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To be known and read” by all.. ..

Football in the Living Room,
Fourth Quarter
I, for one, fully concur with D on
ald E. Casebolt, M.D.’s point o f view
in regard to football, although I
must confess that I, like many
Adventists, occasionally watch foot
ball and boxing on TV. But more
and more I’m being convinced o f
the warnings in the Spirit o f Proph
ecy on such activities. My carnal
nature takes over and all my past
involvement in sports takes control,
and the lust o f the flesh, such as vari
ance, emulation, anger, envy, revil
ing, etc., is relived.
Paul states in Galatians 5:21:
“They which do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom o f G od ”
(KJV). So I must confess my fault
and be made right and transformed.
Obviously, I was disappointed with
your non sequitur answer. If D on
had reminded us to stop watching
pornographic material on TV, you
w ould probably say “Be careful,
Don, I may have to discontinue
watching the birth o f a child on TV.”
But such is the case, the world has a
hold on the lukewarm remnant. And
the historical-critical m ethod on
interpreting our doctrines holds

sway today. I know there are still the
7,000 who have not given in to
Satan’s sophistries and cunning
devices.
Wilfred Nagao
Honolulu, Hawaii
• Right you are: My reply was a
non sequitur, given in response to a
non sequitur. With you, I find no
fault with D on C asebolt’s basic
theme. One o f the bitter battles o f
my early ministry involved sports,
which fed the w rong spirit in me. I
sold my sports equipment and a
great burden rolled away.
I’m glad for the opportunity to
say a few words about D on Casebolt. He was my first room m ate at
Walla Walla College, to which I
came as a certified pagan not know
ing the difference between the Old
and the New Testaments. His com
mitted example lives in my m em ory
still. He recently spent another term
in the m ission field and has, to my
knowledge, never accepted m ore
than a ministerial salary.— R.R.H.

4

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews University, 1999

1

Perspective Digest, Vol. 4 [1999], No. 4, Art. 1

E

P

I

S

T

L

E

S

mas, particularly that “the day
should not receive the honor that
should be given to Christ as the
Redeemer o f the w orld” (The Ad
ventist Home, p. 447). But, she con
cluded, Christmas “can be made to
serve a good purpose” (ibid., p. 478).
Let us be careful what we call sin.
I don ’t find anywhere in the Bible a
condemnation o f Christmas. H ow it
is utilized is a different issue.
Paeter Weikum
Via E-mail:
weikump@andrews.edu

Law Student’s Focus on
Christmas
I was flipping through my dad’s
PD when I happened across the let
ter Gayle E. Slaughter, Attorney at
Law, wrote in regard to what was
termed “Christmas-keeping.” As only
a pre-law student at Andrews Univer
sity, I’ll not presume to know the laws
mentioned or understand their con
text. I would, however, like to com
ment on the correlation Slaughter
makes between Christmas and Sun
day sacredness. I don ’t find anything
wrong with celebrating Christmas
(including gift-giving) if the focus is
Christ. I do, however, find it imper
missible to observe Sunday as a holy
day.
Why the supposed discrepancy?
Observance o f Sunday as the day
ordained by G od as holy, directly
contradicts the law o f God, which
states that we are to “remember the
sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Christ
mas, on the other hand, gives me
opportunity to focus on the birth o f
Christ. As to its Catholic origins, I
w ould ask the following: Just
because Papal Rome says something,
does that mean we must go the
opposite direction? Just because an
event didn’t happen on a certain day,
does that mean we must avoid com
memorating the event? Ellen White
had some reservations about Christ

Religious Liberty in the Church?
I appreciated PD’s coverage o f
religious liberty and concur with
your viewpoints. I did notice that
you didn’t address the subject o f
religious liberty in the church. For
example, what right do church
members have to hold, if not pro
mote, viewpoints contrary to the
church? It sometim es seems that
“power politics” mean more than
“gospel grace.”

J.P.

South Carolina
• For a partial answer, see “The
Reluctant Messiah,” p. 34.
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The Tale o f Two Magazines
I must admit to a double-take on
first catching sight o f Perspective
Digest, issue 3, 1999.
Liberty! screamed the cover illus
tration o f the two magazines o f the
same name. Still new to editing the
Liberty that began under that name
in 1906,1 was captured.
Inside, more o f the go o d stuff,
outlining the history and theology
o f our strong Seventh-day Adventist
stand on religious liberty. No sur
prise, o f course, since the masthead
reveals Roland Hegstad, longtime
and legendary editor o f the same
Liberty. With that sort o f stature,
I’m inclined to grant him clemency
for jum ping the gun and printing a
Liberty article we had agreed would
first appear in our magazine (such
article shall be referred to as “Kick
ing. ..” in further depositions!).
Obviously “The Tale o f Two
Magazines” caught my attention. As
we tilt toward the turn o f the cen
tury and a new millennium, it is
sobering to look back to the battles
and visions that set the course for
today’s Liberty.
Today, on a wide front, the
Adventist movement faces com plex
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challenges to the once settled
assumptions and “light” o f the early
days. How to present “present
truth” in a way comprehensible to
non-Adventists and acceptable to
nominal, rational Adventists is a
challenge that spreads far wider
than just Liberty magazine.
Be assured that Liberty will
remain uniquely Adventist in tone
and subject. We must avoid antago
nizing well-meaning would-be
friends out there, while educating
them to the biblical imperatives for
liberty and preparation for the
Lord’s soon return. If Liberty has
strayed into unnecessary diatribes,
then that must cease. If Liberty has
sent mixed signals by appearing to
espouse causes and belief systems to
which we owe no more than under
standing and tolerance, then we
must be more clear on who we are
as Adventists.
Like Editor Hegstad I am com ing
to realize the enorm ous complexity
inherent in editing Liberty. Like
him, I know that G od will enable as
we remain true to the Charter. Yes,
my background as a book editor
and most recently with Listen mag
azine is o f som e advantage. (Listen
and Temperance closely parallel the
Liberty outreach to a secular audi
ence and contacts with community
leaders.). More importantly, after

6

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews University, 1999

3

Perspective Digest, Vol. 4 [1999], No. 4, Art. 1

E

P

I

S

T

L

E

S

Right Man in Washington

nearly 25 years in editing, I remain
convinced that the greatest value o f
an Adventist editor is in the capac
ity as a keeper o f the flame. And
within the particular borders o f his
or her publication, every Adventist
editor must ensure that the procla
mation o f C h rist’s soon return and
preparation for that event remains
central.
Lincoln Steed
Silver Spring, Maryland

I’m glad we have the “Right
Man” in Washington as your report
(PD 4:3) on Wintley Phipps
revealed. I find myself wondering
whether his Washington, D.C.
acquaintance might not find it eas
ier to stay out o f trouble if he used
W intley’s barber___
Elford Radke
Meadow Glade, Washington

• See below. — Eds.
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