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An observant Christian will find or even create opportunities. It can be done by 

sharing hospitality, friendliness, and helpfulness even by asking a favor. It can happen in 

the most unexpected places. Fruitful contacts with Muslims who want to know more 

about Christ occurs as a natural thing as one goes about his or her daily activities.

Recommendations

“Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 

that I have commanded you ; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the earth.” 

Amen (Matt 28:19-20). Muslims in Northern Nigeria are part of the nations that are still 

waiting to be reached with the gospel of salvation.

Islam is expanding rapidly in Northern Nigeria like in other parts of the globe.

This poses a big challenge to the Christian Church at large and especially to the Seventh- 

day Adventist church which has the mandate to preach the everlasting gospel. Based on 

the theological foundations and literature reviewed on church planting in general and 

among the Muslims in particular, I have the following recommendations to offer for 

future church planting endeavors:

1. The General Conference of Seventh-day Adventist church should not withdraw 

the funding of the 10/40 Window it has embarked upon. Such funds should not be 

misappropriated; it should be used for the training and up keeping of Global Mission 

Pioneers. Parts of the funds could be used for purchasing Bibles and appropriate literature
r

for Muslim evangelism.

2. Since there is high illiteracy rate among our Muslim friends in Northern Nigeria, 

the production of audio New Testament tapes in Arabic and Hausa should be considered

128



through the combined effort of the two Conferences in the north of Nigeria, the North­

western Nigeria Union and the West-central Africa Division of the SDA church.

3. The GC should, in their yearly budget, set aside sufficient funds for the West- 

central Africa Division’s department of Adventist Muslim Relation. This will provide 

opportunities for effective planning of its programs and enhance activities in the 10/40 

Window. This will also help in rehabilitating and giving better nurture to new converts 

from Islam.

4. The Adventist World Radio programs have had great impact in Northern Nigeria. 

As such, special attention should be given to the AWR in reaching our Muslim friends 

and communities. Information about transmission frequencies should be made available 

through the laity to their Muslim friends and neighbors.

5. The study of Islam should be encouraged in the Seventh-day Adventist 

Theological Institutions within the West-central Africa Division. Several contextual 

methods for friendship evangelism with Muslims should be included in their mission 

curriculum. A diploma in Islam could also be offered with an Arabic emphasis.

6. Considering the sensitivity of Islam and Muslims in Northern Nigeria, the laity 

should be trained on how to conduct friendship evangelism with the Muslims. This basic 

training will help them in overcoming their fear in witnessing to Muslims.

7. The department of Adventist Muslim Relationship should encourage church 

leaders of the urgent need to establish strong relationships with the Imams. Such 

relationships may help to avoid misunderstanding when Muslims are converted to 

Christianity. A yearly interfaith dialogue could be carefully organized.
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8. Church leaders in the two Seventh-day Adventist Conferences of Northern 

Nigeria should be opened to accepting new approaches to mission and ministry since 

public evangelism in the past years have not yielded much.

9. Church members should be encouraged to be faithful stewards. Member’s 

faithfulness in the use of their means will help a great deal in supporting a contextual 

approach to Muslim evangelism from the beginning of the year 2013.

10. Realizing the sensitive nature of Muslim communities in Northern Nigeria, the 

Global Mission Pioneers must be trained for Muslim outreach. In place of public 

preaching, friendship evangelism should be introduced.

S
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MISSION AND CONFERENCE STATISTICS 

NORTH NIGERIA MISSION ORGANIZED CHURCHES (1948-1993)
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MISSION AND CONFERENCE STATISTICS 

NORTH NIGERIA MISSION ORGANIZED CHURCHES (1948-1993) 

North Nigeria Mission Organized Churches 1948-1993

S/N Church District Date organized
1 Amo Bisa Katako 1947

2 Durmi Doka 1953

3 Babban Fadama Doka August, 1956

4 Kawam Katako 1958

5,, Arum Tumara Wamba March 18, 1967

6 Warsa Warsa Dec. 12, 1970

7 Kalambai ' Jengre 1973

8 Lishin Katako Dec. 1973

9 Kakunka Jengre 1974

10 Padaman ShanU Jengre March, 1975

11 Saminaka Saminaka Sept. 9,1978
12 Massenge Wamba April 25, 1981

13 Zaria Kaduna " May 15, 1981

14 Tsohon Yadi Doka Dec. 11,1982

15 Amere Kafanchan May 8,1982
16 Gombe Gombe Oct.30, 1982

17 Kono Doka Dec. 11, 1982

18 Maiduguri Maiduguri March 17, 1984

19 Matsira Jengre April 28, 1984

20 Katako Katako May 5,1984

21 Rimi Kantau June 2, 1984

22 Kyere Saminaka Feb. 2, 1985

23 Ganji Saminaka May 18, 1985
24 Kurmin-Dodo Warsa Nov. 16,1985

25 Pambeguwa Pambeguwa April 5,1986

26 Kuzamani Ramin Kura April 19, 1986
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22 Kauru Kauru May 23, 1998

23 Mariri Damakasuwa Jan. 30,1999

24 Bima Damakasuwa Feb. 13,1999

25 Makeni Kano May 16, 2001

26 Maji-Bakwai Warsa June 2, 2001

27 Kauran Dawa . Warsa June 9, 2001

28 Binawan Kazoh Warsa June 23, 2001

29 Sabon Fili B. Ganji March 2, 2002

30 Manna B. Ganji June 11, 2002

31 Anguwan Yelwa Kaduna Oct. 5, 2002

32 Dogon Fili Kafanchan April 3, 2004

33 Kagadama Pambeguwa April 24, 2004

34 Kagoma Ganji April 19, 2008

35 Anawan Fuloti Warsa April 25 2009

36 Romi Yelwa July 25, 2009
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NORTH-WEiST NIGERIA CONFERENCE STATISTICS (1993-2008)
North West Nigeria Mission and Conference Statistics (1993-2008)

Year 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Churches 33 41 51 52 54 57 59 59 63
Companies 99 95 93 93 89
Beginning
Membership 6475 6939 7498 8198 8916 10315 10619 12550 12996
Baptisms 639 597 738 776 996 781 1914 595 646
Professions of Faith 30 66 13 29
Transfer In 192 601 47 61 52 59 70 73 137
Transfer Out 8 577 53 72 66 53 70 94 119
Deaths 18 18 9 25 18 27 28 57 51
Dropped 341 44 23 22 23 28 21 84 36
Missing 0 0 0
Ending
Membership 6939 7498 8198 8916 10315 10619 12550 12996 13602
Ordained
Ministers 13 12 15 14 14 15 14 14 18
Licensed
Ministers 14 14 14 13 15 10 13 13 6

Year 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Churches 66 66 69 72 72 73 74
Companies 144 147 147 137 137 156 174
Beginning
Membership 13602 14172 14657 15172 15525 16339 16576
Baptisms 604 578 761 626 926 771 755
Professions of Faith 38 22 24 36 36 25 33
Transfer In 130 144 110 102 92 134 108
Transfer Out 99 127 216 220 147 262 261
Deaths 50 49 44 82 43 61 50
Dropped 48 81 42 103 45 81 114
Missing 0 2 3 6 5 254 7
Ending
Membership 14172 14657 15097 15525 16339 16576 17786
Ordained Ministers 18 18 19 19 19 17 17

Licensed Ministers 13 10 13 13 17 13 21
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

PUT TO CHURCH PLANTERS IN MUSLIM CITIES

The goal of this interview is to delineate some of the contributing factors that led to the 

establishment of existing Muslim convert congregations in your area. It is a research 

interview questionnaire aimed at investigating your involvement in Muslim evangelism 

in Northern Nigeria. Your contribution will be highly appreciated. Please note that your 

name is not required; be rest assured that confidentiality is guaranteed.

Researcher: Daria, Francis Freeman

Research Title: A strategy for church planting in Northern Nigeria beginning in Zangon 

Kataf

1. How long and how often have these former Muslims associated as a group?

2. What do you believe are the primary reasons they come to these meetings?

(What felt needs are being met?)

3. Which ones come of their personal initiative and who is coming because of the 

authority of another?

4. How are decisions to attend such a meeting made?

5. What do those attending perceive their relationship to be to one another? How

would you compare it to their loyalty or commitment to blood relatives?

6. To what degree have those attending had to resist opposition to come to these 

meetings?

7. Are there levels of belonging or acceptance in the group with which you are

working, for example, members vs. observers?
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8. What is required to become a fully integrated “member”?

9. How would you describe the turnover rate?

10. To what would you attribute the turnover? What factors contribute to 

absenteeism?

11. What felt needs would motivate a person to stop identifying with the group?

12. Where fear is perceived as being a major factor in preventing a believer from 

congregating with the group, what do you ascertain are the primary fears?

13. What would it take on a human level to see a cluster of congregations of former 

Muslims become a reality in Northern Nigeria?

14. What theory or applications do you feel must be applied by the existing change 

agents in this location?

15. What do you think is the most effective activity being practiced by church 

planters among Muslims anywhere?
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(
(FEBRUARY 2013)

Instructor: Daria, Francis Freeman 

Venue: SDA Hospital church Jengre
• \

Duration: Seven days

TRAINING SESSION FOR 28 GLOBAL MISSION PIONEERS

Sunday 10am-12:30 pm Arrival & registration

1:45-2:45 pm Welcome & devotion

3-3:45 pm The Great commission

4-4:45 PM Missions in Muslim lands

5-5:30 pm Questions & answers session

Monday 6-7 am Wash up

7-8 am Breakfast

8:15-8:45 am Devotion

9-10 am Muslims, who are they & where do they come from?

10:15-11 am Brief Islamic history

11:15-12:15 am Main Islamic beliefs

12:15-1:45 pm Lunch

1:45-2:45 pm Specific Muslim doctrines: Allah, the Supreme 

Being, Isa (Jesus Christ)
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3-3:45 pm Specific Muslim doctrines: The Qur’an; Sin; the 

concept of salvation

4-4:45 pm Muslims resistance to Christianity

5-5:30 pm Question & answers session

Tuesday 6-7 am Wash up

7-8 am Breakfast

8-8:45 am Devotion

9-10 am Different kinds of Muslims

10:15-11 am Muslims’ attitudes to life

11:15-12:15 pm Five pillars of faith: (1) Confession of faith, (2)

Ritual prayers

12:15-1:45 pm Lunch

1:45-2:45 pm Five pillars (3) Social taxation, (4) The fast,

3-3:45 pm Five pillars (5) Pilgrimage; Jihad the.holy war

4-4:45 pm Introduction (the six articles of faith)

5-5:30 pm Question & answer session

Wednesday 6-7 am Wash up

7-8 am Breakfast

8- 8:45 am Devotion

9-10 am Article (1) Doctrines of Allah (2) Doctrines of angels

10:15-11 am Article (3) Revealed Scriptures (4) the Messenger of 

Allah
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Thursday

11:15-12:15 pm Article (5) Last day events & Day of Judgment (6) 

Predestination

12:15-1:45 pm Lunch

1:45-2:45 pm Muslim Evangelism

3-3:45 pm Personal Evangelism

4-5 pm Lessons from life & experience (1) Friendship, (2)
V

Hospitality

5-5:30 pm Question & answer session
1

6-7 am Wash up

7-8 am Breakfast

8-8:45 am Devotion

9-9:45 am (3) Use of literature (4) Secured place & person

10-10:45 am (5) Relationship between sexes (6) The opinion 

maker

11- 12:15 am (7) Proclamation not criticism (8) Use of Kor’an

12:15-1:45 Lunch

1:45-2:45 pm (9) Prayers practices (10) Dreams as evangelistic

tools

3-3:45 pm (11) Health approach (12) Felt needs

4-5 pm (13) The extended family (14) After baptism care

5- 5:30 pm ' Question & answer session
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Friday 6-7 am

7- 8 am

8- 8:45 am

9- 9:45 am

10- 10:45 am

11- 11:45 am

12- lpm 

1-6 pm 

7-8 pm

Wash up

Breakfast

Devotion

The Muslim’s lifestyle 

Childhood, youth & circumcision 

Marriage, the role of women in Islam, dress of 

Muslim women

Divorce, birth control and inheritance 

Lunch & Sabbath preparation 

VESPERS SERVICE

Saturday 9-11 am 

11-12:30

12:30-2:45 pm

3- 4 pm

4- 5 pm

“Relationship Tools”

5- 6 pm 

7-8 pm

Sabbath School

Divine Worship (Sermon title, “Sooner than you 

think”)

Lunch & rest(

Adventist-Muslim Fundamental Beliefs 

Official statement on Islam by SDA to provide

Question & answer session 

Sundown worship & closing exercise
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The Religious Worldviews of Adventism and Islam Compared
Adventist

Worldview
Muslim Worldview Comparison

God has revealed 
Himself in creation and 
created works, in Scripture 
through the Prophets, in 
Jesus, and through the Holy 
Spirit

God the Creator has 
sent messages of guidance 
through His messengers 
who wrote in the Torah, 
Zaboor, and Injil. The final 
revelation was given to 
Muhammad in the Qur’an

We agree on the 
basic concept of the Creator 
God sending messages 
through the Prophets for the 
guidance of His people. We 
need to move the Muslims 
to the more personal 
concept of God revealing 
himself. While respecting 
Muhammad as a reformer 
and the Qur’an as 
containing some truth we 
must move the basis of faith 
to the Scriptures.

God is
“Superintendent” of history, 
and is working out His 
eternal purposes in the 
“Great Controversy” 
between good and evil.

God, in His
transcendence, does as He 
wills in history. There is a 
battle between God and 
Iblis (Satan), and Satan is 
seeking to deceive as many 
as possible, but God 
provides protection and 
guidance to the faithful.

The key concepts 
are similar including the 
God—Satan controversy. 
We can build on this to 
introduce the “expanded” 
understanding of the issues 
in the Great Controversy 
and how God is working 
through a demonstration of 
His character rather than 
force.

God is the Creator of 
all things, His creation of 
the earth was perfect, but 
was defiled by the fall of 
man.

God is the Creator 
of all things, a perfect world 
that was lost in the mistake 
of Adam and Eve.

God as Creator is 
the same. The fall of man is 
similar but the nature and 
consequence of the fall is 
not as severe in Islam.
Again we build on the 
similarity to lead to an 
understanding of the 
seriousness of sin leading to 
a state of brokenness.

God’s work in 
solving the sin problem in

God solves the 
problem of “misguidance”

This entire 
proposition contains
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the universe, refuting the 
accusations of the evil one, 
becoming one with us, 
sacrificing Himself in 
human form, reconciling us 
to Himself. Thus ensuring 
the security of the universe 
from sin through eternity, 
securing full loyalty and 
trust of His creation while 
respecting the individual 
freedom to either give or 
withhold that loyalty.

in His universe by (1) 
forgiving the repentant and 
submissive believer; and (2) 
judging between one’s good 
and bad works on the day of 
judgment. His judgment is 
transcendent and final and 
results in the faithful in 
paradise and the unbelievers 
in hell fire.

perhaps the largest degree 
of difference. The general 
concept of forgiveness and 
a day of judgment are 
similar. However, the way 
of forgiveness through God 
reconciling man to Himself 
by incarnating and then 
sacrificing Himself must be 
gradually taught. God’s 
respect for the individual’s 
freedom of choice is news 
to the Muslim.

The creation of a 
new heaven and earth at the 
end of time and the 
beginning of an eternity of 
righteousness.

God will establish a 
rule of righteousness and 
cleanse the earth from 
unbelief, ushering in an 
eternity of righteousness.

The general
concepts are quite similar. 
The details of the 
millennium and the final 
end of sin vary.

Source: Adventist Responses to Cross-cultural Mission. Global Mission Issues 
Committee Papers (2), 42-43
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT ON ISLAM

BY THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH (TRANS- 
EUROPEAN DIVISION) TO PROVIDE “REALATIONSHIP

TOOL”

[March 28, 2007] As almost any psychologist will tell you, open-minded dialogue 

is vital to achieving mutual respect and understanding. That advice also applies to 

communities of faith, according to Seventh-day Adventist leaders in the church’s Trans- 

European (TED) region, where an estimated 60-65 percent of citizens are Muslims.

Adventists in the region recently adopted an official statement on Islam to help 

foster a more constructive relationship between Muslims and Christians. “As the 

[Adventist] movement continues to grow in the world,” the statement begins. “We are 

looking for [a] good relationship with Islam, a faith with a similar sense of godly calling 

that is followed by one-fifth of the world’s population.

The statement draws parallels between Islam and Christianity, such as submission 

to the Creator God and a common Abrahamic heritage. It also applauds the scientific, 

literary and philosophical contributions of Muslims throughout history and recognizes 

Islam’s Prophet Muhammad as “a spiritual and social reformer at a time of confusion and 

ignorance.”

“We believe that among peoples of all faith, God has, through history, preserved a 

people of authentic submission in the face of apostasy, oppression and persecution. We 

acknowledge that within Islam there are such people ... Within this group of sincere 

believers we see potential partners for further exploring our spiritual understanding of the 

One through God,” the statement reads.

The Statement ends with a call for Adventists to commit to “honesty, fairness and 

respect in describing Islamic faith,” and vice versa. It acknowledges doctrinal
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differences—such as belief in Christ as Savior and Son of God—but says such 

differences should “not be made points of controversy or generate an attitude of 

superiority, but rather provide an opportunity for respectful dialogue, knowing that it is 

ultimately God who brings conviction to the heart.”

Bertil Wiklander, president of the Church’s Trans-European region, says, ”We 

must show Muslims that they can trust us, while we stand by our Adventist faith ... We 

should not underestimate the challenges, but I feel that times are changing and that we 

can look forward to dialogue and, I pray, successful work among Muslim people.”

Regional church leaders have sent the Statement to world church headquarters in 

Silver Spring, Maryland, where officials will decide how such a statement would “best 

benefit the mission of the world church,” says Pastor Michael L. Ryan, a world church 

vice president.

While Ryan admits “Statements are not nearly as important as the way church 

members interact and behave toward people of other faith groups,” he does believe they 

bolster positive relations. “The Gospel Commission instructs the church that every person 

is invited to know Jesus Christ. This [statement] will provide a relationship tool to help 

Adventists better understand the people [they] are inviting.”

“People, regardless of background and religious affiliation,” Ryan adds, “need to 

be perceived by the church as worthy of genuine respect. Statements such as this one help 

get that message across.”

Source: Adventist News Network, 28 August 2007, “Adventist Statement on

Islam,”

https://www.uccsda.org/News/Statement-on-Islam (accessed March 10, 2010)
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Getting started is critical. One important question we must consider is: What are 

the basic stories we should tell? One of the major purposes of making a list of the Bible 

truths is to enable us have a criteria for collecting Bible stories. Terry (2008, p. 32) 

suggests a list of core stories for evangelism: We will adopt these in our efforts in 

planting churches in Northern Nigeria.

1. Creation of the world

2. Creation of man and woman

3 . The first sin and judgment of Adam and Eve

4. Judgment of a sinful world in Noah’s day

5. God’s promise to Abraham of One to bless all peoples

6. God provides the substitute sacrifice for Isaac

7. The Passover: the blood and the Lamb

8. God gives His holy Law— the Ten Commandments

9. The Sacrifice System—Shedding of sacrificial blood to cover sin

10. The Prophets’ messages warning people to repent and the promise of a Redeemer 

who will suffer for man’s sin

11. Birth of Jesus according to prophecy

12. Baptism of Jesus—“Behold the Lamb of God,” testimony of John and the Holy 

Spirit

13. Jesus and Nicodemus—“You must be bom again”

14. Jesus has authority to forgive sin—Paralyzed man and four friends

15. Jesus has authority over nature—Calming the sea

CORE BIBLE STORY LIST
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16. Jesus has authority over demons—Gadarene Demoniac healed of evil spirits

17. Jesus is the resurrection—Jesus raised Lazarus to life

18. Abraham, Lazarus and the rich man—Man must believe the message of the 

Prophets in this life

19. The last Supper—“This is my broken body and bloodshed for you”

20. Jesus is betrayed, arrested, falsely accused, tried, and sentenced to death

21. The crucifixion, decision for and against Jesus, “It is finished”

22. The Resurrection and appearance to disciples and followers

23. Jesus returns to the Father, the Ascension

24. Jesus the true High Priest, an advocate before the Father

25. Return of Jesus to receive believers unto himself, to judge and punish unbeliever
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