e s t a t i o n .  Th i s  

vi d e o  cl i p  se r v e d  as a re l e v a n t se g u e  to my  ne x t to p i c .  

 
Ef f e c t s  

Th e  se g m e n t  ad d r e s s i n g  th e  eff e c t s  ex p e r i e n c e d  by  ab u s e  su r v i v o r s  wa s  

un d e n i a b l y  em o t i o n a l l y  ch a r g e d  an d  im p a c t f u l .  W h i l e  the  co n t e n t pr i m a r i l y  co n s i s t e d  of 

qu o t a t i o n s  fro m  pe e r - r e v i e w e d  re s e a r c h , it wa s  ev i d e n t th a t so m e  at t e n d e e s  we r e  de e p l y  

af f e c t e d  by  th e  pro f o u n d  im p a c t of se x u a l ab u s e  on  its  vic t i m s . Th i s  se c t i o n , alt h o u g h  

co n c i s e  at ju s t s ix  sli d e s , pr e s e n t e d  a sub s t a n t i a l am o u n t of tex t  on  ea c h  s li d e — a l m o s t 

pu s h i n g  th e  lim i t s  of rea d a b i l i t y  on  th e  scr e e n . Ra t h e r th a n  rea d  th r o u g h  su c h  a lar g e  

am o u n t  of ma t e r i a l m y s e l f ,  I ch o s e  to se l e c t  a pe r s o n  at ra n d o m  to rea d  on e  en t i r e  sli d e . 

Th i s  ap p r o a c h  ser v e d  th r e e  dis t i n c t  pu r p o s e s  sim u l t a n e o u s l y .  

F i r s t l y , it af f o r d e d  m e , as  th e  pre s e n t e r , a mo m e n t a r y  bre a k . Se c o n d l y , it 

en c o u r a g e d  au d i e n c e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n , ac t i v e l y  in v o l v i n g  th e m  in the  pr e s e n t a t i o n . An d  

th i r d l y , it im m e d i a t e l y  m o t i v a t e d  ev e r y o n e  to pa y  ke e n  att e n t i o n  to wh a t m i g h t  oth e r w i s e  

be  co n s i d e r e d  dr y  m a t e r i a l ,  dri v e n  by  the  an t i c i p a t i o n  of po s s i b l y  be i n g  se l e c t e d  to re a d  

ne x t . Fo l l o w i n g  the  co m p l e t i o n  of the s e  rea d - a l o u d  se c t i o n s , I gr a n t e d  th e  au d i e n c e  a 

fiv e - m i n u t e  br e a k , alt h o u g h  the y  ex t e n d e d  it to ten  m i n u t e s .   
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Pr e v e n t i o n  

As  we  en t e r e d  th i s  ne x t  sec t i o n , wh i c h  I co n s i d e r  the  he a r t  of my  en t i r e  

pr e s e n t a t i o n , I s tr a t e g i c a l l y  be g a n  wi t h  an  at t e n t i o n - g r a b b i n g  ste p  an d  a mo t i v a t i o n a l  

sto r y  to inv i t e  ac t i v e  au d i e n c e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n . Gi v e n  tha t  thi s  sec t i o n  fo l l o w e d  a br e a k  an d  

he l d  cr u c i a l  im p o r t a n c e , I ai m e d  to en s u r e  ev e r y o n e  wa s  fu l l y  en g a g e d . To  kic k  th i n g s  

of f ,  I em p l o y e d  an  att e n t i o n  ste p  ins p i r e d  by  th e  po p u l a r  “C h o o s e  Yo u r  Ow n  Ad v e n t u r e ”  

bo o k  se r i e s  th a t ca p t i v a t e d  kid s  du r i n g  th e  lat e  80 ’ s  to th e  mi d - 9 0 ’ s . Fo r  tho s e  un f a m i l i a r 

wi t h  the  se r i e s , I pr o v i d e d  a qu i c k  ov e r v i e w  of ho w  the  bo o k s  wo r k e d — r e a d e r s  fac e d  

de c i s i o n s  at the  en d  of ea c h  ch a p t e r , le a d i n g  to dif f e r e n t ou t c o m e s  an d  mu l t i p l e  po s s i b l e  

en d i n g s  ba s e d  on  the i r ch o i c e s . Ne x t , I int r o d u c e d  an  ex t e n d e d  sc e n a r i o  fro m  my  ea r l y  

da y s  as a ne w  pa s t o r , us i n g  it as m y  m o t i v a t i o n a l  sto r y  to ma x i m i z e  au d i e n c e  en g a g e m e n t  

an d  ma i n t a i n  the i r at t e n t i o n . I pr e s e n t e d  a ser i e s  of sce n a r i o s  an d  as k e d  at t e n d e e s  ho w  

th e y  wo u l d  re s p o n d  to ea c h . I ap t l y  tit l e d  thi s  na r r a t i v e  af t e r  th e  ce n t r a l  ch a r a c t e r , M r . 

M e n d o z a  (n o t  his  rea l  na m e ) . 

M r . M e n d o z a  Ch a p t e r  1 
Yo u  ar e  a ne w  pa s t o r  at a ch u r c h  an d  on e  of the  el d e r s  in f o r m  yo u  th a t M r . 
M e n d o z a , wh o s e  wi f e  cu r r e n t l y  ow n s  an d  op e r a t e s  a sm a l l  nu r s i n g  ho m e , wa s  
se n t e n c e d  25  ye a r s  ag o  to a 10 - y e a r se n t e n c e  fo r ra p i n g  on e  of hi s  
in c a p a c i t a t e d  pa t i e n t s . S in c e  hi s  ar r e s t ,  the  bu s i n e s s  wa s  pu t  int o  his  wi f e ’ s  
na m e , bu t  he  sti l l  op e r a t e s  it wi t h  his  wi f e . Th e y  co m e  to ch u r c h  re g u l a r l y  an d  
so c i a l i z e  lik e  ev e r y o n e  el s e  be f o r e  an d  af t e r  ser v i c e s . 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
M r . M e n d o z a  Ch a p t e r  2 

A fe w  we e k s  la t e r ,  M r . M e n d o z a  co m e s  to yo u  an d  ex p r e s s e s  his  de s i r e  to 
tak e  th e  po s i t i o n  as  sm a l l gr o u p  ch o i r  lea d e r  tha t  yo u  rec e n t l y  ad v e r t i s e d  fo r in 
th e  bu l l e t i n . 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
M r . M e n d o z a  Ch a p t e r  3 

Ab o u t  a ye a r in , yo u  he a r th r o u g h  ca s u a l co n v e r s a t i o n  wi t h  th e  se c r e t a r y  tha t  
ab o u t 10  ye a r s  ag o  M r . M e n d o z a  se x u a l l y  as s a u l t e d  th e  cle a n i n g  la d y  in th e  
pa t h f i n d e r  bu i l d i n g  wh i l e  sh e  wa s  wo r k i n g . Th i s  in c i d e n t  wa s  rep o r t e d  to 
un k n o w n  pe o p l e  at th e  ch u r c h , bu t no t h i n g  wa s  ev e r  re p o r t e d  to th e  po l i c e  
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be c a u s e  th e  cle a n i n g  la d y  did  no t  wa n t  an y  att e n t i o n  du e  to he r  im m i g r a t i o n  
sta t u s . Yo u  fin d  th i s  ve r y  od d  tha t  yo u  ha v e  ne v e r  he a r d  th i s  be f o r e  bu t  aft e r  
so m e  as k i n g  ar o u n d  yo u  fin d  ou t  tha t  thi s  is co m m o n  kn o w l e d g e . 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
M r . M e n d o z a  Ch a p t e r  4 

At  an  eld e r ’ s  m e e t i n g  it is br o u g h t to ev e r y o n e ’ s  att e n t i o n  th a t M r . M e n d o z a  
ha s  be e n  s it t i n g  in the  re c l i n e r in the  m o t h e r ’ s  ro o m  du r i n g  ser v i c e  so he  ca n  
he a r be t t e r .  No  ch u r c h  me m b e r ha s  co m p l a i n e d  bu t  the  el d e r s  wh o  ha v e  be e n  
ar o u n d  for  a wh i l e  an d  wh o  kn o w  his  hi s t o r y  are  co n c e r n e d . On e  eld e r sp e a k s  
up  an d  va g u e l y  re m e m b e r s  tha t  M r . M e n d o z a  wa s  ask e d  by  a pa s t o r  ye a r s  ag o  
th a t  if he  wi s h e s  to att e n d , he  mu s t  alw a y s  ha v e  a ch a p e r o n e . No  on e  ha s  
en f o r c e d  thi s  in ye a r s . 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
M r . M e n d o z a  Ch a p t e r  5 

Af t e r th e  me e t i n g  wi t h  the  eld e r s , yo u  ca l l  the  co n f e r e n c e  an d  ge t  so m e  
gu i d a n c e . Yo u  an d  th e  he a d  eld e r  dra f t up  a ne w  ch a p e r o n e  ag r e e m e n t  an d  
ca l l  M r . M e n d o z a  int o  yo u r of f i c e . Th e  he a d  eld e r  ha s  kn o w n  M r . M e n d o z a  
fo r ye a r s , so he  ve r y  kin d l y  an d  co m p a s s i o n a t e l y  co m m u n i c a t e s  th e  ch u r c h ’ s  
po l i c y  reg a r d i n g  ch a p e r o n e s  fo r  tho s e  wi t h  cri m i n a l ba c k g r o u n d s  su c h  as  his . 
M r . M e n d o z a  at fir s t fla t ou t  ref u s e s  to sig n  an y  su c h  ag r e e m e n t  be c a u s e  hi s  
vi c t i m s  we r e  old e r  wo m e n  an d  no t  ch i l d r e n . Th i s  is pr o b a b l y  th e  mo s t  
aw k w a r d  an d  un c o m f o r t a b l e  me e t i n g  yo u  ha v e  ev e r be e n  in . Af t e r  som e  ve r y  
pa t i e n t an d  ge n t l e  co u n s e l ,  he  ag r e e s  to sig n  an d  ha v e  a ch a p e r o n e  at all  tim e s . 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
M r . M e n d o z a  Ch a p t e r  6 

Ea c h  we e k  a di f f e r e n t  eld e r  is as s i g n e d  to me e t M r . M e n d o z a  at the  do o r  an d  
ch a p e r o n e  hi m  fro m  a sli g h t di s t a n c e . M r . M e n d o z a  is alm o s t al w a y s  at 
ch u r c h  wi t h  his  wi f e . Af t e r  a few  mo n t h s , the  el d e r s  sto p  be i n g  as di l i g e n t , 
an d  yo u  se e  M r . M e n d o z a  wa l k i n g  the  ha l l s  by  him s e l f  an d  att e n d i n g  po t l u c k s  
an d  ch u r c h  ev e n t s  wi t h  no  eld e r s  in sig h t . Yo u  re m i n d  yo u r  eld e r s  re p e a t e d l y , 
bu t  the  ba l l  is dr o p p e d  rep e a t e d l y . Yo u  th e n  co n f r o n t  Mr . M e n d o z a  pr i v a t e l y  
ab o u t yo u r  sig n e d  ag r e e m e n t  to wh i c h  he  rep l i e s  th a t  hi s  wi f e  is hi s  
ch a p e r o n e . 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 

Fr o m  th i s  in j u n c t i o n , I pr o c e e d e d  to the  ne x t s li d e  wh i c h  co n t a i n e d  a sam p l e  

Pa r t i c i p a t i o n  Ag r e e m e n t  so u r c e d  fro m  Ad v e n t i s t  Ri s k  M a n a g e m e n t ’ s  we b s i t e . To  

en h a n c e  en g a g e m e n t , I als o  dis t r i b u t e d  ph y s i c a l  co p i e s  of thi s  ex a c t  do c u m e n t  to th e  

au d i e n c e . In i t i a l l y , m y  pla n  ha d  be e n  to re a d  thr o u g h  th e  en t i r e  ag r e e m e n t wi t h  the  

pa r t i c i p a n t s , bu t  I ha d  to ma k e  an o t h e r  tim e - c o n s c i o u s  ad j u s t m e n t .  In s t e a d , we  br i e f l y  
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re v i e w e d  ke y  se c t i o n s , an d  I en c o u r a g e d  at t e n d e e s  to ke e p  it fo r th e i r  rec o r d s , sug g e s t i n g  

th e y  pe r u s e  it at th e i r  co n v e n i e n c e .  

Ne x t , I pla y e d  a sho r t  tw o - m i n u t e  Yo u T u b e  vi d e o  fro m  En d  It No w  M i n i s t r i e s . 

Th i s  vid e o  de p i c t e d  a ca r t o o n  sc e n a r i o  in wh i c h  a ch u r c h  me m b e r m e t wi t h  the  pa s t o r , 

ex p r e s s i n g  a de s i r e  to vo l u n t e e r  at the  ch u r c h . Th e  fir s t  sce n a r i o  ill u s t r a t e d  th e  pa s t o r  

ha n d l i n g  th e  s it u a t i o n  po o r l y , wh i l e  the  se c o n d  de m o n s t r a t e d  th e  pa s t o r  ha n d l i n g  it 

co r r e c t l y  an d  uti l i z i n g  the  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  ag r e e m e n t . To  fa c i l i t a t e  a se a m l e s s  tra n s i t i o n , I 

di s t r i b u t e d  fiv e  dif f e r e n t ha n d o u t s  ac c e s s i b l e  on  Ad v e n t i s t Ri s k  M a n a g e m e n t ’ s  we b s i t e . 

Th e s e  ha n d o u t s  en c o m p a s s e d  ess e n t i a l to p i c s , in c l u d i n g  the  Ch i l d  Pr o t e c t i o n  P la n , Se x  

Of f e n d e r  At t e n d a n c e  Ag r e e m e n t , M a n a g i n g  Kn o w n  Se x  Of f e n d e r s , Se x  Of f e n d e r s  in th e  

Ch u r c h  Le g a l Gu i d e , an d  Re f e r e n c e  Ch e c k s  Do ’ s  an d  Do n ’ t s . Ag a i n , we  br i e f l y  

di s c u s s e d  ea c h  ha n d o u t , alb e i t  lim i t e d  by  tim e  co n s t r a i n t s .   

 
Gr o u p  Sh a r i n g  

Un f o r t u n a t e l y , tim e  co n s t r a i n t s  ne c e s s i t a t e d  sk i p p i n g  thi s  pa r t i c u l a r se c t i o n , an d  I 

ur g e d  pa r t i c i p a n t s  to re s e r v e  th e i r  qu e s t i o n s  fo r  the  co n c l u d i n g  seg m e n t .  Th r o u g h o u t  the  

pr e s e n t a t i o n , sev e r a l qu e s t i o n s  ha d  ari s e n  th a t wa r r a n t e d  th o r o u g h  res p o n s e s , sp a r k i n g  

len g t h y  di s c u s s i o n s  am o n g  at t e n d e e s  las t i n g  se v e r a l  mi n u t e s .  Th e  se c t i o n  on  sex u a l  ab u s e  

ha d  un e x p e c t e d l y  co n s u m e d  ne a r l y  45  m i n u t e s  be y o n d  my  in i t i a l  es t i m a t e , la r g e l y  du e  to 

va r i o u s  fac t o r s . Co n s e q u e n t l y , I wa s  rap i d l y  ap p r o a c h i n g  th e  pre - e s t a b l i s h e d  tim e  lim i t s  

fo r th e  en t i r e  tra i n i n g , as  sti p u l a t e d  by  the  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r . 
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Pa r t  Fo u r :  M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t i n g — M a y  11 , 20 2 3  

Th i s  ma r k e d  th e  fo u r t h  an d  fin a l pr e s e n t a t i o n  of the  da y , co m p r i s i n g  a tot a l of 59  

Po w e r P o i n t s li d e s . W h i l e  I ty p i c a l l y  be g a n  ea c h  ne w  se c t i o n  wi t h  a ca r e f u l l y  cr a f t e d  

att e n t i o n  ste p  an d  m o t i v a t i o n a l sto r y , I ma d e  th e  pr a g m a t i c  ch o i c e , giv e n  ou r  tim e  

co n s t r a i n t s , to by p a s s  the s e  for m a l i t i e s  an d  in s t e a d  ini t i a t e  wi t h  a str a i g h t f o r w a r d  

ov e r v i e w  of th e  le s s o n . 

 
W h o  are  M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t e r s ?  

Al t h o u g h  I di d n ’ t  em p l o y  a for m a l att e n t i o n  ste p , th e  sec o n d  sli d e  in th e  

Po w e r P o i n t se r v e d  as  a qu i c k  at t e n t i o n - g r a b b e r  by  po s i n g  a di r e c t  qu e s t i o n  to th e  

au d i e n c e :  “W h o  ar e  M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t e r s ? ”  W h i l e  I di d n ’ t an t i c i p a t e  or ne c e s s a r i l y  

de s i r e  a vo c a l  res p o n s e , my  ai m  wa s  to ca p t u r e  the i r at t e n t i o n  an d  s te e r  th e i r  tho u g h t s  

to w a r d  the  up c o m i n g  qu e s t i o n . Th e  sub s e q u e n t  12  sli d e s  de l v e d  in t o  th e  sp e c i f i c s  of 

m a n d a t e d  rep o r t i n g , co v e r i n g  the  ca t e g o r i e s  of pr o f e s s i o n a l s  de s i g n a t e d  as  ma n d a t e d  

re p o r t e r s , th e  ty p e s  of cr i m e s  tha t  ne c e s s i t a t e  re p o r t i n g , th e  de s i g n a t e d  re c i p i e n t s  of the s e  

re p o r t s , an d  th e  po t e n t i a l  co n s e q u e n c e s  for  fai l i n g  to ful f i l l th i s  ob l i g a t i o n . I str u c t u r e d  

th e  pr e s e n t a t i o n  by  pr i o r i t i z i n g  re p o r t i n g  re q u i r e m e n t s  ba s e d  on  th e  ag e  of th e  vi c t i m s , 

wi t h  ch i l d r e n  tak i n g  pr e c e d e n c e , fo l l o w e d  by  ad u l t s ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  in th e  co n t e x t  of 

do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e , an d  co n c l u d i n g  wi t h  el d e r  an d  inc a p a c i t a t e d  ad u l t ab u s e . 

 
Ch i l d  Ab u s e  

On c e  ag a i n , in ali g n m e n t  wi t h  my  ap p r o a c h  in mo s t  sec t i o n s  of thi s  pre s e n t a t i o n , I 

be g a n  wi t h  fu n d a m e n t a l de f i n i t i o n s . Ho w e v e r , th i s  tim e , I to o k  an ad d i t i o n a l s te p  by  

elu c i d a t i n g  wh a t  do e s  no t  qu a l i f y  as  ch i l d  ab u s e , suc h  as  ne c e s s a r y  for c e  ex e r t e d  by  a 
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pe a c e  of f i c e r , ag e - a p p r o p r i a t e  di s c i p l i n a r y  spa n k i n g , an d  typ i c a l  co n f l i c t s  be t w e e n  

m i n o r s . Fo l l o w i n g  thi s  fou n d a t i o n , I tra n s i t i o n e d  to de l v e  in t o  a co u p l e  of sta t e  sta t u t e s  

sp e c i f i c  to W i s c o n s i n , ad d r e s s i n g  iss u e s  un i q u e  to th e  reg i o n , dis t i n c t  fro m  mo s t ot h e r  

sta t e s . Fo l l o w i n g  thi s , I de l v e d  in t o  the  po t e n t i a l  leg a l  im p l i c a t i o n s  of re p o r t i n g  ch i l d  

ab u s e  wi t h o u t  pri o r in v e s t i g a t i o n , rec o u n t i n g  a co u r t ca s e  fro m  Ne w  Yo r k  wh e r e  a 

tea c h e r  fac e d  a su c c e s s f u l  civ i l  law s u i t fro m  pa r e n t s  du e  to th e i r  fai l u r e  to inv e s t i g a t e  

cla i m s  be f o r e  re p o r t i n g . In th i s  co n c i s e  se c t i o n , I al s o  ex p l o r e d  th e  leg a l  ris k s  as s o c i a t e d  

wi t h  thi r d - p a r t y  ac c u s a t i o n s . 

Th e  ne x t se g m e n t fo c u s e d  on  th e  gu i d e l i n e s  tha t  mu s t  be  ad h e r e d  to wh e n  ma k i n g  

a rep o r t ,  en c o m p a s s i n g  the  es s e n t i a l as p e c t s  of wh o , wh a t , wh e n , wh e r e , an d  ho w  to fil e  a 

ph y s i c a l  rep o r t .  

Du r i n g  thi s  dis c u s s i o n , I pr o v i d e d  a vi s u a l re p r e s e n t a t i o n  of th e  De p a r t m e n t  of 

Ju s t i c e  fo r m  fo r  on l i n e  rep o r t i n g  in Ca l i f o r n i a , wh i l e  no t i n g  tha t  W i s c o n s i n  ha s  its  ow n  

di s t i n c t  po l i c i e s  an d  sta n d a r d s  go v e r n e d  by  the  W i s c o n s i n  De p a r t m e n t  of Ch i l d r e n  an d  

Fa m i l i e s . Fo r  the  be n e f i t  of th e  gro u p , I dis p l a y e d  the  de p a r t m e n t ’ s  on l i n e  pr o c e d u r e s  fo r 

fil i n g  a cl a i m  in W i s c o n s i n . 

Sh i f t i n g  ge a r s , I ad d r e s s e d  th e  co n t e n t i o u s  an d  oft e n  mi s u n d e r s t o o d  to p i c  of 

sta t u t o r y  rap e , wh i c h  va r i e s  in te r m s  of ag e  of co n s e n t , pe n a l t i e s , an d  ma n d a t o r y  

re p o r t i n g  re q u i r e m e n t s  fro m  sta t e  to sta t e .  I de d i c a t e d  fiv e  sli d e s  to me t i c u l o u s l y  ou t l i n e  

th e  sp e c i f i c  sta t e  s ta t u t e s  go v e r n i n g  ea c h  of the s e  fac e t s  in W i s c o n s i n . To  co n c l u d e  the  

se c t i o n  on  ch i l d  ab u s e , I de l v e d  in t o  th e  som e w h a t  int r i c a t e  W i s c o n s i n  sta t e  sta t u t e  th a t 

go v e r n s  th e  spe c i f i c  law s  pe r t a i n i n g  to cl e r g y  as  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s .  It’ s  wo r t h  no t i n g  



 

12 6  

th a t  W i s c o n s i n ’ s  law s  re g a r d i n g  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  by  cle r g y  dif f e r fro m  th o s e  in mo s t  

ot h e r  sta t e s .  

 
Do m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e  

Co n s i s t e n t wi t h  m y  ap p r o a c h  in pr e v i o u s  se c t i o n s , I in i t i a t e d  thi s  seg m e n t by  

pr o v i d i n g  de f i n i t i o n s  of do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e . Su b s e q u e n t l y , I ou t l i n e d  a no t e w o r t h y  

as p e c t — t h a t  a ha n d f u l  of sta t e s  ha v e  ma r k e d l y  di f f e r e n t  law s  co n c e r n i n g  re p o r t i n g  

do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e  co m p a r e d  to th e  res t .  Sp e c i f i c a l l y , th e r e  ar e  fo u r  sta t e s — N e w  

Ha m p s h i r e , Pe n n s y l v a n i a , Te n n e s s e e , an d  W i s c o n s i n — w h e r e  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  ar e  

no t  ob l i g a t e d  to re p o r t do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e . In ad d i t i o n , I ad d r e s s e d  the  un i q u e  sit u a t i o n  in 

Ok l a h o m a , wh e r e  a m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r  mu s t  ob t a i n  wr i t t e n  co n s e n t fro m  th e  vic t i m  

be f o r e  re p o r t i n g  do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e . 

An t i c i p a t i n g  the  au d i e n c e ’ s  su r p r i s e , I po s e d  a le a d i n g  qu e s t i o n , inq u i r i n g , “A n y  

gu e s s e s  as  to wh y  Ne w  Ha m p s h i r e , Pe n n s y l v a n i a , Te n n e s s e e , an d  he r e  in W i s c o n s i n  

lea v e  it up  to the  re p o r t e r ’ s  dis c r e t i o n ?  Or  wh y  in Ok l a h o m a , yo u  ca n ’ t  tak e  an y  ac t i o n  

wi t h o u t th e  vic t i m ’ s  pe r m i s s i o n ? ”  No  on e  am o n g  th e  au d i e n c e  ma n a g e d  to gu e s s  the  

co r r e c t an s w e r . I the n  pr o c e e d e d  to elu c i d a t e  th e  re a s o n s  be h i n d  the s e  ex c e p t i o n s  as  no t e d  

by  re s e a r c h e r s . In ess e n c e , the  pr i m a r y  co n c e r n s  re v o l v e d  ar o u n d  the  po t e n t i a l fo r fu r t h e r  

re t a l i a t i o n  by  th e  ab u s e r  an d  Ch i l d  Pr o t e c t i v e  Se r v i c e s  po t e n t i a l l y  re m o v i n g  ch i l d r e n  

fro m  the  m o t h e r ’ s  cu s t o d y . Co n c l u d i n g  the  se c t i o n  on  do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e , I on c e  ag a i n  

em p l o y e d  a ca r t o o n  pre s e n t a t i o n  fro m  En d  It No w  M i n i s t r i e s . Th i s  pr e s e n t a t i o n  

ill u s t r a t e d  bo t h  th e  rig h t  an d  wr o n g  ap p r o a c h e s  for  a me m b e r se e k i n g  he l p  fro m  a pa s t o r 

re g a r d i n g  a do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e  is s u e . 
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El d e r Ab u s e  

Th e  co n c l u d i n g  se g m e n t  of th e  en t i r e  pr e s e n t a t i o n  foc u s e d  on  eld e r  ab u s e , a to p i c  

th a t ,  lik e  m a n y , I pe r s o n a l l y  di d  no t fu l l y  gr a s p  un t i l m y  res e a r c h . To  en s u r e  cla r i t y  an d  

di s p e l  an y  po t e n t i a l  mi s c o n c e p t i o n s , I, as be f o r e , co m m e n c e d  wi t h  co m p r e h e n s i v e  

de f i n i t i o n s . 

M o v i n g  fo r w a r d , I de l v e d  int o  the  cr i t e r i a  tha t  de f i n e  eld e r  an d  in c a p a c i t a t e d  ad u l t  

ab u s e , she d d i n g  lig h t on  ho w  rep o r t s  pe r t a i n i n g  to the s e  ca s e s  sh o u l d  be  ha n d l e d . In 

clo s i n g , I pr e s e n t e d  a sli d e  ou t l i n i n g  the  sp e c i f i c  re p o r t i n g  pro c e d u r e s  pr e s c r i b e d  by  the  

W i s c o n s i n  De p a r t m e n t  of He a l t h  Se r v i c e s . To  fur t h e r  as s i s t th e  au d i e n c e , I di s t r i b u t e d  a 

ha n d o u t co n t a i n i n g  the s e  pr o c e d u r e s  an d  th e  co n t a c t  inf o r m a t i o n  of the  or g a n i z a t i o n .  

It’ s  wo r t h  no t i n g  th a t th e  sec t i o n  on  el d e r ab u s e , wh i l e  su c c i n c t  in te r m s  of tim e  

an d  sli d e  co u n t , wa s  in t e n t i o n a l l y  co n d e n s e d . Th i s  de c i s i o n  ste m m e d  fro m  the  fa c t th a t 

m u c h  of th e  in f o r m a t i o n  reg a r d i n g  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l  ab u s e  an d  re p o r t i n g  pro c e d u r e s  

ha d  alr e a d y  be e n  co v e r e d , an d  I ai m e d  to av o i d  re d u n d a n c y . Un f o r t u n a t e l y , du e  to tim e  

co n s t r a i n t s , I wa s  un a b l e  to pr o v i d e  th e  au d i e n c e  wi t h  a br e a k , tho u g h  it ap p e a r e d  th e y  

di d n ’ t  req u i r e  on e  at tha t  jun c t u r e . Co n s e q u e n t l y , we  pr o c e e d e d  dir e c t l y  to th e  fin a l 

tes t i n g  ph a s e . 

 
Fi n a l Te s t i n g  an d  Co n c l u s i o n s  

Th e  2n d  Su r v e y  

As  th e  cla s s  co m m e n c e d  th e  fin a l sc e n a r i o s , I fo u n d  my s e l f ru n n i n g  ne a r l y  45  

m i n u t e s  be y o n d  th e  all o t t e d  sch e d u l e . Fu r t h e r m o r e , th e  pa r t i c i p a n t s ’  co m p l e t i o n  of th e  

fin a l  tes t i n g  sc e n a r i o s  s tr e t c h e d  co n s i d e r a b l y  lon g e r  tha n  I ha d  ini t i a l l y  an t i c i p a t e d . In 
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fa c t ,  by  the  tim e  the y  we r e  fin i s h i n g  th e i r  tes t i n g , th e  co n f e r e n c e  pr e s i d e n t  ha d  al r e a d y  

tak e n  th e  flo o r  to de l i v e r  his  ad d r e s s . 

De s p i t e  th e  pr e s i d e n t ’ s  sp e e c h , the  cla s s  pe r s i s t e d  in wr i t i n g , an d  I su s p e c t  thi s  

co n t i n u o u s  ac t i v i t y  mi g h t ha v e  co n t r i b u t e d  to the  in c o m p l e t e  fil l i n g  ou t of th e  se c o n d  

su r v e y  am o n g  ma n y  pa r t i c i p a n t s . It’ s  wo r t h  no t i n g  tha t  the  se c o n d  sur v e y  re t a i n e d  th e  

sa m e  se t of sc e n a r i o s  as  th e  fir s t ,  wi t h  th e  ad d i t i o n  of an  ex t r a  sec t i o n  at the  en d , 

co m p r i s i n g  th e  fo l l o w i n g  qu e s t i o n s : 

1 .  Ha v e  yo u  ev e r  ha d  an y  ty p e  of tra i n i n g  reg a r d i n g  sim i l a r  top i c s  be f o r e ?   
 

If yo u  an s w e r e d  “y e s ”  pl e a s e  al s o  an s w e r  the  fo l l o w i n g  qu e s t i o n s  be l o w .  
A .  W h a t wa s  th e  tra i n i n g  ca l l e d ?  
B .  W h e n  an d  wh e r e  di d  yo u  rec e i v e  thi s  tra i n i n g ?  
C .  Ho w  did  yo u r  pr e v i o u s  tra i n i n g  co m p a r e  wi t h  to d a y ’ s  tra i n i n g ?  

 
2 .  Fr o m  wh a t yo u  re m e m b e r , wa s  th e  top i c  of yo u r  re s p o n s i b i l i t y  as a m a n d a t o r y  

re p o r t e r ev e r  pre s e n t e d  to yo u  in yo u r  th e o l o g i c a l  ed u c a t i o n  in un d e r g r a d  or 
gr a d u a t e  sch o o l ?  

 
If so , to wh a t de g r e e  an d  de p t h  wa s  it ad d r e s s e d ?  

 
3 .  W h a t we r e  so m e  of yo u r  big g e s t ta k e a w a y s  fro m  to d a y ’ s  tra i n i n g ?  

 
4 .  Th e  tra i n i n g  wa s  pr e s e n t e d  in a lo g i c a l  an d  ea s y  to fol l o w  fo r m a t . P l e a s e  

cir c l e  a ra t i n g  be l o w . 
 

0 = Ab s o l u t e l y  no t     10  = F la w l e s s  
 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
 

Ho w  co u l d  th i s  tra i n i n g  ha v e  be e n  be t t e r pr e s e n t e d ?  
 
5 .  Ra t e  yo u r kn o w l e d g e  lev e l  on  a 0-1 0  sc a l e  of th e  to p i c s  of ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l 

ab u s e  an d  th e  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  pro c e d u r e s  su r r o u n d i n g  ea c h  be f o r e  an d  
af t e r  the  tra i n i n g . 

B e f o r e  t h e  t r a i n i n g :  Af t e r th e  tra i n i n g : 
P h y s i c a l  A b u s e  _ _ _ _ _ _  Ph y s i c a l  Ab u s e  __ _ _ _ _  
S e x u a l  A b u s e  _ _ _ _ _ _  Se x u a l Ab u s e  __ _ _ _ _  
M a n d a t o r y  R e p o r t i n g  _ _ _ _ _ _  M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t i n g  __ _ _ _ _     
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6 .  As  a re s u l t  of th i s  tra i n i n g , ho w  pre p a r e d  do  yo u  fee l  if yo u  we r e  to en c o u n t e r  
ab u s e  am o n g  on e  of th e  me m b e r s  of yo u r co n g r e g a t i o n  as a re s u l t  of th i s  
tra i n i n g ?  P l e a s e  ci r c l e  a ra t i n g  be l o w . 
 

0 = No t at all  pre p a r e d     10  = To t a l l y  pre p a r e d  an d  co n f i d e n t  

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
 

W h y  did  yo u  an s w e r  th i s  wa y ?  P l e a s e  be  sp e c i f i c  as  po s s i b l e .  
 
 

I ex t e n d e d  my  ap o l o g i e s  to the  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r  sev e r a l tim e s  for  ex c e e d i n g  my  

all o c a t e d  tim e . Ho w e v e r , he  rea s s u r e d  m e  tha t  the  tim e  ov e r r u n  wa s n ’ t a co n c e r n , 

em p h a s i z i n g  th e  im p o r t a n c e  of th e  pr e s e n t a t i o n . Af t e r m o s t of the  s tu d e n t s  ha d  lef t ,  th e  

m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  an d  I fo u n d  an  op p o r t u n i t y  to en g a g e  in co n v e r s a t i o n  ab o u t th e  

tra i n i n g . He  ap p e a r e d  ge n u i n e l y  im p r e s s e d  wi t h  m y  pre s e n t a t i o n  an d  th e  de p t h  of my  

kn o w l e d g e  on  the  su b j e c t .  I m u s t ad m i t ,  as i d e  fro m  the  tim e  iss u e , I fe l t  th e  pr e s e n t a t i o n  

ha d  go n e  ex c e p t i o n a l l y  we l l .  M y  co n f i d e n c e  wa s  hi g h , I ha d  a fir m  gra s p  of the  m a t e r i a l ,  

ha n d l e d  al l qu e s t i o n s  pro f i c i e n t l y , in f u s e d  hu m o r  na t u r a l l y , an d  es t a b l i s h e d  a ge n u i n e  

co n n e c t i o n  wi t h  th e  au d i e n c e . 

Th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  see m e d  to sh a r e  th i s  po s i t i v e  sen t i m e n t an d  ev e n  

ex t e n d e d  an  of f e r  fo r m e  to co n s i d e r  a pa s t o r a l  po s i t i o n  if I ev e r  de s i r e d  a ch a n g e . I 

ex p r e s s e d  my  co n t e n t m e n t wi t h  my  cu r r e n t  ro l e  as  a pr i s o n  ch a p l a i n  in Pe n n s y l v a n i a  bu t  

m e n t i o n e d  th a t I wo u l d  co n s i d e r  his  of f e r  on  a pa r t - t i m e  ba s i s  if m y  wo r k  ev e r br o u g h t 

m e  to W i s c o n s i n . He  ca n d i d l y  sha r e d  his  in i t i a l  res e r v a t i o n s  ab o u t  ho s t i n g  my  

pr e s e n t a t i o n , rec o g n i z i n g  th e  po t e n t i a l ris k s  in v o l v e d  in sub j e c t i n g  his  pa s t o r s  to ho u r s  of 

co n t e n t  fro m  an  un k n o w n  pr e s e n t e r , wh i c h  co u l d  ha v e  go n e  aw r y . He  ac k n o w l e d g e d  tha t  

th i s  he s i t a n c y  m i g h t  ha v e  co n t r i b u t e d  to m y  pr e v i o u s  ch a l l e n g e s  in sec u r i n g  pr e s e n t a t i o n  

op p o r t u n i t i e s . It wa s  a str a i g h t f o r w a r d  ye t ey e - o p e n i n g  ex p l a n a t i o n  th a t ha d  no t  oc c u r r e d  



 

13 0  

to me  be f o r e . I ha d  pre v i o u s l y  as s u m e d  tha t  the  di f f i c u l t y  in se c u r i n g  co n f e r e n c e  

co m m i t m e n t s  wa s  du e  to ne g l i g e n c e  in pa s t o r a l  tra i n i n g . Ho w e v e r , I no w  un d e r s t o o d  th a t 

ho s t i n g  me  pr e s e n t e d  a sig n i f i c a n t ga m b l e  fo r ea c h  co n f e r e n c e . 

 
A Ve r y  Un f o r e s e e n  Ev e n t 

M y  vis i t to the  W i s c o n s i n  co n f e r e n c e  co n c l u d e d  on  Th u r s d a y , M a y  11 t h , at 

ar o u n d  5:3 0  pm , an d  I em b a r k e d  on  the  se v e n - h o u r dr i v e  ba c k  to Mi c h i g a n  to vis i t fa m i l y  

be f o r e  re t u r n i n g  to Pe n n s y l v a n i a . At ap p r o x i m a t e l y  9 pm , wh i l e  dr i v i n g  on  the  

ex p r e s s w a y  in Ch i c a g o , I re c e i v e d  a ca l l  fro m  th e  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r . Gi v e n  th e  fat i g u e  

fro m  a ful l da y  of sp e a k i n g  en g a g e m e n t s  an d  ho u r s  on  the  ro a d , I op t e d  no t to an s w e r at 

th a t  m o m e n t . Up o n  arr i v i n g  at my  m o t h e r ’ s  ho u s e  in M i c h i g a n , I pro m p t l y  we n t  to be d . 

Th e  ne x t m o r n i n g , ar o u n d  9 am , I no t i c e d  tha t  the  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  ha d  ca l l e d  ag a i n  

ab o u t tw e n t y  mi n u t e s  ea r l i e r an d  lef t  a vo i c e m a i l .  In ad d i t i o n , the r e  wa s  a te x t m e s s a g e  

fro m  him  th a t  rea d :   

“H e y , if yo u  ha v e  a mo m e n t , I co u l d  us e  yo u r  ad v i c e . It lo o k s  lik e  we  ma y  ha v e  to fir e  
so m e o n e  to d a y  re l a t e d  to the  to p i c s  of yo u r  pr e s e n t a t i o n . Ca l l if yo u  ca n . ”   
 

I off e r e d  a br i e f  pr a y e r , se e k i n g  wi s d o m , an d  im m e d i a t e l y  re t u r n e d  his  ca l l .  Th e  

fo l l o w i n g  is a pa r a p h r a s e d  sum m a r y  of ou r co n v e r s a t i o n .  

M i n i s t e r i a l Di r e c t o r :  I am  so gl a d  yo u  ca l l e d . I re c e i v e d  som e  co n c e r n i n g  
in f o r m a t i o n  la s t ni g h t fro m  a co n f i d e n t i a l  sou r c e . It ap p e a r s  tha t  on e  of ou r  pa s t o r s  
ha s  be e n  sen d i n g  an d  rec e i v i n g  ch i l d  po r n o g r a p h y  fro m  a yo u n g  bo y  he  me t  on  a 
mi s s i o n  tr i p .   
 
M e :  Wh o a , th a t ’ s  qu i t e  a ser i o u s  s it u a t i o n .   
 
M i n i s t e r i a l Di r e c t o r :  It fe e l s  al m o s t lik e  di v i n e  tim i n g  th a t yo u  we r e  he r e  di s c u s s i n g  
th i s  top i c  ye s t e r d a y , an d  th e n  I ge t  thi s  ne w s  rig h t  aft e r  yo u r  pr e s e n t a t i o n . L i s t e n , I 
ne e d  yo u r  gu i d a n c e  sin c e  yo u ’ r e  the  ex p e r t in thi s  are a . I ha v e  a Zo o m  me e t i n g  wi t h  
co n f e r e n c e  off i c i a l s  in ab o u t 10  mi n u t e s  to dis c u s s  thi s . Wh a t  do  yo u  sug g e s t  we  do ?  
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M e :  W e l l , by  po l i c y , yo u  ha v e  to pu t hi m  on  ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  lea v e . Bu t  I wo u l d n ’ t  
re c o m m e n d  th a t .  
 
M i n i s t e r i a l Di r e c t o r :  W h y  no t ?  
 
M e :  If the  bo y  is in a dif f e r e n t  co u n t r y , he is pr o b a b l y  no t  in im m e d i a t e  ph y s i c a l  
da n g e r . If yo u  inf o r m  hi m  th a t he ’ s  on  ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  lea v e  du e  to ch i l d  po r n  
ac c u s a t i o n s , he ’ l l  lik e l y  er a s e  an y  ev i d e n c e  fro m  hi s  ph o n e  an d  se r v e r s . It’ s  po s s i b l e  
th i s  isn ’ t hi s  fir s t  tim e  en g a g i n g  in su c h  ac t i v i t i e s , an d  he  mi g h t  ha v e  lo t s  of oth e r  
in c r i m i n a t i n g  ev i d e n c e  on  his  la p t o p  an d  ph o n e . Th e n , yo u ’ l l  ha v e  to ke e p  him  on 
pa i d  ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  lea v e  fo r  the  ne x t s ix  mo n t h s  to a ye a r  wh i l e  he er a s e s  all  tra c e s  
be f o r e  an y  po l i c e  inv e s t i g a t i o n  ca n  oc c u r .   
 
M i n i s t e r i a l Di r e c t o r :  So , sh o u l d  we  co n t a c t  the  po l i c e  fir s t  th e n ?   
 
M e :  It mi g h t be  wi s e  to re a c h  ou t to Ad v e n t i s t Ri s k  Ma n a g e m e n t  fir s t to en s u r e  
yo u ’ r e  fo l l o w i n g  all  the  co r r e c t  pr o t o c o l s , es p e c i a l l y  s in c e  th e y  ar e  yo u r  in s u r a n c e  
ag e n c y  as we l l .   
 

Th e  di r e c t o r an d  I the n  sa i d  ou r  go o d b y e s . Af t e r  a bri e f m o m e n t , I rea l i z e d  I ha d  

an o t h e r  su g g e s t i o n  to m a k e . Ho w e v e r , sin c e  he  wa s  in a m e e t i n g , I de c i d e d  to sen d  hi m  

th e  in f o r m a t i o n  via  te x t in s t e a d . Dr a w i n g  fro m  my  ba c k g r o u n d  in Cr i m i n a l Ju s t i c e  an d  

m y  ex p e r i e n c e  wo r k i n g  for  th e  De p a r t m e n t  of Ju s t i c e , I wa s  aw a r e  th a t in t e r n a t i o n a l 

cr i m e s  an d  cy b e r c r i m e s  fal l un d e r  fe d e r a l ju r i s d i c t i o n . Inv o l v i n g  lo c a l la w  en f o r c e m e n t  

ag e n c i e s  wo u l d  on l y  le a d  to de l a y s . Sw i f t l y , I sea r c h e d  for  th e  co n t a c t in f o r m a t i o n  of th e  

lo c a l  Fe d e r a l  Bu r e a u  of In v e s t i g a t i o n  (FB I )  fie l d  off i c e  in M a d i s o n , W i s c o n s i n , an d  

fo r w a r d e d  hi m  th e i r  co n t a c t  nu m b e r  via  te x t m e s s a g e . I ad v i s e d  him  tha t  inf o r m i n g  the  

FB I  wo u l d  gr a n t th e m  pr o b a b l e  ca u s e  to se a r c h  hi s  ph o n e  an d  an y  ot h e r  ele c t r o n i c  

de v i c e s  he  ma y  po s s e s s . Ba s e d  on  m y  res e a r c h , th i s  se e m e d  lik e  th e  m o s t pr a c t i c a l ste p  to 

tak e  in s t e a d  of im m e d i a t e l y  pla c i n g  th e  pa s t o r  on  ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  lea v e . Do i n g  so mi g h t  

gi v e  hi m  the  op p o r t u n i t y  to de l e t e  cru c i a l  inf o r m a t i o n  fro m  hi s  el e c t r o n i c  de v i c e s . 
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I ha d  de c i d e d  no t to inq u i r e  ab o u t  the  pr o c e e d i n g s  un t i l I se n t ou t  the  se c o n d  

su r v e y  in Au g u s t . Ho w e v e r , I did n ’ t ha v e  to wa i t  th a t  lo n g . On  Su n d a y , Ju n e  4th , 20 2 3 , I 

re c e i v e d  a tex t  fro m  th e  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r wi t h  a lin k  to a ne w s  art i c l e  (se e  F ig u r e  2).   

 
 
Fi g u r e  2 
 
Fo x  11  On l i n e  Ar t i c l e  
 
G r e e n  B a y  pa s t o r  ac c u s e d  of  se x  cr i m e s  ag a i n s t  ch i l d  
h e  m e t  on  m i s s i o n  tr i p .  

 
b y Mo l ly  R u f f in g , FO X  11 Ne w s  
Fri , Ju n e  2 n d ,  20 2 3 ,  9:2 5  P M  U T C  
 

 
C or y  He r t h e l h a s be e n  ch a r g e d  in fe d e r a l  cou r t  wi t h  att e m p t e d  pro d u c t io n  of ch i ld  p or n o g r a p h y  an d  th e  tra n s f e r  of 
ob s c e n e  ma t e r ia l  to a Ve n e z u e la n  ch i ld . (P h o t o  sou r c e :  Bro w n  C ou n t y  Ja i l )  
 
GR E E N  B A Y  (W L U K ) -- A Gr e e n  B a y  pas to r is fac i n g  cha r g e s  for  al l e g e d  sex  crim e s  ag a i n s t  a 
Ve n e z u e l a n  ch i l d  he me t wh i l e  pe r f o r m i n g  mis s i o n a r y  wo r k . C o r y  He r t h e l , 40 , al l e g e d l y  ma in t a in e d  
co n t a c t  on l in e  wi th  the  ch i ld  aft e r hi s  mi s s io n a r y  wo r k . He r t h e l  is ac c u s e d  of en c o u r a g i n g  the  bo y  to sen d  
him  vid e o s  of hi s  ge n i t a l i a  in ex c h a n g e  for  mo n e y . He  is al s o  ac c u s e d  of sen d in g  pi c tu r e s  of hi s  ow n  
ge n i t a l s  to the  chi l d . 
 
He r t h e l  is be i n g  cha r g e d  wi t h  at t e m p te d  pro d u c t i o n  of ch i ld  po r n o g r a p h y  an d  the  tra n s f e r  of ob s c e n e  
ma t e r i a l  to a ch i ld . If c o n v i c t e d  of bo th  cha r g e s , He r t h e l  co u l d  fac e  up to 40 ye a r s  in fed e r a l  pri s o n .  A 
co n v i c t i o n  on ei t h e r ch a r g e  wo u ld  req u i r e  him  to reg i s t e r as a sex u a l  off e n d e r . 

No t e : (2 0 2 3 ) . 
 
 
 
  



 

13 3  

To  sa y  the  le a s t ,  I wa s  as t o u n d e d  by  the  sw i f t n e s s  of th e  FB I ’ s  re s p o n s e . Be t w e e n  

M a y  12 t h  an d  Ju n e  2n d , the  ca s e  ha d  al r e a d y  m a d e  he a d l i n e s . W h a t I wa s n ’ t aw a r e  of 

wa s  th e  FB I ’ s  re c e n t  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  of th e  Vi o l e n t Cr i m e s  Ag a i n s t Ch i l d r e n  (V C A C ) 

pr o g r a m .  

Th e  m i s s i o n  is to lo w e r  the  vu l n e r a b i l i t y  of ch i l d r e n  to se x u a l  ex p l o i t a t i o n , to pr o v i d e  

a rap i d  an d  eff e c t i v e  inv e s t i g a t i v e  res p o n s e  to su c h  cr i m e s , an d  to pro v i d e  ap p r o p r i a t e  

tra i n i n g  an d  ot h e r  re s o u r c e s  to sta t e  an d  loc a l  law  en f o r c e m e n t pa r t n e r s . 

In v e s t i g a t i o n s  ar e  co n d u c t e d  in ea c h  of the  FB I ’ s  56 fie l d  of f i c e s  by  Ch i l d  

Ex p l o i t a t i o n  Ta s k  Fo r c e s , wh i c h  co m b i n e  Bu r e a u  re s o u r c e s  wi t h  th o s e  of ot h e r 

fe d e r a l ,  s ta t e , an d  lo c a l  law  en f o r c e m e n t  ag e n c i e s . Ne a r l y  40 0  law  en f o r c e m e n t  

pa r t n e r  org a n i z a t i o n s  pa r t i c i p a t e  in th e s e  ta s k  fo r c e s  an d  ar e  ass i s t e d  by  FB I  

in t e l l i g e n c e  an a l y s t s , vic t i m  sp e c i a l i s t s ,  an d  su b j e c t m a t t e r ex p e r t s . Th e  ta s k  fo r c e s  

als o  wo r k  cl o s e l y  wi t h  th e  Na t i o n a l  Ce n t e r  fo r M i s s i n g  & Ex p l o i t e d  Ch i l d r e n  

(N C M E C ) . (C a m p b e l l ,  20 1 7 , p. 1) 

In Jul y  20 2 3 , a few  we e k s  lat e r ,  I on c e  mo r e  co n t a c t e d  th e  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r to 

ch e c k  on  the  sit u a t i o n ’ s  pr o g r e s s . Ou r  di s c u s s i o n s  re v o l v e d  ar o u n d  va r i o u s  asp e c t s  an d  

de t a i l s  of the  in v e s t i g a t i o n . I le a r n e d  th a t  th e  fo r m e r  pa s t o r  ha d  co o p e r a t e d  wi t h  the  FB I 

an d  pr o m p t l y  co n f e s s e d  hi s  gu i l t .  In ad d i t i o n , he  ex p r e s s e d  rem o r s e  ov e r  the  sit u a t i o n . 

Su b s e q u e n t co n v e r s a t i o n s  wi t h  the  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  pri m a r i l y  re v o l v e d  ar o u n d  ho w  th e  

ch u r c h  an d  th e  co n f e r e n c e  we r e  ad d r e s s i n g  thi s  ma t t e r .  
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Se c o n d a r y  Fo l l o w  Up  Su r v e y  

In ea r l y  Au g u s t of 20 2 3 , I dis t r i b u t e d  a fo l l o w - u p  su r v e y  to 21  of th e  tra i n i n g  

se m i n a r pa r t i c i p a n t s  wh o  pr o v i d e d  m e  wi t h  th e i r  em a i l  ad d r e s s . Th e  qu e s t i o n s  on  the  

fo l l o w  up  em a i l  sur v e y  inc l u d e d  the  fo l l o w i n g : 

De a r  Co l l e a g u e ,  
 
In Ma y  of 20 2 3  yo u  pa r t i c i p a t e d  in a tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  pre s e n t e d  by  Ni c h o l a s  M o o r e  of 
An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y  tha t  wa s  tit l e d  “A p p r o p r i a t e  Re s p o n s e s  to Ab u s e . ”  Th e  tra i n i n g  
wa s  re g a r d i n g  ide n t i f i c a t i o n  m e t h o d s  of rec o g n i z i n g  ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e  am o n g  
m e m b e r s  of yo u r  co n g r e g a t i o n  an d  the  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law s  an d  pro c e d u r e s  
su r r o u n d i n g  ea c h  fo r m  of ab u s e . If yo u  wo u l d  be wi l l i n g , pl e a s e  tak e  a fe w  m o m e n t s  
to an s w e r th e  fol l o w i n g  qu e s t i o n s  as  it wi l l  gre a t l y  ad d  to the  re s e a r c h  eff o r t s  of 
An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y ’ s  Do c t o r  of M i n i s t r y  pr o g r a m . If th e  an s w e r  is “Y e s ”  to an y  of 
th e  se c t i o n s , ple a s e  be  as  de t a i l e d  as po s s i b l e .  If th e  an s w e r is “N o ”  or “N o t 
Ap p l i c a b l e ”  a s im p l e  “N o ”  or “N / A ”  is ac c e p t a b l e . 
 

1.  S i n c e  yo u r  att e n d a n c e  at the  tra i n i n g , ha v e  yo u  ex p e r i e n c e d  the  fo l l o w i n g :  
  

In s t a n c e s  or sit u a t i o n s  wh e r e  ph y s i c a l or sex u a l  ab u s e  wa s  br o u g h t  to yo u r  
att e n t i o n  as  a pa s t o r ?  If so, wh a t we r e  th e y  an d  ho w  did  yo u  ad d r e s s  th e m ?  
W a s  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  ne c e s s a r y  on  yo u r  pa r t ?   
  

2.  S i n c e  yo u r  att e n d a n c e  at the  tra i n i n g , ha v e  yo u  us e d  or im p l e m e n t e d  an y  of th e  
m a t e r i a l th a t wa s  co v e r e d  in th e  tra i n i n g  se m i n a r re g a r d i n g  the :  
  

a.  Co u n s e l i n g  of me m b e r s  
b.  Ad v i s i n g  ot h e r em p l o y e e s  or bo a r d s  
c.  Co n t e n t of yo u r se r m o n s  
d.  Sa f e t y  co n s i d e r a t i o n s  at wo r k  or wi t h  yo u r  ow n  fa m i l y  
  

3.  Is th e r e  an y t h i n g  el s e  th a t yo u  fe e l wa s  a ke y  ta k e a w a y  fro m  the  tra i n i n g  th a t 
yo u  wi s h  to sh a r e  wi t h  th e  re s e a r c h e r  an d  or An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y  reg a r d i n g  fu t u r e  
im p l e m e n t a t i o n  of su c h  tra i n i n g ?  
 
Af t e r se n d i n g  ou t  the  su r v e y  to th e  21  pa r t i c i p a n t s , I als o  for w a r d e d  the  sa m e  

su r v e y  to the  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r , alo n g  wi t h  a tex t  me s s a g e  no t i f y i n g  him  of its  

di s t r i b u t i o n . Th e  di r e c t o r sw i f t l y  rep l i e d , ex p r e s s i n g  hi s  in t e n t  to di s p a t c h  a fo l l o w - u p  

em a i l to rem i n d  the  pa s t o r s  to pa r t i c i p a t e . A we e k  la t e r ,  I ha d  on l y  rec e i v e d  tw o  
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re s p o n s e s . I re a c h e d  ou t to the  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  via  te x t ,  re q u e s t i n g  th e  mo t i v a t i o n a l  

em a i l he  ha d  m e n t i o n e d  ea r l i e r .  He  pr o m p t l y  re s p o n d e d  wi t h  the  fo l l o w i n g  em a i l :  

He l l o  Pa s t o r s , 
 
As  a fo l l o w - u p  to ou r  la s t  pa s t o r s  me e t i n g , Ch a p l a i n  Ni c k  M o o r e  wo u l d  lik e  yo u r  
as s i s t a n c e  in he l p i n g  hi m  co m p l e t e  his  D. Mi n  res e a r c h . 
 
He  su r v e y e d  us  at the  be g i n n i n g  of the  m e e t i n g . Th e n  ma d e  his  pr e s e n t a t i o n  on  ab u s e . 
To  co m p l e t e  hi s  res e a r c h , he  ne e d s  us  to fil l ou t  on e  mo r e  se t of su r v e y s . 
 
It wo u l d  be  a ble s s i n g  to hi m  if yo u  co u l d  tak e  a mo m e n t an d  fil l  ou t th e  att a c h e d  
su r v e y  an d  se n d  it to hi m . 
 
Th a n k s !  
 

In the  su b s e q u e n t  we e k  af t e r  sen d i n g  ou t th a t em a i l ,  I m a n a g e d  to co l l e c t on l y  on e  

m o r e  re s p o n s e , br i n g i n g  my  to t a l  to a m e r e  th r e e . Th e  se c o n d  res p o n d e n t pr o v i d e d  a 

va l u a b l e  sug g e s t i o n  I ha d n ’ t  pr e v i o u s l y  co n s i d e r e d :  “T h i s  wo u l d  be  ea s i e r  if it wa s  an  

on l i n e  su r v e y . ”   W i t h  ju s t th r e e  re s p o n s e s  in ha n d , I de c i d e d  to he e d  th e i r  ad v i c e . Du r i n g  

th e  fo l l o w i n g  we e k , I cr a f t e d  an  on l i n e  su r v e y  on  the  pl a t f o r m  Al l c o u n t e d . c o m , us i n g  th e  

sa m e  th r e e  qu e s t i o n s . W i t h i n  12  ho u r s , fo u r  mo r e  res p o n s e s  rol l e d  in , bri n g i n g  my  tal l y  

to sev e n . Al t h o u g h  I ha d  ho p e d  fo r a hi g h e r re s p o n s e  ra t e  th a n  33 % , th i s  ex p e r i e n c e  

tau g h t  m e  th a t m o s t in d i v i d u a l s  ar e  re l u c t a n t to pa r t i c i p a t e  in a su r v e y  th e y  di d n ’ t 

en c o u n t e r  in pe r s o n . Mo r e o v e r , it hig h l i g h t e d  the  gr e a t e r  lik e l i h o o d  of re c e i v i n g  

re s p o n s e s  thr o u g h  on l i n e  su r v e y s  co m p a r e d  to em a i l  qu e s t i o n n a i r e s  th a t re q u i r e  

ad d i t i o n a l  eff o r t to co m p l e t e . 

 
Su r v e y  Re s u l t s  

He r e  are  th e  res p o n s e s  fro m  th e  sev e n  in d i v i d u a l s  wh o  pa r t i c i p a t e d  in th e  fol l o w -

up  su r v e y :  
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1.  S i n c e  yo u r  att e n d a n c e  at the  tra i n i n g , ha v e  yo u  ex p e r i e n c e d  the  fo l l o w i n g :  
  

In s t a n c e s  or sit u a t i o n s  wh e r e  ph y s i c a l or sex u a l  ab u s e  wa s  br o u g h t  to yo u r  
att e n t i o n  as  a pa s t o r ?  If so, wh a t we r e  th e y  an d  ho w  did  yo u  ad d r e s s  th e m ?  
W a s  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  ne c e s s a r y  on  yo u r  pa r t ?   
 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  1: Ye s , at ca m p  m e e t i n g , on e  of the  yo u n g  la d i e s  in th e  tee n  di v i s i o n  

to l d  m e  an d  an o t h e r pa s t o r ho w  he r  sib l i n g s  we r e  bu l l y i n g  he r / t e l l i n g  he r  to di e / t e l l i n g  

he r  to cu t he r s e l f ,  etc . I did  re p o r t it to CP S . Un f o r t u n a t e l y , th i s  fa m i l y  ha s  a lo n g  his t o r y  

of ab u s e , an d  I rec e i v e d  a m e s s a g e  ba c k  fro m  the i r co u n t y ’ s  cp s  tha t  the r e  wo u l d  be no  

fo l l o w  up . I thi n k  the y ’ r e  tir e d  of de a l i n g  wi t h  th i s  fa m i l y  wh e r e  th e  wh o l e  fa m i l y  is 

m e s s e d  up . It’ s  ve r y  sa d ; pr a y e r s  ap p r e c i a t e d  fo r th e  fam i l y , an d  fo r th e  SD A  pa s t o r  in 

th e i r  are a  de a l i n g  wi t h  th i s .  

Pa r t i c i p a n t  2: Hi Ni c k , th i s  is in res p o n s e  to yo u r  qu e s t i o n s  as  fo l l o w - u p  fro m  

yo u r  tra i n i n g  wi t h  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  Pa s t o r s .  I am  a spo u s e  an d  no t a Pa s t o r , so m y  

an s w e r s  do n ’ t  fit yo u r  qu e s t i o n s , bu t th e  Co n f e r e n c e  ha s  ha d  de v e l o p m e n t s  in thi s  are a . 

He r e  are  lin k s  to ne w s : ht t p s : / / n e w s . s n b c 1 3 . c o m / c o r y - j - h e r t h e l - g r e e n - b a y - p a s t o r -

ar r e s t e d - f o r - c h i l d - p o r n o g r a p h y / h t t p s : / / t w i t t e r . c o m / F i r s t T h e m N E W S / s t a t u s /  

16 6 5 1 0 0 3 1 9 2 2 1 7 6 0 0 0 0  (h a s  ph o t o s ) 

Th e  ac c u s e d  Pa s t o r m e n t i o n e d  wa s  pre s e n t  at yo u r  tra i n i n g  tha t  da y  (2n d  ro w , 

ce n t e r ) an d  sp o k e  up  as  be i n g  kn o w l e d g e a b l e  at de t e c t i o n  of of f e n d e r s  in hi s  

co n g r e g a t i o n  an d  de a l i n g  wi t h  the m  (ir o n i c ) . Bl e s s i n g s  in yo u r co n t i n u e d  wo r k , 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  3: N/ A   

Pa r t i c i p a n t  4: No  
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Pa r t i c i p a n t  5: Ju s t m e n t i o n e d  tha t  an in d i v i d u a l  wa s  no m i n a t e d  to a po s i t i o n  an d  

ha d  to se e k  co u n s e l  of the  of f i c e  if the y  co u l d  ho l d  an  of f i c e . Th e  off e n s e  wa s  in th e  pa s t  

bu t  du e  to th e  se v e r i t y  an d  na t u r e  ha d  to ad v i s e  ag a i n s t  it.  

Pa r t i c i p a n t  6: Du r i n g  ca m p  m e e t i n g  we  we r e  inf o r m e d  by  a sta f f th a t wa s  he l p i n g  

in ou r ki d s ’ de p a r t m e n t th a t te e n s  ha d  ex p e r i e n c e  som e  so r t  of ab u s e  du r i n g  a gr o u p  

di s c u s s i o n . W e  in f o r m e d  ou r  M i n i s t e r i a l  Di r e c t o r of th e  s it u a t i o n , an d  it wa s  ad v i s e d  to 

sp e a k  wi t h  th e  te e n s  ab o u t  th e  s it u a t i o n  an d  wo r k  wi t h  the m  as m u c h  as po s s i b l e . Ou r  

de p a r t m e n t  pa s t o r  too k  th e  tim e  to fol l o w  up  wi t h  the  tee n s . 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  7: A yo u n g  ma n  (a g e  32 )  in my  ch u r c h  (a m e m b e r  of th e  ch u r c h  fo r 

se v e r a l  ye a r s ) ha s  be e n  un d e r hi s  mo t h e r ’ s  su p e r v i s i o n  an d  ca r e . He  ga v e  a tab l e t to 

yo u n g  pr e - t e e n s  to pla y  ga m e s  du r i n g  ch u r c h . Du r i n g  po t l u c k  th e  pa r e n t s  no t i c e d  th a t 

th e i r  da u g h t e r s  we r e  pl a y i n g  wi t h  it.  So , the y  as k e d  the  gi r l s  to gi v e  it to th e m  so th e y  

co u l d  ch e c k  it ou t .  W h e n  th e y  ch e c k e d  th e  sea r c h  ba r an d  ch e c k e d  pre v i o u s  se a r c h e s , 

th e y  we r e  lo a d e d  wi t h  po r n  we b s i t e s . Th a n k f u l l y , th e i r  da u g h t e r s  ev i d e n t l y  di d n ’ t  log i n  to 

an y  of tho s e  we b s i t e s . Th e  pa r e n t s  we r e  di s t r a u g h t wh e n  th e y  ap p r o a c h e d  m e . Th e  yo u n g  

m a n , hi s  mo t h e r , an d  th e  pa r e n t s  m e t du r i n g  the  we e k  an d  ha d  a ser i o u s  ta l k  wi t h  the  

yo u n g  m a n  an d  th e  ram i f i c a t i o n s  of his  ac t i o n s . I to o k  ac t i o n  an d  req u i r e d  th e  fol l o w i n g :  

(a ) he  sh o u l d n ’ t  sho w  up  for  ch u r c h  fo r  12 - 1 5  we e k s . (b )  Co u n s e l i n g  (in t e r v e n t i o n )  for  

ge t t i n g  rid  of po r n  ad d i c t i o n  (c )  Ins t a l l i n g  co v e n a n t - e y e  sof t w a r e  in hi s  la p t o p , ta b l e t  to 

bl o c k  an y  or all  se x u a l  im a g e s  (d)  he ’ l l  be ac c o u n t a b l e  to th e  pa s t o r  to re p o r t  hi s  we e k l y  

co u n s e l i n g  ses s i o n  an d  he ’ s  fol l o w i n g  th r o u g h  wi t h  all  th e  re q u i r e m e n t s . (e)  W e ’ l l 

re e v a l u a t e  at the  en d  of 15  we e k s  to se e  if it’ s  sa f e  fo r  him  to re t u r n  to ch u r c h . Th i s  wi l l  
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be  co n t i n g e n t on  ho w  the  pr e - t e e n s  an d  th e  pa r e n t s  fe e l ab o u t  his  re t u r n i n g . I wa n t  to 

m a k e  su r e  ou r ch i l d r e n  are  sa f e !  I do n ’ t  kn o w  if th i s  ca l l e d  fo r a m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g ?  

 
2.  S i n c e  yo u r  att e n d a n c e  at the  tra i n i n g , ha v e  yo u  us e d  or im p l e m e n t e d  an y  of th e  

m a t e r i a l th a t wa s  co v e r e d  in th e  tra i n i n g  se m i n a r re g a r d i n g  the :  
a.  Co u n s e l i n g  of me m b e r s  
b.  Ad v i s i n g  ot h e r em p l o y e e s  or bo a r d s  
c.  Co n t e n t of yo u r se r m o n s  
d.  Sa f e t y  co n s i d e r a t i o n s  at wo r k  or wi t h  yo u r  ow n  fa m i l y  
 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  1: A. Ye s . An  RS O  ha s  sta r t e d  att e n d i n g  on e  of ou r ch u r c h e s ; I ha d  to 

ad v i s e  th e  ch u r c h  bo a r d  on  ho w  to de a l  wi t h  th e  sit u a t i o n . Th e  ch u r c h  ul t i m a t e l y  vo t e d  to 

no t  all o w  an y  RS O ’ s  to att e n d , be c a u s e  the  ch u r c h  is ve r y  sm a l l  an d  do e s  no t  ha v e  the  

m a n p o w e r to pr o p e r l y  ch a p e r o n e  on e . W e ’ l l no w  see  if he  wi l l at t e n d  on e  of the  ot h e r  

ch u r c h e s  in the  ar e a . 

B. Ye s . In re g a r d s  bo t h  to th e  pa s t o r of the  fa m i l y  in th e  ab o v e  s to r y , an d  in 

re g a r d  to the  all e g a t i o n s  ag a i n s t ou r  pa s t o r  in Gr e e n  Ba y . C. No . D. N/ A  on l y  be c a u s e  

wa s  al r e a d y  im p l e m e n t i n g  th e m ; wa s  sti l l  ex c e l l e n t  stu f f th a t wa s  sh a r e d . 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  2: N/ A  

Pa r t i c i p a n t  3: A. Ye s , I ha v e  sh a r e d  wi t h  sev e r a l el d e r s  so m e  in f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t 

ho w  to tak e  m o r e  se r i o u s  co n s i d e r a t i o n  in pr e v e n t i n g  the  ab u s e  in ou r  ch u r c h !  B. N/ A  C. 

Ye s , I ha v e  in t e n t i o n a l l y  ad d e d  so m e  po i n t s  of ho w  to tak e  ca r e  of ou r  ch i l d r e n  an d  

pr e v e n t  a po s s i b l e  ab u s e !  

D. Ye s , I sh a r e  wi t h  my  wi f e  so m e  id e a s  th a t I lea r n e d  du r i n g  the  se m i n a r  in or d e r 

to pro t e c t  ou r  ba b y  da u g h t e r ! 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  4: Bo t h  B an d  D. W e  ha v e  a re g i s t e r e d  sex  of f e n d e r wh o  wo u l d  lik e  to 

att e n d  ou r ch u r c h  an d  as a ch u r c h  bo a r d  we  vo t e d  to us e  th e  for m  fro m  Ad v e n t i s t  Ri s k  
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M a n a g e m e n t as  ou r  pro t o c o l fo r  all  reg i s t e r e d  se x  of f e n d e r s . Th i s  is a ve r y  tho r o u g h  fo r m  

th a t  ou t l i n e s  sp e c i f i c  be h a v i o r fo r  the m  an d  ser v e s  as  pr o t e c t i o n  fo r  th e m  an d  us .  

Pa r t i c i p a n t  5: Ge t t i n g  a wi n d o w  in s t a l l e d  in all  of th e  ch i l d r e n ’ s  de p a r t m e n t s  an d  

pa s t o r ’ s  s tu d y . Al s o  m a k i n g  su r e  all  lea d e r s h i p  po s i t i o n s  an d  ch i l d r e n ’ s  po s i t i o n s  ha v e  to 

go  th r o u g h  th e  tra i n i n g  an d  ba c k g r o u n d  ch e c k . 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  6: Ye s , I sp o k e  to m y  ch u r c h  eld e r s  ab o u t th e  tra i n i n g  an d  inf o r m e d  

th e m  to alw a y s  be  vig i l a n t  wh e n  it co m e s  to ki d s  in ou r  ch u r c h  en v i r o n m e n t . 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  7: Ye s !  I wa r n e d  th e  yo u n g  ma n  ab o u t  the  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  an d  

co u n s e l e d  pa r e n t s  on  thi s .  

 
3.  Is th e r e  an y t h i n g  el s e  th a t yo u  fe e l wa s  a ke y  ta k e a w a y  fro m  the  tra i n i n g  th a t 
yo u  wi s h  to sh a r e  wi t h  th e  re s e a r c h e r  an d  or An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y  reg a r d i n g  fu t u r e  
im p l e m e n t a t i o n  of su c h  tra i n i n g ?  

 
Pa r t i c i p a n t  1: It wa s  al l gr e a t .  Th e  pr a c t i c a l im p l e m e n t a t i o n , lik e  the  RS O  

Pa r t i c i p a t i o n  Ag r e e m e n t , is ke y . Ha d  to re m i n d  an o t h e r  pa s t o r ab o u t  tha t  do c u m e n t  wh i l e  

he  is de a l i n g  wi t h  an RS O . 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  2: N/ A  

Pa r t i c i p a n t  3: M a y b e  it wi l l  be  go o d  to ha v e  a lin k  wi t h  an on l i n e  su r v e y , tha t  wi l l  

be  ea s i e r to co m p l e t e !  Bl e s s i n g s , 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  4: I fel t as  th o u g h  it wa s  ve r y  in f o r m a t i v e . As  a ne w  pa s t o r , I did n ’ t 

re c o g n i z e  the  re s p o n s i b i l i t y  in v o l v e d  in th i s  as p e c t of ou r  mi n i s t r y . It br o u g h t  som e  

cla r i t y  an d  aw a r e n e s s  fo r m e  as to wh a t  we  ar e  req u i r e d  to rep o r t an d  ho w  to go  ab o u t  

re p o r t i n g . It pr o m p t e d  m e  to im p l e m e n t  us i n g  the  fo r m  fro m  Ad v e n t i s t  Ri s k  M a n a g e m e n t  

as  ou r pr o t o c o l  fo r re g i s t e r e d  se x  off e n d e r s  in ou r ch u r c h . 
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Pa r t i c i p a n t  5: I thi n k  a co n t i n u e d  dis c u s s i o n  an d  als o  sig n s  of ab u s e  wo u l d  be  

he l p f u l .  

M a y b e  tra i t s  an d  un d e r s t a n d i n g  wh a t ki n d  of pe r s o n  be c o m e s  an  ab u s e r  wo u l d  be  

he l p f u l .  

Pa r t i c i p a n t  6: Tr a i n i n g  wa s  ve r y  we l l  pr e s e n t e d , wi s h e d  we  ha d  m o r e  tim e  to 

di s c u s s  thi s  mo r e  de e p l y . 

Pa r t i c i p a n t  7: W i l l  be  in to u c h ! 

Th e  re s u l t s  fro m  th e  thi r d  su r v e y  we r e  cr u c i a l  in re i n f o r c i n g  th e  co n c l u s i o n s  I ha d  

dr a w n  fro m  the  ex t e n s i v e  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  an d  the  in i t i a l  tw o  sur v e y s . Ad m i n i s t e r i n g  th e  

th i r d  su r v e y  se v e r a l  mo n t h s  aft e r  th e  tra i n i n g  all o w e d  pa r t i c i p a n t s  th e  tim e  to ref l e c t  mo r e  

de e p l y  an d  pr o v i d e  m o r e  de t a i l e d  res p o n s e s . Th i s  co n t r a s t s  wi t h  th e  co n d i t i o n s  of the  fir s t 

tw o  su r v e y s . In the  fir s t su r v e y , pa r t i c i p a n t s  mi g h t  ha v e  fe l t  co n s t r a i n e d  by  m y  tig h t 

sc h e d u l e , wh i c h  lik e l y  im p a c t e d  the  de p t h  of th e i r  res p o n s e s . In ad d i t i o n , the  se c o n d  

su r v e y  wa s  lik e l y  aff e c t e d  by  th e  co n f e r e n c e  pr e s i d e n t ’ s  un r e l a t e d  pr e s e n t a t i o n , wh i c h  

be g a n  wh i l e  I wa s  sti l l  dis t r i b u t i n g  th e  su r v e y s . Th i s  tim i n g  iss u e  lik e l y  ca u s e d  fu r t h e r  

di s t r a c t i o n s , as  ma n y  of the  se c o n d  su r v e y  re s p o n s e s  ap p e a r e d  ru s h e d  or inc o m p l e t e . 

An o t h e r  fac t o r  po t e n t i a l l y  co n t r i b u t i n g  to the  la c k  of de t a i l e d  res p o n s e s  in the  se c o n d  

su r v e y  wa s  pa r t i c i p a n t  fat i g u e  af t e r  a fu l l  da y  of tra i n i n g . 

By  ex t e n d i n g  th e  pe r i o d  be f o r e  co n d u c t i n g  the  th i r d  sur v e y , I wa s  ab l e  to cre a t e  

an  en v i r o n m e n t  tha t  en c o u r a g e d  m o r e  th o u g h t f u l an d  de t a i l e d  fee d b a c k . I sp e c i f i c a l l y  

de s i g n e d  th i s  su r v e y  to inc l u d e  qu e s t i o n s  ab o u t  pa r t i c i p a n t s ’ ke y  ta k e a w a y s  an d  th e  

pr a c t i c a l  ap p l i c a t i o n  of th e  tra i n i n g  co n t e n t . Th i s  ap p r o a c h  yie l d e d  in v a l u a b l e  ins i g h t s , 

no t  on l y  fo r va l i d a t i n g  th e  da t a  bu t  als o  for  id e n t i f y i n g  wa y s  to im p r o v e  th e  tra i n i n g  
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pr e s e n t a t i o n . Th e  fee d b a c k  wa s  cr u c i a l fo r  ref i n i n g  m y  un d e r s t a n d i n g  an d  en h a n c i n g  

fu t u r e  pre s e n t a t i o n s , sh o u l d  I ha v e  the  op p o r t u n i t y  to pr e s e n t  ag a i n . Th e  fo l l o w i n g  

ch a p t e r  wi l l  pr o v i d e  a mo r e  de t a i l e d  ev a l u a t i o n  of th e  pro j e c t as  a wh o l e  an d  wi l l di s c u s s  

m y  co n c l u s i o n s  reg a r d i n g  in- c l a s s  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  du r i n g  the  tra i n i n g , th e  res u l t s  of all  thr e e  

su r v e y s , an d  fo l l o w - u p  co n v e r s a t i o n s  wi t h  ce r t a i n  tra i n i n g  pa r t i c i p a n t s .  
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CH A P T E R  6 
 
 

PR O J E C T  EV A L U A T I O N  AN D  LE A R N I N G S  
 
 

Su m m a r y  of th e  Pr o j e c t  

Th i s  res e a r c h  en d e a v o r ai m e d  to en h a n c e  th e  co m p r e h e n s i o n  an d  ski l l s  of 

Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t  pa s t o r s  wi t h i n  th e  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e , pa r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e  wh o  

m i g h t  co n f r o n t ca s e s  of ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e  am o n g  the i r co n g r e g a n t s . In ad d i t i o n , 

it ai m e d  to ed u c a t e  the s e  pa s t o r s  ab o u t  the i r le g a l ob l i g a t i o n s  as  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s  

un d e r  W i s c o n s i n ’ s  la w s  wh e n  de a l i n g  wi t h  suc h  ab u s e s . 

Th e  pr o j e c t  co n s i s t e d  of a on e - d a y  tra i n i n g  se m i n a r le d  by  the  re s e a r c h e r , wh i c h  

un f o l d e d  in fiv e  dis t i n c t  seg m e n t s :  ini t i a l pa r t i c i p a n t  ass e s s m e n t , di s c u s s i o n s  on  ph y s i c a l 

ab u s e , sex u a l  ab u s e , th e  int r i c a c i e s  of m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g , an d  a co n c l u d i n g  ass e s s m e n t 

to ga u g e  le a r n i n g  ou t c o m e s . Ea c h  of th e  ce n t r a l  seg m e n t s  de l v e d  in t o  va r i o u s  su b t o p i c s , 

in c l u d i n g  spe c i f i c  co n s i d e r a t i o n s  fo r di f f e r e n t ag e  gr o u p s  (c h i l d r e n , ad u l t s ,  an d  th e  

eld e r l y ) re l a t e d  to ab u s e  an d  th e  nu a n c e d  m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  pr o t o c o l s  ap p l i c a b l e  to 

ea c h . 

To  en s u r e  re t e n t i o n  an d  ac t i v e  en g a g e m e n t , the  se m i n a r em p l o y e d  dy n a m i c  

in s t r u c t i o n a l  tec h n i q u e s  in s p i r e d  by  the  pe d a g o g i c a l  ap p r o a c h e s  of th e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Ai r  

Fo r c e  an d  An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y  Se m i n a r y . Th e  ed u c a t i o n a l  too l s  uti l i z e d  in th e  

pr e s e n t a t i o n  inc l u d e d  thr e e  su r v e y  an a l y s e s , a co m p r e h e n s i v e  fiv e - h o u r  Po w e r P o i n t 

pr e s e n t a t i o n , ill u s t r a t i v e  vi d e o  co n t e n t , an d  a va r i e t y  of in f o r m a t i v e  ha n d o u t s .   
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Be f o r e  th e  tra i n i n g  be g a n , I di s t r i b u t e d  a kn o w l e d g e  as s e s s m e n t su r v e y  to th e  31  

pa r t i c i p a n t s  in the  m u l t i - p u r p o s e  ro o m  at th e  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  he a d q u a r t e r s . Th e  

su r v e y  ai m e d  to me a s u r e  th e i r  cu r r e n t  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of ab u s e  ty p e s  an d  W i s c o n s i n ’ s  

re p o r t i n g  la w s . It fe a t u r e d  va r i o u s  re a l - l i f e  sce n a r i o s  pa s t o r s  ha d  pre v i o u s l y  fa c e d , as k i n g  

pa r t i c i p a n t s  fo r  the i r re c o m m e n d e d  ac t i o n s .  Af t e r th i s  in i t i a l  as s e s s m e n t , the  pa r t i c i p a n t s  

un d e r w e n t ro u g h l y  fiv e  ho u r s  of tra i n i n g . Po w e r P o i n t pr e s e n t a t i o n s  we r e  the  pr i m a r y  

m e t h o d , su p p l e m e n t e d  by  or a l sc e n a r i o  dis c u s s i o n s , vid e o s , an d  ha n d o u t s .  To  co n c l u d e , I 

pr e s e n t e d  a se c o n d  su r v e y  m i r r o r i n g  the  fir s t ,  all o w i n g  pa r t i c i p a n t s  to re f l e c t on  th e i r  

lea r n i n g  an d  m e a s u r e  th e i r  pro g r e s s . 

Ap p r o x i m a t e l y  th r e e  m o n t h s  lat e r ,  th e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  we r e  se n t a su r v e y  vi a  em a i l to 

fu r t h e r as s e s s  th e i r  lea r n i n g  ou t c o m e  fro m  th e  ini t i a l tra i n i n g . Th e  da t a  fro m  the  th r e e  

su r v e y s  co n d u c t e d  by  th e  pa r t i c i p a n t s , alo n g  wi t h  ob s e r v a t i o n s  by  the  re s e a r c h e r , we r e  

in c l u d e d  in th e  stu d y . Th i s  ch a p t e r pr o v i d e s  a de s c r i p t i o n  of the  ev a l u a t i o n , a su m m a r y  of 

th e  ch a p t e r co n c l u s i o n s , ov e r a r c h i n g  co n c l u s i o n s , re c o m m e n d a t i o n s , pe r s o n a l 

tra n s f o r m a t i o n , an d  a fin a l wo r d .  

 
De s c r i p t i o n  of th e  Ev a l u a t i o n  

Th e  fo l l o w i n g  is a de s c r i p t i o n  of ho w  da t a  fro m  th e  int e r v e n t i o n  (C h a p . 5) wa s  

ev a l u a t e d  an d  in t e r p r e t e d , alo n g  wi t h  a rep o r t  of th e  res u l t i n g  co n c l u s i o n s  an d  ou t c o m e s . 

 
Ev a l u a t i o n  Me t h o d  

A re s e a r c h  stu d y  wa s  de s i g n e d  an d  em p l o y e d  th a t co m p a r e d  da t a  se t s  be f o r e  an d  

af t e r  the  tra i n i n g  ha d  ta k e n  pl a c e . W r i t t e n  da t a  fro m  the  pa r t i c i p a n t s  wa s  ev a l u a t e d . 

Th r o u g h o u t th e  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n , em e r g i n g  da t a  we r e  re f l e c t e d  on  an d  co m p a r e d  wi t h  the  
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re s e a r c h e r s ’  ob s e r v a t i o n s  an d  no t e s . Th r e e  m o n t h s  fo l l o w i n g  the  or i g i n a l da t a  

in t e r p r e t a t i o n , ne w  da t a  wa s  so l i c i t e d  fro m  th e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  an d  ref l e c t e d  up o n  by  th e  

re s e a r c h e r , co n t r a s t i n g  wi t h  th e  or i g i n a l in f o r m a t i o n  ga t h e r e d . Co m m o n  the m e s  em e r g e d  

an d  we r e  ide n t i f i e d  as  th e  pr o j e c t  pr o g r e s s e d . Th e s e  th e m e s  we r e  no t e d  wi t h i n  th e  

ch r o n o l o g i c a l  na r r a t i v e  (ch a p . 5) , wi t h  ac c o m p a n y i n g  in t e r p r e t a t i o n . F in d i n g s  an d  

co n c l u s i o n s  we r e  dr a w n  in d u c t i v e l y  fro m  th e  da t a .  

Th e  in t e n t  of th i s  pr o j e c t  wa s  to va l i d a t e  the  re s e a r c h e r ’ s  the o r y  tha t  fur t h e r  

tra i n i n g  of pa s t o r s  in id e n t i f y i n g  an d  rep o r t i n g  ab u s e  wo u l d  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  be n e f i t  the  

Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t  de n o m i n a t i o n . Fu r t h e r m o r e , thi s  pr o j e c t  aim e d  to de m o n s t r a t e  th a t  

ef f e c t i v e  tra i n i n g  is ac h i e v a b l e  wi t h  m i n i m a l ef f o r t th r o u g h  a pe r s o n a l pr e s e n t a t i o n , 

lea d i n g  to no t a b l e  im p r o v e m e n t s  in le a r n i n g  ou t c o m e s  an d  co n f i d e n c e  in th e  co r r e c t 

id e n t i f i c a t i o n  an d  re p o r t i n g  pro c e d u r e s  am o n g  att e n d e e s . Th i s  mi x e d - m e t h o d s  stu d y  

ou t l i n e s  an  im p r o v e d  ye t ad a p t a b l e  tra i n i n g  m o d u l e , rea d y  fo r  rep l i c a t i o n  an d  po t e n t i a l  

fu t u r e  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  in tra i n i n g  of cle r g y . 

 
In t e r p r e t a t i o n  an d  Co n c l u s i o n s  of Da t a : Ch a p t e r  5 

An  an a l y s i s  of th e  da t a  un c o v e r e d  se v e r a l th e m e s  fro m  the  in i t i a l  an d  fo l l o w - u p  

tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  su r v e y s . Th e  fir s t tw o  su r v e y s , co n d u c t e d  du r i n g  the  se s s i o n , yie l d e d  ke y  

in s i g h t s . Of th e  31  att e n d e e s , 21  (o r 68 % )  co m p l e t e d  bo t h  su r v e y s  tho r o u g h l y  en o u g h  to 

en a b l e  a be f o r e - a n d - a f t e r  tra i n i n g  co m p a r i s o n . In ad d i t i o n , am o n g  the s e  21  pa r t i c i p a n t s , 

th e  fe e d b a c k  sec t i o n  at the  en d  of the  se c o n d  su r v e y  wa s  als o  co m p l e t e d . Fr o m  the  da t a  

an d  cla s s r o o m  int e r a c t i o n s  wi t h  pa r t i c i p a n t s , se v e r a l  cru c i a l  fa c t o r s  ca n  be  in f e r r e d . 

Th e  fir s t no t a b l e  fa c t o r  wa s  tha t  all  pa r t i c i p a n t s  re p o r t e d  an  en h a n c e d  

un d e r s t a n d i n g  of the  th r e e  co r e  asp e c t s  of th e  tra i n i n g : ph y s i c a l  ab u s e , se x u a l ab u s e , an d  
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m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g . Fu r t h e r m o r e , the r e  wa s  un a n i m o u s  po s i t i v e  fee d b a c k  on  the  

pr e s e n t a t i o n  of th e  ma t e r i a l .  Th e  au d i e n c e  co n s i s t e n t l y  fav o r e d  se v e r a l  sec t i o n s  of the  

pr e s e n t a t i o n , pa r t i c u l a r l y  the  re a l - l i f e  sce n a r i o s , fo l l o w e d  by  th e  pr a c t i c a l co n t e n t  of the  

re s o u r c e  pa c k e t s  dis t r i b u t e d  to ea c h  pa r t i c i p a n t .   

On  th e  do w n s i d e , se v e r a l pa r t i c i p a n t s  fe l t  th a t  pa r t s  of th e  tra i n i n g  we r e  ru s h e d , 

pa r t i c u l a r l y  th e  fin a l se c t i o n  on  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g . I fu l l y  co n c u r wi t h  the  au d i e n c e ’ s  

as s e s s m e n t . By  th a t po i n t in my  pr e s e n t a t i o n , I ha d  ex c e e d e d  my  al l o t t e d  tim e  an d  hu r r i e d  

th r o u g h  s li d e s , pro v i d i n g  on l y  br i e f  ex a m p l e s  to all o w  tim e  for  th e  se c o n d  su r v e y . In 

ad d i t i o n , ma n y  su r v e y s  ex p r e s s e d  a wi s h  fo r  mo r e  op p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  au d i e n c e  fee d b a c k  

an d  qu e s t i o n s . Al t h o u g h  thi s  wa s  ini t i a l l y  in c o r p o r a t e d  in t o  th e  tra i n i n g , las t - m i n u t e  tim e  

co n s t r a i n t s  im p o s e d  by  th e  co n f e r e n c e  le d  to th e  red u c t i o n  of th e s e  in t e r a c t i v e  se g m e n t s .  

Ou t  of the  21  pa r t i c i p a n t s  wh o  co m p l e t e d  bo t h  sur v e y s , on l y  fo u r (1 9 % ) re p o r t e d  

re c e i v i n g  an y  tra i n i n g  on  th e  top i c s  of ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e  du r i n g  the i r  th e o l o g i c a l  

ed u c a t i o n . Th r e e  of th e s e  in d i v i d u a l s  rec e i v e d  tra i n i n g  du r i n g  th e i r  Ma s t e r  of Di v i n i t y  

co u r s e w o r k  at An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y , an d  on e  du r i n g  un d e r g r a d u a t e  the o l o g y  s tu d i e s  at 

So u t h e r n  Ad v e n t i s t  Un i v e r s i t y . It’ s  im p o r t a n t  to no t e  tha t  the s e  fou r  pa r t i c i p a n t s  al s o  

m e n t i o n e d  th a t th e  tra i n i n g  th e y  re c e i v e d  wa s  m i n i m a l  or m e r e l y  to u c h e d  up o n  du r i n g  a 

co u n s e l i n g  cla s s , fo c u s i n g  on l y  on  ch i l d  ab u s e  an d  ne g l e c t i n g  do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e  or eld e r  

ab u s e . In ad d i t i o n , tw o  oth e r  att e n d e e s  of the  An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y  M . D i v . pro g r a m  

re p o r t e d  tha t  the y  ha d  no t re c e i v e d  an y  tra i n i n g  in the  ar e a s  of ph y s i c a l or se x u a l ab u s e . 

No n e  of th e  21  pa r t i c i p a n t s  wh o  co m p l e t e d  bo t h  su r v e y s  rep o r t e d  rec e i v i n g  an y  

tra i n i n g  on  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  pr o c e d u r e s  du r i n g  the i r th e o l o g i c a l ed u c a t i o n . Ho w e v e r , 

th r e e  pa r t i c i p a n t s  di d  ind i c a t e  th e y  ha d  re c e i v e d  su c h  tra i n i n g , bu t on l y  as  a re s u l t  of 
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vo l u n t e e r i n g  wi t h  Pa t h f i n d e r s  or at the i r lo c a l ac a d e m y , wh e r e  th e y  we r e  re q u i r e d  to 

un d e r g o  on l i n e  tra i n i n g  for  ce r t i f i c a t i o n . On e  pa r t i c i p a n t re c e i v e d  tra i n i n g  fro m  Sh i e l d  

th e  Vu l n e r a b l e , an o t h e r fro m  St e r l i n g  Vo l u n t e e r s , an d  a thi r d  fro m  Ve r i f i e d  Vo l u n t e e r s . 

In ad d i t i o n , a fo u r t h  ind i v i d u a l , on  th e i r  ow n  in i t i a t i v e , ha d  pr e v i o u s l y  vi e w e d  vi d e o s  on  

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  fro m  En d  It No w  M i n i s t r i e s .  

W h i l e  an a l y z i n g  the  in i t i a l  qu e s t i o n n a i r e s , it wa s  ob s e r v e d  th a t pa s t o r s  wi t h  

ba c h e l o r ’ s  de g r e e s  we r e  sli g h t l y  le s s  in c l i n e d  tha n  tho s e  wi t h  ma s t e r ’ s  de g r e e s  to re p o r t  

in s t a n c e s  of ab u s e  to th e  po l i c e . Fu r t h e r m o r e , ol d e r pa s t o r s  (ag e d  50  an d  ab o v e ) , 

re g a r d l e s s  of the i r le v e l of ed u c a t i o n , we r e  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  le s s  lik e l y  to re p o r t to the  po l i c e  

co m p a r e d  to th e i r  yo u n g e r  co u n t e r p a r t s . In s t e a d , th e y  pr e f e r r e d  to “p r a y  ab o u t it”  or 

“b r i n g  it to the  at t e n t i o n  of the  ch u r c h  bo a r d  m e m b e r s . ”  Am o n g  th e  old e r  pa s t o r s  

re l u c t a n t  to re p o r t to the  po l i c e , all  id e n t i f i e d  as ei t h e r  Hi s p a n i c  or As i a n , an d  all  

in d i c a t e d  th e y  ha d  pre v i o u s l y  res i d e d  ou t s i d e  th e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s , ba s e d  on  the i r  

ed u c a t i o n a l ba c k g r o u n d s . 

On e  as p e c t I, as  the  re s e a r c h e r , di d  no t fo r e s e e  wa s  th e  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  he i g h t e n e d  

in t e r e s t  an d  co n c e r n  am o n g  pa s t o r s  ab o u t m a n a g i n g  re g i s t e r e d  se x  off e n d e r s  wh o  are  

att e n d i n g  or ar e  al r e a d y  m e m b e r s  of th e i r  co n g r e g a t i o n . Th i s  is s u e  wa s  fre q u e n t l y  rai s e d  

du r i n g  cl a s s r o o m  di s c u s s i o n s , br e a k s , lun c h , an d  in al l th r e e  su r v e y s . Pa s t o r s  ex p r e s s e d  a 

ge n e r a l  lac k  of kn o w l e d g e  an d  co n s i d e r a b l e  an x i e t y  ab o u t  ho w  to int e r a c t  wi t h  an d  

es t a b l i s h  ap p r o p r i a t e  bo u n d a r i e s  wi t h  re g i s t e r e d  se x  off e n d e r s . As  th e  res e a r c h e r  an d  

tra i n e r , I fel t we l l - p r e p a r e d  to ad d r e s s  th i s  top i c  in th e  tra i n i n g , sh a r i n g  sto r i e s  fro m  my  

ex p e r i e n c e s  wi t h  va r i o u s  reg i s t e r e d  sex  of f e n d e r s  in m y  pre v i o u s  co n g r e g a t i o n . I als o  

pr o v i d e d  an d  dis c u s s e d  sev e r a l ha n d o u t s  fro m  Ad v e n t i s t  Ri s k  Ma n a g e m e n t  on  th e  et h i c a l  
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an d  leg a l  ap p r o a c h e s  to in t e r a c t i n g  wi t h  se x  of f e n d e r s  wi t h i n  th e  ch u r c h . Pe r s o n a l l y , I 

wa s  un a w a r e  of th e  pr e v a l e n c e  of th i s  is s u e  in ou r  de n o m i n a t i o n . I be l i e v e d  m y  m u l t i p l e  

en c o u n t e r s  wi t h  se x  off e n d e r s  in my  co n g r e g a t i o n  we r e  un i q u e . Di s c o v e r i n g  ho w  m a n y  

pa s t o r s  are  de a l i n g  wi t h  or ha v e  de a l t  wi t h  s im i l a r  sit u a t i o n s  wa s  su r p r i s i n g . If I we r e  to 

co n d u c t th e  cla s s  ag a i n , I wo u l d  al l o c a t e  mo r e  tim e  to the  to p i c  of reg i s t e r e d  sex  

of f e n d e r s  an d  in c o r p o r a t e  ad d i t i o n a l sc e n a r i o s .  

 
O u t c o m e s  of th e  In t e r v e n t i o n  

Th e  in s i g h t s  ga i n e d  fro m  th i s  pr o j e c t  aim  to in s p i r e  fur t h e r  re s e a r c h  an d  tra i n i n g  

fo r al l Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t  pa s t o r s . Th e  da t a  su g g e s t  tha t  co m p r e h e n s i v e  tra i n i n g  

en a b l e d  pa r t i c i p a n t s  to ac h i e v e  a de e p e r  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of va r i o u s  typ e s  of ab u s e  an d  

pr o v i d e d  ne w  pe r s p e c t i v e s  on  th e  leg a l an d  et h i c a l  dil e m m a s  th a t m a y  ari s e , ne c e s s i t a t i n g  

th e i r  ac t i v a t i o n  as  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r s . 

An  im p a c t f u l  ou t c o m e  of the  in t e r v e n t i o n  sur f a c e d  du r i n g  a ph o n e  ca l l  I rec e i v e d  

fro m  a tra i n i n g  pa r t i c i p a n t , s ig n i f i c a n t l y  af t e r  bo t h  th e  tra i n i n g  an d  m y  co m p l e t i o n  of 

Ch a p t e r F i v e . Th i s  pa s t o r so u g h t  ad v i c e  on  ha n d l i n g  a sit u a t i o n  wi t h  a ch u r c h  m e m b e r , a 

yo u n g  m a n  in his  la t e  te e n s  wh o  ex p r e s s e d  a ke e n  in t e r e s t  in en t e r i n g  th e  m i n i s t r y . Th e  

pa s t o r  ha d  rec e n t l y  di s c o v e r e d  tha t  thi s  yo u n g  ma n  ha d  mo l e s t e d  hi s  yo u n g e r  sis t e r  

ar o u n d  fiv e  ye a r s  pri o r . W i t h i n  th i s  sm a l l ch u r c h , lar g e l y  co m p r i s e d  of in t e r c o n n e c t e d  

fa m i l y  un i t s ,  th i s  sit u a t i o n  wa s  no t ne w  to th e  me m b e r s , ye t ha d  ne v e r  be e n  re p o r t e d  to 

law  en f o r c e m e n t . Th e  pa s t o r  ha d  be e n  as s u r e d  by  th e  eld e r s , so m e  rel a t e d  to the  yo u n g  

m a n , th a t th e  ma t t e r  ha d  be e n  “a d d r e s s e d ”  an d  the  yo u n g  m a n  ha d  “s i n c e r e l y  rep e n t e d . ”  

No w , se e k i n g  gu i d a n c e , th e  pa s t o r re a c h e d  ou t to me  to dis c u s s  th e  ne x t s te p s , po n d e r i n g  
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ho w  to re c o n c i l e  th e  yo u n g  ma n ’ s  pa s t  ac t i o n s  wi t h  his  cu r r e n t  asp i r a t i o n s  wi t h i n  th e  

ch u r c h ’ s  mo r a l an d  le g a l fra m e w o r k . 

I inf o r m e d  him  th a t  de s p i t e  the  di s c o m f o r t  an d  the  tem p t a t i o n  to ov e r l o o k  th e  

is s u e , hi s  ro l e  as  a ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r  ob l i g a t e s  him  to ac t ,  wh i c h  inc l u d e s  re p o r t i n g  suc h  

in c i d e n t s . I int r o d u c e d  se v e r a l  co n s i d e r a t i o n s , s ta r t i n g  wi t h  the  s ta t u t e  of lim i t a t i o n s  for  

ra p e . Th i s  top i c  aro s e  be c a u s e , du r i n g  the  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n ’ s  su r v e y  res p o n s e s  to Sc e n a r i o  

5, th r e e  pa s t o r s  me n t i o n e d  th e  s ta t u t e  of lim i t a t i o n s  as a re a s o n  fo r  no t re p o r t i n g  de c a d e s -

ol d  rap e  ac c u s a t i o n s . I ex p l a i n e d  to th e  pa s t o r th a t th e  sta t u t e ’ s  tim e  fra m e  do e s  no t  

ab s o l v e  hi m  of his  du t y  as a m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t e r . I als o  hig h l i g h t e d  the  le g a l ris k s  fo r th e  

pa s t o r , inc l u d i n g  po t e n t i a l cr i m i n a l  an d  civ i l lia b i l i t y , sho u l d  he  fai l to rep o r t  an d  th e  

in d i v i d u a l co m m i t s  a sim i l a r of f e n s e . W h i l e  we  di s c u s s e d  ad d i t i o n a l  de t a i l s  an d  nu a n c e s , 

th e  co r e  me s s a g e  wa s  un e q u i v o c a l :  as  a pa s t o r an d  co n f e r e n c e  em p l o y e e , he m u s t re p o r t  

th e  in c i d e n t  to th e  au t h o r i t i e s . An o t h e r  ou t c o m e  of th e  int e r v e n t i o n , wh i c h  I wi l l  

un d o u b t e d l y  sh a r e  in fut u r e  pr e s e n t a t i o n s , is th e  sta r k  rea l i t y  tha t  the  sc o u r g e  of ab u s e  

ex i s t s  ev e n  am o n g  ou r ch u r c h  lea d e r s . S i n c e  im p l e m e n t i n g  thi s  pro j e c t ,  on e  of the  pa s t o r s  

wh o  at t e n d e d  m y  tra i n i n g  wa s  arr e s t e d  fo r  sex u a l l y  ab u s i n g  ch i l d r e n  an d  ha s  s in c e  be e n  

co n v i c t e d  an d  for m a l l y  se n t e n c e d . Se v e n  m o n t h s  fo l l o w i n g  his  ar r e s t ,  ne w  de t a i l s  of the  

ca s e  ha v e  co m e  to lig h t , rei n f o r c i n g  a po i n t I m a d e  du r i n g  the  tra i n i n g :  sex u a l  pre d a t o r s  

of t e n  ha v e  a lon g e r  his t o r y  of of f e n s e s  an d  m o r e  vi c t i m s  th a n  ini t i a l l y  th o u g h t  (se e  F i g u r e  

3) . 
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Fi g u r e  3 
 
Gr e e n  Ba y  Pr e s s - G a z e t t e  On l i n e  Ar t i c l e  
 

No t e .  (20 2 3 ) . 
 
 
 

An o t h e r  ou t c o m e  of th e  in t e r v e n t i o n  wa s  th e  pre s e n t a t i o n  of an o t h e r  tra i n i n g  

se s s i o n  in M a y  20 2 4 . In Fe b r u a r y  20 2 4 , the  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  of th e  In d i a n a  co n f e r e n c e  

co n t a c t e d  me  an d  inv i t e d  m e  to pr e s e n t m y  tra i n i n g  to th e  pa s t o r s  of th e i r  co n f e r e n c e , 

ha v i n g  be e n  re c o m m e n d e d  by  th e  mi n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r of th e  W i s c o n s i n  co n f e r e n c e . Af t e r  

fin a l i z i n g  the  da t e , it wa s  de c i d e d , du e  to fin a n c i a l  an d  log i s t i c a l co n s t r a i n t s , to ho s t  a 

Fo r m e r  G r e e n  Ba y  pa s t o r  se n t e n c e d  to  15  ye a r s  fo r  on l i n e  se x  
cr i m e s  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  ch i l d r e n  

N a t a l i e  Ei l b e r t  
G re e n  Ba y  P re s s - G a z e t t e  
P u b l i s h e d  4: 2 5  p.m . CT  D e c .  4, 20 2 3  
 
 
 
GR E E N  B A Y  – A for m e r Gr e e n  B a y pas to r has  bee n  sen t e n c e d  to 15 yea r s  in pri s o n  for onl i n e  sex  crim e s  
wi th  mu l t i p l e  chi l d r e n  livi n g  in Ve n e z u e l a , C u b a  and  Spa i n . C or y  He r th e l , 40, wa s  a pas to r  at Gr e e n  B ay  
S ev e n th - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t  C hu r c h  but wa s  fi re d  sho r t l y  aft e r  he wa s  cha r g e d  in Jun e . Gr e g o r y  Ha a n s t a d , 
Un i t e d  St a t e s  at t o r n e y  for the Ea s t e r n  Di s t r i c t of Wi s c o n s in , ann o u n c e d  He r t h e l ' s  sen t e n c i n g  Mo n d a y . 

Th e  Fed e r a l B ur e a u  of Inv e s t i g a t i o n rec e iv e d  a ti p fro m  He r th e l ' s  chu r c h  in Ma y  of pos s i b l e  sex u a l 
exp lo i t a t i o n  of a min o r li vi n g  in Ve n e z u e la . He r th e l  adm i t t e d  in cou r t  doc u m e n t s  to fi rs t me e t in g  the chi ld  
beg g in g  on the st re e t s  of Ecu a d o r dur i n g  a mi s s io n  tri p . Fur th e r inv e s t i g a t io n  rev e a l e d He r t h e l  sen t the  
chi l d  vid e o s  of him s e l f ma s tu r b a t in g  and  req u e s t in g  vid e o s  and  ima g e s  of the chi l d  in ret u r n , us in g  var io u s  
onl i n e  app l i c a t i o n s  to pay  the chi ld .  

C ou r t rec o r d s  rev e a l e d  a sec o n d  chi l d  livi n g  in C ub a  wi th  wh o m  He r t h e l al s o  exc h a n g e d  sex u a l ly  exp l i c i t 
ima g e s  and  vid e o s . He r th e l hel p e d the  chi ld  wi t h hi s  mo v e  to S pa in , wi th  the  fi na l  goa l  of hav in g  him  mo v e  
to the  Un i t e d  St a t e s . On  mu l t i p l e  vi s i t s  to S pa in , He r th e l ack n o w le d g e d  eng a g in g  in a sex u a l rel a t i o n s h ip  
wi th  the chi ld . He r th e l al s o  sol i c i t e d a sec o n d  boy  in C u b a , req u e s t i n g  sex u a l  pho to s  and  vid e o s  in 
exc h a n g e  for mo n e t a r y  pay m e n t s . He r t h e l  pl e a d e d  gui l t y  to at t e m p t e d  sex u a l exp lo i t a t i o n  of a chi ld  in 
Au g u s t .  
 
A sec o n d  cou n t of the sam e  cha r g e  wa s  di sm is s e d as par t of the  pl e a  agr e e m e n t . S en i o r U. S . Di s t r i c t  Jud g e  
W i l l i a m  Gr i e s b a c h  des c r i b e d  He r t h e l ’ s  crim e  as “t e r r i b l e ”  and  “an  abu s e  of spi r i t u a l auth o r i t y ”  at the  
sen t e n c i n g  hea r in g  Mo n d a y . Gri e s b a c h  said  He r th e l ' s  crim e s  wi l l con t in u e  to imp o s e  ser i o u s  psy c h o l o g ic a l  
and  em o t i o n a l sca r r in g  on hi s vi c t im s . Fol lo w in g  hi s 15 yea r s ’  imp r i s o n m e n t , He r t h e l  wi l l spe n d  20 yea r s  
on sup e r v i s e d rel e a s e . He  wi l l be req u i r e d  to reg i s t e r  as a sex u a l off e n d e r  for the res t of hi s  life . The  cas e  
wa s  bro u g h t  as pa r t  of the  U. S . De p a r t m e n t  of Jus t i c e ’ s  ini t i a t i v e  P ro j e c t S a f e  C h i l d h o o d .  It wa s  
inv e s t i g a t e d  by the  Gr e e n  B a y  an d  Mi lw a u k e e  off i c e s  of the  F B I , wi t h  the  ass i s t a n c e  of the  Gr e e n  B a y  
P o l i c e  De p a r tm e n t .  

https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/staff/5296804001/natalie-eilbert/
https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/staff/5296804001/natalie-eilbert/
https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/news/crime/2023/06/02/green-bay-pastor-charged-with-attempted-child-pornography-for-online-communication/70283314007/
https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/news/crime/2023/08/31/former-green-bay-pastor-pleads-guilty-to-sexual-communication-with-venezuelan-teen/70732005007/
https://www.justice.gov/psc
https://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/staff/5296804001/natalie-eilbert/
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sh o r t e n e d  thr e e - h o u r  tra i n i n g  fo r th e  un - o r d a i n e d  pa s t o r s  vi a  an on l i n e  Zo o m  m e e t i n g  on  

M a y  14 , 20 2 4 . A to t a l  of 22  pa s t o r s , bo t h  or d a i n e d  an d  un - o r d a i n e d , inc l u d i n g  th e  

m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  an d  co n f e r e n c e  pr e s i d e n t , at t e n d e d  th e  me e t i n g . 

To  ac c o m m o d a t e  th e  tim e f r a m e  an d  av o i d  pr e v i o u s  mi s t a k e s , I ma d e  sig n i f i c a n t 

ad j u s t m e n t s  to th e  pr e s e n t a t i o n  fo r th e  In d i a n a  me e t i n g . No t a b l y , I om i t t e d  th e  en t i r e  

ca t e g o r y  of ph y s i c a l ab u s e  to en s u r e  am p l e  tim e  for  di s c u s s i n g  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g . In 

ad d i t i o n , I al l o c a t e d  m o r e  tim e  fo r ad d r e s s i n g  qu e s t i o n s  fro m  at t e n d e e s  an d  re v i s i t i n g  

sc e n a r i o s . Th i s  mo d i f i e d  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  als o  in c l u d e d  a gr e a t e r fo c u s  on  ma n a g i n g  

re g i s t e r e d  sex  of f e n d e r s  in th e  pa s t o r s ’ ch u r c h e s . De s p i t e  re m o v i n g  se c t i o n s  an d  

nu m e r o u s  sli d e s , th e  Zo o m  me e t i n g  sti l l  ex t e n d e d  to ne a r l y  fou r  ho u r s . I wa s  ve r y  ple a s e d  

wi t h  the  ou t c o m e  of th i s  m e e t i n g  an d  ev e n  ha d  at t e n d e e s  co m m e n d i n g  m e  fo r  the  

in t e r e s t i n g  co n t e n t . On e  att e n d e e  ev e n  rem a r k e d , “t h i s  wa s  on e  of the  m o s t  en t e r t a i n i n g  

Zo o m  me e t i n g s  I ha v e  ev e r  be e n  on . ”  Su c h  fe e d b a c k  bo o s t s  my  co n f i d e n c e  an d  mo t i v a t e s  

m e  to pr e s e n t  at fu t u r e  co n f e r e n c e s . Ho w e v e r , as m y  ow n  cr i t i c , I rec o g n i z e  the  po t e n t i a l  

fo r fu r t h e r  str e a m l i n i n g  of su b j e c t s  an d  sli d e s  fo r fu t u r e  sh o r t e n e d  on l i n e  tra i n i n g  

se s s i o n s . 

 
Su m m a r y  of Ch a p t e r  Co n c l u s i o n s  

In ad d i t i o n  to the  co n c l u s i o n s  rea c h e d  fro m  the  in t e r v e n t i o n  da t a  (ch a p . 5) , a bri e f  

su m m a r y  of th e  th e o l o g i c a l ,  th e o r e t i c a l ,  an d  me t h o d o l o g i c a l  co n c l u s i o n s  re a c h e d  in 

ch a p t e r s  tw o , thr e e , an d  fo u r , for m  the  ba s i s  fo r a se t of ov e r a r c h i n g  co n c l u s i o n s .  
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Th e o l o g i c a l Co n c l u s i o n : Ch a p t e r 2 

A s tu d y  fro m  the  bo o k  of Ge n e s i s  on  th e  pe r p e t u a t i o n  of sin s  wi t h i n  th e  fam i l y  of 

Ab r a h a m , Isa a c , an d  Ja c o b  wa s  un d e r t a k e n  to de v e l o p  a th e o l o g i c a l fra m e w o r k  fo r th i s  

re s e a r c h  stu d y . Th e  ov e r a r c h i n g  th e m e  of the  th e o l o g i c a l co n c l u s i o n  fro m  ch a p t e r 2 

su p p o r t e d  ide n t i f y i n g  an d  re p o r t i n g  ab u s e  to pre v e n t  po t e n t i a l  ge n e r a t i o n a l te n d e n c i e s . I 

co n c l u d e d  th a t wi t h o u t a ra d i c a l co n v e r s i o n  fro m  sin  to Go d ’ s  rig h t e o u s n e s s , the  sin s  of 

th e  pa r e n t s  wi l l in e v i t a b l y  be  m i r r o r e d  by  th e i r  ch i l d r e n . M o r e  of t e n  tha n  no t , th e s e  sin s  

wi l l be  pe r p e t u a t e d  to a gre a t e r  de g r e e  by  th e  su b s e q u e n t  ge n e r a t i o n . Th i s  pa t t e r n  re f l e c t s  

th e  es s e n c e  of th e  sin s  an d  ch a r a c t e r  fla w s  ob s e r v e d  in the  liv e s  of Ab r a h a m , Isa a c , an d  

Ja c o b . 

M a n k i n d  op t e d  for  sin  in the  Ga r d e n  of Ed e n . “T h e r e f o r e , ju s t as  th r o u g h  on e  m a n  

(A d a m ) s in  en t e r e d  th e  wo r l d , an d  de a t h  thr o u g h  sin , an d  thu s  de a t h  spr e a d  to al l m e n , ”  

(R o m a n s  5: 1 2 , Ne w  Ki n g  Ja m e s  Ve r s i o n ) . As  de s c e n d a n t s  of Ad a m , we  are  al l in h e r e n t l y  

m a r k e d  by  the  ge n e t i c  cu r s e  of sin . Ho w e v e r , Go d  did  no t  lea v e  us  fo r s a k e n . Re m a r k a b l y , 

a pla n  of sa l v a t i o n  wa s  in pla c e  ev e n  be f o r e  ou r fo r b e a r e r s , Ad a m  an d  Ev e , co m m i t t e d  

th e  fir s t  sin . Th e  pl a n  fo r  hu m a n i t y ’ s  red e m p t i o n  wa s  es t a b l i s h e d  be f o r e  the  cr e a t i o n  of 

th e  wo r l d  its e l f !  Jes u s ’  mi s s i o n  wa s  to at o n e  for  ou r  sin s  thr o u g h  Hi s  cru c i f i x i o n . It is by  

Hi s  sac r i f i c e  th a t we  fin d  red e m p t i o n  fro m  sin  an d  ar e  re g a r d e d  as  bl a m e l e s s  be f o r e  the  

Fa t h e r , on c e  we  em b r a c e  Jes u s ’  off e r i n g  (1 Pe t 1: 1 9 , 20 ; Ep h  1:3 – 6 ;  1 Co r  5:2 1 ;  Joh n  

3: 1 6 , 17 ; 4: 1 6 ; Ac t s  4:1 2 ;  Ro m  7:2 4 , 25 ;  Re v  13 : 8 ) . 

Th i s  is ab s o l u t e l y  wo n d e r f u l ne w s  fo r  all  of us , of f e r i n g  a fu t u r e  fil l e d  wi t h  ho p e . 

Ye t , un t i l  the  da y  of re d e m p t i o n  ar r i v e s , we  re m a i n  sus c e p t i b l e  to sin  an d  its  

re p e r c u s s i o n s . Ho w e v e r , Go d  ha s  pr o v i d e d  hu m a n i t y  wi t h  a pa t h  to av o i d  fur t h e r  sin s . 
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Th r o u g h  sp e c i a l re v e l a t i o n , pr o p h e t s , ju d g e s , le a d e r s , kin g s , an d  pr i e s t s ,  He  ha s  gu i d e d  

m a n k i n d . Th e s e  va r i o u s  ch a n n e l s  en a b l e  us to id e n t i f y , av o i d , an d  re p e n t of sin s  th a t 

co u l d  fu r t h e r  tar n i s h  th e  im a g e  of Go d  wi t h i n  us . Go d  un d e r s t o o d  tha t  on c e  s in  

en t r e n c h e d  its e l f  wi t h i n  a fam i l y , it co u l d  ha v e  de v a s t a t i n g  ef f e c t s  on  fu t u r e  ge n e r a t i o n s . I 

be l i e v e  tha t  as sp i r i t u a l  lea d e r s , pa s t o r s  po s s e s s  a un i q u e  op p o r t u n i t y , giv e n  th e i r  clo s e  

as s o c i a t i o n  wi t h  th e  fam i l i a l  dy n a m i c s  of th e i r  co n g r e g a n t s , to id e n t i f y  va r i o u s  fo r m s  of 

ab u s e  (s i n s )  an d  he l p  pr e v e n t th e s e  ne g a t i v e  pa t t e r n s  fro m  be i n g  pa s s e d  do w n  fro m  on e  

ge n e r a t i o n  to the  ne x t .  

 
Th e o r e t i c a l  Co n c l u s i o n :  Ch a p t e r  3 

In ch a p t e r th r e e , m y  pr i m a r y  go a l  wa s  to re v i e w  lit e r a t u r e  on  ab u s e , fo c u s i n g  on  

its  ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l as p e c t s , an d  to de l v e  int o  th e  co m p l e x i t i e s  of m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g . 

Th e  lit e r a t u r e  sp a n n e d  a bro a d  sp e c t r u m  of di s c i p l i n e s , pe r s p e c t i v e s , an d  re s e a r c h  

m e t h o d s . Th e  ini t i a l em p h a s i s  of ch a p t e r th r e e  wa s  on  ga t h e r i n g  de f i n i t i o n s  an d  

de s c r i p t i o n s  fro m  a va r i e t y  of so u r c e s  to cla r i f y  wh a t  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e  en t a i l s .  

Su b s e q u e n t l y , the  na r r a t i v e  sh i f t e d  to sta t i s t i c a l  da t a , fo l l o w e d  by  in d i c a t o r s , lea d i n g  up  

to the  ex p l o r a t i o n  of the  ca u s e s  of ph y s i c a l  ab u s e , es s e n t i a l l y  ex a m i n i n g  wh y  in d i v i d u a l s  

m a y  be c o m e  ab u s e r s . Th e  fin a l as p e c t ex a m i n e d  wa s  th e  ef f e c t s  of ab u s e . Th e  rat i o n a l e  

fo r in v e s t i g a t i n g  the s e  top i c s  in th i s  pa r t i c u l a r se q u e n c e  is ro o t e d  in the  na t u r a l  

pr o g r e s s i o n  of ab u s e  th r o u g h o u t a pe r s o n ’ s  lif e  an d  ho w  it is co m m o n l y  ad d r e s s e d . In 

co u n s e l i n g  ses s i o n s , th e  pro c e s s  of he a l i n g  ty p i c a l l y  be g i n s  wi t h  the  vi c t i m  ga i n i n g  an  

un d e r s t a n d i n g  of wh a t  ab u s e  is (de f i n i t i o n s )  be f o r e  th e y  ad d r e s s  qu e s t i o n s  an d  fac t s . 

Co u n s e l o r s  of t e n  pr e s e n t  sta t i s t i c s  to co n v e y  to the  vi c t i m  th a t th e y  are  no t  alo n e , 

em p h a s i z i n g  th a t  ot h e r s  ha v e  fac e d  sim i l a r ex p e r i e n c e s . Fo l l o w i n g  th i s , the  di s c u s s i o n  
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of t e n  m o v e s  to ad d r e s s i n g  th e  vic t i m ’ s  qu e s t i o n s  ab o u t th e  lac k  of int e r v e n t i o n  de s p i t e  

ev i d e n t  in d i c a t o r s ,  th e  rea s o n s  be h i n d  th e  ab u s e r ’ s  ac t i o n s  (ca u s e s ) ,  an d  th e  en d u r i n g  

ef f e c t s  of ab u s e  an d  s tr a t e g i e s  fo r re c o v e r y . Th i s  str u c t u r e d  ap p r o a c h , sta r t i n g  wi t h  

de f i n i t i o n s  an d  pr o g r e s s i n g  thr o u g h  sta t i s t i c s , ind i c a t o r s , ca u s e s , an d  eff e c t s , wa s  ap p l i e d  

to bo t h  ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e  in the  re s e a r c h  ma t e r i a l .  

F i n a l l y , the  re s e a r c h  de l v e d  int o  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law s , wi t h  th i s  se g m e n t 

or g a n i z e d  int o  the  ag e  ca t e g o r i e s  of ch i l d h o o d , ad u l t h o o d , an d  ge r i a t r i c  or co g n i t i v e l y  

im p a i r e d  gr o u p s . Th i s  fin a l  sec t i o n  al s o  ex p l o r e d  th e  leg a l  an d  eth i c a l  dim e n s i o n s  of 

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  law s , fo c u s i n g  on  th e  res p o n s i b i l i t i e s  an d  the  nu m e r o u s  ch a l l e n g e s  

re p o r t e r s  fa c e . No t re p o r t i n g  is co n s i d e r e d  a m i s d e m e a n o r , ca r r y i n g  pe n a l t i e s  su c h  as  jai l  

tim e  an d  fin e s . Al t h o u g h  the r e  is pr o t e c t i o n  fro m  civ i l  lia b i l i t y  for  m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t e r s , 

th e  nu a n c e s  in th e  wo r d i n g  of th e  la w  fu e l on g o i n g  de b a t e s  ab o u t th e  ex t e n t  of th i s  

im m u n i t y . Et h i c a l di l e m m a s , es p e c i a l l y  in ca s e s  of do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e , we r e  em p h a s i z e d  

in the  re s e a r c h  to ill u s t r a t e  th e  co m p l e x  ba l a n c e  be t w e e n  rep o r t i n g  ab u s e  an d  res p e c t i n g  

th e  vi c t i m s ’  au t o n o m y . A fu l l un d e r s t a n d i n g  of th i s  pr o j e c t ’ s  ess e n c e  req u i r e s  

re c o g n i z i n g  th e  ch a l l e n g e s  an d  po t e n t i a l  ad v e r s e  ef f e c t s  on  bo t h  vic t i m s  an d  rep o r t e r s .  

 
M e t h o d o l o g i c a l  Co n c l u s i o n : Ch a p t e r  4 

Fo l l o w i n g  th e  lit e r a t u r e  rev i e w , I red i r e c t e d  my  ef f o r t s  to w a r d s  org a n i z i n g  

in f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  ab u s e s  an d  rep o r t i n g  pr o c e d u r e s . Th i s  wa s  wi t h  th e  aim  of de v e l o p i n g  

a fo c u s e d  tra i n i n g  pr o g r a m  fo r pa s t o r s . I ch o s e  to seg m e n t th e  top i c s  in t o  cle a r , di s t i n c t 

ca t e g o r i e s . W i t h i n  the s e  ca t e g o r i e s , I co n s c i o u s l y  div i d e d  the  re s e a r c h  int o  sp e c i f i c  

su b s e t s , co v e r i n g  de f i n i t i o n s , s ta t i s t i c a l  ins i g h t s , ind i c a t o r s , roo t  ca u s e s , an d  th e  ex t e n s i v e  

ef f e c t s  of ab u s e . 
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Th e s e  su b - c a t e g o r i e s  na t u r a l l y  ar o s e  du r i n g  my  re s e a r c h  pro c e s s , pre s e n t i n g  

th e m s e l v e s  as es s e n t i a l el e m e n t s  of th e  th o r o u g h  un d e r s t a n d i n g  I aim e d  to im p a r t to the  

au d i e n c e . De l v i n g  in t o  pe e r - r e v i e w e d  lit e r a t u r e  pr e s e n t e d  ch a l l e n g e s , as  it wa s  nu a n c e d  

an d  de s i g n e d  fo r ex p e r i e n c e d  res e a r c h  sc i e n t i s t s .  De s p i t e  the  in i t i a l  hu r d l e s  of 

m e t i c u l o u s l y  re v i s i t i n g  co m p l e x  top i c s  on  ab u s e  an d  rep o r t i n g  law s , I gr a d u a l l y  de e p e n e d  

m y  co m p r e h e n s i o n  of th e  ma t e r i a l .  

Gi v e n  the  ch a l l e n g e s  I fa c e d , I op t e d  to re o r g a n i z e  an d  ca t e g o r i z e  the  ga t h e r e d  

kn o w l e d g e  log i c a l l y  to en s u r e  cl a r i t y  an d  s im p l i c i t y  th r o u g h o u t  th e  pr o j e c t ’ s  

de v e l o p m e n t . Se t t i n g  co n s i s t e n t  sta n d a r d s  ac r o s s  su b - c a t e g o r i e s  he l p e d  in eff i c i e n t l y  

tra c k i n g  in f o r m a t i o n  du r i n g  th e  res e a r c h ’ s  dy n a m i c  s ta g e s . In ad d i t i o n , an t i c i p a t i n g  the  

co n v e r s i o n  of th i s  in f o r m a t i o n  int o  a fut u r e  Po w e r P o i n t  pre s e n t a t i o n  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  

in f l u e n c e d  th e  de c i s i o n  to us e  the  su b s e t  m e t h o d . A lo g i c a l  pro g r e s s i o n , be g i n n i n g  wi t h  

de f i n i t i o n s  an d  m o v i n g  th r o u g h  sta t i s t i c a l in s i g h t s , in d i c a t o r s , ro o t ca u s e s , an d  th e  br o a d  

im p a c t s  of ab u s e , wa s  co n s i d e r e d  cr u c i a l fo r  eff e c t i v e  co m m u n i c a t i o n , pa r t i c u l a r l y  wi t h  

an  au d i e n c e  ne w  to the  su b j e c t  ma t t e r .  

Le v e r a g i n g  m y  ex t e n s i v e  ex p e r i e n c e  as a m i l i t a r y  tra i n i n g  ins t r u c t o r , th e  rat i o n a l e  

fo r th e  su b s e t  me t h o d  wa s  bo l s t e r e d  by  th e  pr i n c i p l e s  of rep e t i t i o n  an d  co n s i s t e n c y . 

Ac k n o w l e d g i n g  the  sh a r e d  co m m o n a l i t i e s  am o n g  ph y s i c a l  ab u s e , sex u a l  ab u s e , an d  

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  wi t h i n  the i r su b s e t s , th i s  str a t e g y  gu a r a n t e e d  a un i f i e d  an d  

un d e r s t a n d a b l e  fra m e w o r k  for  pr e s e n t i n g  co m p l e x  co n c e p t s  to a va r i e d  au d i e n c e . 

Ul t i m a t e l y , th e  ch o i c e  of me t h o d o l o g y  le d  to th e  sel e c t i o n  of a bl e n d e d  qu a l i t a t i v e  

an d  qu a n t i t a t i v e  re s e a r c h  de s i g n . Th i s  de c i s i o n  wa s  in ha r m o n y  wi t h  th e  pri m a r y  go a l  of 

cr e a t i n g  an  in - d e p t h , da y - l o n g  pr e s e n t a t i o n  aim e d  at ed u c a t i n g  an d  tra i n i n g  pa s t o r s  on  
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id e n t i f y i n g  an d  ad d r e s s i n g  po t e n t i a l  ca s e s  of ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e  wi t h i n  th e i r  

co n g r e g a t i o n s . In ad d i t i o n , it em p h a s i z e d  tea c h i n g  th e  ac c u r a t e  an d  la w f u l m e t h o d s  fo r 

re p o r t i n g  th e s e  ab u s e s  to th e  ap p r o p r i a t e  au t h o r i t i e s .  

 
O v e r a r c h i n g  Co n c l u s i o n s  

Re f l e c t i n g  on  ch a p s . 2, 3, an d  4, alo n g  wi t h  the  co n c l u s i o n s  dr a w n  fro m  th e  da t a  

in t e r p r e t a t i o n  in ch a p . 5, it is no w  po s s i b l e  to ide n t i f y  tw o  ov e r a r c h i n g  co n c l u s i o n s  fro m  

th e  pr o j e c t .  

F i r s t ,  we  in h a b i t a fa l l e n  wo r l d . In th i s  re a l m , ad v e r s e  ev e n t s  aff l i c t go o d  pe o p l e , 

an d  of t e n , the  in n o c e n t an d  de f e n s e l e s s  be c o m e  vi c t i m s  of tho s e  wi t h  ma l i c i o u s  in t e n t . 

Sc r i p t u r e  un e q u i v o c a l l y  sta t e s  tha t  sin c e  th e  fa l l of ou r fo r e b e a r e r s , Ad a m  an d  Ev e , we  

ha v e  inh e r i t e d  a na t u r a l te n d e n c y  to w a r d s  ev i l  an d  re b e l l i o n  ag a i n s t Go d ’ s  

co m m a n d m e n t s . Th e  ou t c o m e  of th e s e  un c h e c k e d  inc l i n a t i o n s  is th e  ev e n t u a l sp i r i t u a l  

an d  ph y s i c a l de g r a d a t i o n  of hu m a n i t y . Th i s  pa t t e r n  is co n s i s t e n t l y  de m o n s t r a t e d  in th e  

sc r i p t u r e s , as en t i r e  na t i o n s  fac e d  the  di r e  co n s e q u e n c e s  of de f y i n g  Go d ’ s  mo r a l  law s . 

Ne v e r t h e l e s s , in Hi s  me r c y  an d  lo v e  for  Hi s  cre a t i o n , Go d  ha s , th r o u g h o u t hi s t o r y , sen t  

rig h t e o u s  m e n  an d  wo m e n  to re v e a l  Hi s  tru e  ch a r a c t e r  an d  co m m a n d m e n t s . 

Fo r  fal l e n  hu m a n i t y , ad h e r i n g  to th o s e  pr e c e p t s  ha s  pro v e n  ea s i e r  sa i d  th a n  do n e . 

Ye t , in Hi s  bo u n d l e s s  m e r c y , Go d  pro v i d e d  ad d i t i o n a l  gu i d a n c e  an d  rev e l a t i o n  th r o u g h  

Hi s  wr i t t e n  W o r d . W i t h i n  th e  sc r i p t u r e s , spe c i f i c  ind i v i d u a l s  an d  na t i o n s  ar e  de p i c t e d  as  

eit h e r  be i n g  ble s s e d  bo t h  sp i r i t u a l l y  an d  ph y s i c a l l y  by  ob e y i n g  Go d ’ s  law s  or fa c i n g  dir e  

co n s e q u e n c e s  fo r th e i r  dis o b e d i e n c e . Th e  ac t s  of di s o b e d i e n c e  ch r o n i c l e d  in sc r i p t u r e  

of t e n  ex t e n d  be y o n d  th e  ini t i a l pe r p e t r a t o r , aff e c t i n g  th o s e  re l a t e d  to or in cl o s e  pr o x i m i t y  

to the m . Th i s  ty p i c a l l y  tri g g e r s  a do w n w a r d  sp i r a l  of m o r a l  de c l i n e  lea d i n g  to ru i n , un l e s s  
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di v i n e  in t e r v e n t i o n  ste p s  in to red e e m  an d  pu r i f y  th e  wr o n g d o e r s . Th i s  pa t t e r n  re c u r s  

th r o u g h o u t  scr i p t u r e , ult i m a t e l y  cu l m i n a t i n g  in Go d  Hi m s e l f  de p a r t i n g  Hi s  thr o n e , 

as s u m i n g  hu m a n  fo r m , an d  un d e r t a k i n g  th e  ult i m a t e  re s c u e  fro m  sin  an d  de a t h .  

Th e  se c o n d  the m e  ce n t e r s  on  th e  co n c e p t  of fre e  wi l l ,  im p l y i n g  tha t  ind i v i d u a l s  

m u s t  ch o o s e  to be  sav e d  an d  th e n  ac t i v e l y  co l l a b o r a t e  wi t h  th e i r  Cr e a t o r  to el i m i n a t e  sin  

fro m  the i r liv e s  an d  so c i e t y  (fa i t h  wi t h o u t wo r k s  is de a d ) . Ab u s e  rep r e s e n t s  a pri m a r y  

tac t i c  th e  en e m y  us e s  to de v a s t a t e  hu m a n i t y , wh o  is aw a r e  of its  de s t r u c t i v e  im p a c t . 

W h i l e  thi s  pro j e c t di d  no t ex p l o r e  al l fo r m s  of ab u s e , it’ s  im p o r t a n t to rec o g n i z e  tha t  

ev e r y  ty p e  ca n  ha v e  en d u r i n g  an d  ev e n  ge n e r a t i o n a l  co n s e q u e n c e s . Ho w e v e r , ph y s i c a l  

an d  se x u a l  ab u s e  ar e  the  m o s t re a d i l y  ide n t i f i a b l e , tra c k a b l e , an d  thu s , m o r e  ea s i l y  

re s e a r c h e d  an d  do c u m e n t e d , un l i k e  ot h e r  fo r m s  of ab u s e  su c h  as sp i r i t u a l  or em o t i o n a l .  

As  fo l l o w e r s  of Ch r i s t ,  we , as Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t s ,  sho u l d  fo s t e r a ch u r c h  

en v i r o n m e n t  th a t  sta n d s  in sta r k  co n t r a s t  to th e  wo r l d  ar o u n d  us . Ide a l l y , ph y s i c a l  an d  

se x u a l ab u s e  wo u l d  be un h e a r d  of or ex c e e d i n g l y  rar e  am o n g  ou r  me m b e r s . Ho w e v e r , 

gi v e n  th a t we  res i d e  in a fal l e n  wo r l d , we  m u s t an t i c i p a t e  the  en e m y ’ s  att a c k s  an d  be  

pr e p a r e d  to su p p o r t th e  vic t i m  an d  wh e n  th e  sit u a t i o n  al l o w s , the  pe r p e t r a t o r  as we l l .  Th e  

wa y s  in wh i c h  we  ca n  mo r e  eff e c t i v e l y  an d  pr a c t i c a l l y  ac c o m p l i s h  th i s  ar e  ou t l i n e d  in my  

re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  be l o w .  

 
Re c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

I ha v e  id e n t i f i e d  th r e e  rec o m m e n d a t i o n s  fo r fu r t h e r  ac t i o n  ba s e d  on  th i s  lim i t e d  

in t e r v e n t i o n  an d  re s e a r c h  pr o j e c t : 

1. Th e  lit e r a t u r e  re v i e w  rev e a l e d  a s ig n i f i c a n t  ga p  in re s e a r c h  ac r o s s  

de n o m i n a t i o n s  co n c e r n i n g  the  tra i n i n g  of pa s t o r s  to rec o g n i z e , ad d r e s s , an d  re p o r t ab u s e  
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am o n g  th e i r  m e m b e r s  to the  pr o p e r au t h o r i t i e s . Th i s  su b j e c t  ha s  lar g e l y  be e n  ov e r l o o k e d  

by  re s e a r c h e r s . W h i l e  nu m e r o u s  stu d i e s  ha v e  ex p l o r e d  inc i d e n t s  of ab u s e  by  cl e r g y  on  

th e i r  pa r i s h i o n e r s , I fo u n d  no  res e a r c h  fo c u s e d  on  tra i n i n g  cle r g y  to pr e v e n t  su c h  ab u s e  

wi t h i n  th e i r  co n g r e g a t i o n s . I rec o m m e n d  tha t  the  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t  Ch u r c h , 

pa r t i c u l a r l y  th e  Se m i n a r y  at An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y , de d i c a t e  mo r e  tim e  an d  re s o u r c e s  to 

ex p l o r i n g  the  po t e n t i a l  be n e f i t s — b o t h  sp i r i t u a l l y  an d  leg a l l y — o f  su c h  tra i n i n g  for  cu r r e n t  

an d  fu t u r e  pa s t o r a l  lea d e r s . 

2. Th r o u g h  my  di s c u s s i o n s  wi t h  co n f e r e n c e  off i c i a l s  wi t h i n  th e  No r t h  Am e r i c a n  

Di v i s i o n  (N A D ) of Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t s ,  it be c a m e  cle a r  tha t  Mi n i s t e r i a l Di r e c t o r s , 

Co n f e r e n c e  Pr e s i d e n t s , an d  ev e n  att o r n e y s  wo r k i n g  for  va r i o u s  co n f e r e n c e s  ar e  oft e n  

un a w a r e  of th e  sp e c i f i c  law s  reg a r d i n g  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  pr o c e d u r e s  wi t h i n  the i r 

ter r i t o r i e s . I su g g e s t im p l e m e n t i n g  m o r e  co m p r e h e n s i v e  tra i n i n g  for  all  up p e r 

m a n a g e m e n t po s i t i o n s  wi t h i n  th e  NA D  on  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  pr o c e d u r e s  wi t h i n  the i r 

ju r i s d i c t i o n . 

3. I wa s  im p r e s s e d  by  the  de d i c a t i o n  an d  re s o u r c e s  inv e s t e d  by  th e  NA D  in 

ce n t r a l i z i n g  in f o r m a t i o n  an d  leg a l ex p e r t i s e  thr o u g h  Ad v e n t i s t  Ri s k  M a n a g e m e n t  (A R M ) . 

Th e i r s ta f f  ex h i b i t e d  pr o f e s s i o n a l i s m  an d  a co m p r e h e n s i v e  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of m y  tra i n i n g  

co n t e n t . Ho w e v e r , th e r e  ap p e a r s  to be  a s ig n i f i c a n t  dis p a r i t y  be t w e e n  AR M ’ s  ex p e r t i s e  

an d  the  tra i n i n g  pr o v i d e d  to th e  av e r a g e  pa s t o r . Fo r m o s t pa s t o r s , the  on l y  co n n e c t i o n  to 

AR M  is a tw o - h o u r  on l i n e  lea r n i n g  mo d u l e  ca l l e d  “S h i e l d  th e  Vu l n e r a b l e , ”  wh i c h  co v e r s  

on l y  the  ba s i c s  of m y  tra i n i n g  an d  ap p e a r s  to fun c t i o n  m e r e l y  as a co m p l i a n c e  ch e c k b o x  

to pro t e c t  co n f e r e n c e s  leg a l l y . I pro p o s e  tha t  AR M  or an o t h e r  re l e v a n t en t i t y  sh o u l d  

br o a d e n  th e i r  ou t r e a c h  to in c l u d e  al l co n f e r e n c e s , off e r i n g  m o r e  de t a i l e d  tra i n i n g  on  the s e  
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cr u c i a l is s u e s . Gi v e n  th e  op p o r t u n i t y , I wo u l d  be  ea g e r to ex t e n d  m y  tra i n i n g  to 

co n f e r e n c e  pa s t o r s  an d  ad m i n i s t r a t o r s .  

 
Pe r s o n a l Tr a n s f o r m a t i o n  

Th i s  pro j e c t  ha s  ac c o m p a n i e d  m e  thr o u g h  six  ye a r s  of pe r s o n a l  gro w t h  an d  

de v e l o p m e n t . It ha s  be e n  a co n s t a n t am i d  va r i o u s  ca r e e r  sh i f t s  an d  ge o g r a p h i c  m o v e s . 

In i t i a l l y  m o t i v a t e d  by  a so m e w h a t se l f - c e n t e r e d  de s i r e  to att a i n  a Do c t o r of M i n i s t r y  

de g r e e , m y  pe r s p e c t i v e  ev o l v e d  as  the  pr o j e c t  pro g r e s s e d , tra n s f o r m i n g  int o  a ge n u i n e  

be l i e f  in th e  rig h t e o u s n e s s  of m y  wo r k . Ov e r  tim e , th e  dri v e  to co m p l e t e  th i s  pr o j e c t  

sh i f t e d  aw a y  fro m  th e  ac c o l a d e s  an d  tit l e s  it m i g h t ad d  to m y  re s u m e , foc u s i n g  ins t e a d  on  

th e  we l f a r e  an d  pr o t e c t i o n  of the  in d i v i d u a l s  at the  he a r t  of my  re s e a r c h . Co n s e q u e n t l y , 

th i s  jou r n e y  ha s  ma d e  me  a le s s  se l f i s h  pe r s o n . 

Ye s , th e  for m a l  sp a n  of th i s  pr o j e c t co v e r s  the  la s t  six  ye a r s , be g i n n i n g  in 20 1 8 , 

bu t  my  jo u r n e y  wi t h  it tru l y  sta r t e d  in 20 1 1 . It wa s  du r i n g  thi s  tim e  th a t I wa s  ne a r i n g  th e  

co m p l e t i o n  of my  un d e r g r a d u a t e  de g r e e  in Cr i m i n a l Ju s t i c e  at Ea s t e r n  W a s h i n g t o n  

Un i v e r s i t y . Pr e v i o u s l y , I ha d  co n s i d e r e d  be c o m i n g  a F is h  an d  W i l d l i f e  off i c e r  fo r 

W a s h i n g t o n  S ta t e . Ho w e v e r , as  gra d u a t i o n  ne a r e d , I be g a n  to lo s e  pe a c e  ab o u t th a t 

pr o s p e c t . On e  ni g h t wh i l e  att e n d i n g  a lar g e  no n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  bib l e  stu d y , I ran  in t o  an  

ol d  Ai r Fo r c e  ac q u a i n t a n c e  of mi n e  wh o  wa s  ta k i n g  on l i n e  se m i n a r y  co u r s e s  to be c o m e  a 

Na v y  Ch a p l a i n . W i t h  a lo s s  of m o t i v a t i o n  reg a r d i n g  m y  the n  cu r r e n t  pr o s p e c t s , a lo n g i n g  

to do  som e  typ e  of mi n i s t r y , an d  a de s i r e  to go  ba c k  to the  m i l i t a r y , I fe l t  tha t  att e n d i n g  

se m i n a r y  wa s  Go d ’ s  an s w e r  to m y  pr a y e r s . Sh o r t l y  the r e a f t e r in 20 1 2 , I gr a d u a t e d  fro m  

Ea s t e r n  W a s h i n g t o n  Un i v e r s i t y  an d  im m e d i a t e l y  en r o l l e d  in the  Se m i n a r y  at An d r e w s  
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Un i v e r s i t y  an d  m o v e d  to Be r r i e n  Sp r i n g s , M i c h i g a n  wi t h  th e  go a l of co m p l e t i n g  a M a s t e r 

of Di v i n i t y  an d  be c o m i n g  a Na v y  Ch a p l a i n .  

Du r i n g  my  in i t i a l  tw o  ye a r s  at se m i n a r y , I m a d e  co n s i d e r a b l e  str i d e s  tow a r d s  m y  

ne w  go a l . I ea r n e d  an  en d o r s e m e n t  fro m  Ad v e n t i s t Ch a p l a i n c y  M i n i s t r i e s , be g a n  

vo l u n t e e r i n g  an d  pr e a c h i n g  at a lo c a l  ch u r c h , an d  to en h a n c e  m y  ch a p l a i n c y  re s u m e , I 

sta r t e d  vo l u n t e e r i n g  at a pri s o n  in In d i a n a . In 20 1 3 , I wa s  ad m i t t e d  in t o  the  Na v y  

Re s e r v e s  th r o u g h  th e  Ch a p l a i n  Ca n d i d a t e  Pr o g r a m  an d  rec e i v e d  m y  co m m i s s i o n  as a 

Na v a l  off i c e r . By  20 1 5 , I ha d  gra d u a t e d  fro m  sem i n a r y  an d  ap p l i e d  fo r  a ful l - t i m e  

po s i t i o n  as  an  Ac t i v e  Du t y  Ch a p l a i n  wi t h  the  Na v y . At  tha t  mo m e n t , I fel t on  to p  of the  

wo r l d ! Th e  Na v y  ha d  flo w n  m e  to th e  Pe n t a g o n  fo r an  in t e r v i e w  sin c e  the y  we r e  fil l i n g  

fo u r po s i t i o n s  an d  on l y  int e r v i e w i n g  six  ca n d i d a t e s . W i t h  my  pr i o r  se r v i c e  an d  Sp e c i a l 

Op e r a t i o n s  ex p e r i e n c e , I wa s  co n f i d e n t  tha t  I wo u l d  be  on e  of the  se l e c t e d . 

Ho w e v e r , up o n  m e e t i n g  the  ot h e r  ca n d i d a t e s , my  co n f i d e n c e  wa v e r e d . Li k e  m e , 

th e y  ha d  pr i o r  m i l i t a r y  ex p e r i e n c e , bu t  the y  als o  po s s e s s e d  so m e t h i n g  I lac k e d :  ye a r s , an d  

in som e  ca s e s , de c a d e s  of po s t - s e m i n a r y  fu l l - t i m e  m i n i s t r y  ex p e r i e n c e . M y  ex p e r i e n c e  

wa s  lim i t e d  to pa r t - t i m e  vo l u n t e e r i n g  at a ch u r c h  an d  a pr i s o n . Co n s e q u e n t l y , I wa s  on e  

of the  tw o  ca n d i d a t e s  no t  ch o s e n . Th i s  in i t i a l l y  de v a s t a t e d  me . I wa s  tol d  tha t  to be  

co n s i d e r e d  in th e  fut u r e , I wo u l d  ne e d  at le a s t  tw o  ye a r s  of ful l - t i m e  m i n i s t r y  ex p e r i e n c e . 

Fo l l o w i n g  th i s  se t b a c k , I rea c h e d  ou t to ev e r y  En g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  Se v e n t h - d a y  

Ad v e n t i s t  co n f e r e n c e  in th e  wo r l d . M e a n w h i l e , I mo v e d  ba c k  int o  my  m o t h e r ’ s  ho u s e  an d  

re t u r n e d  to th e  far m i n g  job  I ha d  du r i n g  hi g h  sch o o l . At  31 , I wa s  bro k e , liv i n g  in m y  

m o t h e r ’ s  ba s e m e n t , an d  th e  bu t t  of jok e s  at wo r k . “W h e r e  di d  all  th a t  sc h o o l i n g  ge t yo u , 
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co l l e g e  bo y ?  Ri g h t  ba c k  wh e r e  yo u  sta r t e d  15  ye a r s  ag o . ”  In ad d i t i o n , it se e m e d  no  

co n f e r e n c e  wa s  int e r e s t e d  in m e , m a r k i n g  a dis h e a r t e n i n g  six  m o n t h s .  

In Ma y  20 1 6 , a se m i n a r y  fri e n d  m e s s a g e d  me  on  Fa c e b o o k , su g g e s t i n g  I ap p l y  for  

a po s i t i o n  at a loc a l ch u r c h  in Cl o v i s , Ca l i f o r n i a . De s p i t e  ha v i n g  se n t m y  res u m e  to 

ne a r l y  80  co n f e r e n c e s  wo r l d w i d e , inc l u d i n g  th e  on e  ov e r s e e i n g  th i s  ch u r c h , I ap p l i e d  

wi t h  lit t l e  ex p e c t a t i o n . Su r p r i s i n g l y , th e  ch u r c h  ex p r e s s e d  int e r e s t  in a vi d e o  m e e t i n g . Th e  

in i t i a l  dis c u s s i o n  wi t h  th e  ch u r c h  el d e r s  we n t  we l l ,  fo l l o w e d  by  a su b s e q u e n t vi d e o  

m e e t i n g  wi t h  the  Ce n t r a l Ca l i f o r n i a  Co n f e r e n c e  le a d e r s h i p . Th e  rol e  wa s  for  an  as s o c i a t e  

pa s t o r , su p p o r t e d  joi n t l y  by  the  co n f e r e n c e  an d  the  ch u r c h . I wa s  up f r o n t ab o u t  my  

as p i r a t i o n s  to be c o m e  a m i l i t a r y  ch a p l a i n  an d  m y  tw o - y e a r  ex p e r i e n c e  re q u i r e m e n t . Th e y  

re q u e s t e d  a th r e e - y e a r co m m i t m e n t , to wh i c h  I ag r e e d . 

Ab o u t  tw o  ye a r s  in t o  m y  ten u r e  at th e  ch u r c h , a Na v y  re c r u i t e r ,  un a w a r e  of m y  

ba c k g r o u n d , vi s i t e d  ou r ch u r c h  see k i n g  ch a p l a i n  ca n d i d a t e s  du e  to a sh o r t a g e . I saw  thi s  

as  a div i n e  s ig n  an d  fel t th a t m y  mo m e n t ha d  ar r i v e d . Aw a r e  th a t jo i n i n g  the  Na v y  co u l d  

tak e  ov e r  a ye a r , I ini t i a t e d  th e  ap p l i c a t i o n  pr o c e s s . Co n v e r s a t i o n s  wi t h  m i l i t a r y  ch a p l a i n s  

ha d  ma d e  it cl e a r  to me  th a t  m i l i t a r y  ch a p l a i n c y  is no t  on l y  co m p e t i t i v e  at en t r y  bu t  als o  

th r o u g h o u t  on e ’ s  ca r e e r , wi t h  th e  ris k  of di s m i s s a l  fo r no t  ac h i e v i n g  a ce r t a i n  ran k  wi t h i n  

a sp e c i f i e d  tim e f r a m e . 

On e  s tr a t e g y  to di s t i n g u i s h  my s e l f wa s  to pu r s u e  a do c t o r a l  de g r e e . Af t e r  

ex p e r i e n c i n g  se t b a c k s , I wa s  de t e r m i n e d  to s ta n d  ou t . Be l i e v i n g  tha t  a Do c t o r a t e  in 

Ch a p l a i n c y  wo u l d  be  a sig n i f i c a n t ad v a n t a g e  fo r se l e c t i o n  an d  re t e n t i o n  du r i n g  po t e n t i a l  

do w n s i z i n g , I en r o l l e d  in the  Do c t o r  of M i n i s t r y  in Ch a p l a i n c y  pr o g r a m , aim i n g  fo r 

ca r e e r  ad v a n c e m e n t in the  m i l i t a r y . In 20 1 8 , I wa s  ac c e p t e d  int o  the  D. M i n . pr o g r a m  at 
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An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y , an d  by  Au g u s t 20 1 9 , m y  thr e e - y e a r  co m m i t m e n t  to th e  ch u r c h  

wo u l d  co n c l u d e . Ev e r y t h i n g  se e m e d  to be  al i g n i n g  pe r f e c t l y .  

Ho w e v e r , in De c e m b e r  20 1 8 , a sk i i n g  ac c i d e n t wh i l e  wi t h  th e  ch u r c h  yo u t h  led  to 

a br o k e n  ar m . At th e  ho s p i t a l ,  af t e r  ad d r e s s i n g  m y  arm , I req u e s t e d  fu r t h e r  tes t s  fo r 

an o t h e r  is s u e  tha t  ha d  be e n  bo t h e r i n g  m e . Th e  dia g n o s i s  wa s  bl a d d e r ca n c e r . M y  

im m e d i a t e  co n c e r n  wa s n ’ t  the  ca n c e r  its e l f bu t  th e  fru s t r a t i o n  kn o w i n g  thi s  wo u l d  

di s q u a l i f y  m e  fro m  m i l i t a r y  ch a p l a i n c y , a go a l I ha d  pu r s u e d  s in c e  20 1 1 . In d e e d , the  

Na v y  la t e r  co n f i r m e d  I ne e d e d  to be  fiv e  ye a r s  ca n c e r - f r e e  to qu a l i f y . On c e  m o r e , m y  

as p i r a t i o n s  we r e  sh a t t e r e d , thi s  tim e  se e m i n g l y  m o r e  de f i n i t i v e l y . Th e  ca n c e r  wa s  low -

gr a d e  an d  no n - i n v a s i v e , an d  I un d e r w e n t s im p l e  su r g e r y  for  its  rem o v a l . It fel t as  tho u g h  

Go d  wa s  clo s i n g  a do o r  I de s p e r a t e l y  wa n t e d  to pa s s  th r o u g h . 

It wa s  th e n  tha t  I be g a n  a ne w  s tr u g g l e , wh a t  to do  wi t h  my s e l f ?  I wa s  am b i v a l e n t 

ab o u t a lif e l o n g  pa s t o r a l  ca r e e r , ye t  I ha d  al r e a d y  in v e s t e d  in th e  fir s t se m e s t e r  of my  

Do c t o r a t e  of M i n i s t r y  an d  th e  tra v e l fro m  Ca l i f o r n i a  to F lo r i d a  fo r  the  in i t i a l  cla s s e s . Th e  

de c i s i o n  to pr o c e e d  wa s  inf l u e n c e d  by  the  af f o r d a b i l i t y  of the  de g r e e , sub s i d i z e d  by  th e  

No r t h  Am e r i c a n  Di v i s i o n , an d  th e  ab s e n c e  of an y  al t e r n a t i v e  ca r e e r  pla n . It wa s n ’ t un t i l 

m y  sec o n d  we e k  of cla s s e s  th a t I fo u n d  my  di s s e r t a t i o n  fo c u s . I id e n t i f i e d  a pe r v a s i v e  

is s u e  wi t h i n  m y  ow n  an d  ma n y  ot h e r ch u r c h e s  th a t ha d  be e n  ov e r l o o k e d  in sem i n a r y  

ed u c a t i o n : ab u s e , pri m a r i l y  se x u a l ab u s e . M y  de c i s i o n  to tac k l e  th i s  se n s i t i v e  su b j e c t  wa s  

no t  wi t h o u t  res e r v a t i o n s , pa r t i c u l a r l y  gi v e n  the  co n t e m p o r a r y  pr o m i n e n c e  of th e  “M e  To o  

M o v e m e n t , ”  wh i c h  m i g h t  ha v e  ma d e  m y  ma l e  pe r s p e c t i v e  co n t r o v e r s i a l  as th e  mo v e m e n t 

wa s  so l e l y  foc u s e d  on  wo m e n  rep o r t i n g  se x u a l ab u s e  fro m  me n . In ad d i t i o n , I ha r b o r e d  

co n c e r n s  ab o u t be i n g  mi s p e r c e i v e d  du e  to the  na t u r e  of my  re s e a r c h . I did  no t  wa n t  to be  
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th o u g h t of as so m e  sor t  of pe r v e r t  wh o  ch o s e  to fo c u s  his  res e a r c h  on  a se x u a l to p i c . To  

m i t i g a t e  the s e  co n c e r n s  an d  br o a d e n  the  sc o p e  of m y  stu d y , I in c l u d e d  ph y s i c a l ab u s e  an d  

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  pro c e d u r e s , wh i c h  be c a m e  in d i s p e n s a b l e  to ad d r e s s i n g  an d  

un d e r s t a n d i n g  se x u a l ab u s e .   

Th i s  pro j e c t  be g a n  to se r v e  a pu r p o s e  be y o n d  me r e  ca r e e r ad v a n c e m e n t . W i t h o u t 

th i s  sp e c i f i c  to p i c , I do u b t I wo u l d  ha v e  pu r s u e d  the  pr o j e c t  to co m p l e t i o n , as  my  dr i v e  

fo r a do c t o r a l  de g r e e  wa s  no  lo n g e r  ca r e e r - m o t i v a t e d . Ha v i n g  to ab a n d o n  my  m i l i t a r y  

ch a p l a i n c y  asp i r a t i o n s , I so u g h t a ne w  fo c u s  for  m y  eff o r t s .  As  so m e o n e  di a g n o s e d  wi t h  

AD H D , I of t e n  s tr u g g l e  to co n c e n t r a t e  on  un i n t e r e s t i n g  su b j e c t s . Ho w e v e r , thi s  pr o j e c t  

en g a g e d  me  to a de g r e e  I co n s i d e r  am o n g  my  hi g h e s t  ac h i e v e m e n t s .  

I als o  se n s e  th a t m u c h  of th i s  pr o j e c t ’ s  m a t e r i a l  wa s  pro v i d e n t i a l l y  pro v i d e d . Th e  

tim e l y  co n v e r g e n c e  of ce r t a i n  in f o r m a t i o n  an d  ev e n t s  se e m e d  to o  co i n c i d e n t a l  to be  m e r e  

ch a n c e . I be l i e v e  Go d  wa s  gu i d i n g  th i s  pr o j e c t ,  as  we l l  as  my  ca r e e r  pa t h , in 

ex t r a o r d i n a r y  wa y s , arr a n g i n g  ev e n t s  wi t h  a fo r e s i g h t  I co u l d  on l y  ap p r e c i a t e  in 

hi n d s i g h t .  

W i t h o u t  cle a r ca r e e r am b i t i o n s , I ex t e n d e d  my  s ta y  at th e  ch u r c h  int o  a fou r t h  

ye a r , wh i c h  le d  to m y  ord i n a t i o n — a  mi l e s t o n e  I wo u l d n ’ t ha v e  re a c h e d  ha d  I lef t as  

in i t i a l l y  pl a n n e d . Th i s  ad d i t i o n a l  ye a r al l o w e d  me  to tru l y  em b r a c e  m y  mi n i s t r y , 

en h a n c i n g  bo t h  my  ex p e r i e n c e  an d  my  co n g r e g a t i o n ’ s  en g a g e m e n t  sig n i f i c a n t l y  mo r e  

th a n  in th e  pr e v i o u s  ye a r s . 

Du r i n g  the  Co v i d  pa n d e m i c , as th e  co n f e r e n c e  fa c e d  fin a n c i a l  co n s t r a i n t s  le a d i n g  

to the  eli m i n a t i o n  of all  ass o c i a t e  pa s t o r  rol e s  an d  po t e n t i a l la y o f f s , my  po s i t i o n  wa s  no t 
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on l y  sec u r e  bu t al s o  po i s e d  for  a pro m o t i o n  to a se n i o r pa s t o r  of a tw o - c h u r c h  dis t r i c t 

so u t h  of Cl o v i s , Ca l i f o r n i a . 

Ho w e v e r , I ha d  rec e n t l y  be g u n  to en v i s i o n  a di f f e r e n t  pa t h  fo r  my s e l f .  W i t h  m y  

ba c k g r o u n d  in Cr i m i n a l  Ju s t i c e  an d  re w a r d i n g  ex p e r i e n c e s  in pr i s o n  m i n i s t r y  du r i n g  

se m i n a r y , I sta r t e d  to co n s i d e r th a t pe r h a p s  Go d  ha d  oth e r  pl a n s  fo r  my  lif e . Pri s o n  

ch a p l a i n c y  be c a m e  my  ne w  di r e c t i o n . In m y  fin a l ye a r  at th e  ch u r c h , I ap p l i e d  to th e  

Fe d e r a l  Bu r e a u  of Pr i s o n s , bu t  the  pa n d e m i c  ha d  sig n i f i c a n t l y  slo w e d  th e  hir i n g  pr o c e s s . 

Co n f e r e n c e  of f i c i a l s  we r e  pr e p a r i n g  fo r m y  tra n s f e r  to an o t h e r di s t r i c t ,  wh i c h  wo u l d  ha v e  

en t a i l e d  a le n g t h y  co m m i t m e n t fro m  m e . In s t e a d , wi t h  the  Bu r e a u ’ s  hi r i n g  on  pa u s e , I 

so u g h t a te m p o r a r y  ro l e  as  an  int e r n  ho s p i t a l  ch a p l a i n  wi t h  th e  De p a r t m e n t  of Ve t e r a n s  

Af f a i r s  in Jo h n s o n  Ci t y , Te n n e s s e e . I wa s  ac c e p t e d  an d , in Au g u s t of 20 2 0 , lef t m y  

pa s t o r a l po s i t i o n  in Cl o v i s  af t e r  fo u r ye a r s  of se r v i c e . 

Ov e r  th e  ne x t  sev e n  m o n t h s , I wo r k e d  ful l - t i m e  at th e  Ve t e r a n s  Af f a i r s  ho s p i t a l ,  

co m p l e t i n g  tw o  un i t s  of Cl i n i c a l  Pa s t o r a l Ed u c a t i o n  an d  ac q u a i n t i n g  m y s e l f  wi t h  th e  

nu a n c e s  of ch a p l a i n c y , in an t i c i p a t i o n  of a ro l e  wi t h  the  Bu r e a u  of Pr i s o n s . By  Ma y  20 2 1 , 

I wa s  hir e d  as a Ch a p l a i n  at a hig h - s e c u r i t y  fe d e r a l  pe n i t e n t i a r y  in No r t h e a s t e r n  

Pe n n s y l v a n i a . W h i l e  th e  are a  its e l f  m i g h t  no t be  m y  ide a l ,  the  nu m e r o u s  div i n e  

cir c u m s t a n c e s  I en c o u n t e r e d  aff i r m e d  m y  ca l l i n g  to thi s  pla c e  fo r th e  pre s e n t . Th e  pr i s o n  

m i n i s t r y  ha s  be e n  pr o f o u n d l y  fu l f i l l i n g , an d  I wa s  ho n o r e d  wi t h  a pr o m o t i o n  to 

Su p e r v i s o r y  Ch a p l a i n  wi t h i n  tw o  ye a r s .  

In ad d i t i o n  to my  wo r k  at the  pr i s o n , I als o  se r v e  as  a gu e s t  sp e a k e r  th r e e  to fo u r  

tim e s  a m o n t h  at a str u g g l i n g  Ad v e n t i s t ch u r c h  in Bi n g h a m t o n , Ne w  Yo r k , an d  am  al s o  

em p l o y e d  pa r t - t i m e  as  a ho s p i t a l  ch a p l a i n  in Sc r a n t o n , Pe n n s y l v a n i a . Fo r  the  fir s t tim e  in 
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m y  lif e , I fin d  m y s e l f wi t h o u t  an y  im m e d i a t e  ca r e e r  am b i t i o n s  or go a l s , wh i c h , af t e r  ye a r s  

of rel e n t l e s s  ef f o r t ,  bri n g s  me  an  un f a m i l i a r  ye t we l c o m e d  pe a c e . Th e  jo u r n e y  s in c e  20 1 1 , 

wi t h  its  nu m e r o u s  tri a l s  an d  gr o w t h  fac i l i t a t e d  by  thi s  pro j e c t ,  ha v e  gro w n  my  co n f i d e n c e  

an d  tru s t in Go d . W h e t h e r He  ma i n t a i n s  m y  cu r r e n t ci r c u m s t a n c e s  or sh u t s  a do o r  tha t  I 

wa n t  to wa l k  th r o u g h , I do n ’ t th i n k  I wi l l be  as  cru s h e d  as  I m i g h t  ha v e  be e n  be f o r e . 

Th r o u g h  all  thi s , He  ha s  de v e l o p e d  my  ch a r a c t e r  an d  m i n d s e t  in tw o  pr i m a r y  wa y s . F ir s t ,  

in the  att a i n m e n t of a de g r e e  of sel f l e s s n e s s  th a t  de v e l o p e d  th r o u g h  th i s  pr o j e c t  an d  its  

co n t e n t . An d  se c o n d l y , th r o u g h  my  str u g g l e s  an d  str i v i n g s  sin c e  20 1 1 , wh i c h  de v e l o p e d  a 

co n t e n t m e n t  an d  tru s t in Go d  th a t He  ha s  Hi s  be s t pl a n n e d  fo r  me . 

 
A Fi n a l  W o r d  

W h y  sh o u l d  th e  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t Ch u r c h  in v e s t  in fu r t h e r  tra i n i n g  fo r its  

pa s t o r s  on  rec o g n i z i n g  an d  rep o r t i n g  ab u s e  am o n g  its  m e m b e r s ?  Th i s  stu d y  ha s  sho w n  

th a t  pa s t o r s  are  ge n e r a l l y  no t  tra i n e d  ad e q u a t e l y  in the s e  cri t i c a l ar e a s , an d  wh e n  tra i n i n g  

is pr o v i d e d , it ten d s  to be  m i n i m a l  an d  ins u f f i c i e n t  for  eq u i p p i n g  the m  to ha n d l e  rea l -

wo r l d  sit u a t i o n s . Th r o u g h o u t  thi s  res e a r c h , I’v e  en g a g e d  wi t h  nu m e r o u s  ch u r c h  me m b e r s  

af f e c t e d  by  ab u s e  an d  wi t n e s s e d  fir s t h a n d  the  de v a s t a t i n g  im p a c t  it ha s  on  vi c t i m s , as  

we l l as  on  th e  ch u r c h  co m m u n i t i e s  an d  sc h o o l s  co n n e c t e d  to the m . It’ s  im p e r a t i v e  tha t  

th e  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t Ch u r c h  tak e s  a pr o a c t i v e  s ta n c e  in pre v e n t i n g  fu r t h e r  ab u s e . I 

am  co n v i n c e d  tha t  eq u i p p i n g  ou r sh e p h e r d s  wi t h  the  we a p o n  of kn o w l e d g e  is the  m o s t 

ef f e c t i v e  str a t e g y  fo r  thi s  en d e a v o r . 
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IR B  Ap p l i c a t i o n  

Ti t l e  an d  Pu r p o s e  of the  S t u d y  

Th e  tit l e  of the  pr o j e c t  is “F a c i l i t a t i n g  Ap p r o p r i a t e  Cl e r g y  Re s p o n s e s  to Ab u s e  in 

th e  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  of Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t s . ”  Th e  tas k  of thi s  pro j e c t is to tra i n  

pa s t o r s  ho w  to  id e n t i f y  p h y s i c a l a n d  se x u a l a b u s e  a m o n g  th e i r  me m b e r s  a n d  h o w  to 

a p p l y  th e  co r r e c t  ma n d a t o r y  r e p o r t i n g  la w s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  su r r o u n d i n g  su c h  in c i d e n t s .  

Th e  tr a i n i n g  wi l l b e co n d u c t e d  d u r i n g  a on e - d a y  tr a i n i n g  se m i n a r  f or  p a s t o r s  d u r i n g  on e  

of th e i r  i n - p e r s o n  tr a i n i n g  se s s i o n s .  I pl a n  to g a u g e  th e i r  k n o w l e d g e  p r i o r  to th e  tr a i n i n g  

w i t h  a te s t  of p o s s i b l e  sc e n a r i o s  th e y  ma y  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  h a v e  th e m  wr i t e  h o w  th e y  

w o u l d  re s p o n d  to th e  sc e n a r i o .  Th e  n e x t  si x  h o u r s  wo u l d  b e tr a i n i n g  vi a  Po w e r - P o i n t  

p r e s e n t a t i o n . Fi n a l l y ,  I wo u l d  re - t e s t  th e m , wh i c h  wo u l d  ul t i m a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e  wh e t h e r  

th e  tr a i n i n g  wa s  b e n e f i c i a l or  n o t .     

 
Su b j e c t s  

Th e  ta r g e t  gro u p  th a t wi l l be  th e  foc u s  of the  pr o j e c t ar e  the  pa s t o r s  wi t h i n  th e  

W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e  of Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t s .  Th i s  gr o u p  of ro u g h l y  20 – 4 0  pa s t o r s  

wi l l be  th e  so l e  de m o g r a p h i c  of the  re s e a r c h . Th e  gro u p  co n s i s t s  of pa s t o r s  wi t h  at lea s t  a 

Ba c h e l o r ’ s  in Th e o l o g y . M o s t  of the  pa s t o r s  in th e  gro u p  ar e  als o  wo r k i n g  on  th e i r  

M a s t e r s  of M i n i s t r y , ha v e  the i r M a s t e r  of M i n i s t r y  or ha v e  the i r M a s t e r  of Di v i n i t y . Al l  

th e s e  pa s t o r s  ha v e  a m i n i s t e r i a l  lic e n s e , is s u e d  by  th e  co n f e r e n c e  to pr a c t i c e . Th e  No r t h  

Am e r i c a n  Di v i s i o n  req u i r e s  fo u r ye a r s  of fu l l - t i m e  m i n i s t r y  po s t - m a s t e r ’ s  de g r e e  to be  

co n s i d e r e d  for  or d i n a t i o n . M o s t of the  un - o r d a i n e d  pa s t o r s  ha v e  m o r e  th a n  fou r  ye a r s  fu l l  

tim e  ex p e r i e n c e  bu t  lac k  a co m p l e t e d  m a s t e r ’ s  de g r e e . 
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Re c r u i t i n g  

Th e  pr o j e c t  wi l l  tak e  pl a c e  in the  fo r m  of a 6-h o u r  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  in a cl a s s r o o m  

wi t h  ap p r o x i m a t e l y  20 - 4 0  pa s t o r s  in att e n d a n c e . In the  W i s c o n s i n  co n f e r e n c e , th e  pa s t o r s  

ar e  re q u i r e d  to att e n d  th r e e  tra i n i n g  ses s i o n s  pe r  ye a r  un t i l  the y  ob t a i n  or d i n a t i o n  

cr e d e n t i a l s  fro m  th e i r  re s p e c t i v e  co n f e r e n c e s . Th e  pa s t o r s ’  tra i n i n g s  us u a l l y  co n s i s t of 

va r i o u s  top i c s  to pr e p a r e  th e m  fo r th e  dif f i c u l t i e s  th e y  ma y  en c o u n t e r  in the i r m i n i s t r y . 

Th e  m i n i s t e r i a l  dir e c t o r  of th e  co n f e r e n c e  is res p o n s i b l e  to co o r d i n a t e  the  pa s t o r a l  

tra i n i n g  se s s i o n s .  

 
Co n s e n t  

Al l  sub j e c t s  wi l l  be  pr e s e n t e d  an in f o r m e d  co n s e n t  for m  at th e  on s e t  of th e  

tra i n i n g  se s s i o n . Af t e r  re a d i n g  th e  in f o r m e d  co n s e n t , the  in d i v i d u a l wi l l ha v e  th e  

op p o r t u n i t y  to eit h e r pa r t i c i p a t e  or no t  wi t h  th e  tes t i n g  po r t i o n  of the  tra i n i n g  se m i n a r .  

 
Vo l u n t a r y  Pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

In my  pr o t o c o l , pa r t i c i p a t i o n  in th e  tes t i n g  po r t i o n  wi l l  be  vo l u n t a r y  an d  

pa r t i c i p a n t s  wi l l be  fre e  to lea v e  th e  te s t sh e e t bl a n k . Ho w e v e r , att e n d a n c e  in a ce r t a i n  

nu m b e r  of co n f e r e n c e  tra i n i n g  cla s s e s  pe r  ye a r  is us u a l l y  a req u i r e m e n t  for  em p l o y m e n t  

wi t h i n  th e  co n f e r e n c e  an d  or to be  co n s i d e r e d  for  or d i n a t i o n . As  th e  ins t r u c t o r of th e  

cla s s , I ho l d  no  ac c o u n t a b i l i t y  ov e r  the  at t e n d e e . At t e n d a n c e  in th e  cla s s  ma y , ho w e v e r , 

be  req u i r e d  by  th e  co n f e r e n c e ’ s  m i n i s t e r i a l di r e c t o r .  

 
Pr o c e d u r e s  

Th e  pr o j e c t  wi l l  be  ev a l u a t e d  by  m e a s u r i n g  th e  cle r g y ’ s  se l f - r e p o r t e d  kn o w l e d g e  

th r o u g h  a se r i e s  of wr i t t e n  qu e s t i o n s  an d  sc e n a r i o s  at th e  be g i n n i n g  of th e  tra i n i n g  
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se s s i o n . Th e s e  qu e s t i o n s  wi l l in c l u d e  th e i r  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of sig n s , sym p t o m s , an d  

m a n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  law s  re g a r d i n g  ph y s i c a l  an d  sex u a l  ab u s e . At th e  co n c l u s i o n  of the  

6- h o u r tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  th e  pa s t o r s  wi l l al s o  be gi v e n  the  sa m e  wr i t t e n  qu e s t i o n s  tha t  wi l l  

be  us e d  to de t e r m i n e  if th e i r  kn o w l e d g e  on  the  su b j e c t s  pr e s e n t e d  ha s  ch a n g e d  as  a res u l t 

of the  da y s  ed u c a t i o n  an d  tra i n i n g . Ul t i m a t e l y , th e  di f f e r e n c e  be t w e e n  th e  tw o  kn o w l e d g e  

ex a m s  wi l l be  us e d  to de t e r m i n e  wh e t h e r  the  tra i n i n g  is be n e f i c i a l fo r  the  pa s t o r a l 

ed u c a t i o n a l tra c t  tow a r d s  or d i n a t i o n  or for  fu r t h e r re s e a r c h .  

To  ac c o m p l i s h  th e  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n , I ha v e  tak e n  da t a  fro m  pe e r - r e v i e w e d  res e a r c h  

in the  ar e a s  of ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e  an d  its  eff e c t s  alo n g  wi t h  co n s u l t a t i o n  fro m  

tra i n e d  pro f e s s i o n a l s  an d  sim p l i f i e d  it in a wa y  tha t  is m o r e  ea s i l y  un d e r s t a n d a b l e  an d  

id e n t i f i a b l e  Af t e r th e  ini t i a l te s t i n g  of th e  pa s t o r s , th e  tra i n i n g  wi l l  co m m e n c e .  

 
Ou t l i n e  fo r th e  Le s s o n  

Th e  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  wi l l be  co n d u c t e d  as  fol l o w s : 

In t r o d u c t i o n  of Sp e a k e r   

At t e n t i o n :   
  Va g u e  s to r y  of wh a t  ha p p e n e d  in Co n f e r e n c e  ye a r s  be f o r e  
M o t i v a t i o n :  
O v e r v i e w :   W r i t t e n  tes t i n g  of au d i e n c e  

Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n  bre a k  
Bo d y :  

1 .  Re s e a r c h  (C h a p t e r 3 Li t e r a t u r e  re l a t e d  to Ab u s e )  
 At t e n t i o n  
 M o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Bo d y  

A .  Ph y s i c a l  Ab u s e   
A1  De f i n i t i o n s   
A2  St a t i s t i c s  
A3  In d i c a t o r s  
A4  Ca u s e s  
A5  Ef f e c t s  
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A6  Gr o u p  Sh a r i n g  
Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n  bre a k  

 
B .  Se x u a l Ab u s e  

B1  De f i n i t i o n s   
B2  St a t i s t i c s  
B3  In d i c a t o r s  
B4  Ca u s e s  
B5  Ef f e c t s  
B6  Gr o u p  Sh a r i n g   

 Re m o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Cl o s u r e  

Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n  bre a k  
 

2 .  Bi b l i c a l (C h a p t e r 2 Ge n e r a t i o n a l S i n )  
 At t e n t i o n  
 M o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Bo d y  

A .  Ge n e r a t i o n a l S i n   
B.  Ad a m  an d  Ev e  
C.  Ab r a h a m , Isa a c  an d  Ja c o b   

 Re m o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Cl o s u r e  

Tr a n s i t i o n :  1 ho u r br e a k  for  lu n c h  
 

3 .  Le g a l  (C h a p t e r 3 Li t e r a t u r e  re l a t e d  to Ab u s e )  
 At t e n t i o n  
 M o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Bo d y  

A .  M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t i n g  
A1  Ch i l d  Ab u s e  

•  De f i n i t i o n s  
•  La w s 
•  Sc e n a r i o s  an d  Inp u t  fro m  At t o r n e y   

Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n  bre a k  
 

A2  Do m e s t i c  Vi o l e n c e  
•  De f i n i t i o n s  
•  La w s 
•  Sc e n a r i o s  an d  Inp u t  fro m  At t o r n e y  
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A3  El d e r  an d  De p e n d e n t Ab u s e  
•  De f i n i t i o n s  
•  La w s 
•  Sc e n a r i o s  an d  Inp u t  fro m  At t o r n e y  

 
 Re m o t i v a t i o n  
 Ov e r v i e w  
 Cl o s u r e  

Tr a n s i t i o n :  10  mi n u t e  br e a k  
 

Re m o t i v a t i o n :  W r i t t e n  te s t i n g  of au d i e n c e  
O v e r v i e w :   
Cl o s u r e : 

 
 

Ri s k  

Th e  le v e l  of ris k  for  the  pa r t i c i p a n t  wi l l  be  ex t r e m e l y  low . Th e  su r v e y s  wi l l  be  

an o n y m o u s  an d  all  th a t  wi l l be  kn o w n  is wh a t  “a ”  pa s t o r , no t  “th e ”  sp e c i f i c  pa s t o r  

an s w e r e d  on  a pa r t i c u l a r  qu e s t i o n  to an  in d i s c r i m i n a t e  sc e n a r i o . Th e r e  are  ho w e v e r , tw o  

ris k  fa c t o r s  th a t I ca n  po t e n t i a l l y  fo r e s e e . Th e  fir s t in v o l v e s  a pa s t o r  wh o  ha s  en c o u n t e r e d  

eit h e r  ph y s i c a l or sex u a l  ab u s e  th e m s e l v e s  an d  m a y  be  tri g g e r e d  by  so m e  of th e  co n t e n t  

co v e r e d  in the  pr e s e n t a t i o n . In an t i c i p a t i o n  of thi s  ev e n t  oc c u r r i n g , I wi l l be g i n  wi t h  a 

wa r n i n g  be f o r e  the  pr e s e n t a t i o n  be g i n s  co n c e r n i n g  the  co n t e n t . I wi l l  als o  pr o v i d e  a 

co n t a c t  to tw o  di f f e r e n t th e r a p i s t s  sho u l d  th e  co n t e n t of the  pr e s e n t a t i o n  br i n g  up  an y  

lin g e r i n g  m e n t a l  tur m o i l in th e  in d i v i d u a l .  Dr . P ie r r e  S t e e n b e r g  (D . M i n , Ph . D . , BC C C ) is 

a ce r t i f i e d  m a r r i a g e  an d  fa m i l y  co u n s e l o r wh o  ha s  al r e a d y  vo l u n t e e r e d  his  se r v i c e s  fo r  

fre e  sh o u l d  th i s  ev e n t  oc c u r . Dr . An n - M a r i e  Bu c h a n a n  (P h . D . , LM S W , M S W ) ha s  als o  

vo l u n t e e r e d  he r  se r v i c e s  as  we l l .   

Th e  se c o n d  ris k  fac t o r th a t co u l d  po s s i b l y  oc c u r  is a po t e n t i a l  mi s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

by  m y s e l f or m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the  at t e n d e e  reg a r d i n g  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  la w s . 

Th e s e  ca n  va r y  gr e a t l y  fro m  s ta t e  to sta t e  es p e c i a l l y  re g a r d i n g  do m e s t i c  vio l e n c e . To  
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co m b a t  the s e  po t e n t i a l  fal s e  rep r e s e n t a t i o n s , I ha v e  co n s u l t e d  att o r n e y s  fro m  Ad v e n t i s t  

Ri s k  Ma n a g e m e n t  re g a r d i n g  the  co n t e n t  of my  tra i n i n g . Al t h o u g h  the  la w y e r s  ar e  he s i t a n t  

to giv e  an y  dir e c t an s w e r s  to hy p o t h e t i c a l sc e n a r i o s  be c a u s e  the y  on l y  giv e  le g a l  ad v i c e  

on  a ca s e - b y - c a s e  ba s i s , no  ne g a t i v e  fee d b a c k  reg a r d i n g  m y  pr e s e n t a t i o n  of th e  law s  an d  

pr o c e d u r e s  in th e  are a s  of ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l  ab u s e  in v o l v i n g  m i n o r s  an d  th e  eld e r l y  

we r e  of co n c e r n  to th e m . Re g a r d i n g  dif f e r e n t s ta t e  law s  sur r o u n d i n g  wi d e l y  dif f e r e n t  

re p o r t i n g  pr o c e d u r e s  fo r do m e s t i c  vi o l e n c e , I ha v e  co n s u l t e d  th e  W i s c o n s i n  sta t e s  s ta t u t e . 

I am  al s o  as k i n g  th e  att o r n e y  fro m  th e  co n f e r e n c e  to rev i e w  m y  rep r e s e n t a t i o n  of the  la w s  

be f o r e  pr e s e n t a t i o n  an d  or be  pr e s e n t  du r i n g  th e  se c t i o n  re g a r d i n g  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  to 

co r r e c t an y  po s s i b l e  wr o n g  art i c u l a t i o n  of cu r r e n t re p o r t i n g  law s .  

 
Da t a  Co l l e c t i n g  

Th e  pr o j e c t  wi l l  be  ev a l u a t e d  th r o u g h  us e  of sur v e y s  by  me a s u r i n g  th e  cl e r g y ’ s  

se l f - r e p o r t e d  kn o w l e d g e . A se r i e s  of wr i t t e n  qu e s t i o n s  an d  sc e n a r i o s  at th e  be g i n n i n g  of 

th e  tra i n i n g  ses s i o n  wi l l m e a s u r e  th e  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of s ig n s , sym p t o m s , an d  ma n d a t o r y  

re p o r t i n g  la w s  reg a r d i n g  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e . At  the  en d  of the  6- h o u r tra i n i n g  

se s s i o n  the  pa s t o r s  wi l l  als o  be  gi v e n  s im i l a r  wr i t t e n  qu e s t i o n s  th a t  wi l l be  us e d  to 

de t e r m i n e  if th e i r  kn o w l e d g e  on  th e  su b j e c t s  pr e s e n t e d  ha s  ch a n g e d  be c a u s e  of th e  da y ’ s  

ed u c a t i o n  an d  tra i n i n g . Ul t i m a t e l y , th e  dif f e r e n c e  be t w e e n  th e  tw o  kn o w l e d g e  ex a m s wi l l  

be  us e d  to de t e r m i n e  wh e t h e r th e  tra i n i n g  is be n e f i c i a l fo r th e  pa s t o r a l ed u c a t i o n a l tra c t  

to w a r d s  or d i n a t i o n . Th e  da t a  wi l l  be  co l l e c t e d  in the  co n f e r e n c e ’ s  Ex e c u t i v e  Tr a i n i n g  

Ro o m . Th e  su r v e y s  wi l l be  co l l e c t e d  by  m y s e l f .  Vi d e o  an d  au d i o  rec o r d i n g  wi l l no t  be  

us e d .  
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Se c u r i n g  of Da t a  

Da t a  co l l e c t i o n  in th e  tra i n i n g  ses s i o n  wi l l  be do n e  th r o u g h  a se r i e s  of be f o r e  an d  

af t e r  tra i n i n g  qu e s t i o n s . Th e  pa s t o r s  wi l l be  in s t r u c t e d  to en t e r th e i r  na m e  an d  em a i l  on  

th e  qu e s t i o n n a i r e  bu t  wi l l  als o  be  inf o r m e d  th a t th e i r  ide n t i t i e s  wi l l re m a i n  an o n y m o u s . 

Th e  qu e s t i o n s  giv e n  be f o r e  th e  tra i n i n g  tak e s  pla c e  wi l l  in c l u d e  dif f e r e n t  hy p o t h e t i c a l 

sc e n a r i o s  su r r o u n d i n g  ch u r c h  m e m b e r s  rep o r t i n g  or dis p l a y i n g  dif f e r e n t  ea r m a r k s  of 

ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l  ab u s e . Ea c h  sc e n a r i o  wi l l  ha v e  wr i t e - i n  an s w e r s  re g a r d i n g  ea c h  

sc e n a r i o . Co r r e c t  an s w e r s  wi l l  no t  be gi v e n  to th o s e  in at t e n d a n c e  un t i l th e  sec o n d  ro u n d s  

of sce n a r i o  qu e s t i o n s  ha v e  be e n  an s w e r e d  an d  tur n e d  int o  the  te s t  ad m i n i s t r a t o r  (m y s e l f ) .  

Th e  da t a  wi l l be  s to r e d  on  a pa s s w o r d  pro t e c t e d  co m p u t e r an d  ha r d  co p i e s  of the  tes t s  

wi l l be  ke p t in a sec u r e  fil e  ca b i n e t lo c a t e d  in m y  wo r k  of f i c e  (a fe d e r a l  pri s o n ) . 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

AP P E N D I X  B 
 
 

IN F O R M E D  CO N S E N T  FO R M  
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An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y  

Do c t o r  of M i n i s t r y  

IN F O R M E D  CO N S E N T  FO R M  

Re s e a r c h  Ti t l e :  Fa c i l i t a t i n g  ap p r o p r i a t e  cle r g y  re s p o n s e s  to ab u s e  in the  W i s c o n s i n  
Co n f e r e n c e  of Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t s  
 
De a r  Pa r t i c i p a n t :  

Yo u  ar e  inv i t e d  to pa r t i c i p a t e  in a res e a r c h  s tu d y . Its  pu r p o s e  is to inv e s t i g a t e  th e  

ef f e c t i v e n e s s  of tra i n i n g  pa s t o r s  in th e  are a s  of id e n t i f y i n g  an d  re p o r t i n g  ph y s i c a l  an d  

se x u a l ab u s e  am o n g  m e m b e r s  of the i r  res p e c t i v e  co n g r e g a t i o n s  wi t h i n  the  W i s c o n s i n  

Co n f e r e n c e . To  da t e , no  suc h  re s e a r c h  stu d y  wi t h i n  th e  Se v e n t h - d a y  Ad v e n t i s t 

de n o m i n a t i o n  ha s  ad d r e s s e d  th e  qu e s t i o n  of th e  eff e c t i v e n e s s  of tra i n i n g  pa s t o r s  in th e s e  

ar e a s .  

Th i s  stu d y  co n t a i n s  su r v e y  qu e s t i o n n a i r e s  on  de m o g r a p h i c  inf o r m a t i o n  an d  op e n -

en d e d  qu e s t i o n s  to hy p o t h e t i c a l  sce n a r i o s  re g a r d i n g  ph y s i c a l an d  se x u a l ab u s e  int e n d e d  

to eli c i t  vie w s  an d  op i n i o n s  fro m  the  pa r t i c i p a n t s . Co m p l e t i o n  of th e  tw o  su r v e y s  m a y  

tak e  up  to 15  mi n u t e s  ea c h . Th e  res u l t i n g  da t a  wi l l he l p  us be t t e r  un d e r s t a n d  the  cu r r e n t  

lev e l  of kn o w l e d g e  of pa s t o r s  reg a r d i n g  ab u s e  be f o r e  tra i n i n g  oc c u r s  an d  the  po t e n t i a l 

in c r e a s e  of le a r n i n g  as a re s u l t  of th e  tra i n i n g . Th e  co m p a r i s o n  of the  su r v e y  an s w e r s  

be f o r e  an d  aft e r  the  tra i n i n g  ha s  tak e n  pl a c e  wi l l ul t i m a t e l y  de t e r m i n e  th e  eff e c t i v e n e s s  of 

sim i l a r  tra i n i n g  for  pa s t o r s , tea c h e r s  an d  se m i n a r i a n s  in th e  fu t u r e . On e  ad d i t i o n a l su r v e y  

wi l l be  em a i l e d  to the  pa r t i c i p a n t s  ap p r o x i m a t e l y  thr e e  mo n t h s  fro m  tod a y ’ s  da t e  to 

as c e r t a i n  if an y  of the  in f o r m a t i o n  fro m  th e  tra i n i n g  ha s  be e n  pu t  in t o  us e  by  the  pa s t o r .     

As  an  at t e n d e e  in th i s  tra i n i n g  se m i n a r , yo u r pa r t i c i p a t i o n  wi t h  the  su r v e y  sec t i o n s  

of the  tra i n i n g  wi l l be  vo l u n t a r y . Yo u  ar e  fre e  to le a v e  th e  qu e s t i o n n a i r e  bla n k  if yo u  
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ch o o s e  to do  so . If yo u  ch o o s e  to pa r t i c i p a t e  in th e  sur v e y s  at th e  be g i n n i n g  an d  en d i n g  of 

th e  tra i n i n g  sem i n a r , yo u r  pe r s o n a l in f o r m a t i o n  wi l l  no t be  di s c l o s e d . It is re q u e s t e d  tha t  

yo u  pl e a s e  tak e  yo u r  tim e  in an s w e r i n g  th e  sur v e y  qu e s t i o n s  us i n g  co m p l e t e  se n t e n c e s .  

Th e r e  are  ce r t a i n  ris k s  as s o c i a t e d  wi t h  att e n d i n g  tra i n i n g  of th i s  ty p e . On e  ris k  

fa c t o r  tha t  pa r t i c i p a n t s  ma y  en c o u n t e r  wo u l d  in c l u d e  the  po t e n t i a l em o t i o n a l tri g g e r i n g  

co n t e n t  of th e  ma t e r i a l co v e r e d  in th e  tra i n i n g . Be c a u s e  of th e  se n s i t i v e  na t u r e , 

pa r t i c i p a n t s  wh o  ma y  be  fe e l i n g  em o t i o n a l l y  di s t u r b e d  by  th e  co n t e n t  are  en c o u r a g e d  to 

ste p  ou t  of th e  me e t i n g  im m e d i a t e l y . If yo u , as  an  att e n d e e  are  ne g a t i v e l y  af f e c t e d  by  the  

m a t e r i a l co v e r e d  in th e  tra i n i n g , yo u  ma y  co n t a c t  eit h e r  Dr . P ie r r e  S t e e n b e r g  Ph . D . , 

D. M i n . , BC C C  at (xx x - x x x - x x x x )  or Dr . An n - M a r i e  Bu c h a n a n  Ph . D . , LM S W , M S W  at 

(x x x ) xx x - x x x x  fre e  of ch a r g e  to di s c u s s  an y  em o t i o n a l  du r e s s  th a t re s u l t e d  fro m  

att e n d a n c e  in th e  tra i n i n g  sem i n a r . Th i s  wo u l d  be  a on e - t i m e  co u n s e l i n g  ses s i o n . Sh o u l d  

fu r t h e r co u n s e l i n g  be  req u i r e d  a re f e r r a l wo u l d  be  m a d e .   

An o t h e r  ris k  fa c t o r  is th e  fac t  tha t  sli g h t l y  dif f e r e n t  leg a l pr e c e d e n c e  ex i s t s  ac r o s s  

di f f e r e n t  sta t e s  an d  te r r i t o r i e s  reg a r d i n g  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  la w s  in th e  are a s  of ph y s i c a l 

an d  se x u a l  ab u s e . Pa r t i c i p a n t s  are  re m i n d e d  tha t  thi s  tra i n i n g  sem i n a r  m a y  no t  be  tot a l l y  

in lin e  wi t h  cu r r e n t  an d  or fu t u r e  rep o r t i n g  pr o c e d u r e s  in th e  sta t e  of W i s c o n s i n . Pa s t o r s  

ar e  en c o u r a g e d  to co n t a c t  the  le g a l te a m  of the  W i s c o n s i n  co n f e r e n c e  sh o u l d  an y  

qu e s t i o n s  of th i s  na t u r e  ar i s e .  

If yo u  ha v e  an y  qu e s t i o n s , yo u  m a y  co n t a c t  Dr . An n - M a r i e  Bu c h a n a n  by  ph o n e  at 

(x x x ) xx x - x x x x  or e-m a i l  at xx x x x @ h o t m a i l . c o m  an d  or Ni c h o l a s  Mo o r e  by  ph o n e  at 

(x x x ) xx x - x x x x  or e-m a i l  at xx x x x x @ g m a i l . c o m . Yo u  ca n  als o  co n t a c t th e  An d r e w s  

Un i v e r s i t y  In s t i t u t i o n a l  Re v i e w  Bo a r d  at (2 6 9 )  47 1 - 6 3 6 1  or e-m a i l  at irb @ a n d r e w s . e d u . 
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S t a t e m e n t  of Co n s e n t :  I ha v e  re a d  th e  ab o v e  inf o r m a t i o n  an d  ha v e  rec e i v e d  an s w e r s  to 

an y  qu e s t i o n s  I as k e d . Th e r e f o r e , I gi v e  m y  fu l l  vo l u n t a r y  co n s e n t to pa r t i c i p a t e  in thi s  

stu d y .   

__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Si g n a t u r e  (P a r t i c i p a n t )     Da t e  
 
__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _     __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Re s e a r c h e r ’ s  S i g n a t u r e       Da t e  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

AP P E N D I X  C 
 
 

SU R V E Y S  
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Su r v e y  O n e  

Fu l l na m e  an d  em a i l  ad d r e s s :  

H o w  m a n y  ye a r s  ha v e  yo u  be e n  a pa s t o r ?  

H o w  lo n g  ha v e  yo u  be e n  wi t h  th e  W i s c o n s i n  Co n f e r e n c e ?  

H o w  m a n y  ch u r c h e s  do  yo u  pa s t o r ?  

H o w  m a n y  me m b e r s  do  yo u  ha v e  on  th e  bo o k s  for  ea c h  ch u r c h ?  

H o w  m a n y  pe o p l e  wo u l d  yo u  say  at t e n d  ea c h  of yo u r  ch u r c h e s  at lea s t on c e  a 

m o n t h ?  

Ar e  yo u  or d a i n e d ?  

W h a t  is yo u r  ag e , ra c e  an d  sex ?  

W h a t  is yo u r  ed u c a t i o n  le v e l ?  

W h a t  de g r e e s  do  yo u  ha v e ?  

W h a t  sch o o l s  d i d  yo u  ea r n  yo u r  de g r e e s  fr o m ?  

Di d  yo u  at t e n d  the s e  sc h o o l s  in  pe r s o n  or  on l i n e ?  

 
*  Se m i n a r  pa r t i c i p a n t s  are  en c o u r a g e d  no t  to sha r e  the i r an s w e r s  or op i n i o n s  wi t h  ea c h  
ot h e r  re g a r d i n g  the  fo l l o w i n g  sce n a r i o s  du r i n g  th e  tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  or wh e n  on  bre a k  or 
lu n c h . Th e  re a s o n i n g  be h i n d  thi s  req u e s t ,  is tha t  it ma y  in f l u e n c e  an o t h e r in d i v i d u a l to 
ch a n g e  the i r m i n d  ba s e d  on  an o t h e r  pe r s o n ’ s  op i n i o n , rat h e r th a n  the i r ow n  ind i v i d u a l  
lea r n i n g  ou t c o m e .   
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Sc e n a r i o  1 
 
Li l l i a n , a m e m b e r  of yo u r  ch u r c h  an d  a yo u n g  m o t h e r  of th r e e , wa n t s  to ta l k  to yo u  
pr i v a t e l y  in yo u r of f i c e  aft e r ch u r c h . Sh e  tel l s  yo u  th a t wh e n  he r  hu s b a n d  To n y  dri n k s , he  
be c o m e s  vio l e n t . To n y  is th e  he a d  de a c o n  at yo u r  ch u r c h . Li l i a n  cla i m s  th a t tw o  we e k s  
ag o  the y  go t  int o  an  arg u m e n t an d  th a t To n y  dr a g g e d  he r do w n  the  sta i r s  by  he r  ha i r .  
Li l l i a n  ad m i t s  tha t  alt h o u g h  To n y  ha s  ne v e r  ph y s i c a l l y  str u c k  he r , th e  co n f r o n t a t i o n s  ar e  
be c o m i n g  mo r e  ph y s i c a l .  On  th e  ou t s i d e , th i n g s  lo o k  gre a t ,  an d  th e y  ev e n  ho l d  ha n d s  at 
ch u r c h . Yo u  pe r s o n a l l y  lik e  To n y  an d  ha v e  ev e n  go l f e d  tog e t h e r .   
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
 
 
 
Sc e n a r i o  2 
 
On c e  a m o n t h  yo u  ta k e  co m m u n i o n  to th e  loc a l  nu r s i n g  ho m e  to a lon g - t i m e  ch u r c h  
m e m b e r . He  is an  eld e r l y  ma n  wh o  is in th e  be g i n n i n g  sta g e s  of De m e n t i a . He  ha s  no  
fa m i l y , an d  th e  nu r s i n g  s ta f f  sa y s  yo u  ar e  his  on l y  vis i t o r . Du r i n g  th i s  vi s i t  he  tel l s  yo u  
th a t  on e  of th e  nu r s e s  sla p s  hi m  an d  pin c h e s  hi m  wh e n  he  re f u s e s  to ta k e  his  m e d i c a t i o n . 
Th e  nu r s i n g  sta f f  alw a y s  se e m  ve r y  fri e n d l y , an d  he  loo k s  in no  wa y  ph y s i c a l l y  ne g l e c t e d  
or ab u s e d .  

 
•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  

 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
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Sc e n a r i o  3 
 
On e  of yo u r  ch u r c h  eld e r s  inf o r m s  yo u  tha t  16 - y e a r - o l d  Su z y  an d  19 - y e a r - o l d  Br a d  fro m  
yo u t h  gro u p  ar e  ha v i n g  se x .  
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
 
 
 
Sc e n a r i o  4 
 
Af t e r ho s t i n g  W e d n e s d a y  ni g h t yo u t h  gr o u p , 14 - y e a r - o l d  M i k e n z i e  s ta y s  af t e r  to ta l k  to 
yo u . Sh e  is fro m  a br o k e n  ho m e , bu t  yo u  do n ’ t  kn o w  m u c h  els e  oth e r  tha n  he r  pa r e n t s  ar e  
no t  tog e t h e r  an y m o r e . Sh e  is ob v i o u s l y  an x i o u s  an d  em b a r r a s s e d . Sh e  te l l s  yo u  th a t sh e  is 
pr e g n a n t  bu t do e s  no t  wa n t  to re v e a l  an y  mo r e  inf o r m a t i o n .   
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
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Sc e n a r i o  5 
 
A wo m a n  at yo u r ch u r c h , wh o  is in he r  40 ’ s , m a k e s  an  ap p o i n t m e n t  wi t h  yo u  in yo u r  
of f i c e . In yo u r  of f i c e  she  te l l s  yo u  th a t sh e  wa s  m o l e s t e d  as  a yo u n g  gir l  by  he r  un c l e  an d  
ha s  ne v e r  sh a r e d  th i s  in f o r m a t i o n  wi t h  an y o n e . Al t h o u g h  th e  en t i r e  ex t e n d e d  fa m i l y  are  
lo n g  tim e  m e m b e r s  of th e  ch u r c h  an d  he r un c l e  (n o w  in hi s  70 ’ s )  ha s  be e n  a ve r y  ac t i v e  
m e m b e r  ov e r  th e  ye a r s , she  te l l s  yo u  tha t  she  is co m i n g  to yo u  no w  be c a u s e  she  is 
un c o m f o r t a b l e  tha t  he oc c a s i o n a l l y  ta l k s  wi t h  oth e r  fam i l i e s ’  yo u n g  ch i l d r e n  at ch u r c h .  
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
 
 
 
Sc e n a r i o  6 
Th e  wi f e  of yo u r  he a d  eld e r  co m e s  to yo u  an d  tel l s  yo u  th a t he r  hu s b a n d  ha s  re c e n t l y  
ra p e d  he r  an d  ha s  do n e  th i s  nu m e r o u s  tim e s  ov e r  the  co u r s e  of th e i r  20  ye a r s  of ma r r i a g e . 
Sh e  is th i n k i n g  ab o u t fil i n g  for  di v o r c e  an d  is co m i n g  to yo u  for  ad v i c e .  
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
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Su r v e y  Tw o  

Fu l l na m e  an d  em a i l  ad d r e s s :  
 
Sc e n a r i o  1 
 
Li l l i a n , a m e m b e r  of yo u r  ch u r c h  an d  a yo u n g  m o t h e r  of th r e e , wa n t s  to ta l k  to yo u  
pr i v a t e l y  in yo u r of f i c e  aft e r ch u r c h . Sh e  tel l s  yo u  th a t wh e n  he r  hu s b a n d  To n y  dri n k s , he  
be c o m e s  vio l e n t . To n y  is th e  he a d  de a c o n  at yo u r  ch u r c h . Li l i a n  cla i m s  th a t tw o  we e k s  
ag o  the y  go t  int o  an  arg u m e n t an d  th a t To n y  dr a g g e d  he r do w n  the  sta i r s  by  he r  ha i r .  
Li l l i a n  ad m i t s  tha t  alt h o u g h  To n y  ha s  ne v e r  ph y s i c a l l y  str u c k  he r , th e  co n f r o n t a t i o n s  ar e  
be c o m i n g  mo r e  ph y s i c a l .  On  th e  ou t s i d e , th i n g s  lo o k  gre a t ,  an d  th e y  ev e n  ho l d  ha n d s  at 
ch u r c h . Yo u  pe r s o n a l l y  lik e  To n y  an d  ha v e  ev e n  go l f e d  tog e t h e r .   
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 

 
•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  

 
 
 
Sc e n a r i o  2 
 
On c e  a m o n t h  yo u  ta k e  co m m u n i o n  to th e  loc a l  nu r s i n g  ho m e  to a lon g - t i m e  ch u r c h  
m e m b e r . He  is an  eld e r l y  ma n  wh o  is in th e  be g i n n i n g  sta g e s  of De m e n t i a . He  ha s  no  
fa m i l y , an d  th e  nu r s i n g  s ta f f  sa y s  yo u  ar e  his  on l y  vis i t o r . Du r i n g  th i s  vi s i t  he  tel l s  yo u  
th a t  on e  of th e  nu r s e s  sla p s  hi m  an d  pin c h e s  hi m  wh e n  he  re f u s e s  to ta k e  his  m e d i c a t i o n . 
Th e  nu r s i n g  sta f f  alw a y s  se e m  ve r y  fri e n d l y , an d  he  loo k s  in no  wa y  ph y s i c a l l y  ne g l e c t e d  
or ab u s e d .  

 
•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  

 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
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Sc e n a r i o  3 
 
On e  of yo u r  ch u r c h  eld e r s  inf o r m s  yo u  tha t  16 - y e a r - o l d  Su z y  an d  19 - y e a r - o l d  Br a d  fro m  
yo u t h  gro u p  ar e  ha v i n g  se x .  
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
 
 
 
Sc e n a r i o  4 
 
Af t e r ho s t i n g  W e d n e s d a y  ni g h t yo u t h  gr o u p , 14 - y e a r - o l d  M i k e n z i e  s ta y s  af t e r  to ta l k  to 
yo u . Sh e  is fro m  a br o k e n  ho m e , bu t  yo u  do n ’ t  kn o w  m u c h  els e  oth e r  tha n  he r  pa r e n t s  ar e  
no t  tog e t h e r  an y m o r e . Sh e  is ob v i o u s l y  an x i o u s  an d  em b a r r a s s e d . Sh e  te l l s  yo u  th a t sh e  is 
pr e g n a n t  bu t do e s  no t  wa n t  to re v e a l  an y  mo r e  inf o r m a t i o n .   
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
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Sc e n a r i o  5 
 
A wo m a n  at yo u r ch u r c h , wh o  is in he r  40 ’ s , m a k e s  an  ap p o i n t m e n t  wi t h  yo u  in yo u r  
of f i c e . In yo u r  of f i c e  she  te l l s  yo u  th a t sh e  wa s  m o l e s t e d  as  a yo u n g  gir l  by  he r  un c l e  an d  
ha s  ne v e r  sh a r e d  th i s  in f o r m a t i o n  wi t h  an y o n e . Al t h o u g h  th e  en t i r e  ex t e n d e d  fa m i l y  are  
lo n g  tim e  m e m b e r s  of th e  ch u r c h  an d  he r un c l e  (n o w  in hi s  70 ’ s )  ha s  be e n  a ve r y  ac t i v e  
m e m b e r  ov e r  th e  ye a r s , she  te l l s  yo u  tha t  she  is co m i n g  to yo u  no w  be c a u s e  she  is 
un c o m f o r t a b l e  tha t  he oc c a s i o n a l l y  ta l k s  wi t h  oth e r  fam i l i e s ’  yo u n g  ch i l d r e n  at ch u r c h .  
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
 
 
 
Sc e n a r i o  6 
 
Th e  wi f e  of yo u r  he a d  eld e r  co m e s  to yo u  an d  tel l s  yo u  th a t he r  hu s b a n d  ha s  re c e n t l y  
ra p e d  he r  an d  ha s  do n e  th i s  nu m e r o u s  tim e s  ov e r  the  co u r s e  of th e i r  20  ye a r s  of ma r r i a g e . 
Sh e  is th i n k i n g  ab o u t fil i n g  for  di v o r c e  an d  is co m i n g  to yo u  for  ad v i c e .  
 

•  W h a t do  yo u  do ?  
 
 

•  Do  yo u  re p o r t th e  inc i d e n t ?  
 
 

•  If so , to wh o m  an d  ho w  do  yo u  rep o r t  it?  
 

 
 
7 .  H a v e  yo u  ev e r  ha d  an y  ty p e  of tra i n i n g  re g a r d i n g  sim i l a r  to p i c s  be f o r e ?   

 
If yo u  an s w e r e d  “y e s ”  pl e a s e  al s o  an s w e r  the  fo l l o w i n g  qu e s t i o n s  be l o w .  
 

D .  W h a t wa s  th e  tra i n i n g  ca l l e d ?  
 
 

E .  W h e n  an d  wh e r e  di d  yo u  rec e i v e  thi s  tra i n i n g ?  
 

 
F .  Ho w  did  yo u r  pr e v i o u s  tra i n i n g  co m p a r e  wi t h  to d a y ’ s  tra i n i n g ?  
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8 .  Fr o m  wh a t  yo u  re m e m b e r , wa s  th e  top i c  of yo u r  re s p o n s i b i l i t y  as  a ma n d a t o r y  
re p o r t e r  ev e r  pr e s e n t e d  to yo u  in yo u r  th e o l o g i c a l  ed u c a t i o n  in  un d e r g r a d  or  
gr a d u a t e  sch o o l ?  

 
 
If so , to wh a t de g r e e  an d  de p t h  wa s  it ad d r e s s e d ?  
 
 

9 .  W h a t  we r e  so m e  of yo u r  b ig g e s t  tak e a w a y s  fro m  tod a y ’ s  tra i n i n g ?  
 
 
 
1 0 .  Th e  tr a i n i n g  wa s  pr e s e n t e d  in a lo g i c a l  an d  ea s y  to fo l l o w  for m a t . Pl e a s e  cir c l e  a 

ra t i n g  be l o w  
 

0 = Ab s o l u t e l y  no t     10  = F la w l e s s  
 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
 

Ho w  co u l d  th i s  tra i n i n g  ha v e  be e n  be t t e r pr e s e n t e d ?  
 
 
1 1 .  Ra t e  yo u r  kn o w l e d g e  lev e l  on  a 0- 1 0  sca l e  of th e  to p i c s  of ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l 

ab u s e  an d  th e  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  pr o c e d u r e s  su r r o u n d i n g  ea c h  be f o r e  an d  
af t e r  th e  tra i n i n g . 
 

B e f o r e  t h e  t r a i n i n g :  Af t e r  th e  tr a i n i n g :  
P h y s i c a l  A b u s e  _ _ _ _ _ _  Ph y s i c a l Ab u s e  __ _ _ _ _  
S e x u a l  A b u s e  _ _ _ _ _ _  Se x u a l  Ab u s e  __ _ _ _ _  
M a n d a t o r y  R e p o r t i n g  _ _ _ _ _ _  M a n d a t o r y  Re p o r t i n g  __ _ _ _ _     

 
 

12 . As  a re s u l t  of th i s  tra i n i n g , ho w  pr e p a r e d  do  yo u  fe e l if yo u  we r e  to en c o u n t e r  
ab u s e  am o n g  on e  of th e  m e m b e r s  of yo u r  co n g r e g a t i o n  as  a re s u l t  of th i s  
tr a i n i n g ?  Pl e a s e  ci r c l e  a ra t i n g  be l o w . 

 
0 = No t at al l pr e p a r e d     10  = To t a l l y  pr e p a r e d  an d  co n f i d e n t  

 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

 
W h y  did  yo u  an s w e r  th i s  wa y ?   P l e a s e  be  sp e c i f i c  as  po s s i b l e .  
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Su r v e y  Th r e e  

In Ma y , of 20 2 3  yo u  pa r t i c i p a t e d  in a tra i n i n g  se s s i o n  pre s e n t e d  by  Ni c h o l a s  M o o r e  of 
An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y  tha t  wa s  tit l e d  “A p p r o p r i a t e  Re s p o n s e s  to Ab u s e ” . Th e  tra i n i n g  wa s  
re g a r d i n g  ide n t i f i c a t i o n  m e t h o d s  of rec o g n i z i n g  ph y s i c a l  an d  se x u a l  ab u s e  am o n g  
m e m b e r s  of yo u r  co n g r e g a t i o n  an d  the  m a n d a t o r y  rep o r t i n g  law s  an d  pro c e d u r e s  
su r r o u n d i n g  ea c h  fo r m  of ab u s e . If yo u  wo u l d  be wi l l i n g , pl e a s e  tak e  a fe w  m o m e n t s  to 
an s w e r  the  fo l l o w i n g  qu e s t i o n s  as  it wi l l gr e a t l y  ad d  to th e  res e a r c h  ef f o r t s  of An d r e w s  
Un i v e r s i t y ’ s  Do c t o r of M i n i s t r y  pr o g r a m . If the  an s w e r  is “Y e s ”  to an y  of th e  sec t i o n s , 
pl e a s e  be  as  de t a i l e d  as po s s i b l e .  If the  an s w e r  is “N o ”  or “N o t  Ap p l i c a b l e ”  a sim p l e  
“N o ”  or “N / A ”  is ac c e p t a b l e .  
 

1 .  Si n c e  yo u r  att e n d a n c e  at the  tra i n i n g , ha v e  yo u  ex p e r i e n c e d  an y  on e  of th e  fol l o w i n g :  
 

a .  In s t a n c e s  or sit u a t i o n s  wh e r e  ph y s i c a l or sex u a l  ab u s e  wa s  br o u g h t  to yo u r  
att e n t i o n  as  a pa s t o r ?   If so, wh a t we r e  th e y  an d  ho w  did  yo u  ad d r e s s  th e m ?  
W a s  ma n d a t o r y  re p o r t i n g  ne c e s s a r y  on  yo u r  pa r t ?    

 
 
 
 
 
 

2 .  Si n c e  yo u r  att e n d a n c e  at the  tra i n i n g , ha v e  yo u  us e d  or im p l e m e n t e d  an y  of th e  
m a t e r i a l th a t wa s  co v e r e d  in th e  tra i n i n g  se m i n a r re g a r d i n g  the :  

 
a .  Co u n s e l i n g  of me m b e r s  

 
 
 

b .  Ad v i s i n g  ot h e r em p l o y e e s  or bo a r d s  
 
 
 

c .  Co n t e n t of yo u r  ser m o n s  
 
 
 

d .  Sa f e t y  co n s i d e r a t i o n s  at wo r k  or wi t h  yo u r  ow n  fa m i l y  
 
 
 
3 .  Is th e r e  an y t h i n g  el s e  th a t yo u  fe e l wa s  a ke y  ta k e a w a y  fro m  the  tra i n i n g  th a t yo u  

wi s h  to sh a r e  wi t h  th e  re s e a r c h e r  an d  or An d r e w s  Un i v e r s i t y  reg a r d i n g  fu t u r e  
im p l e m e n t a t i o n  of su c h  tra i n i n g ?  
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