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“To be known and read” by a l l . . .

Flunking With All “A’s”
Applause for Gordon Bietz’ article “Flunking With All A s” While
warning about the evils of Babylon,
he also seems to be letting us know
about some evils within the church.
Among these would be: Pharisees
(pride, legalism), Laodiceans (apathy), Doctors of the Law (theological
hair-splitting in place of love), and
those who attend church only for
social and entertainment values.
There are more than seven thousand church members out there who
have not bowed the knee to any of
these idols. They are looking for the
Elijah who is to turn the hearts of
parents and children together before
the great and terrible day of the
Lord. We really do need some righteous individuals with both clout and
guts who can lead the church out of
its present state into the great things
of which it is capable.
Donald Hopkins
Clayton, California

could work for the Lord. I am so
glad to be a part of CATS for many
reasons, but most of all because it
allows me to stand up for what I
believe and to let others know about
Christ. The Lord needs dedicated
people who will stand for the truth
even in a world where truth seems to
be of little importance. I believe that
kind of dedication is being facilitated
through the lives of CATS members
by the grace and strength of our
Lord.
Brian Mitchell
Collegedale, Tennessee
Cutting Truth
I question the wisdom and good
taste of the letter and photo in PD
4:4. First of all, it is poor humor to
suggest that one’s barber would
determine one’s morals. Second, it
strikes me as a jab, similar to David’s
momentary slip from an honorable
course, when he cut a piece from
King Sauls robe (see Romans 13:1).
It seems that remorse similar to
David’s would be appropriate.
B’ Jay Currier
Middletown, Indiana

CATS
I was excited when I heard about
the Collegiate Adventist Theological
Society (CATS) because I was looking for a place on campus where I
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A Better Resurrection?
I know that salvation is by grace
and not by works, however meritorious. But the writer of the Book of
Hebrews does not seem to know that
simple truth. For example, in describing the martyrs, he says: “Others
were tortured and refused to be
released, that they might gain a better
resurrection” (Heb. 11:35, NIV).
Sounds to me as if the prospective
martyrs looked on martyrdom as the
way to earn their place in the resurrection of the just. Comment?
No Name
Silver Spring, Maryland
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11:35 usually will take it to mean
that we should never, under any circumstance, relinquish our commitment to the Lord. We must be willing even to give our life for Him
because of the glorious hope we
have in the resurrection. What a
beautiful message!
But we also have our No Name
inquisitor who suggests that Paul
may be saying we can obtain the gift
of eternal life, the resurrection, by
means of martyrdom. Is that not
indicative of salvation through
works rather than by faith? If it is,
our first conclusion must be that the
Book of Hebrews’ teaching on salvation is contrary to what we find in
the rest of the New Testament. So,
much is at stake in the answer.
Where shall we look for it? First, in
the text, then in its immediate context, and finally, in the Epistle itself.

• Angel Rodriguez responds:
A danger we face when reading
the Bible is drawing conclusions
based on a superficial reading of a
text. Studying the Bible should not
be equated with reading the Bible.
Sometimes when reading the Bible,
I don’t ask questions; I just listen to
what the Lord is telling me. In this
devotional approach, my purpose is
to be in touch with my Saviour and
to meditate on the meaning of His
Word to me. Of course, I also study
the Bible to seek a better understanding of the text, from which, in
turn, I may draw doctrinal and theological conclusions.
A devotional reading of Hebrews

1.
Exploring the text. Let’s start
with the terminology of the text.
The phrasing of the first part of
11:35 is interesting: “Others were
tortured and refused to be released.”
The word translated “released” is
apolutrosis (“the offer of release/
redemption”). The “others” could
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have brought torture to an end by
accepting the offer of release, but
that would have meant giving up
something—the eschatological resurrection. Apolutrosis is a key word
in the soteriological [salvation]
vocabulary of the New Testament.
“Release” or “redemption” is what
Christ obtained for us through His
sacrificial death (e.g., Rom. 3:24; 1
Cor. 1:30). It is ours by faith in what
God did for us through Christ.
Hebrews teaches that it is only
through the sacrifice of the Son of
God that we are released from the
power of sin and death (Heb. 9:12).
To accept human release would be
to reject the release/redem ption
given us through Jesus. The implication seems to be that some of the
heroes of faith endured death
because by faith they knew they
already had been released from its
power through the Son.
A curious detail is the way
Hebrews refers to the resurrection
as “a better resurrection.” Better
than what? A quick but invalid
answer could be, “Better with
respect to the second resurrection
mentioned in Revelation 20:4-6.”
But instead of going to Revelation,
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we should study the context of
Hebrews 11:35 to see whether it explains the text’s meaning. And, of
course, it does: “Women received
back their dead, raised to life again.”
Here is not the eschatological resurrection from the dead but a resuscitation that brought the dead back to
life on this sinful planet without,
however, liberating them from the
power of death. They died again
and await the final resurrection. The
resurrection of those mentioned in
the second part of that verse is “better” because it is resurrection to
eternal life. Each type of resurrection, of course, is a loving gift from
God.
It is also im portant to notice the
verb tynchanoj translated “gain.” It
really means “attain.” Gain could
give the impression of a commercial
transaction in which we give something in order to gain something
else. Attain does not imply earning
merit for one’s actions. In the New
Testament, when tynchano is used
in this context, it always refers to
elements of God’s eschatological
salvation. In fact, the verb “always
signifies a gift, never one’s own
work” (G. Haufe, “ Tynchano meet,
attain; happen, turn out,” Exegetical
Dictionary of the New Testamenty
vol. 3, Horst Balz and Gerhard
Schneider, eds. [Grand Rapids,
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Before they were tortured, they
were already committed to the Lord
and anticipating the promise of resurrection. It was not that now,
through m artyrdom, they finally
were going to make theirs the future
resurrection, but rather that by faith
that resurrection was already theirs,
2.
Exploring the immediate con-and they were not willing give up
that wonderful gift of divine love in
text. We should also look at the
order to live a few more years here on
immediate context of Hebrews
earth. Faith, according to Hebrews
11:35. Hebrews 11 lists individuals
11, is the certainty of what we do not
whose life modeled the true nature
see, expressed in endurance and perof faith. Whatever they did, they did
severance. To separate that faithbecause of their faith in God and
commitment from willingness to die
not to obtain acceptance by God.
for the Lord, transmuting the last
The phrase “through faith” precedes
into meritorious acts, is a misundertheir names and acts of heroism.
standing of the text’s meaning.
Therefore, 11:35 should be read in
conjunction with 11:33, where the
3.
Exploring the Epistle: The Episintroductory phrase is used to m odtle to the Hebrews has a pastoral
ify each of the items in the list that
concern running through it from
follows: “ [TJhrough faith conbeginning
to end. The letter is writquered kingdoms, administered justen
to
a
group
of believers whose
tice, . . . [Through faith] Women
faith
is
being
shaken
and who are
received back their dead, raised to
about
to
reject
the
Christian
faith.
life again. [Through faith] Others
They
had
accepted
Jesus
as
Saviour
were tortured and refused to be
and Lord (2:3; 7:25) and enjoyed all
released, so that they might gain a
the benefits that accompanied that
better resurrection.”
decision (6:4, 5). They had suffered
on account of their faith (10:32-34).
But now they are losing their faith
and drifting away (2:1). The hope

Mich.: Eerdmans, 1993], p. 372).
Thus Hebrews is not dealing here
with salvation by works but rather
with faith in God’s promise of the
resurrection, which expresses itself
in unquestionable commitment to
Him.

Continued on page 94
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Continued from page 7

they accepted has not materialized,
and they are questioning its relevance (10:35-37). In answer to that
pastoral problem, Paul, among
many other things, exhorts them to
“hold firmly to the end the confidence we had at first” (3:14), to
show “diligence to the very end”
( 6 :11).

Paul is not exhorting them to
add works to their faith in order to
gain salvation but rather to retain
their faith to the end in order not to
lose what is already theirs. Endurance and perseverance are indispensable and express themselves in
obedience to the message proclaimed to them. The alternative is
apostasy. Paul’s pastoral advice is:
“See to it, brothers, that none of you
has a sinful, unbelieving heart that
turns away from the living God”
(3:12). The heroes of faith endured
all for God and did not give up their
faith. They stand as examples to
those who put their faith in Christ.
Hmm. My devotional reading of
the text may have been the right
one!—A.N.R.
Perfection Peace
My library used to house a host of
tracts, pamphlets, and printed material “proving” that God not only

commands perfection of thought,
word, and deed, but that He also
grants it under condition of absolute
reliance on Him. There was also a
host of material stating that humans
would reach a state of sinless perfection sometime prior to the return of
Jesus.
Serious confusion about perfection has existed for a considerable
part of Adventist history. A change
of attitude can be traced in church
papers after the 1888 General Conference session. The single most dramatic and meaningful sentence in all
our history can be found in Steps to
Christ, p. 62: “Since we are sinful,
unholy, we cannot perfectly obey the
holy law [of God].”
I believe we have unwittingly confused justification with sanctification.
They are never separated, but they are
not the same thing. Justification is a
100 percent act of God. It stands forever, contingent upon our faith in
Jesus. There is no partial justification
or salvation. God desires that we live
in this state of assurance and absolute
trust in Him. (Ellen G. White implies
that to live outside this state is insanity.)
Sanctification also is an act of
God, but it is a moment-by-moment
process. It continues as long as life
lasts. Justification is always followed
by the beginning of the process of
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vast difference in recognizing that
we sin daily and the normative statement that such sinning is acceptable
to God. It is not!
It is utterly useless to even discuss
the question of whether we can have
victory over all known sin, and yet
we must not forget that the standard
is perfection. Neither must we forget
that we don’t have to coax our
blessed God to save us. He loves us
with all His dear heart. But we will
never hear Him whisper that it is
permissible to sin just a little bit.
How then shall we deal with this
dilemma? We’re not left to guess.
“Life is a battle and a march—there
is no stopping place—no respite
from the upstream struggle.” The
hands remain on the oars, the back
bends to the task of fighting sin in all
its subtle forms. As Paul said, “I die
daily; I am chief of sinners. I can be
a castaway. I cannot stop the old
nature from asserting itself. Thank
God, there is no condemnation for
having this miserable, sinful nature.
However, it must not rule my life or
my mind.” The old nature afflicts
and annoys, but it will not rule! God
rules!
I am at peace with this explanation.
Harold N. Sheffield
Madera, California

sanctification. If it does not bring
forth the process of moment-bymoment change toward Christlikeness, we may seriously doubt that
justification has occurred.
I believe that it is fruitless to
argue whether a Christian can be
free of all known sin at any one
moment. To speak of absolute perfection and total freedom from all
sin is a foolish notion. Deep within
our conscious and subconscious
being we continue to fool ourselves
and lie to ourselves. We are not, since
the Fall, even capable of knowing
ourselves.
We must, of course, deal with the
command to ‘“Be perfect. . . as your
heavenly Father is perfect’” (Matt.
5:48, NIV). The text means exactly
what it says. Scripture demands a
sinless life. We must never seek a
lower standard. The law is ever holy,
just, and good, a perfect transcript of
the holy character of God. We, however, are bent toward evil; we sin
every day in thought and word and
deed. And we cannot change ourselves; we shall be rid of the fallen
nature only when God rids us of it at
the moment of glorification.
But woe to us if we consider daily
sinning to be the norm! There is a
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