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FORCES IN HISTORY AFFECT THE
SECULARIZATION PROCESS

1. The European Renaissance (14th to 15th centuries). This marked a shift from
theocentrism to anthropocentrism, placing new emphasis on human values, creativity, and
achievements. It also brought philosophy out from under the tutelage of theology. Within the span
of a generation the Renaissance had shown diversity of expressions and their unprecedented
quality—such men as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael produced their master works;
Columbus discovered the New World; Luther rebelled against the Catholic Church and began the
Reformation; and Copernicus hypothesized a heliocentric universe and commenced the scientific
revolution. Polyphonic music, tragedy and comedy, poetry, painting, architecture, and sculpture
all achieved new levels of complexity and beauty. Individual genius and independence were widely
in evidence. No domain of knowledge, creativity, or exploration seemed beyond man's reach.
From its beginning with Petrarch, Boccaccio, Bruni, and Alberti, through Erasmus, More,
Machiavelli, and Montaigne, to its final expression in Shakespeare, Cervantes, Bacon, and Galileo,
the Renaissance did not cease producing new paragons of human achievement. Such a prodigious
development of human consciousness and culture had not been seen since the ancient Greek miracle
at the very birth of Western civilization. Western man was indeed reborn.

Some technical inventions were also pivoted in the making of the new era: a) The
magnetic compass, which permitted the navigational feats that opened the globe to European
exploration; b) Gunpowder, which contributed to the demise of the old feudal order and the ascent
of nationalism; ¢) The mechanical clock, which brought about a decisive change in the human
relationship to time, nature, and work, separating and freeing the structure of human activities from
the dominance of nature's rhythms; d) The printing press, which produced a tremendous increase in
learning made available both ancient classics and modem works to an ever broadening public, and
eroded the monopoly on learning long held by the clergy. All of these inventions were powerfully
modernizing and ultimately secularizing in their effects.

2. The Reformation (16th century) emerged as a result of open criticism of the Christian
Church's deviation from its original principles and condemnation of its blatant abuses. The
Reformers emphasized a personal faith, individual study of the Bible, and direct access to God
through prayer and meditation.

Armed with the thunderous moral power of an Old Testament prophet, Luther defiantly
confronted the Roman Catholic papacy's patent neglect of the original Christian faith revealed in
the Bible. Sparked by Luther's rebellion, an insuperable cultural reaction swept through the
sixteenth century, decisively reasserting the Christian religion while simultaneously shattering the
unity of Western Christendom.

Perhaps the most fundamental spirit in the genesis of the Reformation was the emerging
spirit of rebellion, self-determining individualism, and particularly the growing impulse to
intellectual and spiritual independence which had now developed to that crucial point where a
patently critical stand could be sustained against the West's highest cultural authority, the Roman
Catholic Church.

The Protestant spirit prevailed in half of Europe, and the old order was broken. Western
Christianity was no longer exclusively Catholic, not monolithic, nor a source of cultural unity.

The Protestant Reformation was at once a conservative religious reaction and a radically
libertarian revolution. Yet, for all the Reformation's conservative character, its rebellion against
the church was an unprecedentedly revolutionary act in Western culture--not only as a successful
social and political insurgency against the Roman papacy and ecclesiastical hierarchy, with the
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Reformation supported by the secular rulers of Germany and other northern countries, but first and
foremost as an assertion of the individual conscience against the established church framework of
belief, ritual, and organizational structure.

The Reformation was a new and decisive assertion of rebellious individualism—of
personal conscience, of "Christian Liberty," of critical private judgment against the monolithic
authority of the institutional church—-and as such further propelled the Renaissance's movement out
of the medieval church and medieval character. Although the conservative Judaic quality of the
Reformation was a reaction against the Renaissance in the latter's Hellenic and pagan aspects. On
another level, the Reformation's revolutionary declaration of personal autonomy served as a
continuation of the Renaissance impulse--and was thus an intrinsic, if partially antithetical, element
of the overall Renaissance phenomenon. There is that extraordinary paradox of the Reformation,
for while its essential character was so intensely and unambiguously religious, its ultimate effects
on Western culture were profoundly secularizing. By overthrowing the theological authority of the
Catholic Church, the intentionally recognized supreme court of religious dogma, the Reformation
opened the way in the West for religious pluralism, then religious skepticism, and finally a
complete breakdown in the until then relatively homogeneous Christian worldview. As time
passed, the average Protestant, no longer enclosed by the Catholic womb of grand ceremony,
historical tradition, and sacramental authority, was left somewhat less protected against the
vagaries of private doubt and secular thinking. From Luther on, each believer's belief was
increasingly self-supported; and the Western intellect's critical faculties were becoming even more
acute.

The Reformation also contributed to such aspects as biblical theology vs. scholastic
theology, thus supporting a different view of nature as purely mundane. God was seen as
operating the world fully distinctly from His own infinite divinity. The world could be analyze as
dynamic material processes, without any reference to God and His transcendent reality. The way
become clear for a naturalistic view of the cosmos, moving first to the remote rationalist Creator of
Deism, finally to secular agnosticism's elimination of any supernatural reality.

The Reformation also helped in the realignment of personal loyalties and in the rise of the
various nation states in Europe, marked by aggressive competition. There was a succession of
increasingly secularizing political and social consequences: first the establishment of the individual
state-identified churches, then the division of church and state, religious toleration, and finally the
predominance of secular society. Out of the exceedingly illiberal dogmatic religiosity of the
Reformation eventually emerged the pluralistic tolerant liberalism of the modem era.

3. The Enlightenment or Scientific Revolution (17th and 18th centuries). Here we have
the enthronement of the primacy of reason in opposition to organized religion. The scientific
method became the principal means of discovering truth, and divine revelation was gradually
sidelined. Such men as Copemicus, Kepler, Galileo, and Newton had helped to advance the
scientific revolution based on the heliocentric model and a moving Earth. What would emerge
from these scientific discoveries was an intricate and orderly universe, where God seemed to have
removed Himself from further active involvement or intervention in nature. It was assumed now
that God allowed the universe to run on its own according to perfect immutable laws. The new
image of the Creator was that of a divine architect, a master mathematician and clock worker,
while the universe was viewed as a uniformly regulated and fundamentally impersonal
phenomenon. Man's role in that universe could best be judged on the evidence that, by virtue of his
own intelligence, he had penetrated the universe's essential order and could now use that knowledge
for his own benefit and improvement. One could scarcely doubt that man was the crown of
creation. The scientific revolution--and the birth of the modern era—-was now complete.
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4. Socialism and Marxism (19th and 20th centuries). During these two centuries, you
have the promotion of scientific materialism and secular state ownership as the best method to
analyze the world and to solve the problems of humanity. In this perspective, religion was seen as
"the opium of the people"—something to be rejected and crushed in order to awaken human reason
so it could grapple with the new world that Marxism promised.

For Karl Marx, religion was an illusion. He saw it as a kind of symptom of social
disorder which sustains and aggravates that disorder. It expresses pathological alienation. To
attain social freedom and maturity, religion has to be shaken off. Marx thought of religion as a
poor substitute for action, which would become obsolete as that (revolutionary) action came into
its own, and as a society was born without the need for religion. Marx did acknowledge that
religion could yield a sense of human self-awareness, and a means of interpreting the world. But
he believed it to be mistaken and misleading. Religion obscured reality. When reality was
unveiled, religion would be unnecessary. Darwin also arose to challenge the doctrine of creation
by postulating that human beings were essentially little more than advanced rational animals.

Freud also arose and questioned the doctrine of conversion and religious experience by
providing a psychological explanation for these phenomena, making any supernatural experience
superfluous. ‘

5. Postmodernism and Urbanization (late 20th century). Although postmodernism is
considered to be a reaction against the nationalistic and progressive premises of modernism, it has
nonetheless pushed forward secularization by maintaining that human beings cannot have access to
reality and therefore have no means of perceiving truth.

Urbanization, with its vast transportation and media culture and sense of anomie, has
seen people flock to the cities to be uprooted from their traditional religious movings. As a result,
a consciousness of God is "reduced." All these developments have given humankind increased
autonomy, longevity, and greater control of their lives, the environment, and even outer space.
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A SAMPLE SEEKER SERVICE

Order of Service - The elements of a secker service follow a logical flow, as seen in the
following service.

1. The Opening - Someone enters the stage and gives a short opening remark and
welcome.

2. Band Warmup - The band would usually play a contemporary gospel song to warm
up the audience.

3. Solo - An individual sings another contemporary song, such as "My Father's Eyes" or
"Unbelievable Love" or "Morning Star," etc.

4. Announcements - are usually given at this time. Most of these will focus on the
various programs and services designed to meet specific needs of the unchurched or seekers.

5. Drama - Drama is used as a visual and creative way of presenting biblical messages
and themes to the unchurched. They also set the stage for the talk or message of the night. An
example of this kind of drama is that sponsored by the Andrews University Student Activities
Department--a contemporary musical drama entitled "Divine Reign—-The Story of Esther." The
upbeat, entertaining production is being used as a tool for friendship and evangelism with Gen-
Xers and secular audiences. It is targeted to those who may not feel comfortable in a "church”
setting. The goal is to build relationships while opening the doors for spiritual exploration and
discussions on Bible topics.!

6. Offering - The one who calls for the offering usually states that the visitors or guests
are not pressured or expected to give. This is in keeping with the idea that unchurched people
negatively view the idea of the church asking for money.

7. Testimony - This is usually a real-life testimony, about five minutes in length. It is
usually about what Christ has done in someone's life.

8. Song - Usually another contemporary gospel song, usually sung by a group or choir
accompanied by either recorded music or the band or orchestra.

9. Scripture - The Scripture is read, using a more modern translation of the Bible and is
related to the talk or message for the evening.

10. Talk or Message - is usually on an issue or topic that relates to the felt needs of the
audience or seckers.

11. Question and Answer - This could follow a brief talk or message and relates to the
subject. It creates an atmosphere of openness and invites questions that people may need answers
to on the subject or areas that may need clarification.

12. Closing Prayer - Before the closing prayer, a reminder of the services and programs
offered for guests is given along with next week's topic. Then people are asked to stand for a
closing prayer.>

Other services can also be developed and conducted at different times from the seeker
type service. These services are usually for more mature believers and will be more in keeping
with their spiritual growth and needs.

The Andrews University Student Activities Department, "Divine Reign - The Story of
Esther," bulletin insert at Pioneer Memorial Seventh-day Adventist Church, May 13, 2000.

2See Ed Dobson, Starting a Seeker Sensitive Service: How Traditional Churches Can
Reach the Unchurched (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1993), 114-133.
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12 SOURCES OF DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

1. U.S. Census Data - You can get it from a state, a country, a standard metropolitan
statistical area, a census tract, a block group or an individual block.

2. City or County Planning Commission - You can find this at the county planning
office.

3. School Boards - Most school boards have updated demographic files on their
districts.

4. Public Utilities - such as electric companies, gas companies, water companies, and
telephone companies.

5. Local Universities - Visit the sociology department or look for theses that may deal
with the demographic of your area.

6. Lending Institutions - Banks, saving and loans, and finance companies usually keep
their planning information close at hand.

7. Chamber of Commerce - They may have good planning information.

8. Radio Stations - Usually gather demographic information for their listening area.

9. Public Libraries - A skilled research librarian can help you.

10. Real Estate Firms - Especially the larger ones, have extensive demographic data.

11. Newspapers - Particularly in metropolitan areas, reading the daily news will give you
valuable information.

12. Commercial Geodemographics - This is coordinated through a large computer
complex in Ithaca, New York. Using U.S. Census data as a foundation, information is constantly
updated through multiple sources of ongoing population studies.

See C. Peter Wagner, Church Planting for a Greater Harvest, 83-88.
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Pastor Eman Norman

Doctor of Ministry Candidate
Andrews Theological Seminary
Berrien Springs, ML 49103

May 30, 2000.
Dear Erin Miller

Greetings, in the wonderful name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I am making a
formal request of the Foster S.D.A. church, relative to a doctoral dissertation I am finishing. 7 am
doing my study on a strategy for reaching secular people. I am looking at the Foster model by
doing a brief analysis of its strategy. What I am requesting from you is some information that will
allow me to show whether Foster is accomplishing its objectives. What information can you fax me
that would cover at least a good paragraph or a page that shows whether or not Foster is reaching
its objective in fulfilling its mission. Information on how you have grown, who you are reaching,
who have been discipled successfully- age groups, generation groups such as Baby Boomers,
Busters and others. If you could please fax me something to that effect, that will be used to show
how you are accomplishing your objectives I would greatly appreciate it. It is urgently needed, so I
am humbly asking for as quick a reply as possible. I am due to defend in a few weeks and I need to
get this chapter in my professors hand in about five days.

Thank you very much in advance for your kind attention to this matter.

I remain faithfully
Eman Norman

Doctor of Ministry Candidate

PLEASE FAX ME AT THE FOLLOWING NUMBER

# 616-471-6900ATTENTION: ERIN MILLER
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FOSTER
SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST
CHURCH

Eman Norman
600 Beechwood Apts., D-45
Berrien Springs, MI 49103

May 6, 1999

Dear Eman,

Enclosed you will find some materials you requested about our church. We were a traditional SDA
church congregation until 1992 when we embarked on a transition .process to contemporary model
of church ministry. Our church which was established in 1906 and grew over the years to a vibrant
congregation, then started to decline. We had nearly 400 members on the books in 1992 but only
120 in weekly attendance. Our tried and true methods of evangelism were no longer effective in this
area. The church was discouraged. The people around us seemed turned off to mainstream
Adventist evangelism. Our services seemed lifeless and boring to our young people. We were an
older dying church.

In 1992 we started the process of transition to a secker targeted model similar to that used in the
Willow Creek Community Church in the Chicago area. They had found great success in reaching
the unchurched through contemporary services including the use of the arts, drama, contemporary
music, and relevant biblical teaching starting from common ground with the unchurched and
moving to strong biblical solutions to every day problems.

The process of transition was a difficult one. Even though we spent significant time in prayer and
vision casting. Even though we tried our new approach from an experimental model to see if God
was leading us this way. When it became apparent that the new plan was working, many of our
long term members decided to leave us and go start a more traditional church nearby. We lost
about 50 fine people and most of them strong givers. You will notice the gap in our statistics
during this painful good bye. On the other hand, no one was lost to the Adventist church during this
transition, And the new church is growing and mission minded. At the same time our church began
" to grow by leaps and bounds as we put this new evangelistic style into action.

Our church has grown significantly as we have fully devoted ourselves to the mission of reaching
truly lost people and bringing them into an Acts 2 style church. We now hold two services each
Saturday morning.

The 9:15 am Morning Worship is a believer targeted service for the purpose of building up the
believer core. We have a contemporary, praise segment and then a .message from the Word. Our
11:30 am Community Worship is evangelistic in nature. We use drama, music, creative props, and
strong teaching to target the secular person and introduce them to Jesus. We have seen many
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people come to Christ through this ministry. Over 50% of our growth has been from the
unchurched population. (Those who have not been to church for anything other than a wedding or a
funeral for two years or more we call unchurched.) Today we have an attendance of around 120-
150 in our Morning Worship, and 225-275 in our community Worship.

Enclosed you will find our Mission statement, core values, philosophy, and some statistics that
were done in early 1998. Hopefully this will be helpful in answering your questions regarding our
church. Should you have any further questions, please feel free to call me at 828.274.2014.

Sincerely in Christ,

Greg Taylor,
Senior Pastor

375 Henderson Yule Road, Asheville, North Carolina 28803
(828) 274-2014 - Fax (828) 274-7126
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Foster Seventh-day Adventist Church
STATEMENT OF BELIEFS

We believe there is one God: Father, Son and HOly Spirit, a unity of three co-eternal
Persons. ‘

We accept the death of Jesus Christ on Calvary as the atoning sacrifice for our sins and
believe that through faith in His shed blood we are saved from sin and its penalty.

We renounce the world and its sinful ways, and have accepted Jesus Christ as our personal
Savior believing that God, for Christ’s sake, has forgiven our sins and given us a new
heart.

We accept by faith the righteousness of Christ, as Intercessor in the heavenly sanctuary,
and accept His promise of transforming grace and power in live a loving, Christ-centered
life.

We believe that the Bible is God’s inspired Word, the only rule of faith and practice for the
Christian.

We accept the Ten Commandments as a transcript of the character of God and a revelation
of His will.

We look forward to the soon coming of Jesus and the blessed hope when U this mortal
shall put on immorality.” We will witness to His loving salvation, and by life and word
help others to be ready for His glorious appearing.

We accept the Biblical teaching of spiritual gifts.

We believe in church organization. It is our purpose to support the church by tithes and
offerings and by personal effort and influence.

We believe that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit; and will honor God by caring
for them, avoiding the use of that which is harmful, and by remembering Sabbath rest.

We accept the New Testament teaching of baptism by immersion as a public expression of
faith in Christ and His forgiveness of sins.

We accept the believe that people of every nation, race, and language are invited into
God’s kingdom and accept all into the fellowship of this local congregation of the world
church.
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Foster Seventh-day Adventist Church

Core Values

VISION- What we are trying to be.
An Acts 2 community within the context of the Seventh-dayAdventist message.

MISSION -What we are trying to accomplish.
Building a biblical community where secular people become fully devoted to Christ.

Specific steps to accomplish our mission
7 step strategy

VALUES. Specific definitions of who we are trying to be.

1. We value an accurate picture of God and believe that He always exhibits love, acceptance
and forgiveness when relating to us. This includes the concepts of grace, justice, and mercy.
(John 3:16-13, Ex. 34:6,7, Is. 53, Jer 31:3, 2 Cor. 5:21.)

2. We value active, authentic, corporate and individual worship as a response to God’s grace.
This includes praise, devotion, prayer, Bible study, and community. (Rev. 14:6,7, Cot. 3:16, Ps.
150, Ex. 20:8-11, Heb. 13:15.)

3. We value community and believe loving relationships should permeate every
aspect of church life. This includes small groups, accountability, Christian education, marriage,
family and relationship building. (Matt. 18, Eph. 4:32, Eph. 5:21-6:4, Deut. 6:4-9, Acts 2:42-47.)

4. Wevalue the pursuit of full devotion in the life of every believer.
This includes the concepts of grace, growth, groups, gifts and giving. (Heb. 12:1, Phil.:6, 1 Cot.
12, Rom. 12, Gal 5:22, 23))

5. We value servanthood and believe that we are here to serve, not to be served
This includes servant leadership, humility, and availability. (Matt.20:25-28, Mark 9:33-37, John
13:1-5,13, 14, Phil. 2:1-8))

6. Wevalue excellence and believe that it honors God and inspires peaple.
This includes the concepts of honest ongoing evaluation, practice, commitment and review. (Deut.
6:4, 5; Eccl. 9:10; Mal. 1:14; Rom. 12:1; Col. 3:23.)

7. We value lost people. They matter to God and should matter to us.
This includes the concepts of cultural relevance and the process of relational evangelism. (Luke
5:30-32, Luke 15, Matt.18:14, 1 Cor.9:19-23, Mark 2:22.)
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8. Wevalue doctrinal purity. The Bible is our guide in belief and practice.
This includes the basis for doctrines and core values. (Ps. 119:105, Isa. 8:20, Eph. 6:17, 2 Tim.
3:15-17, Heb. 4:12))
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Moses’ Vision
“For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with streams and
pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; a land with wheat and barley, vines
and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; a land where bread will not be scarce and you will
lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills.”

Deuteronomy 8:7—10

Northwood Community Church
Dallas, Texas

Vision is not about reality or what is. Vision is all about our dreams and aspirations or what
could be.

At Northwood Community Church, we envision our sharing the good news of Christ’s death
and resurrection with thousands of unchurched friends and people in the metroplex, many of whom
accept him as Savior.

We envision developing all our people—new believers as well as established believers—into
fully functioning followers of Christ through people-friendly worship services, Sunday school,
special events, and most. important, small groups.

We envision becoming ,Ci church of small groups where our people model biblical community:
a safe place where we accept one another and are accepted, love and are loved, shepherd and are
shepherded, encourage and are encouraged, forgive and are forgiven, and serve and are served.

We envision helping all our people—youth as well as adults—-to discover their divine designs so
that they are equipped to serve Christ effectively in some ministry either within or outside our
church. Our goal is that every member be a minister.

We envision welcoming numerous members into our body who are excited about Christ,
experience healing in their family relationships and marriages, and grow together in love.

We envision our recruiting, training, and sending out many of our members as missionaries,
church planters, and church workers all over the world. We also see a number of our people
pursuing short-term missions service in various countries. We envision planting a church in
America or abroad every two years.

We envision a larger facility that will accommodate our growth and be accessible to all the
metroplex. This facility will provide ample room for Sunday school, small groups, Bible study,
prayer, and other meetings.

‘While we do not believe that “bigger is better ” numerical growth is a by-product of effective
evangelism. Thus, we desire to grow as God prospers us and uses us to i:each a lost. and dying
world.

This is our dream—our vision about. what could be!

Aubrey Malphurs 1/97



227

Lakeview Community Church
Cedar Hill, Texas

Our comprehensive purpose is to honor our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ., by carrying out his
command to make disciples. of all nations (Matthew 28:19—20). Specifically, we believe God has
call~dl us to focus on reaching those in Cedar Hill and the surrounding areas who do not regularly
attend any church ‘

In order to accomplish this, Lakeview Community Church will be an equipping center where
every Christian can be developed to his or her full potential for ministry. This development will
come through: creative, inspiring worship; teaching that is biblical and relevant to life; vital,
supportive fellowship; and opportunities for outreach into the community in service and
evangelism.

As a result, the Cedar Hill area will be different in ten to fifteen years, with the Christian
influence being increasingly felt in homes, businesses, education, and politics. We further intend to
multiply our worldwide ministry by planting churches, by preparing our people for leadership roles
in vocational ministries and parachurch groups, by sending out missionaries, and by becoming a
resource center and model for Texas and the nation.

River City Community Church
Louisville, Kentucky

WE SEE...
the light of truth cutting through the darkness!

At River City, we will seek to lead irreligious people from the darkness of separation from
God to a relationship with Him by proclaiming clearly and often the truth of etemnal life in Jesus
Christ. Corporately, we will provide a Sunday morning service that is exciting, interesting, and
friendly. We will also have outreach events such as concerts, block parties, sports, and festivals.
Individually, the mature, trained followers of Christ will reach out to friends; family and neighbors.

WE SENSE...
the aroma of freedom from a selfish lifestyle!

At River City, believers are encouraged to shed the shackles of harmful and selfish behavior
and enjoy the freedom of following Christ. They understand the characteristics of a fully-
functioning follower and are challenged to become one. In formal teaching times and small groups,
believers find the means for learning how to study the Word, pray to God, share their faith, and
practice hospitality.
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the sound of laughter breaking down the walls of silence!

At River City, we will he a family that calls people from the loneliness of isolation to the joy
of relationships. We will seek to know, serve, encourage, challenge, and love one another. We will
welcome all people regardless of race, sex, or history into our family, just as God has welcomed
believers into His family by His grace. We will not be afraid to laugh or have fun.

WE FEEL...
the strength of a loving hand training us to serve!

At River City, men and women will receive further training in order to become leaders who
make disciples. As a resuit of our worship, evangelism, assimilation, and leadership training, we
will become a church of ministers that carries Out the Great Commission, meets the needs of one
another, builds safer communities, and glorifies the name of Jesus Christ in the city of Louisville,
Kentucky.

Saddleback Valley Community Church
Mission Viejo, California

It is the dream of a place where the hurting, the depressed, the frustrated, and the confused can find
love, acceptance, help, hope, forgiveness, guidance, and encouragement.

It is the dream of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with the hundreds of thousands of
residents in south Orange County.

It is the dream of welcoming 20,000 members into the fellowship of our church Family—loving,
learning, laughing, and living in harmony together.

It is the dream of developing people to spiritual maturity through Bible studies, small groups,
seminars, retreats, and a Bible school for our members.

It is the dream of equipping every believer for a significant ministry by helping them discover the
gifts and talents God gave them.

It is the dream of sending out hundreds of career missionaries and church workers all around the
world, and empowering every member for a personal life mission in the world. It is the dream of
sending our members by the thousand on short-term mission projects to every continent. It is the
dream of starting at least one new daughter church every year.

It is the dream of at least fifty acres of land, on which will be built a regional church for south
Orange County—with beautiful, yet simple facilities including a worship center seating thousands,
a counseling and prayer center, classrooms for Bible studies and training lay ministers, and a
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recreation area. All of this will be designed to minister to the total person—spiritually, emotionally,
physically, and socially—and set in a peaceful inspiring garden landscape.

I stand before you this day and state in confident assurance that these dreams will become reality.
Why? Because they are inspired oy God!

Taken from The Purpose-Driven Church by Rick Warren. Copyright © 1995 by Rick
Warren. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.

Crossroads Community Church
Ontario, Ohio

The Vision

The writer of Proverbs wrote, “Where there is no vision, the people perish” (29:18). At
Crossroads, it is our desire that you catch the vision God has given us, that you begin to visualize
the invisible. We have worked hard at defining our vision so that it is clear, challenging, and
concise. It is our desire that you clearly see the future of the ministry— what it can be and what it
must be. But most importantly, we want you to capture the concept of our vision so that it will
capture you and provide a foundation for your personal ministry with us at Crossroads.

In part, the vision of Crossroads Community Church is to become a Biblically functioning
community. This will become clear as you continue through the notebook. However, our complete
vision statement more specifically defines our desires.

Crossroads Vision Statement

The vision of Crossroads Community Church is to creatively implement the Great
Commission to build a growing community of churches around the perimeter of Mansfield by
planting culturally relevant churches every three years that are committed to dynamic worship of
God while extending his transforming grace to reach the unchurched community.

There are five key phrases that outline our vision. They represent the core of our vision and
are essential for evaluating, redefining, and sharpening our focus. The five key phrases are:

Creatively Implement the Great Commission— Jesus summarized his purpose for being
on earth in Luke 19:10. He said, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was
lost.” In His final instructions he made the purposes of the church clear. “Go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you™ (Matt. 28:19-20). Therefore, our vision
includes pursuing the lost in the most culturally relevant format. This includes implementing
Christ’s commission in both an innovative and creative manner to the unchurched of our
community.
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Build a Growing Community of Churches— Unchurched people are nine times more
likely to come to a new church rather than an older, established church (Christianity Today). We
feel that the best means of impacting our area with the transforming message of Christ is to plant
culturally relevant churches, like Crossroads, around our community. For us, this means starting
a new church every three years in strategic locations so as to build a perimeter of churches around
the city

Committed to Dynamic Worship— Because our vision is to extend the transforming grace
of Jesus Christ, we believe that the most fundamental relationship people can have is an active,
living relationship with God! through Jesus Christ his Son (John 10:10; Romans 6:23). Our
worship services reflect this by promoting creative, inspiring, and authentic worship which
demonstrates that God is living and active in this generation; therefore, the most contemporary
medium is used to express or worship.

Extending His Transforming Grace— By the grace of God, the city of Ontario will be a
changed community in 10 to 15 years, due to the influence of the Spirit of God through the lives of
our people who are devoted to extending the transforming grace of Jesus Christ. It is our vision
that the members of Crossroads will take Christ into homes, marketplaces, political arenas, and!
educational settings. Our Sunday morning service reflects our vision by being a safe place for
Crossroads members to bring their friends, relatives, and co-workers. in other words, Crossroads is
a sale place to hear a dangerous message.

Reach the Unchurched— Finally, our vision includes the intentional pursuit. of reaching
those who have stopped attending, or have never attended a church. In other words, those who have
not experienced God’s transforming grace.

Placing a vision in print is somewhat like attempting to hold water in your hand. It is nearly
impossible! A vision is something that is caught rather than taught. It has been described as a
mental picture of the future which finds its realization in the hands of the one who owns the vision.
It is our desire that the Crossroads vision becomes your vision; something you “own” and take
great pride in seeing fulfilled. In essence, our vision is not something that you can see, but
something you must be.
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Pastor Eman Norman

Doctor of Ministry Candidate
Andrews Theological Seminary
Berrien Springs, ML 49103

May 30, 2000
Dear Mark Zulke

Greetings, in the wonderful name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I am making a formal
request of the Willow Creck Community church, relative to a doctoral dissertation I am finishing. I
am doing my study on a strategy for reaching secular people. I am looking at the Willow Creek
model by doing a brief analysis of its strategy. What I am requesting from you is some information
that will allow me to show whether. Willow Creek is accomplishing its objectives. What
information can you fax me that would cover at least a good paragraph or a page that shows
whether or not Willow Creek is reaching its objective in fulfilling its mission. Information on how
you have grown, who you are reaching, who have been discipled successfully--age groups,
generation groups such as Baby Boomers, Busters and others. If you could please fax me
something to that effect, that will be used to show how you are accomplishing your objectives I
would greatly appreciate it. It is urgently needed, so I ?~m humbly asking for as quick a reply as
possible. I am due to defend in a few weeks and I need to get this chapter in my professors hand in
about five days.

Thank you very much in advance for your kind attention to this matter.
I remain faithfully
Ernan Norman
Doctor of Ministry Candidate
PLEASE FAX ME AT THE FOLLOWING NUMBER

# 616-471-6900
ATTENTION: MARK ZULKE



233

Executive Pastors Office

Willow Creek Community Church

To: Eman Norman Fax Number: (616)471 6900
From: Debbie Rendall

Date: 06/07/00

Re: Information requested

Eman,

Mark Zulke of the WCA forwarded your request to me for information regarding our church
growth. These graphs will best represent that for you, as it compares the data from the 1Q51 5
years. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 847-765-0100 x 327.
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APPENDIX H
OTHER EXAMPLES: HEKATE REV 1:17, 18

AND KOINE GREEK






